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Review of the Month
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Mean Temperature and Rainfall
June 2012

Pitsford Hall weather station

Headline: Cool, dull and very wet. The wettest June since 2007 and the coolest since 1987. 

After a dry, warm start to the month, slow-moving fronts lay across the south producing rain or drizzle. 
Persistent rain across the county produced 18.0mm of rain on the 2nd and a further 16.3mm on the 3rd. 
Temperatures on the 3rd struggled to rise above 11C.
 
Rain again moved north-eastwards on the 5th, although the period from the 7th to the 9th was a 
particularly wet and windy spell with southern and south-western areas bearing the brunt of the weather 
from the Atlantic. More than 12 mm of rainfall was recorded at Pitsford, although 24 hour totals exceeded 
40mm in parts of Somerset.  Gusts of 41mph were observed at Pitsford, whilst over 80mph was recorded 
along parts of the south coast. As rain cleared north-eastwards on the 9th conditions turned more 
showery. 

A shallow but active depression ran across southern areas on 10th and 11th. Again, both days were wet 
in the county with over 6mm of rain.  Further north it was more showery. After a chilly start on 13th with 
an overnight low of just 4.0C, many places saw showers. 

Another wet and windy period with rain spreading north-eastwards followed on the 14th. 16.6mm of rain 
was recorded at Pitsford, although with gusts reaching 32mph on the 15th and 16th, the county wasn’t as 
windy as some other areas. As the winds eased over the next few days, temperatures began to climb, 
topping 20C for the first time since the start of the month.  
This warmer spell was fairly transient. Following a high of 23.1C on the 19th, daytime gradually fell as the 
weather became more unsettled. An area of low pressure moved north-eastwards introducing another 
wet spell of weather to the county. 10.8mm was recorded at Pitsford on the 20th and winds picked up 
again on the 21st and 22nd. Conditions remained showery as the low moved through.  

Warm, humid air moving northwards brought rather cloudy, muggy conditions to the county from the 25th.  
There were episodes of sporadic rain which culminated in a series of powerful thunderstorms which 
skirted close to the county on the 28th. Giant hail was reported from parts of Leicestershire and flooding 
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was widespread. However, not a drop of rain was recorded at Pitsford on the same day.  Fresher 
conditions developed on the 29th, but it remained unsettled with further mainly light showers.

Climatological Statistics
The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for June 2012. Climatological observations are 
made at 0900hrs daily. Averages refer to the period 1981-2010. 

Air Temperatures    
The Highest Maximum: 25.9 C on 28th
The Lowest Maximum: 11.2 C on 3rd
The Highest Minimum: 14.9 C on 27th
The Lowest Minimum: 4.0 C on 13th
The Mean Maximum: 17.9 C  
The Mean Minimum: 10.0 C  
The Overall Mean: 14.0 C  
Difference from the Monthly Mean: -1.4 C  
    
Solar Radiation    
Maximum (at 0900): 779.0 W/m^2 on 28th
Mean (at 0900): 302.1 W/m^2  
    
Relative Humidity:    
Highest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 100.0 % on 21st
Lowest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 58.2 % on 26th
Mean Relative Humidity (at 0900): 79.5 %  
    
Dew Point:    
The Highest Dew Point (0900): 19.5 C on 28th
The Lowest Dew Point (at 0900): 6.0 C on 13th
The Mean Dew Point (at 0900): 11.0 C  
    
Rainfall:    
Total: 123.9 mm  
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 231.2 %  
Duration: 110.8 hrs  
Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 18.0 mm on 2nd
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 20   
Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 15   
    
Sunshine:    
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 100.1 hrs  
Sunniest day: 9.4 hrs on 19th
No. of days without sunshine: 6   
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 59.9 %  
Cloud cover (mean at 0900): 6.5 oktas 81.3 %
    
Pressure (reduced to sea level):    
The Highest Pressure (at 0900): 1020.4 mb on 1st
The Lowest Pressure (at 0900): 990.7 mb on 8th
Mean Pressure (at 0900): 1010.6 mb  
    
Winds    
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 117.0 miles  
Mean daily wind speed: 6.3 mph  
Run of wind (cumulative): 3508.8 miles  
Highest Maximum Gust: 41 mph on 8th
No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0   

4



Pitsford Hall Weather Station – Monthly Weather Report – June 2012

Highest wind strength (at 0900): 18.4 mph on 8th
Mean wind strength (at 0900): 10.5 mph  
    
Winds from the Following Directions:    

N 2 NE 2 E 2 SE 3 S 8 SW 6 W 3 NW 3 Calm 1
    
Concrete     
Lowest Concrete Minimum: 3.4 C on 18th
Mean Concrete Minimum: 9.8 C  
    
Evaporation    
Piche 74.7 ml  
    
Days with:    
Thunder: 0   
Hail <5mm: 0   
Hail >/=5mm: 0   
Snow or snow & rain: 0   
Snow lying: 0   
Fog: 0   
Air Frost: 0   
Gales: 0   

All data © Pitsford Hall weather station.
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REGISTERS

Daily Weather Log
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Hall weather station during June 2012. 

  Remarks Max   Min   Rain   
1st Early mist clearing slowly, but remaining overcast throughout the day. 19.0 C 11.7 C 2.8 mm 

2nd 
Light rain clearing before 0900, but returning briefly during the morning. 
Dry and overcast for much of the day, moderate rain beginning late 
evening and continuing overnight. 

14.9 C 10.1 C 18.0 mm 

3rd Rain overnight continuing throughout the day. Feeling cold for early June. 11.2 C 8.0 C 16.3 mm 

4th Rain easing before 0900. Dry for the remainder of the day with sunny 
spells. Feeling milder. 15.2 C 6.1 C _   

5th Overcast with prolonged spells of light rain or drizzle. Still relatively mild. 15.6 C 6.1 C 0.9 mm 
6th Sunshine and occasional showers. Still mild. 17.6 C 11.2 C 4.6 mm 
7th Prolonged spells of rain. Turning windy. 16.8 C 11.6 C 12.2 mm 
8th Very windy. Remaining overcast with occasional light rain or drizzle. 13.6 C 11.2 C 1.4 mm 

9th Initially cloudy, but sunny spells coming through, becoming prolonged by 
mid afternoon. 16.2 C 9.6 C _   

10th Early sunshine, but cloud quickly developing and then remaining overcast. 
Dry. 16.9 C 6.8 C 6.8 mm 

11th Moderate rain starting early in the night and then continuing throughout 
the day, only easing off during the evening. 12.4 C 9.8 C 7.7 mm 

12th Remaining overcast throughout the day. Essentially dry, but some drizzly 
spells later. 14.1 C 8.7 C 0.2 mm 

13th Misty first thing with broken cloud. Dry during the day with sunny spells. 17.1 C 4.0 C tr mm 

14th Prolonged spells of warm sunshine during the day. Clouding over followed 
by moderate rain during the evening. 18.0 C 7.5 C 16.6 mm 

15th Rain overnight clearing before 0900. Brief shower during the morning, then 
prolonged spells of sunshine. 18.0 C 9.6 C 0.1 mm 

16th Early sunshine, but clouding over. Windy. Light shower mid afternoon, but 
otherwise dry. 16.5 C 9.4 C 0.1 mm 

17th Sunny spells and scattered showers. Wind easing. 17.2 C 11.4 C 7.1 mm 

18th Overnight rain clearing east, then dry for the remainder of the day with 
spells of sunshine. 18.5 C 9.4 C _   

19th Dry with spells of sunshine. 23.1 C 9.6 C tr mm 
20th Prolonged sunny spells and turning warm by mid afternoon. 21.2 C 8.9 C 10.8 mm 
21st Heavy rain overnight clearing to showers. Remaining overcast and cooler. 19.1 C 11.3 C 4.3 mm 
22nd Occasional light rain clearing to sunny spells. Blustery, but feeling warm. 19.1 C 9.4 C 0.5 mm 
23rd A blustery day with spells of sunshine. Light shower during the evening. 17.8 C 9.6 C 8.9 mm 

24th Still breezy. Overnight rain clearing to sunny spells. Light showers during 
late afternoon/evening. 17.8 C 10.1 C 0.5 mm 

