
Publication date: March 2009

PITSFORD HALL WEATHER STATION

MONTHLY WEATHER REPORT 

Official Patrons
Alex Deakin                                                                                   Michael Fish MBE

Review of February 2009

© Northamptonshire Grammar School           ISSN 1741-4733



Pitsford Hall Weather Station – Monthly Weather Report – February 2009 

PITSFORD HALL WEATHER STATION

Pitsford Hall weather station is an independent meteorological station maintained by 
Northamptonshire Grammar School in the village of Pitsford, 4 miles north of Northampton. The station 
was set up in 1998 and uses both traditional instruments and electronic sensors to maintain an 
accurate weather record. Daily and Monthly Weather Reports are released free of charge to subscribers 
via automated online registration. Observers are fully trained and are recruited from both the school’s 
sixth form and the local community. The station is a corporate member of the Royal Meteorological 
Society and a registered member of the Climatological Observers Link (station no. 91012). 

Registered Office

Northamptonshire Grammar School
Moulton Lane

Pitsford
Northampton

NN6 9AX

Tel. 01604 880306 Extension 314
Email. office@northantsweather.org.uk

Web. www.northantsweather.org.uk
MetSpeak 07807 551391
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Review of the Month
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Mean Temperature and Rainfall
January 2009

Pitsford Hall weather station

Headline: Anticyclonic and very cold for much of the first half of the month, becoming increasingly 
unsettled with frequent frontal systems bringing rain working through during the second half. 

The weather for the first week and a half of February was dominated by essentially anticyclonic 
conditions. High pressure initially placed with its centre to the north of Scotland gradually drifted 
southwards across the British Isles during the period.  With winds coming in from a mainly northerly 
direction, the exceptionally cold which marked December continued into February. A cold front 
worked in against the high from the north-east on the 4th introducing snow showers, a situation which 
repeated itself on the 7th, although the snow on this occasion was slight.  Daytime temperatures 
struggled with air maxima struggling to climb above 2.0C on several days with some hard frosts 
overnight. With snow lying on the ground, some severe frosts were recorded overnight leading into the 
6th (-5.5C) and into the 7th (-5.2C). With the exception of some good sunshine on the 6th, it remained 
generally overcast with some mist and fog occasionally experienced during the morning. 

The cold weather finally released its grip on the county on the 11th with winds swinging round to a 
milder south-westerly direction. Active frontal systems piled into northern and western Britain 
introducing some significant rainfall totals. However, rainfall amounts in the county were slight by 
comparison. The 12th saw some wet and windy weather with gusts at Pitsford reaching 44mph. 

A ridge of high pressure developed across the British Isles on the 13th and 14th. As a consequence, 
freezing fog was recorded widely across the county on the 14th. Winds remained generally light ahead 
of quite a contrast in the weather that was to follow on the 15th.
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From the 15th onwards the county experienced quite a disturbed spell of weather.  Frontal systems 
linked to some deep lows worked eastwards across the region in quick succession bringing frequent 
outbreaks of rain and some strong winds, the strongest gusts reaching 49mph at Pitsford on the 17th. 
Barometric pressure associated with this particular low dropped to 946mb at its centre north of 
Scotland at midnight on the 17th.  There were some reports of minor structural damage on a building 
site in Kingsthorpe, Northampton. Although temperatures remained around average during the period, 
snow still managed to fall on the 23rd, albeit without accumulation.  Apart from the 25th, most days 
did manage to record a small amount of sunshine.

As the month came to a close, high pressure took up residence over Scandinavia. This introduced a 
south or south-easterly airflow across the region and without the warming influence of the Atlantic 
temperatures began to fall with frosts being experienced overnight into the 27th and 28th. Initially, 
this high did not prevent outbreaks of rain spreading towards the county, most notably on the 27th. 
However, by the 30th the high had a strong influence over much of the eastern half of the UK and 
would remain in place introducing an influx of significantly colder weather and heavy snowfall during 
the first few days of February. 

Thanks to the cold snap at the beginning of the month, this month was the coldest February in 
Northampton since 2001 and the second coldest since 1987. Rainfall amounts were below average in 
common with many eastern areas, but not significantly so.  Nationally, February recorded above 
average sunshine. However, across the county we came in with marginally below average totals. 

Climatological Statistics 

The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for February 2009. Climatological 
observations are made at 0900hrs daily. Averages refer to the period 1971-2000 computed from stations in 
and around Northampton.

Air Temperatures    
The Highest Maximum: 12.5 C on 27th
The Lowest Maximum: 0.6 C on 2nd & 6th
The Highest Minimum: 6.9 C on 24th
The Lowest Minimum: -5.4 C on 3rd
The Mean Maximum: 6.5 C  
The Mean Minimum: 0.9 C  
The Overall Mean: 3.7 C  
Difference from the Monthly Mean: -0.2 C  
    
Black Bulb    
Maximum (at 0900): 8.8 C on 28th
Mean (at 0900): 3.9 C  
    
Relative Humidity:    
Highest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 100.0 % on 18th & 20th
Lowest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 79.0 % on 22nd
Mean Relative Humidity (at 0900): 92.5 %  
    
Dew Point:    
The Highest Dew Point (0900): 7.0 C on 18th
The Lowest Dew Point (at 0900): -4.9 C on 3rd
The Mean Dew Point (at 0900): 1.9 C  
    
Rainfall:    
Total: 57.2 mm  
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 151.7 %  
Duration: 58.5 hrs  
Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 20.9 mm on 9th
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 11   
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Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 8   
    
Sunshine:    
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 46.9 hrs  
Sunniest day: 6.1 hrs on 13th
No. of days without sunshine: 10   
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 76.4 %  
Cloud cover (mean at 0900): 6.6 oktas (82.5 %)
    
Pressure (reduced to sea level):    
The Highest Pressure (at 0900): 1032.1 mb on 21st
The Lowest Pressure (at 0900): 989.3 mb on 5th
Mean Pressure (at 0900): 1015.7 mb  
    
Winds    
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 108.5 miles  
Mean daily wind speed: 5.9 mph  
Run of wind (cumulative): 3037.3 miles  
Highest Maximum Gust: 34 mph on 9th
No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0   
Highest wind strength (at 0900): 26.5 mph on 1st
Mean wind strength (at 0900): 7.8 mph  
    
Winds from the Following Directions:    

N 4 NE 2 E 1 SE 2 S 2 SW 2 W 4 NW 9 Calm 2
    
Concrete     
Lowest Concrete Minimum: -6.7 C on 4th
Mean Concrete Minimum: 0.2 C  
    
Evaporation    
Piche 37.2 ml  
Pan 13.38 mm      

Days with:    
Thunder: 0   
Hail <5mm: 0   
Hail >/=5mm: 0   
Snow or snow & rain: 10   
Snow lying: 16   
Fog: 2   
Air Frost: 11   
Duration of Air Frost: xxxxxxx
Gales: 0   
    

All data © Pitsford Hall weather station.
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REGISTERS

Daily Weather Log 
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Hall weather station during February 2009. 

  Remarks Max   Min   Rain   

1st 
Cold and raw E'erly wind. Mainly overcast with a few glimpses of sunshine 
during the morning. Light snow showers through the afternoon and 
evening. 

2.7 C 0.1 C tr mm 

2nd Snow showers throughout the day, becoming heavy at times during the 
late afternoon with several cm accumulation. 0.6 C -3.0 C 4.9 mm 

3rd Hard frost. Mist clearing to spells of sunshine. Occasional light snow 
showers. 2.5 C -5.4 C tr mm 

4th Cold start. Good spells of sunshine throughout the day. 3.9 C -5.1 C 9.8 mm 

5th Heavy snowfall overnight with 15.0cm lying at Pitsford at 0900 hrs. Mostly 
dry through the day, but remaining overcast. 1.5 C -2.3 C 2.1 mm 

6th Heavy snowfall during the morning on top of 13.0cm of snow already lying. 
Drier during the afternoon. Early frost. 0.6 C 0.0 C 4.0 mm 

7th Hard frost. 17.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Prolonged sunny spells leading 
to a slight thaw, but extensive and deep snow remaining. 3.0 C -4.7 C 0.1 mm 

8th Hard frost. Extensive lying snow. 13.0cm at 0900. Sunny spells. Heavy 
snowfall during the evening. 2.5 C -3.4 C 5.3 mm 

9th 14.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Light rain during the daytime resulting in 
slow thaw. Wind increasingly later with blizzard conditions late evening. 3.4 C -2.9 C 20.9 mm 

10th 14.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Light rain clearing to sunny spells and a 
slow thaw. Slush freezing later. 4.1 C 0.0 C tr mm 

11th 13.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Hard frost. Deposit of granular snow. Brief 
sunny spells through the day. Hard frost overnight. 5.0 C -0.8 C tr mm 

12th 12.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Hard frost followed by slow thaw. Brief 
sunny spells. Moderate snowfall early evening clearing later. 3.4 C -4.0 C 4.9 mm 

13th 11.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Milder start. Slow thaw. Prolonged sunny 
spells. Frost overnight. 5.6 C -1.5 C _   

14th 9.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Mist. Bright sunshine ecclipsed by cloud by 
lunchtime. Calm at first, increasing to very light breeze. 4.4 C -3.7 C 0.1 mm 

15th 8.0cm of lying snow at 0900 now becoming patchy. Shower mid-morning, 
otherwise dry but overcast. 7.0 C 0.1 C 0.1 mm 

16th 6.0cm of lying snow at 0900 now become well broken. Sunny spells and 
becoming mild for mid February. 10.6 C 4.0 C tr mm 

17th 
2.0cm of lying snow in isolated patches at 0900, thawing rapidly during the 
day. Overcast and mild with very brief sunny spells. Light shower during 
the afternoon. 

