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Review of the Month 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

R
ai

nf
al

l (
m

m
)

-10

-5

0

5

10

15

Te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

 (C
)

Mean Temperature and Rainfall
January 2013

Pitsford Hall weather station

Generally cold with a mild spell around the beginning and end. Prolonged spells of lying snow 
from 14th to 26th. 

There was a strong rise of pressure over the UK during the first two days of January, and from then until 
the 9th an anticyclonic/southwesterly flow covered the country. There were good sunny periods over 
England and Wales on the 1st and 6.3hrs of bright sunshine was recorded at Pitsford. In contrast to much 
of the month, it was relatively mild during the first week and, apart from the 1st, it remained rather cloudy 
albeit with very little rain. A frontal system did introduce some rain across the county on the 8th and this 
was followed by a cold polar incursion on the 9th which saw daytime temperatures at Pitsford the 
following day struggling at 2.3C.  

For much of the period from the 10th to the 25th high pressure lay over Scandinavia or the Norwegian 
Sea, but winds during this period were quite variable in direction, though from an easterly quarter on 
several days. Fog was recorded at Pitsford on the 10th and 11th. Snow fell quite widely on the 14th, 
although falls at Pitsford were initially slight with just 3cm of lying snow at 0900hrs.  Until the 15th highs at 
Pitsford were typically between 2.0 and 4.4C, but from the 16th to the 20th they were often just below 
zero; the lowest maximum during this period was -2.5C on the 16th, a day which saw fog depositing rime 
in the early morning and creating a very wintry scene across the countryside.  The lowest overnight 
temperature was -7.6C early on the 16th. 

Further snow, accompanied by a strong southeasterly wind, spread across the county on the 18th. This 
snow resulted in transport chaos as businesses and schools closed and people headed home from work 
during the early afternoon. All major routes into and out of Northampton suffered long delays due to the 
volume of traffic and bus services were cancelled after 5.00pm. There were further light flurries on the 
19th, but more significant snow fell on the 20th. The icy conditions prompted the closure over 290 
schools across the county. 15.0cm of snow lay on the ground at Pitsford at 0900hrs on the 21st. An 
occlusion from the Atlantic crossed the country on the 25th with some heavy snow recorded at Pitsford 
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later in the day. However, with temperatures increasing rapidly the following day, the 9.0cm of lying snow 
at 0900 had all but disappeared by the following morning. 

The remainder of the month was much milder with heavy rain and strong winds at times, though there 
was also a good deal of sunshine. On the 26th 7.9mm of rain fell at Pitsford with a further 6.7mm on the 
29th. Also on the 29th the temperature reached 13.5C at while on the 30th there was 4.7hrs of bright 
sunshine. Until the 25th strong winds had been conspicuous by their absence, but gusts in excess of 
40mph were recorded at Pitsford on the 28th, 30th and 31st. 

January snowfall across Northamptonshire. The photograph was taken on the footpath from Brixworth to 
Pitsford Reservoir and the Country Park. 

Climatological Statistics
The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for January 2013. Climatological observations 
are made at 0900hrs daily. Averages refer to the period 1981-2010. 

Air Temperatures    
The Highest Maximum: 13.5 C on 29th
The Lowest Maximum: -2.5 C on 16th
The Highest Minimum: 8.2 C on 5th
The Lowest Minimum: -7.6 C on 16th
The Mean Maximum: 5.4 C  
The Mean Minimum: 1.0 C  
The Overall Mean: 3.2 C  
Difference from the Monthly Mean: -1.5 C  
    
Solar Radiation    
Maximum (at 0900): 141.0 W/m^2 on 26th
Mean (at 0900): 23.6 W/m^2  
    
Relative Humidity:    
Highest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 100.0 % on 5th, 6th, 10th, 14th & 16th
Lowest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 75.9 % on 30th
Mean Relative Humidity (at 0900): 93.8 %  
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Dew Point:    
The Highest Dew Point (0900): 9.4 C on 5th
The Lowest Dew Point (at 0900): -5.9 C on 22nd
The Mean Dew Point (at 0900): 1.8 C  
    
Rainfall:    
Total: 53.5 mm  
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 96.7 %  
Duration: 71.0 hrs  
Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 8.1 mm on 25th
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 14   
Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 11   
    
Sunshine:    
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 34.6 hrs  
Sunniest day: 6.3 hrs on 1st
No. of days without sunshine: 19   
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 70.6 %  
Cloud cover (mean at 0900): 6.5 oktas 81.3 %
    
Pressure (reduced to sea level):    
The Highest Pressure (at 0900): 1037.9 mb on 4th
The Lowest Pressure (at 0900): 991.6 mb on 27th
Mean Pressure (at 0900): 1014.3 mb  
    
Winds    
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 112.5 miles  
Mean daily wind speed: 6.1 mph  
Run of wind (cumulative): 3488.4 miles  
Highest Maximum Gust: 45 mph on 31st
No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0   
Highest wind strength (at 0900): 17.3 mph on 28th
Mean wind strength (at 0900): 7.8 mph  
    

Winds from the Following Directions:    

N 2 NE 2 E 4 SE 4 S 4 SW 6 W 4 NW 3 Calm 2
    
Concrete     
Lowest Concrete Minimum: -6.5 C on 16th
Mean Concrete Minimum: -0.2 C  
    
Evaporation    
Piche 26 ml  
    
Days with:    
Thunder: 0   
Hail <5mm: 0   
Hail >/=5mm: 0   
Snow or snow & rain: 10   
Snow lying: 13   
Fog: 5   
Air Frost: 15  
Duration of Air Frost: 110hrs 
Gales: 0   

All data © Pitsford Hall weather station.
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REGISTERS

Daily Weather Log
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Hall weather station during January 2013. 

  Remarks Max   Min   Rain   

1st Cold start. Prolonged spells of sunshine. Turning cloudier through the 
afternoon. 7.8 C 2.9 C _   

2nd A milder day. Staying largely dry albeit rather cloudy. 11.0 C 3.8 C 0.1 mm 
3rd Mild. Light breeze. Brief sunshine around the middle part of the day. 12.7 C 7.0 C _   
4th Again, mild for the time of year with brief spells of sunshine. 10.2 C 7.6 C _   

5th Mostly overcast with just brief spells of sunshine. Again, mild for the time of 
year, 10.5 C 8.2 C _   

6th Initial fog clearing, then remaining overcast. Still mild for the time of year. 8.5 C 4.9 C 0.1 mm 

7th Intermittent light drizzle initially, but clearing. Dry, overcast and mild for 
much of the day. 8.6 C 4.9 C tr mm 

8th Mild. Dry during the daytime, but outbreaks of rain during the evening. 10.3 C 6.9 C 3.2 mm 
9th Noticeably colder start. Clearing skies with sunshine. 7.2 C 3.3 C 0.2 mm 
10th Fog clearing slowly, but remaining overcast. Dry. Cold. 2.3 C 0.4 C _   
11th Fog clearing to brief spells of afternoon sunshine. Remaining very cold. 4.4 C -1.0 C 0.1 mm 
12th Remaining cold and overcast all day. Staying dry. 4.0 C -1.0 C _   

13th Very cold, but remaining dry with spells of sunshine. Turning hazier 
through the afternoon. 2.7 C -1.4 C 1.4 mm 

14th Light snow showers through the morning, turning moderate for a time 
during the afternoon. 3.0cm of lying snow at 0900. 2.0 C -1.5 C 2.6 mm 

15th Snow showers briefly overnight. 5.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Dry during 
the day with spells of sunshine. Continuing cold. 2.3 C -0.5 C tr mm 

16th 
Hard frost. Freezing fog depositing rime. Light snow flurries clearing. 5.0cm 
of lying snow at 0900. Remaining cold with temperatures below freezing. 
Negligible breeze. Mist and fog lingering in places. 

-2.5 C -7.6 C tr mm 

17th 4.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Visibility improved. Brief dawn sunshine, then 
staying cloudy. Frosty all day. Snow showers early evening. -0.4 C -5.1 C tr mm 

18th 
5.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Light snow during the morning, becoming 
moderate by lunchtime. Snow continuing until early evening and drifting in 
a brisk wind. 

-0.4 C -3.5 C 6.0 mm 

19th 10.0cm of lying snow at 0900. A few light flurries during the early morning, 
but otherwise dry. Feeling very cold in a raw easterly wind. -0.2 C -3.4 C tr mm 

20th 10.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Light snow starting around 0900 and 
continuing becoming moderate for the remainder of the day until evening. -0.5 C -2.0 C 7.8 mm 

21st 15.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Further light flurries during the morning, but 
otherwise dry, overcast and very cold. 0.0 C -2.6 C tr mm 

22nd 13.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Visibility initially good with prospect of 
sunshine. However, fog developing later and lingering all day. 0.3 C -5.5 C tr mm 

23rd 11.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Light snow flurries all day, but slight thaw as 
temperatures hover around freezing. 0.0 C -6.1 C 0.4 mm 

24th 
9.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Temperatures during the day climbing slightly 
above freezing encouraging slow thaw. Otherwise, still very cold and 
overcast. 