25th Dry with prolonged spells of sunshine. Warm. 20.9 C 10.6 C _   

26th Bright and sunny initially, but clouding over. Feeling warm and humid. 
Sharp showers during the afternoon. 20.6 C 12.4 C 1.2 mm 

27th Continuing humid. Brief sunny spells during the day, but generally cloudy. 23.6 C 14.9 C 2.4 mm 

28th Sharp showers overnight. Cloudy for much of the day. Warm and humid. 
Sunshine coming through by late afternoon. 25.9 C 14.9 C tr mm 

29th Dry and warm with prolonged spells of sunshine. 20.5 C 12.1 C 0.4 mm 

30th Brief shower overnight, but essentially dry during the day with prolonged 
sunny spells and feeling warm. Brief shower mid afternoon. Breezy. 19.6 C 13.6 C 0.1 mm 
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Daily Climatological Station Observations 
The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record for June 2012 and is © Pitsford Hall 
weather station. Readings are taken at 0900 hrs GMT or on the hour indicated. Permission to use if for 
commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the station manager, Pitsford Hall weather station, 
Pitsford Hall, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  

Observations at Pitsford Hall 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 8 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 8 8 5 8 8 8 8
Wind
Direction nw ese ene nne s w s s
Speed (knots) 14 8 12 6 10 7 11 16
Weather 2 21 63 3 2 3 2 61
Visibility 7 6 6 8 8 8 8 7
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 16.1 11.6 8.9 11.2 12.8 15.6 16 12.8
Wet Bulb 14.4 11.4 8.7 9 10.8 13.6 14.4 12
Max 19 14.9 11.2 15.2 15.6 17.6 16.8 13.6
Min 11.7 10.1 8 6.1 6.1 11.2 11.6 11.2
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 194 162 53 760 320 252 309 167
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 1 3 3 3 1 3 3 3
State of Concrete 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 1
Concrete Min (C) 12.4 11.8 9.1 6.6 5.6 11.7 12 11.7
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 1.2 1 0.4 > > > > 10.6
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) 2.8 18 16.3 _ 0.9 4.6 12.2 1.4
Duration (hrs) 4.7 12.4 17.6 _ 4.5 3.3 8.8 5.3
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 0.6 1.5 0.9 _ 0.2 1.4 1.4 0.3
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 58.25 83.35 145.16 116.36 178.94 141.91 289.36 355.15
Mean (mph) 3.2 4.5 7.9 6.3 9.7 7.7 15.7 19.2
Gust (mph) <15 23 28 25 24 30 37 41
Sunshine (hrs) 0.1 0 0 4 0 2.1 0 0
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 1.641 1.349 1.126 1.149 1.296 1.558 1.641 1.403
VP 1.525 1.335 1.112 0.999 1.16 1.421 1.532 1.348
Saturated
VP 1.831 1.367 1.141 1.331 1.479 1.773 1.819 1.479
Rel. Humidity 83.3 97.7 97.5 75.1 78.4 80.1 84.2 91.1

Dew Point (C) 13.3 11.2 8.5 7 9.1 12.2 13.3 11.4
Pressure (mb) 1020.4 1017 1008.3 1015.1 1016 1001.5 998.1 990.7
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations – ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 8 9 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 7 4 8 6 4 2 8 8
Wind
Direction wsw calm nne nnw sse ese ssw ssw
Speed (knots) 16 0 6 11 6 6 11 16
Weather 3 3 63 1 1 2 2 20
Visibility 7 8 7 8 8 8 7 7
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 12.2 13.7 10.9 12.5 13.9 16 14 13.5
Wet Bulb 9.9 9.9 10.4 9.8 9.8 12 12.4 11.6
Max 16.2 16.9 12.4 14.1 17.1 18 18 16.5
Min 9.6 6.8 9.8 8.7 4 7.5 9.6 9.4
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 359 533 77 424 238 635 290 146
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 1 1 3 3 1 1 3 1
State of Concrete 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 0
Concrete Min (C) 10.3 6.1 10.3 8.9 4.3 4.2 3.9 10.3
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 3.1 1.7 0.7 1.1 2.4 2.9 5 3.1
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) _ 6.8 7.7 0.2 tr 16.6 0.1 0.1
Duration (hrs) _ 7 10 _ _ 15 0.1 0.2
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) _ 1 0.8 _ _ 1.1 1 0.5
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 73.93 70.21 108.1 35.64 40.02 107.98 174.07 184.68
Mean (mph) 4 3.8 5.9 1.9 2.2 5.8 9.4 10
Gust (mph) 27 16 25 19 <15 24 32 32
Sunshine (hrs) 3.9 3.7 0 0.7 5.6 3.4 8 2.2
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 1.22 1.22 1.262 1.212 1.212 1.403 1.441 1.367
VP 1.064 0.961 1.228 1.028 0.933 1.13 1.332 1.237
Saturated
VP 1.422 1.569 1.305 1.45 1.589 1.819 1.599 1.548
Rel. Humidity 74.8 61.2 94.1 70.9 58.7 62.1 83.3 79.9

Dew Point (C) 7.9 6.4 10 7.4 6 8.8 11.2 10.1
Pressure (mb) 1007.8 1010.3 1004.1 1010.1 1017.2 1017.9 1006.7 1005.8
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations - ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 17th 18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 7 6 4 3 8 7 5 7
Wind
Direction sw nw ssw ese sse ssw sw wsw
Speed (knots) 10 9 5 6 6 11 8 9
Weather 80 1 2 2 80 63 3 25
Visibility 5 7 8 7 5 5 7 8
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 12.5 12.3 16.9 20.2 15 13.2 14.6 14.7
Wet Bulb 11.5 11.1 13.5 15.4 15 12.5 12.2 14
Max 17.2 18.5 23.1 21.2 19.1 19.1 17.8 17.8
Min 11.4 9.4 9.6 8.9 11.3 9.4 9.6 10.1
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 104 227 252 660 46 234 255 260
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 3 3 0 1 3 3 1 3
State of Concrete 1 1 0 0 2 2 0 1
Concrete Min (C) 11.5 3.4 9.8 10.3 7.2 9.9 9.5 10.7
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 3.1 1.5 4.1 2.5 1.7 2.7 3 3.2
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) 7.1 _ tr 10.8 4.3 0.5 8.9 0.5
Duration (hrs) 7.1 _ _ 3.3 3.6 1 4.6 0.5
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 1 _ _ 3.3 1.2 0.5 1.9 1
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 55.71 14.86 89.29 120.86 81.67 138.27 123.28 134.34
Mean (mph) 3 0.8 4.8 6.5 4.4 7.5 6.7 7.3
Gust (mph) 16 17 13 18 25 32 23 29
Sunshine (hrs) 2.2 4.6 9.4 5.8 1.3 3.1 3 4.3
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 1.358 1.322 1.548 1.751 1.706 1.45 1.422 1.599
VP 1.29 1.24 1.316 1.422 1.706 1.402 1.258 1.551
Saturated
VP 1.45 1.431 1.927 2.369 1.706 1.518 1.663 1.674
Rel. Humidity 89 86.7 68.3 60 100 92.4 75.6 92.7

Dew Point (C) 10.7 10.1 11 12.2 15 12 10.4 13.5
Pressure (mb) 1015.8 1016.7 1019.7 1018.2 1005 1005.3 1018.1 1006.6
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations – ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 6 7 6 5 8 7
Wind
Direction nnw sse wsw sse s wsw
Speed (knots) 9 6 6 7 12 14
Weather 1 3 1 1 2 3
Visibility 7 7 8 7 5 8
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 15 19.2 19.7 23.5 16.1 15.5
Wet Bulb 12.2 14.3 17.3 20.8 14 13.4
Max 20.9 20.6 23.6 25.9 20.5 19.6
Min 10.6 12.4 14.9 14.9 12.1 13.6
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 155 480 475 779 91 125
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 1 1 0 1 1 3
State of Concrete 0 0 0 1 0 0
Concrete Min (C) 9.9 13.5 16.4 16.9 12.6 14.4
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 2.9 2.3 2.2 4.1 4.5 3.7
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) _ 1.2 2.4 tr 0.4 0.1
Duration (hrs) _ 0.4 1 _ 0.2 0.2
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) _ 3 2.4 _ 2 0.5
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 47 58.27 57.66 141.99 160.86 121.58
Mean (mph) 2.5 3.2 3.1 7.7 8.7 6.6
Gust (mph) 20 14 15 22 27 25
Sunshine (hrs) 9.1 1.7 1.8 4.3 6.8 9
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 1.422 1.631 1.976 2.458 1.599 1.538
VP 1.231 1.296 1.811 2.272 1.455 1.395
Saturated
VP 1.706 2.226 2.296 2.897 1.831 1.762
Rel. Humidity 72.2 58.2 78.9 78.4 79.5 79.2