10.6 C 4.6 C 0.8 mm 

18th Peristent fog. Outbreaks of light rain or drizzle throughout the day. Winds 
very light or calm. Heavy shower late evening. 8.0 C 6.5 C 3.0 mm 

19th Cloudy start, sunny spells later. Intermittent light rain during the evening. 9.9 C 5.0 C 0.9 mm 

20th Moderate fog clearing to brief sunny spells, but staying largely cloudy. 
Cooler. 7.5 C 2.0 C tr mm 

21st Prolonged sunny spells and mild despite a brisk NW'erly breeze. 10.6 C 2.1 C _   
22nd Mostly cloudy; some brief spells of sunshine. Brisk wind from the NW. 9.9 C 4.8 C tr mm 

23rd Brief sunny spells through the morning then mainly overcast. Brisk wind 
from NW but mild. 10.9 C 5.6 C _   

24th Misty start. Overcast all day. Mild. 10.3 C 6.9 C _   

25th Cloudy start with very light drizzle. Cloud later breaking to sunny spells. 
Mild. 11.0 C 6.4 C tr mm 

26th Cooler. Staying grey and overcast throughout the day. 8.8 C 4.6 C _   
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27th Bright start, but quickly clouding over. A few brief spells of sunshine later 
but staying mainly overcast. 12.5 C 4.8 C _   

28th Staying overcast all day. Mild. Light breeze. 10.0 C 5.6 C 0.3 mm 
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Daily Climatological Station Observations
The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record for February 2009 and is © 
Pitsford Hall weather station. Readings are taken at 0900 hrs GMT or on the hour indicated. Permission to 
use if for commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the station manager, Pitsford Hall weather 
station, Pitsford Hall, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  

Observations at Pitsford Hall 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 8 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 8 1 0 8 8 5 8
Wind
Direction e nne se se ne nne nnw ssw
Speed (knots) 23 8 2 3 10 12 6 2
Weather 2 71 10 10 26 73 1 2
Visibility 7 6 5 5 6 4 6 7
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 0.4 -1.5 -4.6 -1.7 0.4 0.4 -0.3 -2.5
Wet Bulb 0.1 -2 -4.7 -1.9 0.1 0.3 -0.5 -2.6
Max 2.7 0.6 2.5 3.9 1.5 0.6 3 2.5
Min 0.1 -3 -5.4 -5.1 -2.3 0 -4.7 -3.4
Black Bulb (Globe, C) 0.6 0.2 -0.3 0 0.3 0.2 0.4 -0.4
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 0 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
State of Concrete 0 3 3 1 3 1 3 0
Concrete Min (C) -0.6 -5 -4.6 -6.7 -4.5 -1 -2.4 -4.9
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 1.5 > > 4.3 1.3 > 2.5 0.4
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) tr 4.9 tr 9.8 2.1 4 0.1 5.3
Duration (hrs) 0.1 9.3 0.1 _ 5.6 3.1 _ 4.6
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 0 0.5 0 _ 0.4 1.3 _ 1.2
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 154.36 134.32 72.75 83.08 85.07 99.65 101.53 98.33
Mean (mph) 8.4 7.3 3.9 4.5 4.6 5.4 5.5 5.3
Gust (mph) 30 23 18 19 23 20 19 15
Sunshine (hrs) 0.9 0 2.5 3.4 0 0 4.5 1.6
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.615 0.528 0.431 0.532 0.615 0.624 0.589 0.505
VP 0.595 0.494 0.424 0.519 0.595 0.617 0.576 0.498
Saturated
VP 0.629 0.547 0.434 0.539 0.629 0.629 0.598 0.508
Rel. Humidity 94.6 90.3 97.7 96.3 94.6 98.1 96.3 98

Dew Point (C) -0.4 -2.9 -4.9 -2.2 -0.4 0.1 -0.8 -2.8
Pressure (mb) 1015 1003.1 996.2 996.3 989.3 991.7 991.8 1003.9
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow 1 1 1 _ 1 1 _ 1
fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.

Page 8



Pitsford Hall Weather Station – Monthly Weather Report – February 2009 

Daily Climatological Station Observations – ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th
Time of Observations (GMT) 8 8 9 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 8 0 5 6 1 8 7
Wind
Direction ssw nnw wsw nnw nnw calm nw nw
Speed (knots) 3 18 3 2 2 0 3 3
Weather 10 60 0 3 1 10 2 2
Visibility 5 8 8 8 9 7 6 7
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 0.3 1.9 0 -1.5 2.2 0.7 4.2 5
Wet Bulb 0 1.6 -0.1 -2.1 1.9 -0.1 3.6 4.5
Max 3.4 4.1 5 3.4 5.6 4.4 7 10.6
Min -2.9 0 -0.8 -4 -1.5 -3.7 0.1 4
Black Bulb (Globe, C) 0.1 0.9 0.6 0.9 3.1 4.9 5 6.1
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
State of Concrete 3 2 3 3 3 0 0 0
Concrete Min (C) -3.4 -1.5 -3.1 -5 -5.1 -5.2 -1.1 3.1
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 0.1 > 0.6 1 0.1 1.9 0.7 2.6
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > 3.37 >
Rainfall
Total (mm) 20.9 tr tr 4.9 _ 0.1 0.1 tr
Duration (hrs) 18.3 _ _ 6.9 _ _ 0.1 _
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 1.1 _ _ 0.7 _ _ 1 _
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 166.66 111.12 100.65 112.95 57.73 63.8 78.46 137.82
Mean (mph) 9 6 5.5 6.1 3.1 3.5 4.2 7.5
Gust (mph) 34 26 23 22 18 <15 15 23
Sunshine (hrs) 0 4.1 1.3 2 6.1 2.2 0 2.5
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.611 0.686 0.607 0.524 0.701 0.607 0.791 0.843
VP 0.591 0.666 0.6 0.484 0.681 0.553 0.75 0.809
Saturated
VP 0.624 0.701 0.611 0.547 0.716 0.643 0.825 0.873
Rel. Humidity 94.7 95 98.2 88.5 95.1 86 90.9 92.7

Dew Point (C) -0.5 1.2 -0.2 -3.2 1.5 -1.4 2.8 3.9
Pressure (mb) 1001 996.3 1016.9 1021 1019 1030.3 1027.7 1026.1
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow 1 1 1 1 _ _ _ _
fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations - ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 17th 18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 9 7 9 7 8 8 8
Wind
Direction nnw calm w nw wnw nw nnw nw
Speed (knots) 12 0 2 6 9 12 18 3
Weather 10 45 2 43 2 3 3 10
Visibility 6 3 6 3 7 8 8 6
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 7.6 7 6 2.5 5.4 8.9 8 7.6
Wet Bulb 7 7 5.6 2.5 4.5 7.2 6.8 7.2
Max 10.6 8 9.9 7.5 10.6 9.9 10.9 10.3
Min 4.6 6.5 5 2 2.1 4.8 5.6 6.9
Black Bulb (Globe, C) 8 7.5 7.4 3.4 5.7 8.5 8.4 7.9
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 9 3 3 2 1 1 1 1
State of Concrete 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Concrete Min (C) 3.2 7.5 4.7 2.6 1.7 4.1 4.9 7.2
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 0.7 0.1 1.2 1.5 2.5 2.6 1.9 0.7
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) 0.8 3 0.9 tr _ tr _ _
Duration (hrs) 2.2 4.6 1.8 _ _ _ _ _
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 0.4 0.7 0.5 _ _ _ _ _
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 75.3 29.41 72.27 74.04 140.87 182.43 166.73 87.99
Mean (mph) 4.1 1.6 3.9 4 7.6 9.9 9 4.8
Gust (mph) 20 15 16 15 23 30 25 <15
Sunshine (hrs) 0 0 2.9 1.1 6.1 1.4 1.4 0
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 1.002 1.002 0.91 0.732 0.843 1.016 0.989 1.016
VP 0.961 1.002 0.883 0.732 0.782 0.901 0.908 0.989
Saturated
VP 1.044 1.002 0.936 0.732 0.897 1.141 1.073 1.044
Rel. Humidity 92 100 94.3 100 87.2 79 84.6 94.7

Dew Point (C) 6.4 7 5.2 2.5 3.4 5.5 5.6 6.8
Pressure (mb) 1026.2 1027.6 1028.1 1032 1032.1 1027.1 1024.8 1027.5
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
fog _ 1 _ 1 _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations – ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 25th 26th 27th 28th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 8 7 8
Wind
Direction ssw w w ssw
Speed (knots) 3 15 3 7
Weather 2 2 3 2
Visibility 7 7 7 7
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 7.3 5.1 8.2 7.2
Wet Bulb 6.9 4.2 6.9 6.1
Max 11 8.8 12.5 10
Min 6.4 4.6 4.8 5.6
Black Bulb (Globe, C) 7.7 5 8.4 8.8
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 1 1 1 1
State of Concrete 0 0 0 0
Concrete Min (C) 7 4.2 4.8 4.2
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 4.5 0.8 2 1.7
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > 10.01
Rainfall
Total (mm) tr _ _ 0.3
Duration (hrs) _ _ _ 1.8
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) _ _ _ 0.2
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 177.53 170.43 145.77 56.29
Mean (mph) 9.6 9.2 7.9 3
Gust (mph) 20 22 18 <15
Sunshine (hrs) 1.9 0 1 0
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.995 0.825 0.995 0.942
VP 0.968 0.764 0.907 0.867
Saturated
VP 1.023 0.879 1.088 1.016
Rel. Humidity 94.6 86.9 83.4 85.3

Dew Point (C) 6.5 3.1 5.6 4.9
Pressure (mb) 1028 1026.6 1019.6 1015.2
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _
snow _ _ _ _
fog _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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United Kingdom Weather Diary xxxxxxxxxxx

The S'ward movement of a front across Scotland on the 1st signalled a weakening of the influence of the 
high pressure area. Overnight, most places remained dry, though the front gave a few rain showers over 
NE Scotland. Mist and haze were again widespread by dawn and there was a widespread inland air frost 
- except over Cent and S Ireland. The day was rather a dull onbe, except across Wales and S Scotland 
with light precipitation in N and E Scotland. Wintry showers affected N Scotland and later fell as far S as 
E parts of Yorkshire. Snow grains fell in mist and fog in Sennybridge during the day and it remained 
below freezing during the day over E Wales and the W Midlands. (Valentia 9.5C, Sennybridge -2.7C 
maximum, Altnaharra -8.4C minimum, Rosehearty 3.6mm, Aberdaron 6.9h.) 

The cold front pushed S on the 2nd and weakened and high pressure then re-built to the N of it. My 
midnight MSL pressure had risen to 1036mb over Cent Scotland. There was another widespread inland 
air frost by dawn, but S Ireland and low-lying parts of SW England remained frost-free. There was again 
some mist and fog by dawn with hazy conditions persisting for much of the day in places. Much of 
England and W Ireland had a sunny day, as did parts of N Scotland. Parts of Cent Scotland remained 
below freezing during the day with snow in Aviemore and light falls of snow in parts of S Scotland and 
NW England. Snow was also reported at Hereford and Lyneham. In addition the front gave some light 
rain to E areas of Britain in the early hours. (St Mary's Scilly 8.2C, Aviemore -2.1C maximum, Shap -9.0C 
minimum, Edinburgh Gogarbank 5.6mm, Belmullet 6.2h.) 