1.2 C -1.0 C tr mm 

25th 8.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Hard frost and overcast. Dry until evening. 
Wind increasing later with spell of heavy snow. 2.9 C 4.8 C 8.1 mm 

26th 
Heavy snow clearing during the early hours followed by a fairly rapid thaw 
during the day. 9.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Spells of sunshine during the 
day. Rain during the evening. 

9.5 C -1.1 C 7.9 mm 

27th Rain overnight with rapid thaw, but becoming drier. Brief shower around 
0900, then spells and sunshine and feeling milder. Brief shower during the 8.5 C 2.5 C 0.4 mm 
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early evening. 

28th Hazy sunshine initially, but turning increasingly cloudy. Occasional 
showers, light at first but heavier and squally later. 9.7 C 0.4 C 2.2 mm 

29th Very mild. Breezy. Overcast with occasional light showers through the day. 
Heavy rain evening and overnight. 13.5 C 2.1 C 6.7 mm 

30th Mild start. Heavy showers clearing to sunny spells. Continuing windy. 10.7 C 7.7 C 5.2 mm 

31st Rain clearing then dry with sunny spells. Initially windy, but easing through 
the day. 9.5 C 5.4 C 1.1 mm 

7



Pitsford Hall Weather Station – Monthly Weather Report – January 2013

Daily Climatological Station Observations
The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record for January 2013 and is © Pitsford 
Hall weather station. Readings are taken at 0900 hrs GMT or on the hour indicated. Permission to use if for 
commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the station manager, Pitsford Hall weather station, 
Pitsford Hall, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  

Observations at Pitsford Hall 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9 9 8 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 0 8 7 4 8 9 8 8
Wind
Direction wsw ssw wnw w wsw se ssw wsw
Speed (knots) 10 5 3 10 2 2 11 8
Weather 0 2 2 2 2 43 50 3
Visibility 8 7 6 7 7 3 6 5
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 3.5 7.4 8.8 7.9 9.4 5.9 7.4 8.4
Wet Bulb 2.7 6.9 8.4 7.1 9.4 5.9 7.1 7.9
Max 7.8 11 12.7 10.2 10.5 8.5 8.6 10.3
Min 2.9 3.8 7 7.6 8.2 4.9 4.9 6.9
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 25 28 25 42 13 5 25 8
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 3 1 3 1 1 2 3 1
State of Concrete 0 0 2 0 0 1 1 0
Concrete Min (C) 0.9 1.9 _ 6.5 5.1 2.9 5.6 6
Evaporation
Piche (ml) > 1.9 1 > > 1.8 0.8 0.7
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) _ 0.1 _ _ _ 0.1 tr 3.2
Duration (hrs) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4.6
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 0.7
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 133.95 114.72 99.24 105.39 49.48 162.43 117.53 168.98
Mean (mph) 7.3 6.2 5.4 5.7 2.7 8.8 6.4 9.2
Gust (mph) 28 22 25 22 17 16 19 17
Sunshine (hrs) 6.3 0 0.9 3 0.4 0 0 0
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.742 0.995 1.103 1.009 1.18 0.929 1.009 1.066
VP 0.688 0.961 1.076 0.955 1.18 0.929 0.989 1.032
Saturated
VP 0.785 1.03 1.133 1.066 1.18 0.929 1.03 1.103
Rel. Humidity 87.6 93.3 95 89.6 100 100 96 93.6

Dew Point (C) 1.6 6.4 8 6.3 9.4 5.9 6.8 7.4
Pressure (mb) 1005.7 1023.7 1032.1 1037.9 1035.7 1033.9 1027.1 1024.2
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
fog _ _ _ _ _ 1 _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations – ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9 8 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 1 9 9 8 6 8 7 9
Wind
Direction calm nw nnw ese nnw sse nnw e
Speed (knots) 0 1 6 10 9 2.3 6 3
Weather 0 3 1 2 10 22 1 77
Visibility 6 3 3 7 6 7 7 4
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 3.6 0.7 0.7 1.1 -0.4 -1 -0.5 -3.4
Wet Bulb 3.4 0.7 0.4 0.8 -0.6 -1 -0.6 -3.4
Max 7.2 2.3 4.4 4 2.7 2 2.3 -2.5
Min 3.3 0.4 -1 -1 -1.4 -1.5 -0.5 -7.6
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 23 14 14 33 9 9 16 7
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 2 2 2 4 7 9 9 9
State of Concrete 2 2 1 0 0 1 3 2
Concrete Min (C) 2.7 0.2 -1.1 -1 -3 -2 -2 -6.5
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 0.3 0 0.1 0.7 1.1 2.6 fr fr
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) 0.2 _ 0.1 _ 1.4 2.6 tr tr
Duration (hrs) _ _ _ _ 6.9 5.1 _ _
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) _ _ _ _ 0.2 0.5 _ _
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 83.34 58.84 23.32 103.85 69.18 104.72 101.35 5.03
Mean (mph) 4.5 3.2 1.3 5.6 3.7 5.7 5.5 0.3
Gust (mph) <15 <15 18 23 <15 28 15 <15
Sunshine (hrs) 2.6 0 0.9 0 2.8 0 2.1 0
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.78 0.643 0.629 0.648 0.585 0.568 0.585 0.475
VP 0.766 0.643 0.609 0.628 0.572 0.568 0.578 0.475
Saturated
VP 0.791 0.643 0.643 0.662 0.593 0.568 0.589 0.475
Rel. Humidity 96.8 100 94.7 94.9 96.5 100 98.1 100

Dew Point (C) 3.1 0.7 0 0.4 -0.9 -1 -0.8 -3.4
Pressure (mb) 1023.9 1017.1 1019.7 1014.2 1021.9 1015 1011.2 1013.9
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow _ _ _ _ _ 1 1 1
fog _ 1 1 _ _ _ _ 1
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations - ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 17th 18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 8 8 8 8 4 8 8
Wind
Direction sse se ene ene calm ene ene n
Speed (knots) 0 13 12 10 0 6 7 2
Weather 1 1 70 71 2 1 26 2
Visibility 8 7 6 6 5 6 7 6
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb -3 -1.7 -0.2 -1.2 -1.4 -5 -0.2 0
Wet Bulb -3 -2.1 -0.4 -1.6 -1.5 -5.3 -0.6 -0.5
Max -0.4 -0.4 -0.2 -0.5 0 0.3 0 1.2
Min -5.1 -3.5 -3.4 -2 -2.6 -5.5 -6.1 -1
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 7 5 11 5 12 19 12 7
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
State of Concrete 2 2 3 0 0 0 0 0
Concrete Min (C) -4.4 -2.9 -2 -1.6 -1.4 -5.3 -5.9 -1
Evaporation
Piche (ml) fr fr fr fr fr fr fr fr
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) tr 6 tr 7.8 tr tr 0.4 tr
Duration (hrs) _ 14.3 _ 13.7 _ _ 0.2 _
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) _ 0.4 _ 0.6 _ _ 2 _
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 51.59 108.46 110.67 71.83 60.15 99.52 88.47 124.18
Mean (mph) 2.8 5.9 6 3.9 3.3 5.4 4.8 6.7
Gust (mph) 18 20 23 20 <15 18 18 17
Sunshine (hrs) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.49 0.524 0.593 0.543 0.547 0.412 0.585 0.589
VP 0.49 0.497 0.58 0.516 0.54 0.392 0.558 0.555
Saturated
VP 0.49 0.539 0.602 0.56 0.551 0.421 0.602 0.611
Rel. Humidity 100 92.2 96.3 92.1 98 93.1 92.7 90.8

Dew Point (C) -3 -2.8 -0.7 -2.3 -1.7 -5.9 -1.2 -1.3
Pressure (mb) 1019.7 1007.3 1000.1 999.1 993 1002.6 1010 1017.9
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow 1 1 1 1 1 _ 1 _
fog _ _ _ _ _ 1 _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations – ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th 31st
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 10 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 3 5 1 8 6 3
Wind
Direction sse ssw wsw ssw ssw wsw ssw
Speed (knots) 7 8 14 15 7 11 12
Weather 2 1 3 2 2 1 1
Visibility 6 8 7 7 7 7 7
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb -0.5 2.7 7.9 1.5 8.4 8.2 7.2
Wet Bulb -1 2.4 6.4 1.2 7.8 6.3 6.3
Max 2.9 9.5 8.5 9.7 13.5 10.7 9.5
Min 4.8 -1.1 2.5 0.4 2.1 7.7 5.4
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 26 141 11 91 23 28 39
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 9 9 4 7 3 3 3
State of Concrete 1 1 1 0 1 2 2
Concrete Min (C) -4.9 -4.6 0.6 -0.4 2 6.9 4.2
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 3.6 _ 2.1 2.2 1.4 3.1 2.6
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) 8.1 7.9 0.4 2.2 6.7 5.2 1.1
Duration (hrs) 6.1 7.3 0.3 1.4 5.3 4.9 0.9
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 1.3 1.1 1.3 1.6 1.3 1.1 1.2
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 88.58 209.61 177.73 200.21 181.99 306.47 107.54
Mean (mph) 4.8 11.4 9.6 10.8 9.9 16.6 5.8
Gust (mph) 27 30 33 41 34 44 45
Sunshine (hrs) 0 2.2 4.8 0 0 4.7 3.9
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.568 0.726 0.962 0.666 1.059 0.955 0.955
VP 0.534 0.706 0.86 0.646 1.018 0.826 0.894
Saturated
VP 0.589 0.742 1.066 0.681 1.103 1.088 1.016
Rel. Humidity 90.7 95.1 80.7 94.9 92.3 75.9 88