Dew Point (C) 10 10.8 15.9 19.5 12.6 11.9
Pressure (mb) 1017.8 1020.2 1018 1003 1001.5 1006.5
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _
snow _ _ _ _ _ _
fog _ _ _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence. 
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UK Weather Diary

Cold fronts pushed S'wards through an area of high pressure over the British Isles on the 1st. Much of 
Ireland, England and Wales had a mild night but in N Scotlad there was a touch of ground frost in 
sheltered spots. The fronts gave a little rain overnight from S Scotland to N Wales and this precipitation 
area moved S'wards during the day to give some light rain or drizzle in many S areas. Across N Ireland 
and Scotland it was a mainly dry and sunny day - although some rain fell in the Northern isles later in the 
day due to a a trough. It was a warm day in extreme S districts ahead of the fronts - one of which died out 
during the day. (Wisley 21.7C, Lerwick 8.5C maximum, Wick Airport 0.6C minimum, Scarborough 5.8 
mm, Valley 11.1 h.) 

The 2nd dawned after a mild night across S parts of England, Wales and Ireland where minimum 
temperatures remained above 13C in places. It was cooler in N areas with an air frost in parts of N 
Scotland. Warmth in the S was associated with frontal cloud and mist - and with some light rain and 
drizzle. It remained cloudy in many areas of England and Wales during the day with further outbreaks of 
light precipitation - across Scotland there were sunny spells in all but extreme S areas. By midday an 
area of frontal rain had edged NE'wards into SW Ireland, reaching SW parts of England by early 
afternoon and affecting most parts of England and Wales by midnight. Across Ireland there were some 
heavy falls before evening, with 18 mm reported at Valentia and Sherkin Island in the 12 hours ending 
1800 GMT. Ahead of the rain temperatures reached 21C in parts of SW England and S Wales. 
(Otterbourne Water Works 22.2C, Carterhouse 8.2C maximum, Loch Glascarnoch -0.9C minimum, 
Dunkeswell 14.0 mm, Tiree 15.1 h.) 

A series of slow-moving fronts made for a cloudy and wet day across much of England, Wales and 
Ireland on the 3rd, although further N high pressure and clearer skies prevailed. Overnight rain and 
drizzle affected these S areas while across N and NE Scotland there was a widespread ground frost. 
During the afternoon the rain cleared the E coast of Ireland - but it tended to persist across England; an 
onshore wind also brought some showery outbreaks during the day to coastal areas of E Scotland. The 
same wind also resulted in a cool day in E parts of Britain with temperatures failing to reach 10C during 
the day in parts of Yorkshire and the Ne Midlands. (Middle Wallop 18.6C, Emley Moor 6.3C maximum, 
Kinbrace -2.5C minimum, Astwood Bank 42.4 mm, Stornoway 13.4 h.) 

Frontal systems cleared S'wards on the 4th, before returning N'wards across Ireland and into SW 
England later in the day. High pressure gave a widespread ground frost across Scotland and N Ireland 
before dawn; some overnight rain affected parts of N Scotland while earlier widespread rainfall across 
England gradually cleared towards the SE. Much of England remained rather cloudy throughout the day - 
with rain lingereing in the E in some places - and there was also a little rainfall in parts of E Scotland. In 
the evening further light rain and drizzle pushed NE'wards into S Ireland and SW England. Places close 
to the Irish Sea and over SW Scotland had a sunny day - elsewhere there were cloudy interludes. 
(Ballywatticock 18.7C, Fair Isle 9.0C maximum, Tulloch Bridge -3.1C minimum, Hampstead 18.0 mm, 
Prestwick 14.6 h.) 

Further frontal cloud pushed E'wards across England, Wales and Ireland on the 5th with rain falling 
across S and Cent Ireland and in SW areas of Britain by dawn. Many parts of Scotland and N England 
had a ground frost before dawn, followed by a day with sunny periods. During the day rain and drizle fell 
in many parts of England, wales and Ireland - although falls were slight in E and N England, with some 
slight falls also in S Scotland. The Northern Isles also had some rain during the day - and temperatures 
generally struggled to reach 15C. (Glasgow 17.2C, Lerwick 8.9C maximum, Loch Glascarnoch -2.5C 
minimum, Plymouth 18.4 mm, Stornoway 9.8 h.) 

Low pressure centres over, or close to, the British Isles on the 6th gave an unsettled day in most areas. 
Cloudy skies meant that an early air frost was confined largely to Shetland - and rain or showers fell in 
most places except in the extreme N of Scotland by dawn. During the day W Scotland and Cent Ireland 
was largely dry - as were some SW areas of Ireland and England before further rain advanced from the 
SW. In E Scotland it was a rather sunless day - and only in parts of W Scotland and W Ireland were there 
long sunny spells. In parts of England daytime showers turned thundery in the afternoon as temperatures 
rose. (Coningsby 20.8C, Craibstone 9.8C maximum, Baltasound 2.5C minimum, Bridgefoot 19.8 mm, 
Stornoway 10.3 h.) 
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During the 7th an area of low pressure moved NE'wards to Cardigan Bay by 2400 GMT, bringing with it 
frontal rain to any areas during the day. Overnight cloud brought rain across Wales and S and Cent areas 
of Ireland and England with another rain area affecting E Scotland. Before dawn there was mist and fog 
in parts of N Ireland, N England and S Scotland. During the day the rain in the S moved N'wards to reach 
SW Scotland by the evening - with falls across parts of N Scotland by midnight; the rain was especially 
heavy at times in places. Ahead of the rain the sunniest weather was to be found in NW Scotland with 
most of England, Wales and Ireland having a sunless day. Under these cloudy skies temperatures failed 
to reach 14C in places.(Kinlochewe 20.6C, Wick Airport 10.8C maximum, Tulloch Bridge 0.8C minimum, 
Tredegar Bryn Bach Park 40.2 mm, Stornoway 10.6 h.) 

On the 8th an area of low pressure (centre around 980-992 mb) moved slowly NE'wards across Wales 
and N England. The resulting cloudy night meant that overnight temperatures remained above 10C in 
most places - while during the day many areas struggled to reach 14C. Overnight only parts of N 
Scotland remained dry albeit with some mist and fog patches. During the day rain fell mainly from S 
Scotland to S England - although the S coast of England remained mainly dry. There were some large 
rainfall totals across Wales with 53 mm falling ij the 12 hours ending 1800 GMT at Trawscoed. Mist and 
fog patches continued to affect coastal NE Scotland during the day - and the best of the limited sunshine 
waas to be found in SW England and on the Channel Islands. (Lusa 20.5C, Sennybridge 9.8C maximum, 
Braemar 8.6C minimum, Trawscoed 80.0 mm, St. Helier 12.6 h.) 

Despite rising pressure on the 9th as the low centre moved further away from NE England, a frontal rain 
area continued to bring rainfall across parts of Wales (in particular), N England and S Scotland overnight. 
Although the rain became confined to largely to N England, then NE England during the day - there were 
further outbreaks and some showers in many other areas. Leeming reported thunder in the afternoon and 
temperatures in many places were dissapointing ly low for mid-June. S parts of Ireland and England had 
the best of the sunshine. In mid-Wales a major rescue effort was needed after severe flooding caused by 
prolonged heavy rain. Villages in Ceredigion were cut off with houses and caravan parks being flooded. 
Emergency services helped people get to safety with some being rescued by helicopter with three people 
needing treatment after sustaining minor injuries. The Environment Agency said "up to five inches" of rain 
fell in the area in 24 hours. Roads around the area were also closed due to flooding and motorists 
complained of long delays in the area. The worst affected areas were Talybont, Dol-y-bont, Llandre, and 
Penrhyncoch - all in Ceredigion - with people moving to safety from the early hours of Saturday morning. 
Machynlleth in Powys was also flooded. The floodwater was said to be up to 1.5m (5ft) deep in some 
places. About 150 ft of track at a steam railway was left suspended in the air after the land beneath was 
washed away by floods in the Vale of Rheidol. North Wales Police also evacuated residents in Pennal, 
Gwynedd, as a safety precaution over concerns about a crack in a reservoir dam outside the village 
which has already been hit by flooding. (Strathallan 19.7C, Leek 10.1C maximum, Tyndrum 5.2C 
minimum, Topcliffe 32.0 mm, Aberporth 13.5 h.) 