With high pressure centred across Britain the 3rd was mainly dry and cold. S of a line Anglesey - Norwich 
there was a sharp inland air frost, with similar conditions in Cent and N mainland Scotland. There was 
overnight frontal rain in Shetland and SW England; the former spread S into NE Scotland uring the day 
while the latter area faded away as the high moved slowly S into S Wales. Early fog in the Midlands soon 
cleared (except around Shrewsbury) and much of S and Cent England had a sunny day, as did E 
Scotland. The warmest conditions during ther day were to be found over SW Ireland and on Shetland. 
(Valentia 8.7C, Shawbury -2.6C maximum, Braemar -10.7C minimum, Baltasound 8.6mm, Liscombe 
7.8h.) 

A cold front moved S across N and Cent Scotland on the 4th giving outbreaks of rain and snow as it did 
so. The cloud on this front kept temperatures slightly above freezing overnight across N Scotland; W 
Ireland also had little frost while across England and Wales the air frost was extensive and severe in 
places. By midnight the front was giving falls of rain and snow across parts of NE England and into 
Norfolk. There were also some light falls of snow in parts of Wales, SW England and S Ireland in the 
evening caused by separate bands of thickening cloud. The day was a mainly dull one, except in parts of 
Ireland and S Scotland. (Valentia 8.5C, Leek -1.3C maximum, Benson -9.0C minimum, Aultbea 10.4mm, 
Aldergrove 4.4h.) 

The frontal sleet and snow over N England early on the 5th moved S'wards into S England before dawn 
giving small amounts of snow on the ground in places by 0600GMT. Most inland places, away from S 
Ireland, had an air frost but another area of frontal cloud gave falls of rain (and snow over high ground) 
across S Ireland and in SW England. During the day further light snow showers affected E and Cent S 
parts of England with snow showers reported in the Channel Islands in the evening. Away from these 
intermittent snow showers most places had a sunny day - and a high pressure centre re-formed behind 
the front to reach 1031mb over Cumbria by 2400GMT. Roads and schools were affected by th cold and 
snow, and some flights were hit at Birmingham and Luton airports. Flights were suspended for 90 
minutes at Birmingham International Airport early in the day. Snow meant the runway had to be closed at 
Luton Airport for a similar length of time, leading to some flights being diverted. In Wales, a number of 
roads and schools were affected and the drop in temperatures saw a rise in the number of people treated 
in hospitals for falls on ice. The start of the new term was delayed for some pupils in Gloucestershire 
where 15 schools were closed. Some schools in Kent were also shut. In Lincolnshire a 30-year-old 
woman was killed when her car ended up in the path of a train at a level crossing during the icy 
conditions. (Valentia 8.6C, Braemar -1.6C maximum, Altnaharra -8.2C minimum, Manston 4.8mm, 
Belmullet 7.0h.) 

There was a widespread air frost overnight into the 6th, except in a few coastal areas and across 
extreme N and W areas of Scotland; frontal cloud in these areas resulted in rain that spread E'wards 
across N Scotland during the early hours, before turning to sleet and snow in the E to give ice on 
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untreated roads. Grass minimum temperatures included -15C at Aboyne, -14C at Eskdalemuir and 
Kenley while, according to the Met Office, in some parts of England, Wales and E Scotland the 
temperature fell below -10C. There were a few snow showers before dawn in the Channel Islands. 
Across Scotland it was a mainly cloudy day but elsewhere there were long sunny spells; maximum 
temperatures remained below 0C in parts of Cent England and over high ground in SW England, in 
particluar. Over Scotland the frontal cloud spread rain, sleet and snow S - with some wintry weather in N 
England later in the day. Temperatures fell sharply in the evening in S England ahead of the front. The 
RAC reported road blackspots in the West Midlands and northern and south-eastern England. There 
were school closures in several areas, including 20 schools across Wales. Water from burst pipes 
flooded a classroom and caused the collapse of the staff room ceiling at Bourton-on-the-Water Primary, 
in Gloucestershire. Meanwhile, police in south-west England urged drivers to delay journeys because of 
ice after seven crashes, including two multi-car collisions on the A38 at Harcombe Bends, Devon, and at 
Tideford, Cornwall. (Stornoway 8.7C, Okehampton -2.0C maximum, Aboyne -10.9C minimum, South Uist 
11.8mm, Shobdon 7.8h.) 

The 7th dawned frosty across much of England, Wales and Ireland while frontal cloud over Scotland 
te4nded to keep minimum temperatures a little higher here. Temperatures of -10C and below were 
reported in parts of Cent S England, while on Scilly the overnight minimum was 0.0C at St Mary's. Larkhill 
reported a grass minimum temperature of -16C while -6.1C at Penzance was the lowest in the area since 
1987. The frontal cloud brought rain and snow - the latter as far S as Sussex - and resulted in the 
temperatures rising a little before dawn in the SE. Spadeadam reported a snow depth of 8cm at 
0600GMT with MSL pressure up to 1028mb in S Ireland at this time. With frontal cloud persisting across 
England and Scotland during the day it was dull here; SW England , W Wales and S Ireland had long 
sunny spells, however. Further light rain, sleet and snow continued to move S across England and E 
Wales with falls giving a light covering over high ground in N England. Snow showers also fell across N 
Scotland. The water supply to about 6,000 homes in the Rhondda valley, south Wales, continues to be 
affected after pipes feeding a treatment works froze. About 30 schools were closed in Cumbria because 
of snow and 15 remain shut in parts of Wales. The Department for Work and Pensions said cold weather 
payments had now been triggered at 52 weather stations around the UK since the start of this winter. The 
payment goes to people in receipt of certain benefits. (South Uist 8.6C, High Wycombe 0.1C maximum, 
Benson -11.8C minimum, Carlisle 8.6mm, Camborne 6.9h.) 

Mist and fog were widespread by dawn on the 8th across S Scotland and England. Ground frost was 
widespread away from W and N Scotland although an air frost was largely confined to Ireland, S Wales 
and SW England. There was a little rain overnight across N and W Scotland with Guernsey reporting a 
snow shower just before 0300GMT. Most places remained rather cloudy during the day with the best of 
the sunshine being in the relatively clear ares of SE Ireland. Parts of E England and East Anglia 
remained foggy all day - with daytime temperatures low here as a result; the fog thickened again in the 
evening, becoming freezing in parts of E and Cent S England by midnight. (Baltasound 9.3C, 
Shoeburyness 0.1C maximum, Pembrey Sands -6.2C minimum, Warcop 4.6mm, Charterhall and 
Casement Aerodrome 7.2h.) 

There was little precipitation in the early hours of the 9th although some light snow was reported to the W 
of London. Cent S and SE England had a sharp frost and there was widespread mist and fog at dawn 
across S, Cent and E England. Parts of E England, E Scotland and N Ireland also had an air frost - the 
day was also cold across England with temperatures remaining below 0C in parts of East Anglia and S 
England - with falls of snow grains in places here as freezing fog persisted in parts. Most other places 
were dry during the day - although some precipitation fell in E Scotland. The fog and low cloud then 
became more widespread during the evening and temperatures fell low enough to give a severe frost 
over some inland parts of Cent S England by midnight. The evening saw pressure falling across NW 
Scotland as milder SW'lies intensified here. (Dyce 8.4C, Little Rissington -3.0C maximum, Yeovilton -
8.7C minimum, Baltasound 0.8mm, Thorney Island 7.7h.) 

The 10th saw pressure continue to fall from the NW across the British Isles as an Atlantic depression 
spread fronts across Scotland and Ireland. Ahead of the fronts there was a widespread air frost across 
England with the Met Office reporting that Larkhill recorded their lowest February minimum tremperature 
since 1979 of -9.7C. Freezing fog occurred over much of East Anglia, Cent S and SE England. MSLp 
pressure fell to 986.9mb at North Rona by 0900GMT and rain, heavy in places, then spread across 
Scotland and N and W areas of Ireland during the day. Ahead of the rain there were also light snow 
showers from NE England to London - as cloud cover in the E thickened during the day. most places SE 
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of a line Humberside-Hampshire remained below 0C during the day. London had its coldest February day 
since 1 February 1997. In the W of the British Isles there were gales with North Rona reporting a gust of 
92kn at 0600GMT and 94kn at 1200GMT. Very little sunshine was reported away from S England and 
frozne ground caused the cancellation of many sporting fixtures across Britain. Skaters flocked to the 
Cambridgeshire Fenlands after freezing conditions provided a rare opportunity to take part in a traditional 
sport; low temperatures have made skating possible each day this week for the first time in more than a 
decade. Although not yet cold enough for the British and Fenland Skating Championships, about 60 
skaters were out on the ice in the morning. The ice is thought to be an inch thick but not strong enough 
for competitions. All weekend ferry sailings between the Isle of Man and Lancashire were cancelled 
because of bad weather. (Kinlochewe 10.1C, Marham -2.3C maximum, Kenley -10.0C minimum, 
Tyndrum 39.2mm, Manston 4.2h.) 

An air frost lingered across E England into the 11th as temperatures continued to rise from the W. 
Minimum temperatures were widely in the range 6-9C across Scotland, Ireland and Wales. During the 
day temperatures continued to rise in the E while across Scotland and Ireland maximum temperatures 
were in the range 10-13C. It was windy and wet overnight across Scotland and Ireland with gusts over 
60kn over high ground in Wales also. Eight rescuers were hurt as they helped two injured climbers down 
from near the summit of Snowdon in a dramatic night time operation just after midnight. There was some 
sunshine in the morning across SE England and East Anglia but elsewhere the day was cloudy with 
some heavy falls of rain over Scotland, Ireland and Wales. Gusts reached 71kn at north Rona at 
2000GMT as MSL pressure fell to 977.1mb at North Rona by 2100GMT. Gusts over 50kn were widely 
reported across W Scotland and also occurred in parts of N England. (Machrihanish 13.8C, Langdon Bay 
5.9C maximum, East Malling -5.2C minimum, Shap 83.6mm, Manston 4.9h.) 

Frontal cloud and windy conditions meant a generally mild start to the 12th. There was overnight rain 
over Scotland, Ireland, Wales and much of W England and this spread E and S during the day to give a 
wert day over Wales, and S and Cent England. Elsewhere, there were showers in the W across Scotland 
and Ireland with E areas of these countries remaining mostly dry by day. Valentia reported thunder in the 
afternoon. Winds slowly eased during the day as the low centre to the NW of Scotland filled and pressure 
rose from the W. The sunniest areas were over N Ireland, and S and E Scotland. (Hawarden 11.7C, 
Dalwhinnie 5.4C maximum, Kinbrace 3.8C minimum, Capel Curig 61.1mm, Connaught Airport 6.4h.) 