Dew Point (C) -1.8 2 4.8 0.8 7.2 4.2 5.3
Pressure (mb) 1017.9 1008.8 991.6 1007.8 1002.4 1002 1007.2
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow 1 _ _ _ _ _ _
fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence. 
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UK Weather Diary
Overnight into the 1st frontal rain cleared from SE England while areas of further rain and showers 
affected W areas of Scotland and Ireland. These falls continued across Scotland in particular during the 
day with further S being either much lighter or suppressed by high pressure (1022 mb across SW 
England by 2400 GMT). Across England there were long spells of sunshine - but in Ireland skies tended 
to cloud over from the W as a warm front approached later in the evening. Eskdalemuir reported some 
snow showers later in the day. (St Helier 9.9C, Carterhouse 3.7C maximum, Aboyne -2.3C minimum, 
Cluanie Inn 16.6 mm, Manston 6.7 h.) 

The warm front spread quickly E'wards on the 2nd followed by a cold front that passed through Scotland 
and much of Ireland by 2400 GMT. At low levels there was very little overnight air frost anywhere and by 
dawn frontal rain had fallen across Ireland, much of Scotland and in parts of Wales and SW England. N 
Britain and N Ireland had further rain during the day although it remained cloudy everywhere - falls of rain 
tended to be slight across S and Cent England. Only parts of E Scotland had more than a few minutes of 
bright sunshine. (Ashford, Co. Wicklow 14.5C, Carterhouse 8.5C maximum, Santon Downham 0.3C 
minimum, Resallach 20.6 mm, Leuchars 2.6 h.) 

Extensive cloud cover meant a mild night everywhere into the 3rd with minimum temperatures above 
10C across parts of Scotland and Ireland. During the day the cold front reversed NE'wards and it was 
mainly N parts of Britain and Ireland that had much rainfall - with misty conditions further s. N Scotland 
had the best of the sunshine, although some smaller areas had a few stations with sunny spells. 
(Ashford, Co. Wicklow 15.7C, Tredegar Bryn Bach Park 8.1C maximum, Tulloch Bridge 5.3C minimum, 
Resallach 14.4 mm, Wellesbourne 3.5 h.) 

The 4th dawned after another mild night, some rain having fallen across Scotland with misty conditions 
early in parts of E and Cent England. High pressure remained centred to the S of the UK - around 1040 
mb over the Channel Islands during the morning. N Scotland had a little light rain during the day - 
elsewhere it was mainly dry but with cloudy skies that gave some drizzle in places. Parts of E and N 
England saw breaks in the cloud, however. (Dyce 13.3C, Spadeadam 7.5C maximum, Fyvie Castle 3.7C 
minimum, Baltasound 7.2C minimum, Waddington 4.5 h.) 

High pressure again dominated conditions on the 5th although only a few parts of E Scotland had an air 
frost. Early mist and fog patches soon cleared from Cent and E England. Most places were dry overnight 
but frontal cloud gave some moderately heavy falls of rain during the day across W parts of Ireland and 
Scotland. It was noticeably cool in the Channel Islands with most areas again having a dull day. 
(Kinlochewe 12.9C, Jersey Airport 6.6C maximum, Aboyne -2.2C minimum, Achnagart 14.0 mm, 
Waddington 2.7 h.) 

There was widespread mist and fog, dense in places by dawn on the 6th across Cent and E England in 
particular, but in many areas from S Scotland and N Ireland, S'wards. Overnight rain affected parts of N 
Scotland W Ireland - and this persisted during the day with some heavy falls, especially in W Ireland 
where 13 mm fell in 12 hours ending 1800 GMT at Valentia. The fog was slow to clear and lingered as 
mist in many areas throughout the day - with the result that the day was a dull one in all areas. 
(Achnagart 12.4C, Inverbervie 7.1C maximum, Topcliffe -0.3C minimum, Lusa 12.6 mm, Leconfield 0.8 
h.) 

Overnight into the 7th the mist and fog reformed/thickened across Cent England ; further N there was 
rainfall across Ireland and the S half of Scotland - with some heavy falls in Ireland including 22 mm in the 
12 hours to 0600 GMT at Valentia. This rain continued during the day across Ireland and S Scotland - 
also spreading into N England and N Scotland. Across England and Wales the mist gave way to drizzle 
before reforming in the evening. It was again another dull day in all areas. (Magilligan 12.1C, Wych Cross 
6.9C maximum, Topcliffe 4.0C minimum, Dundrennan 30.0 mm, Camborne 0.5 h.) 

Away from NE Scotland condition were mild in the early hours of the 8th with rain across Ireland and in S 
and W parts of Scotland. Mist and haze affected E and Cent areas of England and around dawn but as 
the day progressed the rain moved E'wards, affecting most of Wales and SW England, NW England and 
Cent Scotland by midday - and then East Anglia by midnight. Ireland turned largely dry and sunny once 
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the rain had cleared. (Achnagart 12.6C, Lough Fea 7.8C maximum, Aboyne 1.1C minimum, Threave 
22.4 mm, Shannon Airport 5.8 h.) 

Places from Cent Ireland to NE Scotland had a slight air frost on the 9th; further S rain from Devon to 
Whitby overnight had mainly cleared by dawn to leave widespread mist and fog across England and 
Wales. Fog was also present across Ireland; it persisted all day in places here and, after clearing to mist 
over England and Wales, reformed in the evening. The day was mainly dry, except in N Scotland and the 
Northern Isles although the fog did produce snow grains early in the day across Cumbria and as far S as 
S Wales - with further falls in the evening from High Wycombe to Wittering. It was a cold day where the 
fog lingered, but a sunny one where it cleared early on. (Guernsey Airport 10.7C, Derrylin Cornahoule 
1.6C maximum, Katesbridge -4.7C minimum, Cassley 8.6 mm, Aberporth 7.5 h.) 

Away from W and N Scotland, and S England and East Anglia, there was a widespread ground frost on 
the 10th with places in Wales and N Ireland having a sharp air frost. Fog was widespread overnight 
across the British Isles while by dawn rain had pushed NE'wards into the Channel Islands and SW 
Ireland. The fog produced snow grains in places as far S as Essex and S wales during early morning 
while during the day areas of rain affected E areas of Scotland and England, and also Ireland, Wales and 
SW England before pushing into NW England and S Scotland. In Cent England, in between the rain 
areas, it was quite a foggy day in places with maximum temperatures around 1C. Some snow was 
reported in Dundrennan during the day. (Isles of Scilly10.3C, Keele 0.4C maximum, Katesbridge -5.7C 
minimum, Whitechurch 7.0 mm, Cork Airport 6.7 h.) 

The 11th dawned with mist and fog in parts of Cent and SE England and S Ireland, and patchy air frost in 
many other areas away from S England. Rain fell overnight across Wales and into Hampshire, and in 
parts of E Scotland and NE England. These areas of rain weakened during the day but by early evening 
another area of rain was pushing into SW Ireland. Elsewhere mist and fog became more widespread 
during the morning and persisted throughout the day in many parts of England - meaning a rather dull 
day in E Britain. (Isles of Scilly 11.2C, Carterhouse 2.1C maximum, Shap -5.8C minimum, Dunstaffnage 
12.6 mm, Lyneham 6.7 h.) 

There was widespread mist and fog overnight into the 12th across England and Wales and a sharp air 
frost in parts of Cent Scotland. East Anglia and parts of SE England also had an air frost but by dawn an 
area of rain was affecting SW and Cent S England and parts of Wales and S Ireland. Kenley reported 
sleet at 0600 GMT on the leading edge of the rain as it met colder air. Further rain fell in this S area 
during the day with some heavy falls in Sussex and Hampshire - while another rain area affected some E 
districts of Scotland. In E Scotland Aboyne reported snow and sleet and wintry falls were reported from 
Portland to Wiltshire in the evening. (Jersey Airport 10.2C, Lentran -0.4C maximum, Aviemore -7.5C 
minimum, Thorney Island 45.0 mm, St Helier 6.6 h.) 