On the 10th an area of low pressure and frontal systems remained close to S Britain. Parts of N Ireland 
and Cent Wales had a slight ground frost before dawn while rain fell in NE England and SE Scotland 
overnight. Rain also fell in the Channel Islands overnight and spread into S England and S Wales during 
the day. Mist and fog patches affected parts of S England before dawn but by late morning light rain and 
drizzle was falling across most S coast counties. Light rain affected N England and S and Cent areas of 
Scotland during the day - with some heavy falls in parts of S England later. W and N Ireland had a mainly 
sunny day - elsewhere it remained rather cloudy. Several homes in east Leeds were flooded as drains 
failed to cope with torrential rain. North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service said crews also dealt with 
flooding in properties in and around York. The incidents happened on the second day of flooding in the 
area. (Ballywatticock 20.0C, Dalwhinnie 9.8C maximum, Katesbridge -0.3C minimum, Shoreham 24.6 
mm, Aldergrove 14.9 h.) 

The 11th was another unsettled day in many places - and gradually a N'ly surface flow became 
established from the W. Overnight rain was largely confined to S England and S areas of East Anglia - 
with lesser falls in W Scotland and the Northern Isles. Falls in SE England wree heavy n places - in the 
12 hours ending 0600 GMT 41 mm of rain fell at Charlwood and 49 mm at Shoreham, while in the 
following 12 hours 49 mm fell at Thorney Island. There was a misty start to the day in places from the N 
Midlands to S Scotland, then during the day the rain spread N'wards into the Midlands and Norfolk before 
slowly edging E'wards. Consequently, W areas of Ireland had the best of the sunshine with a sunless day 
in parts of S England. The Environment Agency issued flood alerts in 50 areas - 42 of which were in 
England. Four people were rescued from their cars in two separate flood-related incidents in one 
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Hampshire village. At 14:24 BST, Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service were called to Portchester Lane in 
Southwick where a car had become partially submerged. Two people were taken to safety. Then, at 
15:45 BST, crews returned to nearby Boarhunt Road where they assisted two more people to safety from 
their car. The M1 was closed between junctions 48 and 45 southbound and between junctions 43 and 46 
northbound after flooding left debris on the carriageways. People in the Bognor Regis and Chichester 
areas of West Sussex have been urged to travel only if essential after roads became impassable due to 
flooding. In West Sussex, about 40 properties as well as the basement of Worthing Hospital were 
flooded. Northern Ireland Water has said it responded to more than 20 flooding incidents during heavy 
rain here. (Derrylin Cornahoule 19.9C Carterhouse 10.0C maximum, Katesbridge 0.6C minimum, 
Thorney Island 62.4 mm, Dublin Airport 14.1 h.) 

A mainly N'ly flow affected all areas on the 12th. As well as a slight ground frost in parts of E Scotland 
this meant a cool day in most areas with daytime temperatures failing to reach 13C in many E districts. 
Rain fell overnight in the S Midlands, Cent S and SE England and in parts of East Anglia - with lesser 
falls in parts of Ireland and Scotland. During the morning the bulk of this rain became confined to SE 
England while another area of mainly light rain affected much of E Scotland during the day. A trough 
gave some rain, heavy in places at times, across many parts of Ireland during the day. Once again, there 
were few places that experienced a sunny day. More than 20 people were rescued from flooded 
caravans at two holiday parks in West Sussex after heavy rainfall. Firefighters using life rafts were called 
to the sites in Bracklesham Bay between 0400 and 0600 GMT. Several other locations in West Sussex, 
including Felpham, also suffered as a result of heavy rain. Drivers in Hampshire endured delays of up to 
two hours after part of the southbound M3 carriageway was closed because of flooding, with 12 km 
tailbacks at one stage. Odiham, near Basingstoke, recorded 55mm of rainfall between Sunday evening 
and Tuesday morning - close to its average June monthly total. (Chivenor 19.3C, Wych Cross 10.6C 
maximum, Shap 1.7C minimum, Swanage 19.8 mm, Aberporth 13.7 h.) 

Temperatures overnight into the 13th dropped close to 0C in parts of W Scotland, East Anglia and the S 
Midlands by dawn. There was a little rain in E Ireland, the Channel Islands and SW England overnight - 
which then affected Wales during the day. Parts of E and N Scotland also had a little rain from time to 
time. Mist and fog patches were widespread around dawn in parts of the Midlands and Cent S England 
but during the day most areas had some sunny periods, the N Midlands and E Ireland being notable 
exceptions - and here temperatures failed to reach 14C in places. (Northolt 19.5C, Fair Isle 10.5C 
maximum, Santon Downham 0.4C minimum, Culdrose 15.8 mm, Manston 12.4 h.) 

A brisk E'ly flow became established on the 14th between high pressure to the N (1020 mb on the 
Northern Isless at 2400 GMT) and a low pressure centre of 984 mb close to Valentia at the same time. 
The day began with a touch of ground frost in parts of the Midlands and E Scotland and with some light 
rainfall in parts of N England and S Scotland. This rain soon eased off but was replaced by more general 
rainfall that spread NE across much of Ireland, Wales and England (excepting some E coast and N 
areas) by 2100 GMT. Odiham reported thunder shortly before 2400 GMT. In S and Cent Ireland and 
parts of SW England temperatures failed to reach 14C and the best of any sunshine ahead of the rain 
was to be found in SE Scotland and E England. (Blackpool 20.1C, Lerwick 9.7C maximum, Wick Airport 
1.0C minimum, Cardinham 26.8 mm, Boulmer 14.3 h.) 

A low pressure centre remained over SW Ireland for most of the 15th with frontal rain affecting most 
places across the British Isles - with the exception of N Scotland. Rainfall was heavy at timees in places, 
although falls across S England were few and slight during the day. Towards the end of thee day it turned 
drier across the Midlands and E England, although some thunderstirms were reported from NE England 
to Norfolk in the late morning and afternoon. It was across England that the best of any sunny periods 
were to be found. Around the low and across Wales and Sw England winds reached gale force at times. 
A rescue helicopter airlifted a crewman injured on a boat in stormy weather off the Isles of Scilly, as gales 
and large swells were recorded in Cornwall. Overnight a A number of boats were ripped from their 
moorings in Falmouth and Penryn in Cornwall. (Shoeburyness 19.7C, Braemar 6.9C maximum, Aviemore 
0.8C minimum, Whitechurch 38.8 mm, Lerwick 9.2 h.) 

During the 16th the low pressure centre slowly moved from SW Ireland to NE England, with winds 
gradually easing as it did so. The SW'ly flow meant a mild night in S districts but daytime cloud resulted in 
a generally cool day for mid-June. Overnigth rain was widespread across Ireland, Wales, SW and N 
England and in S and cent Scotland. Although it was mainy dry during the day in W Ireland, these same 
areas otherwise also had a wet day although in many places the rain eased off and only slight drizzle fell 
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later. (Norwich Airport 19.8C, Dalwhinnie 7.7C maximum, Dalwhinnie 5.5C minimum, Threave 60.8 mm, 
Manston 7.3 h.) 

Overnight rain into the 17th was mainly confined to Scotland with lesser falls across Wales, N England 
and parts of Ireland. Falls were mainly slight; during the day falls were scattered across the British isles 
and again, mainly slight in intensity. E Scotland had a dull day - elsewhere there were breaks in the cloud 
that gave some sunny periods. (Gravesend 21.6C, Loch Glascarnoch 10.0C maximum, Loch 
Glascarnoch 5.5C minimum, Edinburgh Botanic Gardens 20.0 mm, Belmullet 13.9 h.) 