Except over high ground in Scotland there was little air frost into the 13th although many areas of N 
Britain had a ground frost. Areas of rain affected NW Scotland, S Ireland, Wales and parts of the 
Midlands overnight as troughs brought organised falls here. Extreme E parts of England also had some 
light falls from a lingering front - and there were some further falls here during the day. Many parts of 
Wales and England had showers or more prolonged rain during the day - and away from E England most 
places had sunny periods for at least part of the day. There were also reports of light sleet or snow in 
Cumbria in the evening. (Charlwood 10.9C, Loch Glascarnoch 3.4C maximum, Fyvie Castle -2.0C 
minimum, Capel Curig 20.0mm, Inverbervie 7.2h.) 

Early on the 14th there were some showers over S parts of England, but in many parts of the British Isles 
skies were clear enough for a widespread, but mainly light, air frost. Wintry showers fell across the 
Northern Isles overnight while freezing fog formed over many parts of Cent and S England. There was 
also some mist and fog in parts of NE and E England. By midday the next area of frontal rain was falling 
across much of Ireland and this spread into W Wales later in the morning. Pressure then fell rapidly in the 
W and by the evening rain was falling over W areas of Scotland and England. In the evening the rain 
reached E Scotland and N England with some snow over parts of S and Cent Scotland. Wales, Ireland 
and W Britain had a mainly dull day and by 2400GMT MSL pressure had fallen to 988mb at Belmullet - 
with gales over NW Scotland and gusty conditions over the W half of the British Isles by this time. 32mm 
of rain fell at Valentia in the 12 hours ending 1800GMT. (Valentia 11.8C, Dalwhinnie 1.5C maximum, 
Braemar -6.1C minimum, Port Ellen 29.6mm, Holbeach 7.1h.) 

There was a short-lived air frost into the 15th in East Anglia, ahead of the advancing frontal cloud - 
although even here the temperature had risen to about 3C by dawn. Most of the overnight rain fell over 
Scotland and Ireland, with smaller amounts in Wales and W parts of England. During the day the rain 
was mainly confined to S and E Scotland, E Ireland, Wales and SW England. There were gales over W 
parts of the British Isles although pressure slowly rose here as the low centre W of Ireland moved N. 
Daytime temperatures were widely above 6C, although it was colder in E England - and there was little 
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sunshine anywhere. (Aultbea 12.1C, Wattisham 4.0C maximum, Norwich Airport -0.3C minimum, 
Tyndrum 33.2mm, Malin Head 1.6h.) 

Rain affected most parts of England overnight into the 16th with falls also across Wales and parts of 
Scotland and Ireland. Showers followed the rain and these became organised and heavy as further 
troughs/frontal areas crossed E'wards during the day. Most places consequently had a rather cloudy day, 
although there were sunny intervals in places. (Yeovilton 11.7C, Dalwhinnie 5.4C maximum, Loch 
Glascarnoch 2.1C minimum, Tyndrum 26.0mm, Charterhall 3.0h.) 

During the early hours of the 17th squally bands of rain moved E across the British Isles; the Met Office 
reported a gust of 56mph at Pembury Sands. The rain was followed by a drier interlude although by 
midday a deepening low pressure centre to the W of Ireland (1200GMT MSL pressure of 978.6mb at 
Belmullet) was driving rain and showers across Ireland from the SW. During the afternoon and evening 
this low centre moved NE'wards (MSL pressure 950.3mb at North Rona at 2400GMT) with a gust of 
107mph at Belmullet at 1600GMT. According to the Met Office there was a 2m tidal surge in W Scotland. 
Heavy rain swept across the British Isles during the afternoon and evening with hail in places and thunder 
reported in Cornwall and parts of Ireland in the evening as showery weather followed the main areas. 
Exposed parts of Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales saw the worst of the conditions into the evening. 
In Downpatrick, a motorist died when a tree fell on her car while Northern Ireland Electricity says 15,000 
homes are without power. A surfer had to be rescued after drifting a mile out to sea off the Kintyre coast 
at Machrihanish. In Scotland's Western Isles, people were told not to travel because of severe gales in 
the Outer Hebrides. In Devon and Cornwall, winds brought down power lines, telegraph poles, trees and 
scaffolding in parts of Cornwall and Devon, causing some road closures. (Isles Of Scilly 11.3C, 
Dalwhinnie 3.8C maximum, Lough Fea 0.9C minimum, Tyndrum 27.4mm, Kinloss 5.3h.) 

Once frontal rain had cleared SE England early on the 18th a mainly showery day followed. It remained 
generally windy due to low pressure close to N Scotland - although this centre was replaced by another 
close to W Ireland (MSL pressure at Belmullet down to 974.7mb by 2400GMT) which pushed a warm 
sector N across S Ireland and SW England in the evening. Showers of rain and hail, with sleet and hill 
snow affected W areas of the British Isles during the day before the warm sector brought more rain from 
the SW. Thunder was reported over Ireland and Cornwall in the morning - with further thunder in the 
afternoon across Ireland and some hail on Jersey later. Snow showers were widespread across Ireland 
and in parts of Scotland. (Isles Of Scilly 9.1C, Dalwhinnie 1.1C maximum, Dalwhinnie -1.3C minimum, 
Lusa 24.4mm, Church Lawford 7.0h.) 

Overnight and into the morning of the 19th rain spread N and E affecting most areas. Pressure was low 
across the entire British Isles, falling to 960.4mb at South Uist at 0900GMT. Over hills in N Britain the rain 
fell as snow, and was followed by showery weather from the S. The Met Office reported some significant 
accumulation of snow over high ground in N England and Scotland. The following showers were also 
wintry in places. Heavy snowfalls have caused lengthy tailbacks on the A74(M) motorway in southern 
Scotland. Passengers encountered delays at Edinburgh Airport after heavy snow forced the runway to 
close for almost two hours. Hail showers were reported in the afternoon in parts of Ireland, on Guernsey 
and in a few areas of England. Thunder was heard at Belmullet and Northolt. In Cornwall Falmouth 
Coastguard MRCC was hit by lightning; this knocked out all radio and telephone communications. 
(Kinlochewe 12.9C, Baltasound 7.6C maximum, Topcliffe -1.6C minimum, Tyndrum 39.0mm, Shobdon 
3.8h.) 

There was a widespread air frost across Scotland on the 20th with temperatures close to freezing 
elsewhere. Showers affected Scotland and Ireland overnight with lesser falls in parts of England and 
Wales. The showers fell as snow over N and Cent Scotland and over some high ground in N England. 
Troughs brought further showers from the W during the day with snow across Ireland and Scotland and 
hail on Guernsey. In Northern Ireland falls were heavy with 13cm of lying snow at 1200GMT at Lough 
Fea. While Ireland and W Scotland had a rather cloudy day there were sunny spells in England and 
Wales - although the SE corner of England was also rather dull. Schools were closed and bus services 
cancelled in Londonderry after heavy overnight snowfalls. Snow made driving conditions difficult in 
Counties Tyrone, Fermanagh, Donegal and north Antrim. (London and Malin Head 7.6C, Lough Fea 1.7C 
maximum, Loch Glascarnoch-8.3C minimum, Tyndrum 22.2mm, Holbeach 6.9h.) 

While E parts of the British Isles had and air frost in places into the 21st - there was also a widespread air 
frost in S England, showers in the W meant cloudier skies and less frost, although some of the showers 
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continued to fall as snow. Clearing skies gave some icy conditions across Cornwall, Devon, Somerset 
and Dorset around the dawn period. The showers died out during the day and E Britain saw little 
precipitation during the day. By midday, however, a warm front had spread further rain across W Ireland 
and the front then moved E to clear parts of E Britain by midnight - with some rain in most areas and 
some further heavy spells of rain in SW England and Ireland as further fronts followed through. Much of 
England and E Scotland had a sunny day. (Valentia 11.2C,Dalwhinnie 1.2C maximum, Northolt -4.4C 
minimum, Culdrose 24.4mm, Norwich Airport 6.5h.) 

Rainfall was widespread overnight into the 22nd with all areas seeing some precipitation and falls being 
heavy over in the W. With deepening low pressure to the NW of Scotland it was a windy day in most 
places with further widespread falls during the day - albeit lesser amounts. MSL pressure fell to 962.3mb 
at 1500GMT at North Rona - and in the evening another deepening low centred reached the N coast of 
Cornwall (centre 970mb). During the afternoon, further rain spread NE'wards into Wales and SW England 
ahead of this centre - and then across many other parts of England in the evening. Wintry showers fell 
across Scotland in the evening. (London 10.9C, Dalwhinnie 3.5C maximum, Loch Glascarnoch -0.7C 
minimum, Isles Of Scilly 32.4mm, Dublin Airport 4.9h.) 

There was widespread rain across England into the 23rd as a deepening area of low pressure pushed E 
across S England to reach the Netherlands by midday. At Manston MSL pressure was down to 964.9mb 
at 0600GMT. However, with continuing low pressure over N Scotland the winds from this low were not as 
strong as they might have been, except on the S flank. Across Scotland and N Ireland there were 
showers early in the day with an area of more general rain following later. By dawn the rain across 
England was confined to E areas with some snow over high ground over the Midlands - with later wintry 
falls in East Anglia. There was also some wintry weather across the hills of N England and S Scotland. 
The rain across Scotland, with some snow over higher ground cleared E Scotland later in the evening. 
(Isles Of Scilly 8.7C, Dalwhinnie 2.0C maximum, Katesbridge -2.1C minimum, Manston 26.8mm, 
Aberdaron 7.8h.) 

There was little rain overnight into the 24th except over W areas of Scotland and Ireland where a few 
showers came inland. Elsewhere, there was a widespread inland air frost. Most places remained dry 
during the day with sunny periods, except for SW England, W Ireland and W Scotland where scattered 
showers continued to fall. In the evening frontal cloud spread rain across Ireland as MSL pressure fell to 
966.3mb at Valentia ahead of the next low centre. Near Glencoe there was an avalanche that caused the 
deaths of three climbers. (Isles Of Scilly 10.2C, Eskdalemuir 2.2C maximum, Aboyne -5.6C minimum, 
Culdrose 17.4mm, Inverbervie 7.0h.) 