Except in S England and W Scotland there was a widespread ground frost on the 13th - with an air frost 
away from coastal areas. W Scotland was cloudier overnight with an area of rain spreading from the W, 
turning to snow by dawn over higher ground in Cent Scotland. Some slight snow also fall in parts of the N 
Midlands and NE England before dawn. Inland areas of the UK had a cold day with further falls of rain or 
snow across N Ireland, N England and Scotland; Cent England remained rather misty. Into the evening 
snow was reported across E Ireland, Wales, the Midlands and in parts of SW England - although earlier it 
had been a sunny day in SW England. W Ireland was much warmer than elsewhere, albeit rather cloudy 
with some light rain. (Valentia 9.0C, Spadeadam -0.4C maximum, Shap -6.2C minimum, Harris Quidnish 
21.4 mm, Yeovilton 7.2 h.) 

Snow moved E'wards across E England early on the 14th, followed by rain and showers from the W 
during the day - although falls of snow continued in East Anglia into the evening. There was widespread 
precipitation overnight in Ireland and W Britain - and across most of the British Isles during the day. 
Ahead of the snow there was an air frost over much of inland England and Wales, and E Scotland, 
although on Scilly the overnight minimum temperature was 7.4C. Snow also fell at times across Scotland 
, while SW Scotland and Ireland had the best of any sunshine. Heavy snow across the East Midlands led 
to the closure of around 20 schools and caused flight delays and diversions at East Midlands Airport. 
Heavy snow hit much of the Grampian area, causing serious delays for motorists. (Isles of Scilly 9.3C, 
Houghton Hall -0.4C maximum, Aboyne -5.9C minimum, Harris Quidnish 18.8 mm, Glasgow 4.9 h.) 
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By 0900 GMT on the 15th reported snow depths included 8 cm at Wattisham and Marham and 4 cm at 
Eskdalemuir and Aboyne as the snow ceased falling in East Anglia in the early hours. There was a 
widespread overnight air frost in Scotland and E Ireland, and in Cent and N England. Snow continued 
falling in NE England and E Scotland until late afternoon and there were further falls in East Anglia during 
the day. W parts of the British Isles had some rainfall during the day while in the evening mist and fog 
formed widely across England and E Wales. In parts of N England and East Anglia it remained below 0C 
during the day. The fresh snow across parts of the UK caused further travel disruption. Norwich airport 
closed and trains between the city and Cambridge were cancelled or were running with delays because 
of the weather. In Suffolk, police reported more than 30 accidents involving vehicles on roads overnight in 
the county and a gritting lorry crashed into a ditch during a snow flurry on the B1115 at Little Waldingfield 
near Sudbury. Schools closed across Wales, where widespread icy conditions caused delays on roads 
and the temporary closure of the A4067 between Glais, Swansea, and Junction 45 of the M4. Many 
roads in the north-east of Scotland were described as hazardous, including the A90 north and south of 
Aberdeen. A car landed on its roof after an accident on the B979 near the Tyrebagger. The Met Office 
has issued a cold weather alert, warning of a 90% probability of severe cold weather or icy conditions 
until Friday in parts of England. The level three alert - one below a national emergency - warns the 
weather could increase health risks to vulnerable patients and disrupt services, and notifies the 
authorities to take action. (Isles of Scilly 8.8C, Craibstone -1.1C maximum, Altnaharra -5.7C minimum, 
Houghton Hall 9.6 mm, Lyneham 7.5 h.) 

The 16th dawned with widespread mist and fog across England and Wales, resulting in falls of snow 
grains in places. There was also some light snowfall in E Kent. Across W Ireland it was milder with frontal 
rain affecting the W half by 0600 GMT - and this rain also affected Scilly and Cornwall by this time. Grass 
minimum temperatures were down below -10C in many places from N Scotland to Cent S England with a 
widespread air frosts away from the coasts over Britain. Minimum temperatures fell below -10C in parts of 
East Anglia. With the mist and fog not clearing from many areas during the day, the daytime maximum 
temperature remained below 0C over a large area from N Hampshire to N Scotland, and from E Wales to 
coastal parts of East Anglia and NE England. Some snow fell in parts of Scotland and close to the E 
coast of England and as widespread rain spread across Ireland and into Wales by the end of the day it 
began to turn to snow here. (Valentia and Sherkin Island 9.2C, Brooms Barn -4.5C maximum, Marham -
13.1C minimum, Isles of Scilly 10.2 mm, Wattisham 7.2 h.) 

England, Scotland and Wales had another widespread air frost on the 17th away from coastal areas with 
east Anglia and E England being the coldest areas. By dawn there was falling snow in E Wales and W 
areas of the Midlands of England, with widespread mist and fog further E. Overnight snow also fell close 
to the E coast of England in places with some rain across W Wales and E Ireland. During the day the 
area of snow moved E giving falls to many parts of Cent and E England, and in parts of N England. Falls 
were often slight and with snow grains where the mist and fog lingered. Later in the day further fronts 
gave a widespread area of rain across Ireland. The N and E Midlands, N parts of England and parts of 
East Anglia had another ice day and, except in some E areas of England and Scotland, it was a dull day. 
Much of Norfolk and Suffolk was affected by heavy snow fall which led to school closures and poor travel 
conditions. (Valentia 10.3C, Emley Moor -2.1C maximum, Cavendish -12.0C minimum, Murlough 11.2 
mm, Wattisham 6.4 h.) 

E areas of Scotland and England had an air frost into the 18th while Ireland, W Wales and SW England 
had rain by 0600 GMT. In the latter two areas the rain turned to snow on the leading edge as it met 
colder air with depths by 1200 GMT of 26 cm at Sennybridge and 15 cm at Dunkeswell. Snow fell in 
many areas from the Channel Islands to N Scotland during the day with significant accumulations leading 
to disruption. In SW Ireland and E Scotland there was a little sunshine. By 1500 GMT depths included 25 
cm at Sennybridge, 16 cm at Filton, 10cm at Middle Wallop and 5 cm at Heathrow. Temperatures 
remained below 0C in much of E and Cent England during the day. More than 3,000 schools were closed 
in England and Wales as a band of heavy snow affected most of the UK. Transport was disrupted with 
flights at Heathrow, Bristol and Southampton airports cancelled and hazardous conditions reported on 
many roads. There were widespread school closures in England with over 500 in Hampshire and the Isle 
of Wight, and 300 in Norfolk, while 300 schools and colleges have been closed in Gloucestershire. In 
Wales, 1,200 schools were closed. 10,000 households in parts of south Wales were being affected by 
power cuts. (Isles of Scilly 9.9C, Stowe -2.7C maximum, High Mowthorpe -4.7C minimum, Culdrose 28.8 
mm, Stornoway 5.6 h.) 
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During the 19th the snowfall across England and Wales gradually eased off and by the evening was 
largely confined to NE Ireland, Scotland and parts of N England. Snow depths at 0000 GMT included 5 
cm at Eskdalemuir, 17 cm at Loftus, 23 cm at Sennybridge and 7cm at Odiham. By 2100 GMT depths 
included 9 cm at Aviemore, 14 cm at Loftus, 21 cm at Sennybridge and 4 cm at Odiham. Except in S and 
Cent Ireland there was a widespread air frost and daytime temperatures remained below freezing in 
places from N Devon to Kent and from Wiltshire to N England. Rain fell across Ireland during the day and 
except in W Scotland it was a mainly dull day. Four people died after an avalanche in Glencoe in the 
Scottish Highlands, the Northern Constabulary has said. A party of six climbers, three men and three 
women, were caught up in the avalanche on Bidean Nam Bian, at about 1400 GMT. Engineers worked 
through the night and morning as more than 2,500 homes across Northern Ireland were affected as a 
result of heavy snow and high winds. In Wales travel problems were widespread with many main roads 
treacherous and some remaining completely blocked. First Cymru said bus services across south Wales 
are running to "near normal" timetables except in Bridgend and Maesteg areas where there was some 
disruption. In Edinburgh a teenager was rescued after falling 150ft down a steep embankment in a 
sledging accident. The 16-year-old suffered a broken leg. The Lecht ski centre in Strathdon, 
Aberdeenshire, was closed on due to heavy snow on the access roads. A planned World Snow Day 
event at the Glenshee Ski Centre on Sunday has been cancelled. (Sherkin Island 8.0C, Lake Vyrnwy -
2.3C maximum, Lake Vyrnwy -4.3C minimum, Killowen 13.6 mm, Stornoway 3.4 h.) 

There was sleet in the Channel Islands before dawn and some falls of light snow in parts of England and 
Wales during the 20th. Falls were mainly confined to Scotland at first but became widespread across 
Cent and E England during the morning, before moving slowly N'wards into N England and N Wales by 
the evening. After a widespread air frost daytime temperatures again remained below 0C across much of 
England and Wales and in Cent and S Scotland. Precipitation amounts were mostly small, except in E 
England, and it was a mainly dull day. Birmingham Airport closed and Heathrow Airport cancelled 300 
flights as the weather continued to disrupt air and rail services. Belfast City Airport's runway was also 
temporarily closed to allow snow to be cleared. Eurostar, Southeastern, South West Trains and First 
Capital Connect have all reported either delays or cancellations due to the adverse conditions. (Isles of 
Scilly 4.9C, Liscombe -2.4C maximum, Liscombe -3.8C minimum, Hull East Park 12.0 mm, Camborne 
2.9 h.) 

