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Review of the Month 
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Mean Temperature and Rainfall
March 2013

Pitsford Hall weather station

The coldest March on record in Northampton – dominated by a raw east or north-easterly airflow.

High pressure remained in control during the first four days, with a rather cold easterly flow. There were 
some spells of sunshine at times, but generally it was cloudy and rather cold with some overnight frosts. 
As the anticyclone slipped away to the Balkans, a warm airflow from the Mediterranean developed, and 
the 4th and 5th were reasonably warm and sunny days despite quite a chilly start. By the 6th , however, 
the warmth had started to slip away south-eastwards. Over the next four days a cyclonic/easterly type 
held sway and the county remained dull with fog and rain at times, and temperatures eased back a little 
each day.

Between the 10th and the 13th a strong easterly flow backed northerly and relaxed. Snow fell across the 
county, although little if any settled on the ground in contrast to  southeast England where it caused 
disruption to traffic overnight on the 11th into the 12th. Temperatures struggled at just 1.2C on the 11th 
and overnight lows fell to -3.1C on the 12th and -3.7C on the 14th. In between the snow showers there 
were some decent sunny spells. Between the 15th and 20th a complex depression became slow-moving 
over the UK and the weather remained cold and mainly cloudy with outbreaks of rain and snow; the snow 
on the 17th becoming heavy for a time. 
 
A series of deep depressions approached southwest Ireland between the 20th and 24th bringing heavy 
rain and some flooding to southwest England, but heavy snow to the county. However, it wasn’t until the 
22nd that the snow started to result in significant accumulations. 12.0cm was reported at Pitsford at 
0900hrs on the 23rd and with further snowfall during the day, 14.0cm was recorded at the same time on 
the 24th. It was bitterly cold by day. At Pitsford, temperatures never got above 0.4C on the 24th.

It remained very cold with a biting east to northeast wind throughout the last week of March with daytime 
temperatures typically reaching 2 or 3C. There were some spells of sunshine, notably on the 28th 
resulting in a slow thaw, but generally it remained cloudy across the county with occasional snow flurries. 

This was the coldest March on record for Northampton, breaking the previous record set in 1962. 
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Climatological Statistics
The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for March 2013. Climatological observations 
are made at 0900hrs daily. Averages refer to the period 1981-2010. 

Air Temperatures    
The Highest Maximum: 10.0 C on 4th
The Lowest Maximum: 0.4 C on 24th
The Highest Minimum: 5.0 C on 8th
The Lowest Minimum: -3.7 C on 14th
The Mean Maximum: 5.3 C  
The Mean Minimum: -0.3 C  
The Overall Mean: 2.5 C  
Difference from the Monthly Mean: -4.9 C  
    
Solar Radiation    
Maximum (at 0900): 449.0 W/m^2 on 30th
Mean (at 0900): 140.8 W/m^2  
    
Relative Humidity:    
Highest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 100.0 % on 15th & 18th
Lowest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 58.0 % on 13th
Mean Relative Humidity (at 0900): 87.9 %  
    
Dew Point:    
The Highest Dew Point (0900): 6.7 C on 8th
The Lowest Dew Point (at 0900): -5.3 C on 26th
The Mean Dew Point (at 0900): -0.3 C  
    
Rainfall:    
Total: 68.0 mm  
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 149.1 %  
Duration: 91.4 hrs  
Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 15.2 mm on 22nd
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 14   
Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 10   
    
Sunshine:    
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 65.1 hrs  
Sunniest day: 6.8 hrs on 14th
No. of days without sunshine: 11   
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 65 %  
Cloud cover (mean at 0900): 6.7 oktas 83.8 %
    
Pressure (reduced to sea level):    
The Highest Pressure (at 0900): 1030.4 mb on 1st
The Lowest Pressure (at 0900): 991.3 mb on 18th
Mean Pressure (at 0900): 1009.9 mb  
    
Winds    
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 117.7 miles  
Mean daily wind speed: 6.4 mph  
Run of wind (cumulative): 3647.4 miles  
Highest Maximum Gust: 47 mph on 11th
No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0   
Highest wind strength (at 0900): 30.0 mph on 11th
Mean wind strength (at 0900): 9.1 mph  
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Winds from the Following Directions:    

N 3 NE 9 E 8 SE 3 S 2 SW 0 W 1 NW 2 Calm 3
    
Concrete     
Lowest Concrete Minimum: -5.9 C on 12th
Mean Concrete Minimum: -0.5 C  
    
Evaporation    
Piche 27.9 ml  
    
Days with:    
Thunder: 0   
Hail <5mm: 0   
Hail >/=5mm: 0   
Snow or snow & rain: 13   
Snow lying: 10   
Fog: 4   
Air Frost: 20  
Duration of Air Frost: 136 hrs 
Gales: 0   

All data © Pitsford Hall weather station.
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REGISTERS

Daily Weather Log
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Hall weather station during March 2013. 