The 18th was a mainly cloudy day in many areas although a few breaks in the cloud gave sunny spells 
during the day, and also a touch of ground frost in parts of N Ireland and Scotland overnight; an air frost 
was reported at Altnaharra. In contrast, grass minimum temperatures were close to 11C in parts of E 
England. Across much of England there was widespread overnight rain with falls also in E Scotland. 
During the day it was Ireland, E Scotland and East Anglia that saw the main spells of rain. There was 
some mist and fog in parts of Wales before dawn - while Shetland and places from N wales to SW 
Scotland saw the best of the day's sunshine. (Sheffield 20.3C, Fair Isle 11.4C maximum, Altnaharra -
0.6C minimum, Portglenone 15.6 mm, Lerwick 14.0 h.) 

The 19th brought a mixture of rain and sunshine. Early in the day grass minimum temperatures varied 
quite a lot, with a ground frost in Cork and in parts of Fife, to 11C on the Isle of Wight and in S Wales. 
There was some fog just after midnight in E Scotland before this gave way to rainfall that, although 
mainly light, affected many parts of Scotland overnight. There were also some falls in Wales and N 
Ireland, in particular. During the day rain was mainly confined to the Northern Isles and E Scotland with 
most places from S Scotland S'wards enjoying a sunny day. (St James Park 21.9C, Lerwick 11.4C 
maximum, Braemar 2.2C minimum, Tyndrum 10.0 mm, Ronaldsway 14.7 h.) 

A ground frost was widespread before dawn in sheltered parts of Cent Scotland on the 20th and there 
was slight mist or fog in some parts of England and Scotland before dawn. Most places had a dry day - 
there was slight rainfall and showery activity in W Ireland but a rain-bearing trough in Cornwall by mid-
morning spread NE'wards to affect many parts of W England, Wales and S Ireland by midnight. A 
thunderstorm was reported on Guernsey at 2100 GMT. In W Scotland and E Britain it was a very sunny 
day and temperatures widely reached 21C in S England. (Northolt 23.3C, Inverbervie 12.8C maximum, 
Kinbrace -1.4C maximum, Culdrose 11.4 mm, Kirkwall 16.4 h.) 

It was a cool start to the day in parts of NE Scotland on the 21st - further S frontal cloud around a 
developing low gave a wet start to the day across much of Ireland, Wales and England. During the day 
this rain became widespread with the low centred at 998 mb over NE England by 2400 GMT. Some of 
the rain was heavy and thundery - the latter particularly in NE England and Norfolk. In most places it was 
a sunless day. Heavy rain and high winds momentarily put out the Olympic flame and forced Blackpool's 
evening celebration indoors as the relay reached its halfway point. A grand outdoor finale had been 
planned in the seaside town but torrential and wind reaching up to 50mph curtailed the day's events. A 
trip to the top of Blackpool Tower was cancelled and, with the tower in sight, the flame went out as the 
squall worsened in the early evening. It was swiftly relit from one of the back-up lanterns. (Manston 
22.3C, Lough Fea 10.9C maximum, Baltasound 2.6C minimum, Nettlecombe Birds Hill 34.4 mm, Lerwick 
7.0 h.) 

An area of low pressure remained centred close to, or over, N England during the 22nd resulting in a 
generally cloudy day. Rainfall was widespread overnight, affecting all by Shetland and with some 
damaging, heavy falls in places. The rain area moved N'wards with much of W Ireland, and S parts of 
England and Wales remaining largely dry all day - but with some heavy falls reported from N Ireland 
across the Isle of Man to Lancashire and the Pennines; here, temperatures remained generally below 
13C. There were sunny spells in W Ireland, SW England and the Channel Islands; elsewhere many 
places had a sunless day. Residents in the Lancashire towns of Croston and Darwen were evacuated 
from their homes after nearby rivers burst their banks. The Environment Agency said "a month's rain" had 
fallen in 24 hours and scores of flood warnings were issued for N England. The wet weather has affected 
the Preston Mela, which was due to be held in Avenham Park on Sunday, but will now take place at the 
Guild Hall in Preston. Rainfall totals published in the press for Friday included Blencathra 93.8 mm, 
Keswick 88.6 mm, Stonyhurst 74.4 mm, Levens Hall 58.2 mm and Morecambe 57 mm. West Yorkshire 
firefighters are responding to a "very high" number of flood calls, especially in Todmorden. Flooding 
affected many parts of Cumbria. The Great North Swim in Cumbria was postponed until Sunday, and a 

15



Pitsford Hall Weather Station – Monthly Weather Report – June 2012

number of roads in the county were closed. Nine people were rescued from their cars after flash flooding 
in the Yorkshire Dales. (Dunstaffnage 19.4C, Killylane 10.1C maximum, Okehampton 8.9C minimum, 
Blencathra 88.0 mm, St, Helier 12.8 h.) 

One centre of low pressure remained close to E Scotland throughout the 23rd while another formed close 
to S Ireland, giving a mainly unsettled day in all areas. Overnight rain fell across E and S Scotland and in 
N England and N Ireland with further heavy falls in places. During the day falls were generally less 
intense but were widespread W of a line Hull-Weymouth. Generally cloudy skies meant that only the 
Channel Islands and the SE corner of England saw much sunshine. (Gravesend 20.6C, Blencathra 12.2C 
maximum, Tulloch Bridge 5.2C minimum, Keswick 55.2 mm, St. Helier 12.9 h.) 

A deepening area of low pressure rapidly moved across S England during the morning of the 24th while 
another centre gave an unsettled day in E Scotland. Rainfall was widespread overnight with some heavy 
falls in SW England; once the low in the S had moved E'wards rainfall during the day was largely 
confined to E Britain. As clearer skies followed this rain, showery outbreaks developed and moved 
E'wards - giving some thunder in places. By mid-evening the early rain was mainly confined to a thin 
coastal strip of NE England and E Scotland. Some areas across Devon were badly affected by stormy 
weather and heavy rain with fallen trees leading to blocked roads. Twelve flood alerts have been issued 
by the Environment Agency for rivers including the Dart, the Plym, the Otter, the Sid, the Axe and the 
Torridge. (St James Park 20.9C, Loch Glascarnoch 10.9C maximum, Derrylin Cornahoule 7.5C 
minimum, Shoreham 24.2 mm, Shannon Airport 14.2 h.) 

Overnight into the 25th it was mainly dry except for a few light falls of rain or drizzle in parts of Scotland, 
particulary in E Scotland. Some mist and fog patches affected SW England for a while but by mid-
morning some frontal rain had pushed into Cornwall - this then spread into parts of S Ireland and other 
areas of SW England and the Channel Islands. It was a cool day in these areas with temperatures 
generally below 16C, but milder further N. Most other areas stayed dry during the day, with sunny 
periods. (Hereford 23.1C, Stornoway 12.2C maximum, Exeter Airport 6.2C minimum, Isles Of Scilly 6.8 
mm, Manston 11.3 h.) 

A sequence of warm fronts pushed N'wards through much of the British Isles on the 26th, introducing 
humid and warmer conditions from the S. There was rainfall overnight in W and S Ireland, SW England 
and the Channel Islands - the humid conditions some thick fog by dawn in SW England and the fog 
lingered here (and on the Channel Islands) in places for much of the day. Meanwhile, the fromtal rain and 
drizzle spread N'wards to affect all by NE Sctland by midnight; falls were mainly slight or modeerate in 
intensity, however. From SW England to SE Scotland and in parts of S Ireland fog had formed or 
thickened by midnight. Only in parts of NE Scotland, ahead of the rain, were there long sunny spells. 
(Gravesend 24.0C, Fair Isle 12.0C maximum, Kinbrace -0.2C minimum, Tyndrum 11.4 mm, Kirkwall 13.0 
h.) 

To the rear of warm fronts it was a mild and humid night across much of England, Wales and S Ireland 
into the 27th with minimum temperatures along the Thames Valley above 17C in places. But the fronts 
gave overbight rain in N and Cent Ireland, N England and mainland Scotland as they slowly moved 
N'wards - and this rainfall distribution recurred during the day. Many places had some mist or fog around 
dawn and these were to reform again later in the evening. It was a warm day across Cent England but a 
generally dull one in all areas. The Fire and Rescue Service dealt with more than 700 flood-related call-
outs in greater Belfast following a series of heavy downpours; at the height of the flooding, many roads 
were impassable and about 1,000 homes were left without power. (Shawbury 24.8C, Wick Airport 11.1C 
maximum, Lerwick 5.3C minimum, Stormont Castle 45.0 mm, Manston 5.9 h.) 