Wales and S England had a widespread air frost on the 21st ; snow pushed N'wards into SE Scotland 
overnight with mist and fog patches forming as snowfall cleared S England. Rain and drizzle fell across 
W Ireland overnight with 18 mm falling at Valentia in the 12 hours ending 0600 GMT. During the day the 
snow and sleet across England and Wales gradually cleared N'wards into Scotland and rain fell across 
Ireland and W Scotland. The E Midlands and East Anglia again had an ice day in places and in most 
areas it was another dull day. Flights and trains have been cancelled and schools remain closed as snow 
and ice causes disruption across England. Several airports suspended flights to allow snow to be cleared 
from runways, while others reported cancellations and delays. Thousands of schools also remained 
closed, including more than 600 in West Yorkshire and 500 in the West Midlands. A 16-year-old boy was 
critically ill in hospital after hitting a tree while sledging on Teesside. Heathrow Airport said low visibility 
forced some flights to be cancelled. A lorry toppled over on the M40 early in the morning leading to the 
closure of the southbound carriageway between the M42 junction and junction 15 at Warwick. Flights at 
Leeds Bradford, East Midlands Airport and Robin Hood Airport were suspended during the morning after 
poor conditions closed the runways. Flights were also suspended at Manchester Airport for a time to 
allow snow to be cleared. Heavy drifting snow has closed some schools and caused travel disruption 
across parts of Scotland. There was damage to a church in Cornwall which was hit by lightning. Pillaton 
Church was struck during a "tremendous thunderstorm" at about 2330 GMT. Elsewhere, tributes have 
been paid to a "quiet, friendly" postman who died on Exmoor in thick snow on Saturday. John Bircham, 
57, collapsed as he neared the end of his round in Dulverton, Royal Mail confirmed on Monday. (Valentia 
8.0C, Leek -1.4C maximum, Wellesbourne -6.5C minimum, Chillingham Barns 15.6 mm, Valley 6.5 h.) 

There was a widespread air frost on the 22nd; across Scotland minimum temperatures were not that low 
but there was snow here in the E overnight. Sow also fell overnight in S Scotland and in places as far S 
as the Midlands and Wales with rain in SW England, S Ireland and S Wales. During the day precipitation 
became more widespread, turning to snow in S and Cent England. E England had some sunshine but 
most places were dull and in cent England a few areas remained below 0C during the day. Icy conditions 
led to train and flight cancellations across England, with warnings of further disruption caused by the 
severe weather. The A38(M) Aston Expressway in Birmingham was closed in both directions early in the 
day, between Dartmouth Circus and the M6, because of ice. Emergency services in Devon were called to 
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a serious crash earlier after several vehicles spun off the road near Plymouth. A man was killed in 
another weather-related incident when the car he was driving left the road and crashed into a tree on the 
A12 in Essex on Monday night. Part of the A57 Snake Pass in Derbyshire and a section of the A68 in 
Corbridge, Northumberland, were closed because of snow. Staffordshire County Council said it had 
already overspent its £2.7m gritting budget. The authority said it had used more than 5,000 tonnes of salt 
in the past week and the overspend was a result of vehicle maintenance and labour costs. (Isles of Scilly 
7.4C, Pennerley -1.1C maximum, Cambridge NIAB -12.2C, Swanage 30.2 mm, Rostherne 7.1 h.) 

Low pressure close to S England on the 23rd pushed snow N'wards from cent S England into Wales and 
the Midlands during the day, before it tended to die out, and snowfalls also affected E areas of the UK in 
a E'ly surface flow. S Ireland had some spells of rain and drizzle at times. There was a widespread early 
air frost with an ice day in some Cent parts of England and E Wales; E parts of England and Scotland 
also had a cold day. Heavy snow moving into west and mid-Wales, brought a spate of road crashes in 
hazardous driving conditions. Three people were taken to hospital after a minibus crash and more than 
475 schools closed in Wales. In the Cardiff area some 10 cm of snow fell overnight. In Somerset, gritter 
crews had their work cut out after almost 15 cm of snow fell in 24 hours. In Scotland, drivers were warned 
about ice and snow on the roads in Grampian, Tayside and the Borders after several days of heavy 
snow. About 70 schools were closed, more than 50 in Aberdeenshire. (Isles of Scilly 7.7C, Aviemore -
2.4C maximum, Aviemore -9.5C minimum, Exeter Airport 16.0 mm, Kinloss 5.1 h.) 

Air frost was again widespread on the 24th and overnight snow affected Scotland, E England and parts 
of the Midlands in particular. Mist and fog across Ireland gave way to some rain from the SW as a warm 
sector spread across the country. Rain and snow fell in places across England and Wales as a SW'ly flow 
developed around high pressure over N France. As a result snowfall across Scotland, E England and 
East Anglia largely died out by midnight; Wales and SW England had some sunny spells. (Sherkin island 
8.6C, Libanus -0.8C maximum, Fyvie Castle -8.3C minimum, Liscombe 9.6 mm, St Athan 6.1 h.) 

There was little snowfall overnight into the 25th but widespread overnight rain over Ireland was starting to 
edge into Wales by dawn. W and N Scotland also had some overnight rain that turned wintry in some 
places. Across E Scotland and much of England and Wales there was a widespread air frost. As the rain 
in the W moved E it turned increasingly to snow, especially across Scotland and N England. By 1200 
GMT snow depths included 23 cm at Aboyne, 15 cm at Eskdalemuir, 22 cm at Redesdale, 25 cm at Little 
Rissington and 11 cm at Liscombe. Sleet and snow fell in parts of S England but by the end of the 
evening temperatures had risen and rainfall was the precipitation across much of Wales, the Midlands 
and SW England - with the snow falling mainly across N England and S Scotland. Only parts of E Kent 
saw much sunshine. (Valentia 11.0C, Fylingdales -1.7C maximum, Cavendish -10.8C minimum, 
Murlough 45.4 mm, Manston 1.4 h.) 

The snow had largely stopped by dawn on the 26th in E England and SE Scotland; snow depths at 0900 
GMT included 25 cm at Spadeadam, 25 cm at Albermarle, 32 cm at Redesdale, 20cm at Bingley and 10 
cm at Andrewsfield. E England had a touch of air frost ahead of the rain and snow - which was heavy 
over parts of Wales overnight. S England was largely dry during the day and across Ireland daytime 
temperatures reached 10-11C in the S. It was, however, rather cloudy and dull across Ireland while 
elsewhere there were sunny spells once the snow had cleared. Rain did affect W areas of the British 
Isles later in the day. A family was forced to leave their home in South Yorkshire after a part of it 
collapsed under the weight of the snow, the fire service has said. Firefighters were called to the house on 
Wood Street, Barnsley, at 0400 GMT on and found the gable end of the building had fallen down. Heavy 
snowfall left motorists stranded for hours in their cars on motorways in the north of England. The 
Highways Agency closed the M6 in both directions between junctions 25 and 27, near Wigan, for a time. 
Up to 15 cm of snow has fallen across northern England since Friday. Elsewhere, flights were suspended 
at Leeds Bradford Airport as a fresh blanket of snow covered most of the Yorkshire region. (Shannon 
Airport 11.7C, Fylingdales 2.0C maximum, Topcliffe -6.3C minimum, Lake Vyrnwy 38.0 mm, Dyce 5.6 h.) 

Overnight rain was widespread across the British Isles with some heavy falls over the hills, accompanied 
by strong to gale force winds in N areas as a deep area of low pressure over the Atlantic on the 27th took 
control of the UK weather. The rain cleared to the E and temperatures rose - although Cent and N 
Scotland had some snow later in the day. In between the spells of rain there were sunny periods across 
much of England and Wales although Ireland and Scotland remained somewhat duller. Towards the end 
of the day more than 80 flood warnings and nearly 300 alerts are in place across Britain as thawing snow 
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and heavy rain pushed river levels higher. In North Yorkshire a canoeist died after he was pulled from the 
swollen Arkle Beck, near Reeth. A baby boy was rescued by fishermen and a marina dock master in 
Somerset after his pushchair was blown into the water by a gust of wind. Eleven people were injured after 
a four-car crash on the M4 in south Wales shortly after a hailstorm. In Shropshire, fire crews were 
pumping water out of homes in Market Drayton and near Whitchurch. (Langdon Bay 10.8C, Killylane 
2.7C maximum, Loch Glascarnoch 1.1C minimum, Tyndrum 39.6 mm, Camborne 6.2 h.) 

There was some snow in Cent Scotland overnight into the 28th with Eskdalemuir reporting falls later. 
During the morning spells of rain and showers affected most areas while across Ireland an area of frontal 
rain pushed E'wards during the morning. This crossed Britain during the afternoon and evening, with 
heavy falls in places. The extreme E of England and Scotland had a little sunshine ahead of this rain, 
while some sunshine followed the rain in Ireland. (Valentia 11.8C, Braemar 4.4C maximum, Winterbourne 
No.2 -0.7C minimum, Tyndrum 41.6 mm, Manston 3.8 h.) 