  Remarks Max   Min   Rain   

1st Showers overnight, but dry during the daytime. Largely cloudy with just a 
brief spell of afternoon sunshine. 6.2 C 2.5 C tr mm 

2nd Overcast initially, but spells of sunshine breaking through for the afternoon. 
Dry with a negligible breeze. 6.5 C 2.1 C _   

3rd Overcast and misty initially, but clearing to spells of sunshine. 9.4 C -2.0 C _   

4th Cold start. Cloud dissolving to prolonged spells of sunshine. Relatively mild 
by mid afternoon. 10.0 C -0.4 C _   

5th Cold start. Mist and frost. Mist clearing to reveal prolonged spells of 
sunshine. Feeling mild in the afternoon sunshine. 9.7 C -1.0 C _   

6th Mist and fog clearing slowly, but remaining cloudy all day. Dry, but with 
light rain during the evening. 9.0 C 1.4 C 3.2 mm 

7th Outbreaks of rain overnight, continuing on and off throughout the day. 8.3 C 3.4 C 8.1 mm 

8th Mist and fog lasting all day, becoming thicker during the afternoon. Spells 
of light rain or drizzle. 9.0 C 5.0 C 2.2 mm 

9th Showers overnight clearing. Staying dry during the day, but cloudy. Turning 
colder towards evening and overnight. 5.0 C 3.6 C 2.0 mm 

10th Light snow continuing on and off throughout much of the day. Little or no 
accumulation. 1.5 C 0.4 C 0.7 mm 

11th Hard frost. Sunny spells, but feeling bitterly cold with a severe wind chill (-
18C) developing. Frequent snow showers during the afternoon. 1.2 C -2.6 C 0.1 mm 

12th Sunny spells and light snow showers. Continuing to feel bitterly cold. 3.0 C -3.1 C tr mm 

13th Prolonged sunny spells through the morning, turning cloudier during the 
afternoon with snow showers. 5.4 C -1.2 C 0.1 mm 

14th Hard frost, but bright with sunny spells continuing. Clouding over later with 
showers late evening. 6.6 C -3.7 C 0.6 mm 

15th Dry start. Windy at times with showers and longer spells of rain later. 
Milder. 7.1 C 1.7 C 9.0 mm 

16th Outbreaks of rain through the morning, but easing for a time during the 
afternoon with spells of sunshine. Rain returning during the evening. 8.0 C 4.4 C 9.2 mm 

17th Sleet turning to snow, heavy for a time. Occasional snow showers later. 3.3 C 1.0 C 7.5 mm 
18th Freezing fog clearing to spells of sunshine. 8.7 C -3.0 C 0.2 mm 

19th Remaining generally dry and cloudy. Brief spells of sunshine late 
afternoon. 7.1 C -1.3 C 0.1 mm 

20th Snow showers clearing. Remaining largely dry for the remainder of the 
day. Brief sunshine late afternoon. 3.4 C 1.2 C 0.2 mm 

21st Dry with spells of sunshine. Clouding over later with sleet late evening, 
continuing overnight. 6.3 C -0.7 C 4.1 mm 

22nd 
Early sleet turning to light snow for a time. Dry for a time during the 
morning, then snow showers developing becoming more prolonged and 
heavy during the evening. 

3.9 C -0.4 C 15.2 mm 

23rd 12.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Snow easing for a time during the morning, 
but returning during the afternoon. 0.6 C -0.5 C 5.4 mm 

24th 14.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Overnight snow easing and then remaining 
dry throughout the day. Slight thaw turning readily to ice after dark. 0.4 C -2.5 C 0.1 mm 

25th 
11.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Cloud dissolving to sunshine. Prolonged 
sunny spells throughout the day, but continuing to feel bitterly cold in the 
moderate mainly easterly wind. 

2.4 C -1.8 C _   

26th 7.0cm of lying snow at 0900. Remaining generally cloudy, but some brief 
spells of sunshine. Continuing cold, particularly in the moderate easterly 2.5 C -0.7 C tr mm 

6



Pitsford Hall Weather Station – Monthly Weather Report – March 2013

breeze. 

27th 
6.0cm of lying snow at 0900, but becoming very patchy. Still some 
notceable drifts next to field boundaries in the countryside. Generally 
cloudy. A few very isolated light snow showers. 