Low pressure centres close to, or over, the British Isles on the 25th made for rather unsettled weather. 
Overnight wet and windy conditions spread from SW Ireland to N Scotland with falls of snow reported 
over high ground in N England and Scotland and also in parts of Ireland. Rain was heavy in parts of SW 
England and Wales before dawn and there were gales in some SW coastal areas. The rain cleared to the 
NE during the day but in SE England it remained wet as a wave developed on the clearing front. Snow 
fell for a while in N Ireland, settling over high ground. A front curved around from NW Ireland to N of 
Shetland and down E England by 2400GMT, so these coastal areas remained damp. There were reports 
of a small tornado early in the day at Port Navas on the Helford Estuary near Falmouth. A witness, 
Malcolm Hooper said there was a solid wall of hail with electrical discharges; there was some damage 
caused to trees and outbuildings. (Chivenor 9.8C, Dalwhinnie 3.1C maximum, Tain Range -4.3C 
minimum, Ballypatrick Forest 28.0mm, Charterhall 5.7h.) 

Troughs associated with an area of low pressure centred over SW England gave some heavy showers 
early on the 26th. Frontal rain in E England became light and soon faded. By dawn mist was widespread 
over E England with a few fog patches. During the day most places were then mainly dry but the evening 
saw further frontal rain spreading E across Ireland while mist returned to many areas of England. Some 
snow was reported in Belfast before dawn and snow grains fell in fog at High Wycombe. Hail fell during 
showers on Guernsey in the morning. (Valentia 11.1C, Redesdale Camp 3.5C maximum, Aboyne -5.2C 
minimum, Aberporth 6.6mm, Tain Range 7.6h.) 

In the early hours of the 27th light rain spread E into W Scotland and W England while in E England mist 
and fog were widespread. The mist and fog cleared to give a mainly sunny day in the E while frontal 
cloud persisted in the W with further rain and drizzle and mist and fog over high ground. Heavier rain 
affected W England in the evening - this also fell over Wales as a wave developed on a slow-moving front 
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to the S of Cornwall. (Isles Of Scilly 10.7C, Durham 4.2C maximum, Benson -4.3C minimum, Isles Of 
Scilly 14.8mm, East Malling 6.7h.) 

Scotland and Ireland had a widespread ground frost into the 28th although an air frost was mostly 
confined to N and Cent Scotland. Heavy rain affected Wales and much of England in the early hours - 
this soon moved E towards E England where it was a dull and damp day as a result. E Scotland, Wales 
and Ireland had sunny spells during the day while W Scotland was rather dull. In the evening the damp 
and misty weather in SE England spread N and W to affect many parts of England and Wales, giving fog 
in places. (Trawsgoed 11.2C,Langdon Bay 3.2C maximum, Aboyne -5.1C minimum, Hawarden 14.2mm, 
Shannon Airport 7.0h) 

The 29th was a rather cloudy day except in E England as frontal bands made their presence felt. There 
was widespread mist and few fog patches over E and Cent England by dawn with an air frost in E 
Scotland overnight with other parts of N Britain having an air frost. W parts of Ireland and Scotland had 
the highest temperatures during the day and rain was mainly confined to W Ireland during the day after a 
mostly dry night - although rain did spread a little E later in the evening. Temperatures in SE England 
reflected the arrival of colder air from the near continent in a SE'ly airflow. (Valentia 12.5C, Little 
Rissington 3.4C maximum, Leuchars -4.0C minimum, Isle of Scilly 5.3mm, Manston 6.4h.) 

The 30th was another mainly cloudy day away from E England. Rain spread E overnight into W areas of 
England and Scotland with minimum temperatures in W parts being kept high by the present of cloud and 
a S'ly airflow. There was little by way of an air frost but a widespread ground frost occurred in E Britain. 
During the day the rain spread E into E Scotland but made only little further progress E in England. There 
was again a pronounced W-E temperature gradient during the day with much of Ireland reporting 
temperatures above 10C. With low pressure close to Ireland it was windy in W parts of the British Isles 
and gales across the Northern Isles. (Kinlochewe 14.0C, Bingley 3.5C maximum, Emley Moor -1.9C 
minimum, Tyndrum 33.8mm, Manston 6.9h.) 

During the early hours of the 31st rain in the W began to push W into Ireland leaving much of Wales and 
SW England dry; parts of Scotland and Ireland had some heavy falls overnight, however. E parts of 
England had a ground frost but rather cloudy skies meant little air frost. During the day there was further 
rain over Ireland and little rain in W Scotland while brightening skies in the E led to some sunny spells 
close to the E coast of England. (Lusa 12.5C, Langdon Bay 2.8C maximum, Emley Moor -1.5C minimum, 
Killowen 44.0mm, Holbeach 7.8h.) 

Information provided courtesy of Roger Brugge, Department of Meteorology at the University of 
Reading and the Climatological Observers Link.
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Notable Weather Events recorded across Northamptonshire

2 February

Continual snow showers across the county cause disruption. Initial snow showers overnight and during 
the morning remain light in contrast to significantly heavier falls elsewhere. However, more substantial 
snow arrives during the afternoon forcing the closure of a number of schools. The snow caused the 
cancellation of rubbish collections across South Northamptonshire district and additional calls to the East 
Midlands Ambulance Service from members of the public slipping and falling over in the icy conditions. 
The entire fleet of the county's gritters were on the roads by the evening as temperatures fell sharply 
resulting in treacherous stretches on many roads. 7cm of lying snow is recorded at Pitsford at 0900hrs on 
the 3rd. 

Children enjoying an unexpected day off school due to heavy snow on 2nd February.

5 February

Further heavy falls of snow overnight into the 5th cause widespread disruption to transport across the 
county. Most minor roads and country lanes are impassable with only main roads accessible with caution. 
The westbound carriageway of the A14 is closed at Catthorpe and several jack-knifed lorries cause 
problems on the M1 closing the northbound carriageway for a time. Other major routes are blocked by 
stuck lorries.  All rural bus services are suspended including those in Wellingborough and Corby. Bus 
services in Northampton are severely restricted. Northampton General Hospital cancels all routine 
operations as medical staff struggle to get into work. Disruption is also caused to rail services through 
Northampton. 15.0cm of lying snow is recorded at Pitsford Hall at 0900 GMT, certainly the heaviest snow 
event recorded by the weather station in its 10 year history. Around 200 schools in the county close 
rewarding children with more sledging opportunities.

6 February

Further heavy snow brings traffic chaos across Northamptonshire during the morning. The snow adds to 
the 13.0cm of lying snow at Pitsford at 0900. Several major routes throughout the county are left 
paralysed. Drivers are forced to abandon their vehicles and many isolated rural villages are cut off for a 
time. The M1 is closed during the heaviest of the snow showers and long tail backs occur on the A43, 
A45 and A14. Extra fire crews are sent to emergency call outs across the county to counteract the 
treacherous road conditions. During the worst of the conditions the Police record up to 45 shunts per 
hour. Plummetting temperatures overnight into the 7th cause another set of problems as ice becomes 
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widespread even on treated roads. Pitsford Hall records a low of -4.7C with 17.0cm of lying snow at 
0900. In Northampton, recycling collections are disrupted and the council abandons plans to collect 
rubbish for at least 2 weeks. Many council run facilities including leisure centres and museums close and 
trials at Northampton Crown Court are adjourned.

For many parts of rural Northamptonshire, improvising appropriate transport becomes a necessity 
following yet further heavy snow on 6 February.

Satellite images showing the extent of the snowfield across England and Wales (left) and 
Northamptonshire (right). Click on images to see larger view.

8 - 9 February

Heavy falls of snow occur during the evening of the 8th resulting in treacherous conditions on untreated 
roads across the county the following morning.  Roads which had become clear following a slow thaw 
during the day ice over making driving extremely hazardous. Rain later in the day on the 9th turns 
increasing to sleet and snow during the evening. Together with the strengthening wind some exposed 
parts of the county report blizzard conditions. The protracted cold spell is beginning to impact on 
businesses and shopkeepers in Abington Street and St Giles Street in Northampton report a marked 
downturn in trade owing customers avoiding the icy pavements. Recycling collections continue to be 
disrupted as councils concentrate on grey bin waste. The combination of rain and snow results in a 24 
hour total of 20.9mm being recorded at Pitsford at 0900 on the 10th. 
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10 February

Residents of towns and villages in Northamptonshire are told to remain vigilant against the possible risk 
of flooding after the River Great Ouse bursts its banks swollen with rainwater and snowmelt. The 
Environment Agency releases a flood warning for parts of Brackley and the River Tove in Towcester. 
Black ice causes problems on several roads including the A43 which was closed until the road was re-
gritted. Several minor accidents are reported on the county's roads overnight around Towcester and the 
villages of Litchborough, Crick and Welford.

11 February

Black ice results in treacherous conditions on the roads across many parts of Northamptonshire, 
particularly Daventry district. The road between West Haddon and Long Buckby is closed for 17 hours 
following an accident. Many roads, including some major routes, go without salting. 

17 February

16 consecutive days with lying snow (covering more than 50% of the ground) come to an end as 
afternoon temperatures climb to 10.6C at Pitsford Hall. This represents the greatest number of days of 
lying snow ever recorded by the station at Pitsford, an even more remarkable record as it relates to one 
single period. Only 2001 came close with 14 days of lying snow, although spread between January, 
February, March and December. 
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Reports from Stations across 
Northamptonshire

Reports received from weather stations affiliated to Pitsford Hall 
weather station from across the county. These sites comprise a 
variety of manned as well as automated weather stations. The 
current network includes Brixworth, Desborough, Thrapston, 
Raunds, Wilby, Byfield and Towcester. 

Individuals running their own weather stations and who would like to 
contribute to this report should contact us directly via phone or 
email.

From K Bulcock, Desborough: xx

COL registered climatological site. Altitude 127m AMSL.

Total rain: 41.7mm (65% of average)
Max 24 hour rainfall: 11.7mm
Total number of raindays: 16

Highest maximum temperature: 12.8C on 22nd
Lowest maximum temperature: 1.7C on 31st
Highest minimum temperature: 10.0C on 22nd
Lowest minimum temperature: -5.0C on 31st
Mean maximum temperature: 6.9C
Mean minimum temperature: 1.1C
Overall mean temperature: 3.9C

Difference from the average: -1.2C

Days with falling snow: 0
Days with lying snow: 0
Days with thunder: 0
Days with fog: 4: 14th, 16th, 16th & 31st
Days with hail: 0
Days with air frosts: 16

Comments: Coldest December since 2001. Dry during the last 10 days.

From C R Bristow, Byfield:xx

COL registered climatological site. Altitude 159m AMSL.