A mild but brisk SW-W'ly flow on the 29th meant no snowfall at low levels, nor an air frost. S England and 
Scotland were the main rain areas overnight with all but E England and the Midlands having some falls 
during the day. There were some heavy falls across Wales at times - but almost no sunshine due to 
extensive frontal cloud cover. (Hawarden 14.5C, Dalwhinnie 6.5C maximum, Baltasound 1.2C minimum, 
Capel Curig 57.6 mm, Lerwick 1.3 h.) 

The 30th followed a mild night - minimum temperatures overnight were around 7-9C across most of 
England and Wales. Most places had some overnight rain as a cold front cleared towards the SE, while s 
deepening low brought rainfall to W areas later in the day; the low was centred at 981 mb just W of 
Belmullet at 2400 GMT. In betwee the two rain areas most places had some sunny spells - except in N 
Scotland where it remained wet due to a deep low centre that pushed towards Shetland during the day. 
(Langdon Bay 12.3C, Carterhouse 4.4C maximum, Banagher Caugh Hill 1.5C minimum, Cassley 61.8 
mm, Camborne 7.9 h.) 

The 31st brought blustery showers to many areas - although there was a cold start to the day in N and 
NE Scotland. SE England and East Anglia remained largely dry overnight - while during the day there 
were some heavy falls of rain in Cent Scotland with showers elsewhere. The showers turned thundery in 
parts of SW Ireland during the morning. (St Helier 11.9C, Loch Glascarnoch 3.3C maximum, Altnaharra -
1.9C maximum, Eskdalemuir 23.4 mm.)

Reproduced with the permission of Roger Brugge, Department of Meteorology, University of Reading.
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Notable Weather Events recorded across Northamptonshire 

14 January

The first significant snowfall of the 2012-2013 winter season arrives in the county in the early hours of the 
morning. 3.0cm of lying snow is recorded at Pitsford at 0900hrs. Snow flurries continue through the 
morning, becoming heavier for a time during the early afternoon. Little disruption is recorded across the 
county and the snow struggles to settle in the towns. The snow clears the county during the late 
afternoon to leave some hazy sunshine.

18 January

Transport chaos across the county as businesses and schools close and people head home from work 
during the early afternoon as snow starts to fall heavily across the county. All major routes into and out of 
Northampton suffer long delays due to the volume of traffic. The condition of the roads is worsened by 
drifting snow in a biting wind. Bus services out of Northampton are cancelled at 5.00pm and public 
transport in the town stops shortly afterwards. There are long delays on trains between Northampton and 
Rugby due to signal failure.

19 January

Further light snow falls across the county in the early hours resulting in 10cm of accumulated snowfall at 
Pitsford at 0900GMT. Snow lies even deeper in drifts in exposed fields. 

20 & 21 January

Further snow falls across the county, light at first during the morning but turning moderate later and 
continuing all day. 15cm of lying snow is recorded at Pitsford at 0900GMT on the 21st. Icy conditions 
prompt the closure of 290 schools across Northamptonshire and the morning rush hour is unusually quiet 
as many stay at home.

Pitsford Hall in the snow. 
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Reports from Stations across   Northamptonshire  
Reports received from weather stations affiliated to Pitsford Hall weather 
station from across the county. These sites comprise a variety of manned as 
well as automated weather stations. The current network includes Brixworth, 
Desborough, Thrapston, Raunds, Wilby, Byfield and Towcester. 

Individuals running their own weather stations and who would like to 
contribute to this report should contact us directly via phone or email.

From K Bulcock, Desborough:

COL registered climatological site. Altitude 127m AMSL.

Total rain: 58.9mm (100% of average)
Max 24 hour rainfall: 9.9mm
Total number of raindays: 16

Highest maximum temperature: 13.3C on 29th
Lowest maximum temperature: 0.0C on 16th
Highest minimum temperature: 8.9C on 4th
Lowest minimum temperature: -6.7C on 16th
Mean maximum temperature: 6.3C
Mean minimum temperature: 1.5C
Overall mean temperature: 3.9C

Difference from the average: 0.0 C

Days with falling snow: 4
Days with lying snow: 13
Days with thunder: 0
Days with fog: 5
Days with hail: 0
Days with air frosts: 14

Comments: Average temperatures and rain. Very low sunshine. 19 dull and 5 very sunny.

From C R Bristow, Byfield:

COL registered climatological site. Altitude 159m AMSL.

Total rain: 53.8mm (92% of average)
Max 24 hour rainfall: 8.8mm on 26th
Total number of raindays: 19

Highest maximum temperature: 12.9C on 29th
Lowest maximum temperature:  -2.5C on 16th
Highest minimum temperature: 7.2C on 30th
Lowest minimum temperature: -6.0C on 16th
Mean maximum temperature: 5.0C
Mean minimum temperature: 0.9C
Overall mean temperature: 3.1C

Lowest grass minimum: -8.5C on 16th

Days with falling snow: 12
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Days with lying snow: 115
Days with thunder: 0
Days with fog: 2
Days with hail: 0
Days with ground frosts: 23
Days with air frosts: 15

From M Raymer, Thrapston:

TEMPERATURE (°C), RAIN (mm), WIND SPEED (mph)

                                            
    TEMP  TEMP          TEMP                    WIND WIND           DOM
DAY MEAN   MAX   TIME    MIN    TIME      RAIN  AVG  HIGH   TIME    DIR
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
 1   5.1   7.6   14:10   2.4    8:40      0.0   4.5  22.0   13:10     W
 2   6.3   9.8   00:00   2.4    5:00      3.0   4.1  17.0   13:50     W
 3   9.3  11.3   14:20   8.3   22:50      0.3   4.9  19.0    0:50   WSW
 4   8.8  11.0   12:30   6.8   19:00      0.0   3.5  18.0   12:00     W
 5   8.2  11.8   12:50   5.3   22:50      0.0   3.4  19.0   13:30    SW
 6   6.9   8.8   14:20   4.3    6:10      0.3   2.8  13.0   16:40   SSW
 7   7.8   9.1   13:30   6.7   00:00      0.0   6.2  21.0   13:20     S
 8   9.0  10.4   13:40   6.5    0:30      1.5   5.2  20.0   14:00   SSW
 9   5.2   9.6    0:10   0.2   21:50      3.3   1.0  12.0    2:00   NNW
10   0.9   2.0   11:30  -0.1    5:10      0.3   1.2  10.0    6:20     W
11   2.2   4.1   12:00   0.5    4:40      0.0   1.3  10.0   21:20    SE
12   1.1   3.8   15:00  -0.8    5:00      0.0   4.6  14.0   10:20    NE
13   0.2   4.0   12:50  -1.6    4:40      0.3   2.0  11.0   13:20     N
14  -0.1   1.0   19:10  -1.1    7:40      0.8   3.0  17.0    9:10     S
15  -0.6   2.2   14:40  -4.8   23:10      3.3   3.3  24.0    0:30   NNW
16  -3.8  -2.2   12:00  -6.5    2:30      0.0   0.4   7.0    5:40   ESE
17  -3.3  -0.5   13:40  -7.8    5:20      0.0   2.1  13.0   00:00   ESE
18  -1.8  -1.2    0:10  -2.9   15:30      0.0   7.5  26.0    8:10   ESE
19  -0.8  -0.3   13:40  -1.3    1:10      0.0   5.5  17.0    7:10   NNE
20  -0.8  -0.3   12:10  -1.6    3:10      0.3   5.2  18.0    6:30   NNE
21  -1.2  -0.2   13:10  -2.4    6:10      0.0   1.3   8.0   20:00    SE
22  -2.2   0.4   22:50  -6.5    8:30      0.0   2.9  14.0   23:30   NNE
23  -0.1   0.5   12:10  -0.5    7:20      0.3   3.5  14.0    0:30    NE
24   0.1   1.6   13:30  -0.9   23:00      0.0   1.1  11.0    1:00   NNE
25  -1.1   0.9   12:40  -5.4    5:50      0.0   6.1  24.0   11:40   SSE
26   3.1   6.3   23:10  -0.2    7:50     10.7   6.3  29.0   00:00     S
27   6.8   9.6   12:40   2.8   23:20      3.0  11.6  35.0    1:00   SSW
28   5.2   9.4   23:50   1.6    7:00      2.8  12.1  50.0   16:10   SSW
29  10.7  13.5   16:30   7.7    7:30      1.3  11.4  36.0   16:50   SSW
30   8.7  11.8   13:00   5.8   23:20      6.1  10.0  37.0   17:50     W
31   7.4  10.2   13:20   5.7    0:20      4.1  10.5  36.0    7:30    SW
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
     3.1  13.5    29    -7.8    17       41.4   4.8  50.0    28     SSW 