2.5 C -0.6 C tr mm 

28th Lying snow now patchy; 4.0cm at 0900. Slow thaw during the day with 
spells of sunshine. Continuing to feel very cold. 3.8 C -2.0 C _   

29th A few isolated snow patches, not measurable over grass. Spells of 
sunshine in between varying amounts of cloud. Continuing to feel cold. 4.3 C -2.6 C tr mm 

30th Snow showers to start the day, but then spells of sunshine coming through. 
Remaining cold with below average temperatures. 5.6 C -2.8 C tr mm 

31st Sunny spells throughout the day, but remaining cold. 4.8 C -3.1 C _   
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Daily Climatological Station Observations
The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record for March 2013 and is © Pitsford 
Hall weather station. Readings are taken at 0900 hrs GMT or on the hour indicated. Permission to use if for 
commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the station manager, Pitsford Hall weather station, 
Pitsford Hall, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  

Observations at Pitsford Hall 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 8 8 6 2 9 9 9
Wind
Direction nne ene sse ese e ene nw ene
Speed (knots) 7 2 2 6 4 6 5 5
Weather 50 2 10 1 1 45 45 45
Visibility 6 7 6 7 5 4 4 3
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 4.9 3 0 2.8 1.4 3.4 5.3 6.9
Wet Bulb 4.3 1.6 -0.3 1.8 1 3.3 5.1 6.8
Max 6.2 6.5 9.4 10 9.7 9 8.3 9
Min 2.5 2.1 -2 -0.4 -1 1.4 3.4 5
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 63 99 76 135 155 28 44 32
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 3 1 7 1 7 2 3 3
State of Concrete 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
Concrete Min (C) 2.2 2.4 -2.9 0.2 -1 0.9 3.9 6
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 1.3 0.9 1.2 1.6 1.3 0.6 0.1 0.5
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) tr _ _ _ _ 3.2 8.1 2.2
Duration (hrs) _ _ _ _ _ 6.6 8.6 5.4
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) _ _ _ _ _ 0.5 0.9 0.4
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 77.97 15.2 50.14 51.12 66.65 93.8 93.89 20.05
Mean (mph) 4.2 0.8 2.7 2.8 3.6 5.1 5.1 1.1
Gust (mph) 21 <15 16 17 15 18 17 15
Sunshine (hrs) 0.1 3 2 6.3 6.7 0 0 0
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.831 0.686 0.598 0.696 0.657 0.774 0.879 0.989
VP 0.79 0.592 0.578 0.629 0.63 0.767 0.865 0.982
Saturated
VP 0.867 0.758 0.611 0.747 0.676 0.78 0.891 0.995
Rel. Humidity 91.1 78.1 94.6 84.2 93.2 98.3 97.1 98.7

Dew Point (C) 3.6 -0.4 -0.8 0.4 0.4 3.2 4.9 6.7
Pressure (mb) 1030.4 1028.5 1025.1 1016.4 1005.7 1002.3 998.6 997.1
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
fog _ _ _ _ _ 1 1 1
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Quality control completed 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations – ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 6 8 6 8 1 0 8 8
Wind
Direction n ene nne nne nnw wnw ssw sse
Speed (knots) 2 3 26 6 17 2 3 13
Weather 2 73 3 26 1 2 1 63
Visibility 6 5 7 7 8 7 7 6
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 3.9 0.9 -0.9 -0.9 2.8 -1.4 4,8 5.2
Wet Bulb 3.8 0.8 -2.2 -1.3 0.1 -2 4,0 4.9
Max 5 1.5 1.2 3 5.4 6.6 7.1 8
Min 3.6 0.4 -2.6 -3.1 -1.2 -3.7 1.7 4.4
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 23 48 150 102 287 324 294 60
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 3 9 5 9 1 9 3 3
State of Concrete 1 2 0 2 0 3 1 2
Concrete Min (C) 4.1 0 -3.3 -5.9 -1 -4.3 1.6 2.1
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 0.4 fr fr 3 1.7 2.1 2.4 1.3
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) 2 0.7 0.1 tr 0.1 0.6 9 9.2
Duration (hrs) 5.6 2.6 0.1 _ 0.2 0.5 12.1 6.4
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 0.4 0.3 1 _ 0.5 1.2 0.7 1.4
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 138.97 199.39 226.03 150.42 110.59 130.13 285.97 148.89
Mean (mph) 7.5 10.8 12.2 8.1 6 7 15.5 8.1
Gust (mph) 18 38 47 33 28 21 34 28
Sunshine (hrs) 0 0 3 2.2 6.1 6.8 1.2 1.3
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.802 0.648 0.52 0.556 0.615 0.528 0.611 0.867
VP 0.795 0.641 0.433 0.529 0.433 0.488 0.611 0.847
Saturated
VP 0.808 0.652 0.572 0.572 0.747 0.551 0.611 0.885
Rel. Humidity 98.4 98.3 75.7 92.5 58 88.6 100 95.7