Low pressure to the W of Ireland continued to push fronts across the British Isles on the 28th leading to a 
rather cloudy, if wam and humid in places, day. Away from the Northern isles minimum temperatures 
were generally above 10C, with values over 15C in many parts of England and S Wales. There was 
widespread rain across Ireland, Wales and S Scotland overnight - this was heavy and thundery in places 
with Cork Airport recording 46 mm in the 12 hours ending 0600 GMT after an early thunderstorm. During 
the day the rain across Ireland lessened but there were some heavy, thundery downpours across Wales, 
N England and S Scotland in particluar - with some reports of large hail falling. These were triggered by 
rising temperatures and a humid air mass; in parts of S England falls of dust were also reported. The 
storms and rain gradually drifted NE'wards during the day. Scotland had a rather dull day as mainly light 
to moderate rain spread N'wards, and the best of the sunshine was to be fpund in SE England. One man 
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died, roads and rail lines were blocked and thousands left without power as torrential rain flooded parts of 
the UK. According to the Met Office, two storms, which began in Wales, grew stronger with one heading 
across the Midlands, the other heading northwards to Newcastle and into Scotland. Both main rail lines 
between Scotland and England were blocked by landslides. West Mercia Police say a man died in flood 
water in Shropshire; his body was discovered in a stream in Bitterley near Ludlow just before midday 
following a search. NI Water said it was on "high alert" to deal with further flooding. It said its staff have 
been involved in cleaning up 158 properties flooded with sewage In north-east England 23,000 properties 
were without power due to flash flooding and lightning storms, said Northern Powergrid. North Tyneside 
Council has dealt with the aftermath of flooding in the area and received more than 200 reports of flood-
related incidents. 12 people were evacuated from Manor Park Care Home, in Whitley Bay, following 
flooding. Network Rail said its West Coast line was shut at Tebay in Cumbria while the East Coast main 
line was obstructed at Berwick. Trains between Crianlarich and Mallaig were suspended after a freight 
train was derailed on the Scottish west coast line near Tulloch. A sudden hailstorm caused flooding at 
John Cleveland College, in Hinckley, Leicestershire. The first storm started in south Wales at about 0700 
GMT, crossing into England 30 minutes later and hitting the central Birmingham area at about 0900 GMT 
with up to 45 mph winds. The second weather system came in from N Wales and headed north west, 
flooding roads and causing chaos across Cumbria, Northumberland, Tyne and Wear and County 
Durham. The Tyne and Wear Metro was completely suspended because of flooding and debris on lines 
in several areas. Meanwhile, the Tyne Tunnel was flooded and closed in both directions. Houses, schools 
and businesses were flooded in Barrow-in-Furness, Kendal and the Penrith area. West Midlands Fire 
Service dealt with 282 incidents in 90 minutes. The Olympic torch relay stopped briefly in Mansfield due 
to lightning. Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue Service said it had been called to more than 200 incidents of 
flooding during the afternoon. There were also reports of hailstones the size of golf balls falling in the 
East Midlands. Residents in Burbage reported the hailstones damaging greenhouses and vehicles, while 
deep water has closed part of the Fosse Road North in Leicester and has caused problems on the A50. 
The bad weather also disrupted events, forcing play to be suspended for a short time at the Irish Open 
golf championship in Portrush, in Northern Ireland. Several lightning strikes were reported; firefighters 
had to tackle a house fire in Angel View, Benwell, caused by lightning striking a solar panel. Strong winds 
and hailstorms in Leicestershire have damaged buildings and knocked down trees. (Gravesend 28.6C, 
Fair Isle 11.5C maximum, Baltasound 7.8C minimum, Levens Hall 48.0 mm, Charlwood 10.5 h.) 

A low pressure centre persisted close to W Ireland during the 29th. Frontal rain overnight was mainly 
confined to Ireland, Wales, SW England and Scotland - with some heavy falls on Shetland. During the 
day bands of rain moved E'wards across most areas - although in much of Cent and E England falls were 
slight and cloud was the main weather feature. Some thunder occured in places in N Scotland and the 
best of the sunshine was to be found in East Anglia ahead of some afternoon rain. (Santon Downham 
22.1C, Lerwick 13.7C maximum, Loch Glascarnoch 8.7C minimum, Baltasound 35.4 mm, Wattisham 9.1 
h.) 

Across parts of S England minimum temperatures did not drop below 14C in places into the 30th and 
then failed to rise above 19C in many places here during the day. There were falls of rain in many places 
overnight - largely light in intensity - and this was repeated during the day. The result was a rather cloudy 
day with a few sunny intervals, except in S England and parts of NE Scotland where the sunshine was 
more prolonged. Strong winds forced organisers of the Round the Island (Isle of Wight) Race to pull more 
than 70 competitors out of the race. The Island Sailing Club said vessels in the smaller classes at the Isle 
of Wight event were retired before the start due to increasing winds. The RNLI had to rescue a crew after 
their small multihull capsized on the north west of the island. (Weybourne 22.2C, Fair Isle 12.7C 
maximum, Kirkwall 8.7C minimum, Capel Curig 18.2 mm, St. Helier 13.1h.) 

Reproduced with the permission of Roger Brugge, Department of Meteorology, University of Reading.
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Notable Weather Events recorded across Northamptonshire 

14th June

Anglian Water lifts the hosepipe ban which has been in existence in Northamptonshire as annual rainfall 
across Northamptonshire for 2012 approaches near normal for the first six months of the year following 
an exceptionally wet April and continuing wet weather through June and June.. 24 hour rainfall totals 
exceeding 12mm have already been recorded on 4 separate occasions since this month. The River Tove 
has been on flood alert since 12th June. 

28th June

The county narrowly escapes some of the worst summer storms for 30 years. Leicestershire sees some 
of thw worst effects: buildings and roads are flooded, windows smashed by giant hailstones and lightning 
damages homes and businesses. Lightning activity was picked up by the detector at Pitsford Hall which 
tracked the movement of 7 intense thunderstorms north-eastwards towards Leicestershire. The peak 
strike rate of 85 strikes per minute is recorded at 11:06. The Foxton Locks Festival, the Market Bosworth 
Country Show, the Birstall Gala and Leicester's Race for Life are all postponed or cancelled. 
Warkwickshire is also deluged forcing the cancellation of the Godiva music festival. In contrast, no rainfall 
is recorded at all at Pitsford Hall in the 24 hours beginning at 0900 GMT on the 28th. 

Screenshot of the lightning detector display at Pitsford Hall showing thunderstorm activity to north and 
east of the county on 28th June 2012.
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Reports from Stations across   
Northamptonshire  
Reports received from weather stations affiliated to Pitsford Hall 
weather station from across the county. These sites comprise a 
variety of manned as well as automated weather stations. The 
current network includes Brixworth, Desborough, Thrapston, 
Raunds, Wilby, Byfield and Towcester. 

Individuals running their own weather stations and who would like to 
contribute to this report should contact us directly via phone or 
email.

From K Bulcock, Desborough: 

COL registered climatological site. Altitude 127m AMSL.

Total rain: 139.7mm (203% of average)
Max 24 hour rainfall: 27.2
Total number of raindays: 22

Highest maximum temperature: 23.9C on 28th
Lowest maximum temperature: 12.2C on 3rd
Highest minimum temperature: 17.2C on 27th
Lowest minimum temperature: 6.1C on 4th
Mean maximum temperature: 19.7C
Mean minimum temperature: 11.1C
Overall mean temperature: 15.4C

Difference from the average: -0.4C

Days with falling snow: 0
Days with lying snow: 0
Days with thunder: 0
Days with fog: 0
Days with hail: 0
Days with air frosts: 0

Comments: 2nd wettest on record. Cool and cloudy all month. Unsettled. 

From C R Bristow, Byfield:

COL registered climatological site. Altitude 159m AMSL.