 
Mean Maximum Temp:       5.3°C
Mean Minimum Temp:       0.7°C
Mean Temp:       3.1°C
High Barometer: 1035.6mb on  4th
Low Barometer:   986.8mb on 27th
Mean Barometer: 1011.1mb
Rainfall:    41.4mm
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From J Buck, Towcester:

Total rainfall:         56.9mm
No.of rain days:     17     
No.of wet days:       8       
Most rain in a day: 10.6mm on 26th
 
Highest maximum temperature:  13.6C on 29th
Lowest maximum temperature:   -2.0C on 16th
Highest minimum temperature:    7.8C on 29th
Lowest minimum tempe  rature:    -9.0C on 22nd
Mean maximum temperature:      5.6C
Mean minimum temperature:       0.6C
Mean temperature:                     3.1C
      
 
Duration of bright sunshine:  55.02 hours  
Highest day total:   7.40 hours on 9th               
No.of sunless days:  15                  
                                                                                            
Days with air frost:   17
Days with fog at 0900hrs: 4
Days with hail: 0
Days with sleet or snow falling: 11
Days with snow lying at 0900hrs: 13
Days with thunder: 0
  
No.of days when wind direction:
N          1  
NE        6       
E          4
SE        1         
S          5            
SW       7  
W         4     
NW       1  
calm      2
            
Strongest gust: 45mph on 31st
 
Comments:  The snowiest January in the 32 year record with 13 mornings laying - previous most was 10 
in 1987 and 2010. Only December 2010,and the Februaries of  1986 and 2009 have recorded more.            
Level depth of 17cm on 21st,the deepest in the record. All 17 air frosts occurred on consecutive 
days,from 9th to 25th. No sunshine on 10 days running,from 16th to 25th.     
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From Brixworth Automatic Weather Station: 

Max (C) Min (C) Mean (C) Low (mb) High (mb) Mean (mb) Rain (mm) Mean (mph) Max (mph) Wind Dir (°)Sun (hrs)
1st 8 3.6 5.8 982.0 1000.0 991 0.0 5.2 25 255 6.7
2nd 11.2 3.6 7.4 1001.0 1011.0 1006 0.1 3.7 23 243 0.0
3rd 13.2 8.8 11 1011.0 1022.0 1017 0.2 4.0 23 236 0.6
4th 10 8.4 9.2 1021.0 1023.0 1022 0.0 4.9 22 246 4.5
5th 11.2 6.8 9 1018.0 1021.0 1020 0.0 2.0 21 237 0.5
6th 9.6 6.4 8 1013.0 1019.0 1016 0.0 1.6 14 226 0.0
7th 9.6 7.6 8.6 1008.0 1013.0 1011 0.0 2.9 20 211 0.0
8th 10.8 7.6 9.2 1007.0 1009.0 1008 0.6 2.0 16 227 0.0
9th 9.6 1.6 5.6 1006.0 1008.0 1007 0.0 1.8 13 327 7.4
10th 2 0.4 1.2 1006.0 1006.0 1006 0.0 2.3 2 326 0.0
11th 4.8 -0.4 2.2 1006.0 1006.0 1006 0.0 2.3 2 326 0.3
12th 4.4 0 2.2 1000.0 1006.0 1003 0.0 2.3 13 318 0.0
13th 2.4 -0.8 0.8 1001.0 1006.0 1004 0.0 1.6 10 245 5.4
14th 2.4 -0.8 0.8 987.0 1003.0 995 0.0 3.8 22 242 0.6
15th 2 -3.6 -0.8 987.0 995.0 991 0.3 3.3 28 281 2.8
16th -2 -6.4 -4.2 993.0 1001.0 997 0.0 0.1 7 122 0.0
17th 0 -4.4 -2.2 995.0 1002.0 999 0.0 0.8 12 116 0.0
18th 0 -2.4 -1.2 980.0 995.0 988 0.0 6.8 28 105 0.0
19th 0.4 -1.2 -0.4 979.0 983.0 981 0.0 4.2 17 65 0.0
20th 0.4 -1.2 -0.4 974.0 982.0 978 0.0 3.0 18 60 0.0
21st 0.4 -1.2 -0.4 972.0 981.0 977 0.0 1.2 10 169 0.0
22nd 0.8 -4.8 -2 980.0 991.0 986 0.0 2.3 16 92 0.1
23rd 0.8 -0.4 0.2 990.0 994.0 992 0.0 3.1 16 75 0.0
24th 2 -0.4 0.8 994.0 1004.0 999 0.4 0.6 10 77 0.0
25th 2 -3.6 -0.8 982.0 1004.0 993 1.2 7.1 29 162 0.0
26th 7.2 1.2 4.2 980.0 992.0 986 5.9 5.0 31 213 3.9
27th 10 3.6 6.8 970.0 983.0 977 1.3 9.4 40 212 5.5
28th 10.4 1.2 5.8 978.0 991.0 985 2.5 7.5 46 215 0.9
29th 14 8.4 11.2 980.0 985.0 983 2.1 6.9 36 219 0.0
30th 12 6.4 9.2 980.0 998.0 989 4.2 8.9 43 240 5.4
31st 9.6 6.4 8 989.0 998.0 994 4.9 8.4 44 231 4.6

Note: Rainfall was not being recorded reliably until the rain sensor was serviced later in the 
month. 

Temperatures    
Highest max 14 C on 29th
Lowest max -2 C on 16th
Lowest min -6.4 C on 16th
Highest min 8.8 C on 3rd
Mean 3.7 C  
    
Rainfall     
Max Rain 5.9 mm on 26th
Total Rain Not available
    
Sunshine    
Max 7.4 hrs on  9th
Total 49.1 hrs  
    
Pressure (station level)    
Max Press. 1023 mb on 4th
Min Press 970 mb on 27th
Mean Press 997 mb  
    
Winds    
Max mean (24hrs) 9.4 mph on 27th
Average 3.8 mph  
Max gust 46 mph on 28th
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Special Report – Temperature Trends in Northampton since 2002

In 2011, the weather station undertook a study of the long term temperature record for Northampton and 
concluded that between 1931 and 2010, temperatures on average in the town had increased by 0.1C. In 
addition, the report demonstrated temperatures generally went through a cyclic pattern of warmer 
decades and colder decades and that there was a close correspondence between this rhythm and that of 
solar activity as revealed in sun spot cycles. 

More recently, the weather station has been approached by various companies concerned that during the 
past decade, temperatures have started to fall. This stems from anxieties regarding cooler and wetter 
summers and significantly colder winters. The 2011 report suggested that this modern cooling trend 
began in 2007 with 2010 being the coldest year recorded since 1965. Here we examine this trend in a 
more detail, paying particular attention to seasonal temperature changes between 2002 and 2012.

Fig.1 shows the mean annual temperatures recorded at Pitsford Hall since 1980, together with the 5 year 
moving average. It is clear that the cooling trend since 2007 is being maintained. Although 2011 was a 
milder year with an averaged temperature of 11.1C, it was still cooler than some of the very warm years 
recorded in the 1980s and 1990s (11.6C in 1983, 11.3C in 1990 and 11.5C in 1994). After 2010, 2012 
was the coolest year since 1991. 

When the seasonal trends in temperature are analysed it is clear that this cooling trend is largely the 
product of cooler summers, although there is a tendency for winters to become colder as well. Fig. 2 
contrasts the trends in average temperatures for June, July and August. August temperatures have fallen 
most significantly, followed by those of June. For winter, fig.3. reveals that decreases in temperature are 
observable in all three months, but the most notable is in December. However, it is apparent that there is 
much more variability in the winter data compared with that of the summer.  Spring temperatures have 
remained generally unaltered, although Autumn temperatures have seen a slight decrease, although the 
monthly distribution of temperatures is more complicated with an increase in October temperatures 
checked by a decrease in those of September and November (fig.4).
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Fig.2. Mean summer temperatures 

Fig.3. Mean winter temperatures 

Fig.4. Mean autumn temperatures 
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When the August data is examined more carefully (fig.5), it is clear that there has been a very significant 
reduction in the daytime maximum temperature. Since 2005, the maximum temperature in August has 
failed to reach above 30C. A similar pattern can also be seen the data for June and July, but to a lesser 
extent (figs. 6 & 7). Night-time minimum temperature also appear to be lower, but the decrease is not as 
significant as that seen in daytime maxima. 

Fig.5. Maximum and minimum temperatures for August.

Fig.6. Maximum and minimum temperatures for June.
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Fig.7. Maximum and minimum temperatures for July.

A Possible Explanation?