Total rain: 48.6mm (75% of average)
Max 24 hour rainfall: 13.9mm on 4th
Total number of raindays: 13

Highest maximum temperature: 20.0C on 12th
Lowest maximum temperature: 6.9C on 29th
Highest minimum temperature: 11.9C on 13th & 15th
Lowest minimum temperature: -3.6C on 29th
Mean maximum temperature: 13.4C
Mean minimum temperature: 6.0C 
Overall mean temperature: 9.8C
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Lowest grass minimum: -6.0C on 29th

Days with falling snow: 1: 28th
Days with lying snow: 1: 29th
Days with thunder: 0
Days with fog: 1: 12th
Days with hail: 0
Days with ground frosts: 9
Days with air frosts: 2

From M Raymer, Thrapston: 

                  
TEMPERATURE (°C), RAIN  (mm), WIND SPEED (mph)

                                      HEAT  COOL        AVG
    MEAN                              DEG   DEG         WIND                 DOM
DAY TEMP  HIGH   TIME   LOW    TIME   DAYS  DAYS  RAIN  SPEED HIGH   TIME    DIR
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1  -0.2   0.7   15:10  -1.3    0:10  18.5   0.0   0.0   0.6   6.0    8:40   NNE
 2   1.3   4.9   13:30  -2.7   00:00  16.9   0.0   0.3   2.5  17.0   13:50     N
 3  -1.5   2.8   13:00  -5.2    4:30  19.8   0.0   0.0   0.5  10.0   22:30     N
 4  -1.8   0.3   14:40  -3.6    3:20  20.1   0.0   0.0   2.1  14.0   13:50     W
 5   0.3   2.6   13:00  -1.4    0:10  18.0   0.0   2.3   4.2  21.0   10:40    NE
 6  -3.3   2.3   14:50  -7.1    8:50  21.6   0.0   0.3   0.6   7.0    0:10   NNE
 7   0.9   2.8   14:00  -3.8    0:10  17.4   0.0   0.0   0.9  12.0    1:20     W
 8   2.4   4.2   14:20   1.2    3:20  15.9   0.0   0.0   1.2   8.0    5:40   SSW
 9  -0.4   2.4    0:10  -3.4   23:30  18.7   0.0   0.0   1.4  11.0   21:50    SE
10  -2.2   1.7   00:00  -4.2    9:00  20.5   0.0   0.0   5.8  28.0   23:40     S
11   5.8   8.4   12:50   1.7    0:10  12.5   0.0   0.3  15.0  38.0   12:30     S
12   8.4   8.9   12:20   7.2   23:10   9.9   0.0   3.6  14.0  43.0    1:10     S
13   5.6   9.1   13:40   1.1   00:00  12.7   0.0   0.8   3.7  19.0    0:30   SSW
14   0.8   3.8   00:00  -1.3    6:40  17.5   0.0   0.3   2.4  17.0   22:30   SSE
15   5.1   6.5   11:30   3.8    0:10  13.2   0.0   0.0   9.2  26.0   14:00   SSE
16   6.4   8.4   23:10   4.1    2:00  11.9   0.0   0.5   8.8  26.0   22:50     S
17   7.9   9.4   13:50   6.7   10:00  10.3   0.0   2.5  14.0  49.0   20:20     S
18   4.2   6.9   12:10   2.4    5:00  14.1   0.0   2.0   8.1  32.0    0:20   SSW
19   3.9   6.8   13:00   0.8   22:10  14.4   0.0   7.6   8.3  31.0   13:30   SSE
20   2.6   6.7   14:20   0.4   00:00  15.7   0.0   0.0   5.8  22.0    0:10   SSW
21   2.6   6.3   13:20  -0.7    5:40  15.7   0.0   0.8   6.6  33.0   22:50   SSW
22   6.3   9.6   13:50   3.6   18:30  12.0   0.0   5.6   9.8  35.0    1:50   SSE
23   3.4   6.1   14:50  -0.1   23:40  14.8   0.0   4.6   5.1  27.0   12:30    NW
24   1.6   6.3   15:10  -1.4    7:50  16.7   0.0   0.0   3.1  22.0   00:00    SW
25   6.1   7.3   12:30   4.0    0:10  12.2   0.0   3.3  10.4  35.0    4:40   SSE
26   4.4   7.8   11:30  -1.1   00:00  13.8   0.0   0.0   1.4  11.0    1:30   NNE
27   2.2   6.9   14:10  -2.7    4:50  16.1   0.0   0.3   3.2  17.0   14:30     S
28   5.7   6.8   14:30   4.8    5:30  12.6   0.0  12.7   1.9  18.0    1:00     S
29   2.8   5.5    0:10   0.3   22:00  15.4   0.0   0.0   5.0  19.0   15:00    SE
30   2.4   5.7   13:50   0.5    0:10  15.9   0.0   0.3   7.0  22.0   11:20    SE
31   2.7   7.4   13:10   0.1   00:00  15.7   0.0   0.0   7.3  28.0   13:00   ESE
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
     2.8   9.6    22    -7.1     6   480.6   0.0  47.8   5.5  49.0    17       S

Mean Maximum Temp: 5.7°C
Mean Minimum Temp: 0.1°C
Mean Temp: 2.8°C (-1.6°C from long term mean)

Rainfall: 47.8mm   (-4.5mm from long term mean)
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From J Buck, Towcester:

 Total rainfall:   45.9mm
 No.of rain days:  12
 No.of wet days:   11
 Most rain in a day: 7.8mm on the 19th
 
 Highest maximum temperature: 9.3C on 22nd & 26th
 Lowest maximum temperature:  0.1C on 4th
 Highest minimum temperature: 7.4C on 12th
 Lowest minimum temperature: -8.8C on 6th
 Mean maximum temperature:    5.5C
 Mean minimum temperature:   -0.5C
 Mean temperature:            2.5C
 
 Days with air frost:      15
 Days with fog at 0900hrs:  2
 Days with hail:            1(5mm dia.)
 Days with sleet or snow falling: 2
 Days with snow lying at 0900hrs: 3
 Days with thunder: 0
 
 No.of days when wind direction:
 N     1
 NE    4
 E     3
 SE    3
 S     8
 SW    5
 W     2
 NW    2
 Calm  3
 
 Strongest gust: 49mph on 17th
 
 
Comments:

Coldest February(and of any month) since 1997, due to very cold start. Minimum temperature of -8.8C on     
6th coldest February night(equal with 2.1.1997) since -13.0C was recorded on 13.1.1987.The last night in 
any month which was colder was 24.12.1994 when -9.0C was registered.

Air pressure 969mb on morning of the 23rd,the lowest February reading in my record(1982).
Rainfall lower than average, though driest February only since 2006.

From J Borrett, Wilby: 

WIND SPEED & WIND CHILL (LOCATED 8.3 METRES ABOVE THE GROUND)

HIGHEST WIND SPEED OVER 2 MINUTES 38.8MPH (17TH @ 20:55)
LOWEST WIND CHILL-12.5°C (10TH @ 09:09)

TEMPERATURE

HIGHEST 9.7°C (17TH @ 11:42)
LOWEST -6.9°C (6TH @ 07:01)
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HUMIDITY (RANGE:  5 - 98%)

LOWEST 95% (14TH @ 15:57)
HIGHEST 60% (6TH @ 14:33)

RAINFALL

WETTEST 24 HOURS FROM 7:30AM 6.9MM (27TH)
WETTEST HOUR 2.1MM (19TH - BETWEEN 06:30 & 07:30)
MONTHLY TOTAL 41.7MM
YEARLY TOTAL 41.7MM

AIR PRESSURE (TAKEN AT SEA LEVEL)

HIGHEST 1034MB (2ND @ 07:28)
LOWEST 970MB (23RD @ 06:12)

SUNSHINE DURATION & BRIGHTNESS

SUNNIEST DAY 4.7 HOURS (18TH)
MONTHLY TOTAL 41.3 HOURS
MAX BRIGHTNESS 42100 LUX (26TH @ 12:54)

SUNSHINE DURATION IS CALCULATED WHEN THE BRIGHTNESS IS ABOVE 20000 LUX
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From Brixworth Automatic Weather Station:

Brixworth automatic weather station is affiliated to Pitsford Hall. The station uses an Instromet Ltd 
Climatica Plus system. Data from Brixworth is released every 15 minutes via the main web site, 
www.northantsweather.org.uk providing a back-up to the main automatic weather station at Pitsford 
Hall. For information from Brixworth contact the station manager at Pitsford Hall weather station.

Max (C) Min (C) Mean (C) Low (mb) High (mb) Mean (mb) Rain (mm) Mean (mph) Max (mph) Wind Dir (°) Sun (hrs)
1st 0.4 -2.4 -1 1013.0 1015.0 1014 0.0 0.3 6 201 0.0
2nd 3.6 -2 0.8 1013.0 1016.0 1015 0.0 2.0 13 138 1.6
3rd 2.4 -2.4 0 1011.0 1016.0 1014 0.0 1.0 10 165 0.0
4th -0.8 -4 -2.4 1002.0 1011.0 1007 0.0 2.3 17 263 0.0
5th 2 -2.4 -0.2 1001.0 1012.0 1007 0.2 3.7 21 145 2.0
6th -0.8 -5.6 -3.2 1008.0 1012.0 1010 0.0 0.8 8 164 7.4
7th 1.6 -4.4 -1.4 1007.0 1012.0 1010 0.6 3.3 15 288 0.0
8th 4 0.4 2.2 1011.0 1013.0 1012 0.0 0.3 8 210 0.0
9th 1.6 -3.6 -1 1011.0 1013.0 1012 0.0 1.3 10 165 0.1
10th 2 -4.4 -1.2 1006.0 1011.0 1009 0.0 3.2 23 213 0.0
11th 8 1.6 4.8 996.0 1007.0 1002 0.0 9.6 41 204 0.8
12th 8.8 6.8 7.8 987.0 996.0 992 2.9 7.8 40 207 0.0
13th 7.6 1.6 4.6 988.0 995.0 992 0.0 2.5 21 241 0.1
14th 4.8 -1.2 1.8 994.0 997.0 996 0.0 3.6 22 201 0.0
15th 6.4 4 5.2 992.0 996.0 994 0.2 10.4 30 167 0.0
16th 8 3.6 5.8 990.0 995.0 993 1.4 9.4 32 188 0.0
17th 8 3.2 5.6 972.0 990.0 981 6.0 12.0 54 207 4.2
18th 5.2 2 3.6 971.0 978.0 975 0.1 5.4 32 220 6.7
19th 5.6 0 2.8 956.0 974.0 965 3.7 6.6 35 203 1.4
20th 5.2 -0.4 2.4 962.0 978.0 970 0.0 3.1 21 212 5.8
21st 4.8 -1.2 1.8 972.0 984.0 978 1.4 6.9 39 191 5.3
22nd 9.2 2.8 6 958.0 972.0 965 4.3 9.3 39 201 1.4
23rd 5.2 0 2.6 948.0 964.0 956 1.0 6.1 35 224 0.8
24th 5.2 -0.8 2.2 963.0 975.0 969 0.0 3.5 37 234 2.4
25th 7.2 4 5.6 960.0 971.0 966 6.0 10.4 43 165 0.0
26th 8 -1.2 3.4 971.0 992.0 982 0.0 1.3 14 91 5.2
27th 6.4 -1.2 2.6 992.0 995.0 994 0.0 3.7 20 166 0.6
28th 6.8 4.4 5.6 993.0 998.0 996 1.5 2.5 23 147 0.0
29th 6 -0.4 2.8 997.0 1000.0 999 0.0 5.2 20 142 2.0
30th 5.6 -0.4 2.6 995.0 999.0 997 0.0 6.4 23 126 0.7
31st 5.2 0.8 3 993.0 997.0 995 0.0 10.7 32 105 4.4