Total rain: 115.3mm (210% of average)
Max 24 hour rainfall: 17.5mm on 11th
Total number of raindays: 23

Highest maximum temperature: 26.1C on 28th
Lowest maximum temperature:  10.0C on 3rd
Highest minimum temperature: 15.7C on 27th
Lowest minimum temperature: 4.5C on 10th
Mean maximum temperature: 17.4C
Mean minimum temperature: 9.7C
Overall mean temperature: 13.5C
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Lowest grass minimum: 2.0C on 10th

Days with falling snow: 0
Days with lying snow: 0
Days with thunder: 0
Days with fog: 0
Days with hail: 0
Days with ground frosts: 0
Days with air frosts: 0

From M Raymer, Thrapston:

TEMPERATURE (°C), RAIN (mm), WIND SPEED (mph)

                                            
    TEMP  TEMP          TEMP                    WIND WIND           DOM
DAY MEAN  HIGH   TIME   LOW     TIME      RAIN  AVG  HIGH   TIME    DIR
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
 1  14.9  20.3   12:20  11.9    4:50      0.0   1.3  13.0   12:20    NE
 2  11.8  14.7   18:00   8.9   00:00      5.1   3.7  16.0   10:10   ESE
 3   9.1  10.7   15:20   7.5   23:20     34.5   4.6  18.0   22:00   ENE
 4   9.6  14.5   17:30   5.8   00:00      6.1   2.1  22.0   13:50     N
 5  10.4  15.0   13:40   4.9    4:00      0.8   4.5  22.0   18:30   SSE
 6  14.6  19.4   16:00  11.1    6:20      1.8   3.8  26.0   13:40   SSW
 7  13.5  17.6   11:20  10.8    4:50     18.8   6.3  31.0   20:10    SE
 8  12.3  13.9   11:30  10.6   00:00      3.3  10.4  42.0    9:30   SSW
 9  12.7  17.5   17:10   9.2   00:00      0.0   2.4  32.0    0:10    SW
10  13.7  20.3   13:40   5.3    5:30      0.8   0.4   8.0   10:10    SE
11  10.8  12.5    0:10   9.8   23:10     22.4   4.3  20.0   13:40     N
12  11.0  13.7   14:50   6.8   00:00      0.0   3.5  17.0    8:40     N
13  11.2  17.6   13:20   3.2    4:50      0.0   1.3  12.0   18:30   ESE
14  13.2  18.7   13:20   7.3    6:10      4.3   6.3  25.0   16:40   ESE
15  14.1  18.7   14:40   9.7    0:10     19.0   8.6  39.0   18:20     S
16  13.8  17.7   12:40  10.3    3:30      0.0  10.3  42.0   16:00     S
17  14.4  19.0   16:00  11.3   00:00      6.1   2.3  26.0    8:00   SSW
18  13.9  19.7   15:00  10.8    4:40      5.1   1.0  12.0    8:40     S
19  15.6  21.4   13:30   9.6    2:50      0.0   2.0  14.0    3:20   SSW
20  15.3  22.3   11:20   7.4    4:30      0.0   1.9  13.0   17:00   ESE
21  14.5  20.3   14:10  10.5    3:00     19.6   5.0  21.0   14:40   SSW
22  13.1  16.6   16:50  10.5    2:40      4.1   7.2  33.0    9:00   SSW
23  14.0  19.2   14:10  10.3    5:10      0.5   5.0  25.0   11:50   SSW
24  14.6  20.5   14:30  10.6    2:00     10.4   3.3  25.0    5:30    NW
25  15.5  21.9   15:40   9.1    4:50      0.3   0.9  17.0    8:20   NNW
26  17.2  21.3   11:00  11.3    3:50      0.3   2.8  14.0   16:10   SSW
27  19.4  23.2   13:40  16.4    5:10      0.0   2.6  17.0    7:40   SSW
28  20.6  27.0   14:40  14.7   00:00      3.3   4.8  29.0   19:50   SSW
29  16.6  21.1   13:10  12.3    4:40      0.0   6.1  35.0   18:30     S
30  16.2  21.3   13:50  12.3   00:00      1.0   5.3  31.0   13:30   SSW
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
    13.9  27.0    28     3.2    13      167.4   4.1  42.0     8     SSW

 
Mean Maximum Temp:     18.6°C
Mean Minimum Temp:       9.7°C
Mean Temp:     13.9°C
High Barometer: 1018.7mb on 26th
Low Barometer:   987.2mb on   8th
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Mean Barometer: 1009.0mb
Rainfall:  167.4mm

From J Buck, Towcester:

Total rainfall:  150.1mm      
No.of rain days:   21     
No.of wet days:   16     
Most rain in a day: 30.2mm on 3rd
 
Highest maximum temperature:  27.0C on 28th
Lowest maximum temperature:   10.6C on 3rd   
Highest minimum temperature:   15.8C on 27th 
Lowest minimum temperature:     3.3C on 13th   
Mean maximum temperature:     18.0C     
Mean minimum temperature:        9.2C      
Mean temperature:                     13.6C                    
Mean 30cm soil temperature:      18.8C at 2200hrs     
 
Duration of bright sunshine:  102.42 hours  
Highest day total:                 10.11 hours                
No.of sunless days:                6                 
                                                                                            
Days with air frost:   0
Days with fog at 0900hrs: 0
Days with hail:  0
Days with sleet or snow falling: 0
Days with snow lying at 0900hrs: 0
Days with thunder: 0
  
No.of days when wind direction:
N         3      
NE       2             
E         5      
SE       5            
S         6            
SW      6    
W        2  
NW      1     
calm     0
             
Strongest gust: 44mph,8th
 
Comments:  

Wettest June in record. 4th wettest of any month. Coolest since 1991. Very dull. Unusually windy - 2 days 
gusting to gale force. 10 days gusting to 30mph or over,the most in any month so far this year. 
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Special Report – Rainfall in June

The Environment Agency said that the recent deluges at the end of June had meant that the last three 
months have seen more rainfall than at any time since 1910 when the first readings were made. 

The highest rainfall was in Wales, parts of which saw 17 inches fall during the time. 

The "driest" area was the Anglian region with 11 inches. 

The Environment Agencies, which monitors rainfall levels as part of its brief to avoid droughts, made the 
announcement as the clean-up after being battered by the latest torrential downpours battered homes 
and the transport network. 

In the last week of June alone more than three inches of rain fell in the North West and more than two 
inches in the North East, South West and Wales.

England and Wales have already received more than double the long-term average rainfall for the month. 
The record rainfalls came just at the right time as many parts of the country were in drought and faced 
hosepipe bans. 

Nearly half of the rivers the Environment Agency monitors are at exceptionally high levels, with all rivers 
higher than or at normal levels for the time of year. 

Four water companies, Sutton and East Surrey Water, South East Water, Veolia Water Central and 
Veolia Water South East, which rely heavily on groundwater from chalk aquifers for customer supplies, 
still have hosepipe bans in place. 

Levels at all but three reservoirs are classed as normal or higher for this time of year, while groundwater 
levels are largely improving after two dry winters in a row left much of England in drought conditions. 

Polly Chancellor, national drought coordinator, said: "The wettest April to June on record has meant that 
river and reservoir levels across England and Wales are now normal or above for the time of year, but in 
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some parts of the country, flooding has caused serious problems. "Groundwater levels are now largely 
improving." 

Meanwhile much of the north of England and Scotland was still counting the cost of the recent tropical-
style storms as a massive clear up operation got under way. 

Warm air form Spain clashed with a cold front coming off the Atlantic causing spectacular thunderstorms 
in the north east and west. At times up to an inch of rain came down in an hour and parts of the country 
were damaged by hail stones biggest than golf balls. More than 111,000 lightning strikes over the UK, 
with 1,000 in a five minute period across the country at the peak of activity. 

More than 40 tons of earth had to be removed from London to Scotland East Coast mainline after a 
landslip and the bad weather left many roads impassable, with Tyneside, Herefordshire, Worcestershire 
and Cumbria just some of the areas where flooding affected motorists. Northern Powergrid said around 
3,000 customers were still without power following the storms – down from 23,000 last night. The worst-
hit areas included Consett, Whitley Bay, Prudhoe, Shiremoor and Stanhope. 