The precise cause for the cooling trend of the past decade is difficult to identify. However, it is important 
to note that the current trend still lies within the natural variability seen over the longer term climatic 
record which is one of global warming and that it is unwise to cast doubt on the link between carbon 
emissions and the temperature rise. Some considerable research has been undertaken examining the 
impact of the North Atlantic Oscillation. The NAO describes a natural variability that exists in the strength 
of the pressure gradient between the Icelandic low pressure zone and the Azores high pressure zone 
(fig.7). When this pressure gradient is steep - a positive NAO - the strength of the westerlies is increased 
bringing greater propensity for mild and wet winters. During times of a negative NAO -  a weak pressure 
gradient - the westerly airflow is weakened allowing conditions across the UK to become dominated in 
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winter by cooler polar air. The link between global warming and the NAO is unclear, but there is some 
suggestion that the background warming trend may be resulting in increased variability with the NAO 
swinging from extremely positive to extremely negative. Moreover, if the pattern since 2002 is examined 
closely (fig.8), it is apparent that a negative NAO is becoming the norm, and it is this that may be 
accounting for the current cooling trend.   

Fig. 8. Trends of the NAO since 1950. The increasing negativity of the NAO since 2002 is clearly shown.

This article can be read online via the station’s web site, www.northantsweather.org.uk where larger 
versions of the graphs can be viewed. 

Station Notes

The weather station was frequently in the media 
during January following the snow events. Mike 
Lewis gave interviews on BBC Radio 
Northampton and Heart FM and contributed to 
articles appearing online and in print in the 
Northampton Chronicle and Echo. 
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Appendix 1: Weather Station Inventory

Rooftop Weather Enclosure and Office

Large Pattern Stevenson screen with
Sheathed pattern maximum and 
minimum thermometers
Sheathed pattern wet and dry bulb 
ordinary thermometers
Thermograph 
Hygrograph

Small Pattern Stevenson screen with duplicate 
sheathed maximum, minimum, wet and 
dry bulb thermometers

Campbell-Stokes sunshine recorder (UK Met 
Office MK2)

Instromet Ltd Electronic sunshine recorder 

Standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge with 
additional check gauge (same pattern)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (UK Met Office 
MK1 – daily clock)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (Casella pattern – 
weekly clock)

Tipping bucket raingauge (Casella pattern – 
bucket tips at 0.2mm)

Wind Vane

Totalising cup-counter anemometer 

Generator-type anemometer and wind vane 
(Metcheck)

Fortin-pattern mercurial barometer

Precision Aneroid Barometer 

Open-scale micro-barograph 

Hook gauge evaporation pan

Piché evaporimeter

Grass patch

Concrete slab & minimum thermometer

Boltek LD-250 Lightning Detector

Inspeed WW25 gale monitoring anemometer

Online Automatic Weather Station

Instromet Ltd Climatica Executive system 
comprising:

Wet and dry bulb temperature sensors
Rainfall sensor
Wind speed and direction sensor
Electronic sunshine recorder
Datalogging unit with barometric 
pressure sensor

The sensors also deliver weather data to a large 
analogue instrument panel housed within the 
station office.

Web cam - Creative Live Cam Optia Pro

Networked PC running Met4Net  version 1.7. 
Update frequency 15 minutes via Broadband or 
hourly by back-up dial-up connection.  

Archive

The station holds weather records for 
Northamptonshire dating from 1880. Access to 
these records is restricted, although requests for 
data can be made in writing to the station 
manager at Pitsford.

Web site

The main URL for the station’s web site is 
www.northantsweather.org.uk

The site has pages containing local forecast 
information, recently collected weather data 
(including real-time data gathered from the 
online automatic weather station), archived data 
from 1998 to the present, as well as links to 
many useful sources of weather information.
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Appendix 2: Code Descriptions used in the Register of 
Climatological Observations

Visibility codes

X Dense Fog <20m
E Dense Fog 20m
0 Thick Fog up to 40m
1 Thick Fog up to 100m
2 Fog up to 200m
3 Moderate Fog up to 400m
4 Very poor visibility up to 1000m
5 Poor visibility up to 2km
6 Moderate visibility up to 7km
7 Good visibility up to 20km
8 Very good visibility up to 30km
9 Excellent visibility 40km

State of the Concrete Slab 

0 Dry 
1 Moist 
2 Wet 
3 Icy 

State of the Grass
0 Dry with no deposits
1 Wet with dew only
2 Wet from fog (some dew present)
3 Wet from falling rain or drizzle
4 Wet from the melting of frozen 
deposits listed as codes 5-9, or from sleet
5 Ice resulting from the freezing of 1-3 or the 
refreezing of 4
6 Ice of glaze resulting from freezing of rain or 
drizzle on cold surface or ice from hail
7 Hoar frost - direct deposition of crystals from air
8 Rime - direct deposition of crystals from supercooled 
freezing fog or falling ice prisms or fall ice crystals
9 Snow 

Present Weather

00 -- clear skies
01 -- clouds dissolving
02 -- state of sky unchanged
03 -- clouds developing
Haze, smoke, dust or sand
04 -- visibility reduced by smoke
05 -- haze
06 -- widespread dust in suspension not raised by wind
07 -- dust or sand raised by wind
08 -- well developed dust or sand whirls
09 -- dust or sand storm within sight but not at station
Non-precipitation events
10 -- mist
11 -- patches of shallow fog
12 -- continuous shallow fog
13 -- lightning visible, no thunder heard
14 -- precipitation within sight but not hitting ground
15 -- distant precipitation but not falling at station
16 -- nearby precipitation but not falling at station
17 -- thunderstorm but no precipitation falling at station
18 -- squalls within sight but no precipitation falling at station
19 -- funnel clouds within sight
Precipitation within past hour but not at observation time
20 -- drizzle
21 -- rain
22 -- snow

23 -- rain and snow
24 -- freezing rain
25 -- rain showers
26 -- snow showers
27 -- hail showers
28 -- fog
29 -- thunderstorms
Duststorm, sandstorm, drifting or blowing snow
30 -- slight to moderate duststorm, decreasing in intensity
31 -- slight to moderate duststorm, no change
32 -- slight to moderate duststorm, increasing in intensity
33 -- severe duststorm, decreasing in intensity
34 -- severe duststorm, no change
35 -- severe duststorm, increasing in intensity
36 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, below eye level
37 -- heavy drifting snow, below eye level
38 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, above eye level
39 -- heavy drifting snow, above eye level
Fog or ice fog
40 -- Fog at a distance
41 -- patches of fog
42 -- fog, sky visible, thinning
43 -- fog, sky not visible, thinning
44 -- fog, sky visible, no change
45 -- fog, sky not visible, no change
46 -- fog, sky visible, becoming thicker
47 -- fog, sky not visible, becoming thicker
48 -- fog, depositing rime, sky visible
49 -- fog, depositing rime, sky not visible
Drizzle
50 -- intermittent light drizzle
51 -- continuous light drizzle
52 -- intermittent moderate drizzle
53 -- continuous moderate drizzle
54 -- intermittent heavy drizzle
55 -- continuous heavy drizzle
56 -- light freezing drizzle
57 -- moderate to heavy freezing drizzle
58 -- light drizzle and rain
59 -- moderate to heavy drizzle and rain
Rain
60 -- intermittent light rain
61 -- continuous light rain
62 -- intermittent moderate rain
63 -- continuous moderate rain
64 -- intermittent heavy rain
65 -- continuous heavy rain
66 -- light freezing rain
67 -- moderate to heavy freezing rain
68 -- light rain and snow
69 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow
Snow
70 -- intermittent light snow
71 -- continuous light snow
72 -- intermittent moderate snow
73 -- continuous moderate snow
74 -- intermittent heavy snow
75 -- continuous heavy snow
76 -- diamond dust
77 -- snow grains
78 -- snow crystals
79 -- ice pellets
Showers
80 -- light rain showers
81 -- moderate to heavy rain showers
82 -- violent rain showers
83 -- light rain and snow showers
84 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow showers
85 -- light snow showers
86 -- moderate to heavy snow showers
87 -- light snow/ice pellet showers
88 -- moderate to heavy snow/ice pellet showers
89 -- light hail showers
90 -- moderate to heavy hail showers



Pitsford Hall Weather Station – Monthly Weather Report – January 2013 

Thunderstorms
91 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light rain
92 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only moderate to 
heavy rain
93 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light snow or 
rain/snow mix

94 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only moderate to 
heavy snow or rain/snow mix
95 -- light to moderate thunderstorm
96 -- light to moderate thunderstorm with hail
97 -- heavy thunderstorm
98 -- heavy thunderstorm with duststorm
99 -- heavy thunderstorm with hail 

Appendix 3: 

1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford Hall

 
Mean Max 

(C)
Mean Min 

(C)
Mean 

(C)
Rain 
(mm)

Sunshine 
(hrs)

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49
February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5
March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2
April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3
May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7
June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1
July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7
August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2
September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3
October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1
November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4
December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4
Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9
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This Month’s Weather Image

Winter wonderland at Pitsford Hall with 15cm of lying snow.. 21st January 2013

Printed on behalf of Pitsford Hall weather station by Pitsford School, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton 
NN6 9AX.

Individual copies are available for purchase for £1.50. A year’s subscription (if applicable) costs £15. Back 
issues from January 1999 are available on request from the weather station.

This publication is distributed free to all libraries across Northamptonshire.
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