Temperatures    
Highest max 9.2 C on 22nd
Lowest max -0.8 C on 4th
Lowest min -5.6 C on 6th
Highest min 6.8 C on 12th
Mean 2.4 C  
    
Rainfall     
Max Rain 6.0 mm on 25th
Total Rain 29.4 mm  
        
Sunshine    
Max 7.4 hrs on  6th
Total 52.7 hrs  
        
Pressure (station level)    
Max Press. 1016 mb on 2nd
Min Press 948 mb on 23rd
Mean Press 992 mb  
    
Winds    
Max mean (24hrs) 12.0 mph on 17th
Average 5.0 mph  
Max gust 54 mph on 17th
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Special Report –  Severe Winters of 1947 and 1963

Since daily meteorological records began in Britain in the 17th century, there have been a number of 
severe winters. The coldest of all was probably 1684, when the diarist John Evelyn took a coach to 
Lambeth along the frozen River Thames.

There was an exceptionally cold and protracted winter in 1739/40 when, between November 1739 and 
May 1740, snow fell on 39 days in the London area. January in both 1795 and 1814 were colder than 
January 1740, and the month of February in 1855, 1895 and 1947 were colder than February 1740.

England and Wales would have to wait 223 years for a winter as cold as 1740: 1963.

But what was so remarkable about the 1739/40, however, is that the mean temperatures of both January 
and February were below 0 °C in the Midlands and southern England. The only other known instance of 
two successive months with mean temperatures below freezing took place in December 1878 and 
January 1879.

Serious snowfall 

From 22 January to 17 March in 1947, snow fell every day somewhere in the UK, with the weather so 
cold that the snow accumulated. The temperature seldom rose more than a degree or two above 
freezing.

There were several snowfalls of 60 cm or more, and depths of level snow reached 150 cm in upper 
Teesdale and the Denbighshire Hills. Across Britain, drifts more than five metres deep blocked roads and 
railways. People were cut off for days. The armed services dropped supplies by helicopter to isolated 
farmsteads and villages, and helped to clear roads and railways.
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In mid January 1947, no-one expected the winter to go down in the annals as the snowiest since 1814 
and among the coldest on record. After two cold spells that had failed to last - one before Christmas 
1946, the other during the first week of January - the weather had turned unseasonably mild.

During the night of 15-16 January, the temperature at Leeming in North Yorkshire didn't fall below 11.7 
°C. The following day, maximum temperatures close to 14 °C were recorded in Norfolk, Herefordshire 
and Flintshire. All this was soon to change.

An area of high pressure moved northwards from France on 18 January. Two days later, the anticyclone 
was centred off north-west Norway. It then drifted south-east to southern Scandinavia, and dominated 
weather over the British Isles for the rest of the month. The first night frost came on the 20th and the 
winter began in earnest on the 23rd, when snow fell heavily over the south and south-west of England. 
Even in the Isles of Scilly, a few centimetres of snow fell. The blizzard in south-west England was the 
worst since 1891; many villages in Devon were isolated.

Unrelenting harsh weather 

The cold, snowy weather continued through February and into March. Any breaks in the cold weather 
were short-lived. 

On no day in February 1947 did the temperature at Kew Observatory top 4.4 °C, and only twice in the 
month was the night minimum temperature above 0 °C 

The mean maximum temperature for the month was 0.5 °C (6.9 °C below average) and the mean 
minimum was -2.7 °C (4.6 °C below average) 

On 26 of the month's 28 days, snow was lying at 0900 UTC 

South of a line from The Wash to the River Dee, mean maximum temperatures were everywhere more 
than 5.5 °C below average and, in some places, more than 7 °C below average 
Mean minimum temperatures were more than 4 °C below average everywhere in the south and south-
west of England, and almost 6 °C below average in some places.

February 1947 was the coldest February on record in many places and, for its combination of low 
temperatures with heavy snow, bore comparison with January 1814. 

One notable feature of February 1947 was the lack of precipitation in parts of western Scotland. Because 
of the persistent anticyclonic conditions, some places that were normally very wet had no rain at all. A 
completely dry month in western Scotland is unusual. It was unprecedented in February.

Another unusual feature of February 1947 was the lack of sunshine in the Midlands and south of England 
- a complete contrast to the north-west of Scotland, where the weather was unusually sunny.

At Kew, Nottingham and Edgbaston, there was no sun on 22 of the month's 28 days. At Kew, there was 
none at all from the 2nd to the 22nd. Hardly anywhere in the Midlands and southern England did the 
sunshine totals for the month exceed 40 per cent of average. 

When skies did clear, night-time temperatures plunged. A minimum of -21 °C was recorded at Woburn in 
Bedfordshire early on 25 February. Without the cloud, the month would almost certainly have been even 
colder than it was, certainly at night.

More snow, flooding and then gales 

In some parts of the British Isles, snow fell on as many as 26 days in February 1947. Much of the snow 
was powdery and was soon whipped into deep drifts by strong winds.

If February hadn't been enough, March was even worse. In the first half of the month, there were more 
gales and heavy snowstorms.
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On 4 and 5 March, heavy snow fell over most of England and Wales, with severe drifting. On 6 March, 
drifts were five metres deep in the Pennines and three metres deep in the Chilterns. In some places, 
glazed frost occurred. On 10 and 11 March, southern Scotland had its heaviest snowfall of the winter, 
and the snowstorm reached the Scottish Highlands, where, on 12 March, drifts more than seven metres 
deep were reported.

Meanwhile, mild air with a temperature of 7-10 °C edged into the extreme south-west of the British Isles 
on 10 March, bringing rain. The ensuing thaw was rapid. By the evening of 11 March, vast areas of 
southern England were under water. After weeks of frost, the ground was frozen hard. The rain and 
meltwater couldn't soak into the ground. Surface run-off was the only option.

The warm air spread northwards and eastwards. Meltwater from the Welsh mountains poured into the 
valleys of the Severn and Wye, flooding Herefordshire and Gloucestershire. The rivers of the English 
Midlands burst their banks. By 13 March, Fenland rivers were close to overspilling. 

On 15 March, a deepening depression from the Atlantic approached the British Isles, bringing rain and 
severe gales. During the afternoon of 16 March, mean winds over southern England reached 50 knots, 
with gusts of 80-90 knots.

Buildings were damaged and waves were whipped up on floodwaters. In East Anglia, where the major 
rivers flow north-eastwards, the south-westerly wind drove water before it and waves pounded the dykes. 
Water levels rose and the dykes gave way. Most of Fenland was inundated. Troops were called in, but 
they could do little to stop water pouring through the breached dykes.

River levels rose relentlessly. For example, the banks of the Trent burst at Nottingham on 18 March and 
hundreds of homes were flooded, many to first floor level. When floodwater reached the tidal part of the 
Trent, it was impeded by a spring tide, and the whole of the lower Trent valley was flooded.

The floods in the West Country subsided after 20 March, but rivers continued to rise in eastern England. 
The Wharfe, Derwent, Aire and Ouse all burst their banks and flooded a huge area of southern Yorkshire. 
The town of Selby was almost completely under water. Only the ancient abbey and a few streets around 
the market place escaped inundation. Seventy per cent of all houses in the town were flooded.

The cold and snowy weather had, at last, ended, but the misery of the floods continued into the spring. 
And to make matters worse, the severe difficulties caused by the winter of 1947 were aggravated by the 
fuel and food shortages that remained after the Second World War.

The coldest winter since 1740 

The winter of 1962/63 was the coldest over England and Wales since 1740. As in 1947, anticyclones to 
the north and east of the British Isles brought bitterly cold winds from the east day after day. As in 1947, 
depressions followed tracks to southward of the British Isles and their fronts brought snow to England, 
Wales and the southernmost parts of Scotland.

Mean maximum temperatures for January 1963 were more than 5 °C below average over most of Wales, 
the Midlands and southern England and in some places more than 7 °C below average. Mean minimum 
temperatures over this area were equally far below average. The story was much the same in February.

The winter began abruptly, just before Christmas 1962. The weather in the first three weeks of December 
was changeable and sometimes stormy. From the 4th to the 6th, London experienced its worst spell of 
fog since the Great Smog of 1952.

Ten days later, the weather was particularly wet and stormy, with a gust of 88 knots recorded at 
Blackpool during the night of 15/16 December, the strongest since records began in 1946. The weather 
situation changed markedly on 22 December. On the 23rd, high pressure extended all the way from the 
southern Baltic to Cornwall, bringing cold easterly winds to much of England and Wales.

A belt of rain over northern Scotland on 24 December turned to snow as it moved south, giving Glasgow 
its first white Christmas since 1938. The snow belt reached southern England on Boxing Day and 
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became almost stationary. The following day, snow lay five centimetres deep in the Channel Islands and 
30 cm deep in much of southern England.

A blizzard over south-west England and south Wales on 29 and 30 December brought snowdrifts 6 m 
deep. Villages were cut off, some for several days. Roads and railways were blocked. Telephone wires 
were brought down. Stocks of food ran low. Farmers couldn't reach their livestock. Thousands of sheep, 
ponies and cattle starved to death.

From Boxing Day 1962 to early March 1963, much of England was continuously under snow. Unlike the 
winter of 1947, however, 1962/63 was sunnier than average in most parts of the area affected, 
considerably so in some places.