A musical festival this weekend expected to attract more than 100,000 revellers – the Godiva Festival in 
Coventry's War Memorial Park – was cancelled due to the heavy rain. 

The Environment Agency said today that the April to June period this year was the wettest on record 
across England and Wales. England and Wales have already received more than double the long-term 
average rainfall for the month of June. 

The figure is just a fifth of an inch off the total for 2007, which was the wettest June on record dating back 
more than a century. That year swathes of England were hit by flooding in June and July. 
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Appendix 1: Weather Station Inventory

Rooftop Weather Enclosure and Office

Large Pattern Stevenson screen with
Sheathed pattern maximum and 
minimum thermometers
Sheathed pattern wet and dry bulb 
ordinary thermometers
Thermograph 
Hygrograph

Small Pattern Stevenson screen with duplicate 
sheathed maximum, minimum, wet and 
dry bulb thermometers

Campbell-Stokes sunshine recorder (UK Met 
Office MK2)

Instromet Ltd Electronic sunshine recorder 

Standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge with 
additional check gauge (same pattern)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (UK Met Office 
MK1 – daily clock)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (Casella pattern – 
weekly clock)

Tipping bucket raingauge (Casella pattern – 
bucket tips at 0.2mm)

Wind Vane

Totalising cup-counter anemometer 

Generator-type anemometer and wind vane 
(Metcheck)

Fortin-pattern mercurial barometer

Precision Aneroid Barometer 

Open-scale micro-barograph 

Hook gauge evaporation pan

Piché evaporimeter

Grass patch

Concrete slab & minimum thermometer

Boltek LD-250 Lightning Detector

Inspeed WW25 gale monitoring anemometer

Online Automatic Weather Station

Instromet Ltd Climatica Executive system 
comprising:

Wet and dry bulb temperature sensors
Rainfall sensor
Wind speed and direction sensor
Electronic sunshine recorder
Datalogging unit with barometric 
pressure sensor

The sensors also deliver weather data to a large 
analogue instrument panel housed within the 
station office.

Web cam - Creative Live Cam Optia Pro

Networked PC running Met4Net  version 1.7. 
Update frequency 15 minutes via Broadband or 
hourly by back-up dial-up connection.  

Archive

The station holds weather records for 
Northamptonshire dating from 1880. Access to 
these records is restricted, although requests for 
data can be made in writing to the station 
manager at Pitsford.

Web site

The main URL for the station’s web site is 
www.northantsweather.org.uk

The site has pages containing local forecast 
information, recently collected weather data 
(including real-time data gathered from the 
online automatic weather station), archived data 
from 1998 to the present, as well as links to 
many useful sources of weather information.
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Appendix 2: Code Descriptions used in the Register of 
Climatological Observations

Visibility codes

X Dense Fog <20m
E Dense Fog 20m
0 Thick Fog up to 40m
1 Thick Fog up to 100m
2 Fog up to 200m
3 Moderate Fog up to 400m
4 Very poor visibility up to 1000m
5 Poor visibility up to 2km
6 Moderate visibility up to 7km
7 Good visibility up to 20km
8 Very good visibility up to 30km
9 Excellent visibility 40km

State of the Concrete Slab 

0 Dry 
1 Moist 
2 Wet 
3 Icy 

State of the Grass
0 Dry with no deposits
1 Wet with dew only
2 Wet from fog (some dew present)
3 Wet from falling rain or drizzle
4 Wet from the melting of frozen 
deposits listed as codes 5-9, or from sleet
5 Ice resulting from the freezing of 1-3 or the 
refreezing of 4
6 Ice of glaze resulting from freezing of rain or 
drizzle on cold surface or ice from hail
7 Hoar frost - direct deposition of crystals from air
8 Rime - direct deposition of crystals from supercooled 
freezing fog or falling ice prisms or fall ice crystals
9 Snow 

Present Weather

00 -- clear skies
01 -- clouds dissolving
02 -- state of sky unchanged
03 -- clouds developing
Haze, smoke, dust or sand
04 -- visibility reduced by smoke
05 -- haze
06 -- widespread dust in suspension not raised by wind
07 -- dust or sand raised by wind
08 -- well developed dust or sand whirls
09 -- dust or sand storm within sight but not at station
Non-precipitation events
10 -- mist
11 -- patches of shallow fog
12 -- continuous shallow fog
13 -- lightning visible, no thunder heard
14 -- precipitation within sight but not hitting ground
15 -- distant precipitation but not falling at station
16 -- nearby precipitation but not falling at station
17 -- thunderstorm but no precipitation falling at station
18 -- squalls within sight but no precipitation falling at station
19 -- funnel clouds within sight
Precipitation within past hour but not at observation time
20 -- drizzle
21 -- rain
22 -- snow

23 -- rain and snow
24 -- freezing rain
25 -- rain showers
26 -- snow showers
27 -- hail showers
28 -- fog
29 -- thunderstorms
Duststorm, sandstorm, drifting or blowing snow
30 -- slight to moderate duststorm, decreasing in intensity
31 -- slight to moderate duststorm, no change
32 -- slight to moderate duststorm, increasing in intensity
33 -- severe duststorm, decreasing in intensity
34 -- severe duststorm, no change
35 -- severe duststorm, increasing in intensity
36 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, below eye level
37 -- heavy drifting snow, below eye level
38 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, above eye level
39 -- heavy drifting snow, above eye level
Fog or ice fog
40 -- Fog at a distance
41 -- patches of fog
42 -- fog, sky visible, thinning
43 -- fog, sky not visible, thinning
44 -- fog, sky visible, no change
45 -- fog, sky not visible, no change
46 -- fog, sky visible, becoming thicker
47 -- fog, sky not visible, becoming thicker
48 -- fog, depositing rime, sky visible
49 -- fog, depositing rime, sky not visible
Drizzle
50 -- intermittent light drizzle
51 -- continuous light drizzle
52 -- intermittent moderate drizzle
53 -- continuous moderate drizzle
54 -- intermittent heavy drizzle
55 -- continuous heavy drizzle
56 -- light freezing drizzle
57 -- moderate to heavy freezing drizzle
58 -- light drizzle and rain
59 -- moderate to heavy drizzle and rain
Rain
60 -- intermittent light rain
61 -- continuous light rain
62 -- intermittent moderate rain
63 -- continuous moderate rain
64 -- intermittent heavy rain
65 -- continuous heavy rain
66 -- light freezing rain
67 -- moderate to heavy freezing rain
68 -- light rain and snow
69 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow
Snow
70 -- intermittent light snow
71 -- continuous light snow
72 -- intermittent moderate snow
73 -- continuous moderate snow
74 -- intermittent heavy snow
75 -- continuous heavy snow
76 -- diamond dust
77 -- snow grains
78 -- snow crystals
79 -- ice pellets
Showers
80 -- light rain showers
81 -- moderate to heavy rain showers
82 -- violent rain showers
83 -- light rain and snow showers
84 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow showers
85 -- light snow showers
86 -- moderate to heavy snow showers
87 -- light snow/ice pellet showers
88 -- moderate to heavy snow/ice pellet showers
89 -- light hail showers
90 -- moderate to heavy hail showers
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Thunderstorms
91 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light rain
92 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only moderate to 
heavy rain
93 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light snow or 
rain/snow mix

94 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only moderate to 
heavy snow or rain/snow mix
95 -- light to moderate thunderstorm
96 -- light to moderate thunderstorm with hail
97 -- heavy thunderstorm
98 -- heavy thunderstorm with duststorm
99 -- heavy thunderstorm with hail 

Appendix 3: 

1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford Hall

 
Mean Max 

(C)
Mean Min 

(C)
Mean 

(C)
Rain 
(mm)

Sunshine 
(hrs)

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49
February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5
March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2
April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3
May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7
June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1
July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7
August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2
September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3
October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1
November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4
December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4
Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9
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This Month’s Weather Image

Lightning over Suffolk captured during the intense thunderstorms on the 28th June which largely avoided 
the county. 

Printed on behalf of Pitsford Hall weather station by Pitsford School, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton 
NN6 9AX.

Individual copies are available for purchase for £1.50. A year’s subscription (if applicable) costs £15. Back 
issues from December 1999 are available on request from the weather station.

This publication is distributed free to all libraries across Northamptonshire.
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