Manchester's sunshine total for January was more than twice the average. Even in the south of England, 
where snow fell frequently, sunshine totals were above average in most places.

The most remarkable feature of the 1962/63 winter was not so much its snowiness as its coldness. The 
winter of 1947 was snowier than 1962/63, but not as cold.

In January 1963, there were 25 or more air frosts almost everywhere in southern England and south 
Wales. In February 1963, air frost occurred every night at Durham, and almost every night in the English 
Midlands. At several stations in southern England and south Wales, mean maximum temperatures were 
below 0 °C in January and little higher in February. Mean minimum temperatures were well below 
freezing almost everywhere in England, Wales and Scotland away from coasts. Extremely low 
temperatures were recorded - for example, a minimum of -22.2 °C was recorded at Braemar on 18 
January.

Lakes and rivers froze. Ice formed on harbours in the south and east of England. Patches of ice formed 
on the sea. Huge blocks of ice formed on beaches where waves broke and the spray froze. Coastal 
marine life suffered severely.

As in 1947, so it was in the winter of 1962/63: brief thaws occurred from time to time, and winter didn't 
fully relax its grip before early March. In the last few days of February and the first few days of March 
1963, sunny weather brought afternoon temperatures of 4 or 5 °C, but clear skies allowed temperatures 
to plummet at night. Frosts were moderate or severe.
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At last, on 4 March, a mild south-westerly flow of air reached the British Isles. There was occasional rain 
that day in most parts of Britain, and further rain the following day in the west and north, this time 
prolonged. On 6 March, there was no frost anywhere in the British Isles and the temperature in London 
reached 17 °C - the highest since 25 October 1962.

The coldest winter over England and Wales since 1740, and the coldest over Scotland since 1879, had 
ended. With the thaw came flooding, but nothing like the scale of the 1947 floods. Soon after the winter of 
1962/63, life returned to normal.

Page 30



Pitsford Hall Weather Station – Monthly Weather Report – February 2009 

Station Notes xxxxxxxxx

Following predictions of heavy snow at the end of the month, the weather station became victim of a 
media frenzy as it appeared in multiple newspaper reports across the county. The station’s manager 
was also interviewed about the forthcoming weather on the new local radio station Heart 96. 

Maintenance work was completed in February to repair some rotten timber in the large Stevenson 
screen. Given its exposed position on the roof of Pitsford Hall, this screen has received a considerable 
battering from the elements since it was erected less than 10 years ago. However, the repairs should 
ensure that the screen remains good for a few more years yet.

The weather station has recently won a four-star award for its web site from School Zone. School Zone 
is a subscription-based web site providing refereed resource material for teachers. To quote from the 
station’s link on the web site - "This is the website for Pitsford Hall weather station at Northamptonshire 
Grammar School. There are links to a variety of pages relating to the weather in the area. There is up-to-
the-minute information about temperatures, cloud amount and local forecasts. I like the wind direction 
and strength superimposed onto an aerial photo of the town. A great website - showcasing the talents of 
teachers working alongside the local weather station...."
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Appendix 1: Weather Station Inventory

Rooftop Weather Enclosure and Office

Large Pattern Stevenson screen with
Sheathed pattern maximum and 
minimum thermometers
Sheathed pattern wet and dry bulb 
ordinary thermometers
Thermograph 
Hygrograph

Small Pattern Stevenson screen with duplicate 
sheathed maximum, minimum, wet and 
dry bulb thermometers

Campbell-Stokes sunshine recorder (UK Met 
Office MK2)

Instromet Ltd Electronic sunshine recorder 

Standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge with 
additional check gauge (same pattern)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (UK Met Office 
MK1 – daily clock)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (Casella pattern 
– weekly clock)

Tipping bucket raingauge (Casella pattern – 
bucket tips at 0.2mm)

Wind Vane

Totalising cup-counter anemometer 

Generator-type anemometer and wind vane 
(Metcheck)

Fortin-pattern mercurial barometer

Precision Aneroid Barometer 

Open-scale micro-barograph 

Hook gauge evaporation pan

Piché evaporimeter

Grass patch

Concrete slab & minimum thermometer

Boltek LD-250 Lightning Detector

Inspeed WW25 gale monitoring anemometer

Online Automatic Weather Station

Instromet Ltd Climatica Executive system 
comprising:

Wet and dry bulb temperature sensors
Rainfall sensor
Wind speed and direction sensor
Electronic sunshine recorder
Datalogging unit with barometric 
pressure sensor

The sensors also deliver weather data to a 
large analogue instrument panel housed within 
the station office.

Web cam - Creative Live Cam Optia Pro

Networked PC running Met4Net  version 1.7. 
Update frequency 15 minutes via Broadband or 
hourly by back-up dial-up connection.  

Archive

The station holds weather records for 
Northamptonshire dating from 1880. Access to 
these records is restricted, although requests 
for data can be made in writing to the station 
manager at Pitsford.

Web site

The main URL for the station’s web site is 
www.northantsweather.org.uk

The site has pages containing local forecast 
information, recently collected weather data 
(including real-time data gathered from the 
online automatic weather station), archived 
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data from 1998 to the present, as well as links to many useful sources of weather information.

Appendix 2: Code Descriptions used in the Register of 
Climatological Observations

Visibility codes

X Dense Fog <20m
E Dense Fog 20m
0 Thick Fog up to 40m
1 Thick Fog up to 100m
2 Fog up to 200m
3 Moderate Fog up to 400m
4 Very poor visibility up to 1000m
5 Poor visibility up to 2km
6 Moderate visibility up to 7km
7 Good visibility up to 20km
8 Very good visibility up to 30km
9 Excellent visibility 40km

State of the Concrete Slab 

0 Dry 
1 Moist 
2 Wet 
3 Icy 

State of the Grass
0 Dry with no deposits
1 Wet with dew only
2 Wet from fog (some dew present)
3 Wet from falling rain or drizzle
4 Wet from the melting of frozen 
deposits listed as codes 5-9, or from sleet
5 Ice resulting from the freezing of 1-3 or the 
refreezing of 4
6 Ice of glaze resulting from freezing of rain or 
drizzle on cold surface or ice from hail
7 Hoar frost - direct deposition of crystals from air
8 Rime - direct deposition of crystals from supercooled 
freezing fog or falling ice prisms or fall ice crystals
9 Snow 

Present Weather

00 -- clear skies
01 -- clouds dissolving
02 -- state of sky unchanged
03 -- clouds developing
Haze, smoke, dust or sand
04 -- visibility reduced by smoke
05 -- haze
06 -- widespread dust in suspension not raised by wind
07 -- dust or sand raised by wind
08 -- well developed dust or sand whirls
09 -- dust or sand storm within sight but not at station
Non-precipitation events
10 -- mist
11 -- patches of shallow fog
12 -- continuous shallow fog
13 -- lightning visible, no thunder heard
14 -- precipitation within sight but not hitting ground
15 -- distant precipitation but not falling at station
16 -- nearby precipitation but not falling at station
17 -- thunderstorm but no precipitation falling at 
station
18 -- squalls within sight but no precipitation falling at 
station
19 -- funnel clouds within sight
Precipitation within past hour but not at observation 
time

20 -- drizzle

21 -- rain
22 -- snow
23 -- rain and snow
24 -- freezing rain
25 -- rain showers
26 -- snow showers
27 -- hail showers
28 -- fog
29 -- thunderstorms
Duststorm, sandstorm, drifting or blowing snow
30 -- slight to moderate duststorm, decreasing in 
intensity
31 -- slight to moderate duststorm, no change
32 -- slight to moderate duststorm, increasing in 
intensity
33 -- severe duststorm, decreasing in intensity
34 -- severe duststorm, no change
35 -- severe duststorm, increasing in intensity
36 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, below eye level
37 -- heavy drifting snow, below eye level
38 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, above eye level
39 -- heavy drifting snow, above eye level
Fog or ice fog
40 -- Fog at a distance
41 -- patches of fog
42 -- fog, sky visible, thinning
43 -- fog, sky not visible, thinning
44 -- fog, sky visible, no change
45 -- fog, sky not visible, no change
46 -- fog, sky visible, becoming thicker
47 -- fog, sky not visible, becoming thicker
48 -- fog, depositing rime, sky visible
49 -- fog, depositing rime, sky not visible
Drizzle
50 -- intermittent light drizzle
51 -- continuous light drizzle
52 -- intermittent moderate drizzle
53 -- continuous moderate drizzle
54 -- intermittent heavy drizzle
55 -- continuous heavy drizzle
56 -- light freezing drizzle
57 -- moderate to heavy freezing drizzle
58 -- light drizzle and rain
59 -- moderate to heavy drizzle and rain
Rain
60 -- intermittent light rain
61 -- continuous light rain
62 -- intermittent moderate rain
63 -- continuous moderate rain
64 -- intermittent heavy rain
65 -- continuous heavy rain
66 -- light freezing rain
67 -- moderate to heavy freezing rain
68 -- light rain and snow
69 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow
Snow
70 -- intermittent light snow
71 -- continuous light snow
72 -- intermittent moderate snow
73 -- continuous moderate snow
74 -- intermittent heavy snow
75 -- continuous heavy snow
76 -- diamond dust
77 -- snow grains
78 -- snow crystals
79 -- ice pellets
Showers
80 -- light rain showers
81 -- moderate to heavy rain showers
82 -- violent rain showers
83 -- light rain and snow showers
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84 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow showers
85 -- light snow showers
86 -- moderate to heavy snow showers
87 -- light snow/ice pellet showers
88 -- moderate to heavy snow/ice pellet showers
89 -- light hail showers
90 -- moderate to heavy hail showers
Thunderstorms
91 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light 
rain
92 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only 
moderate to heavy rain
93 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light 
snow or rain/snow mix
94 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only 
moderate to heavy snow or rain/snow mix
95 -- light to moderate thunderstorm
96 -- light to moderate thunderstorm with hail
97 -- heavy thunderstorm
98 -- heavy thunderstorm with duststorm
99 -- heavy thunderstorm with hail 
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This Month’s Weather Image

A snow plough battles through the heavy snow in Maidwell on 6th February 2009. 

Printed on behalf of Pitsford Hall weather station by Northamptonshire Grammar School, Moulton 
Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.

Individual copies are available for purchase for £1.50. A year’s subscription (if applicable) costs 
£15. Back issues from December 1999 are available on request from the weather station.

This publication is distributed free to all libraries across Northamptonshire.
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