Dew Point (C) 3.7 0.7 -4.6 -2 -4.6 -3 0 4.6
Pressure (mb) 1002.5 1006.9 1001.4 1013.1 1011.1 1017.1 1007.5 993.7
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow _ 1 1 1 1 _ _ _
fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Quality control completed 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations - ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 17th 18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 9 8 9 6 8 8 8
Wind
Direction calm calm calm ene se ese ene ene
Speed (knots) 0 0 0 6 5 14 16 10
Weather 73 49 3 85 3 22 71 71
Visibility 6 2 5 5 7 5 5 5
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 1.4 -2 2 2 2.2 1.3 0.5 -1.6
Wet Bulb 1.3 -2 1.8 1.8 0.8 0.2 0.3 -1.8
Max 3.3 8.7 7.1 3.4 6.3 3.9 0.6 0.4
Min 1 -3 -1.3 1.2 -0.7 -0.4 -0.5 -2.5
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 44 150 77 40 153 46 99 90
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 3 7 1 3 1 9 9 9
State of Concrete 2 3 0 2 0 2 2 3
Concrete Min (C) 1 -2.3 -0.2 1.5 -1.2 0.1 0 -0.5
Evaporation
Piche (ml) fr 2.4 0.9 0.6 2 fr fr fr
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) 7.5 0.2 0.1 0.2 4.1 15.2 5.4 0.1
Duration (hrs) 7.2 0.1 _ 0.2 2.8 15 17.9 0.1
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 1 2 _ 1 1.5 1 0.3 1
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 33.73 33.65 72.74 74.02 148 232.98 165.78 177.01
Mean (mph) 1.8 1.8 3.9 4 8 12.6 9 9.6
Gust (mph) <15 16 17 18 31 39 25 29
Sunshine (hrs) 0 4.9 1.1 0 2.7 0 0 0
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.671 0.528 0.696 0.696 0.648 0.62 0.624 0.535
VP 0.664 0.528 0.683 0.683 0.554 0.546 0.611 0.522
Saturated
VP 0.676 0.528 0.706 0.706 0.716 0.671 0.634 0.543
Rel. Humidity 98.2 100 96.7 96.7 77.4 81.4 96.4 96.1

Dew Point (C) 1.1 -2 1.5 1.5 -1.3 -1.5 0 -2.1
Pressure (mb) 991.6 991.3 998.5 1005.7 1018.2 1012.1 1012.4 1015.4
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow 1 _ _ 1 _ 1 1 1
fog _ 1 _ _ _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Quality control completed 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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Daily Climatological Station Observations – ctd

Observations at Pitsford Hall 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th 31st
Time of Observations (GMT) 9 9 9 9 9 9 8
Total Cloud (oktas) 7 8 8 4 8 5 1
Wind
Direction ene ne e ene ene nne ene
Speed (knots) 16 15 15 11 9 12 6
Weather 1 2 26 2 3 26 2
Visibility 7 7 7 7 7 7 7
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 0.2 -0.1 0.7 2.4 1.3 1.9 0
Wet Bulb -0.7 -1.9 -1.2 1.2 0.4 0.4 -1.1
Max 2.4 2.5 2.5 3.8 4.3 5.6 4.8
Min -1.8 -0.7 -0.6 -2 -2.6 -2.8 -3.1
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 220 132 137 392 148 449 269
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 9 9 9 9 5 5 7
State of Concrete 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Concrete Min (C) -1.8 -0.9 -1.4 -3.2 -4 -4.1 -4.1
Evaporation
Piche (ml) fr fr fr _ 1.1 1.3 1.8
Pan (over interval, mm) > > > > > > >
Rainfall
Total (mm) _ tr tr _ tr tr _
Duration (hrs) _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Run of Wind
Miles (over 24 hrs) 189.18 158.81 118.43 96.1 93.73 72.7 121.33
Mean (mph) 10.2 8.6 6.4 5.2 5.1 3.9 6.6
Gust (mph) 33 29 24 25 22 23 20
Sunshine (hrs) 3.9 1.1 0 3.6 1.7 4.7 2.7
Humidity Statistics
Saturated
VP(Twb) 0.581 0.532 0.56 0.666 0.629 0.629 0.564
VP 0.521 0.411 0.432 0.585 0.568 0.528 0.49
Saturated
VP 0.62 0.607 0.643 0.726 0.671 0.701 0.611
Rel. Humidity 84 67.7 67.2 80.6 84.6 75.3 80.2

Dew Point (C) -2.2 -5.3 -4.7 -0.6 -1 -2 -3
Pressure (mb) 1018.1 1016.9 1014.1 1014 1013.1 1012.9 1016.7
Days with
thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _
hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _
snow _ 1 1 _ _ 1 1
fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _
gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Quality control completed 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence. 
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UK Weather Diary 

High pressure gave a mainly settled day on the 1st; Loch Glascarnoch reported MSL pressure as 1036.2 
mb at 0000 GMT. Frontal cloud was sufficient to prevent an air frost in many places and gave some light 
rain and drizzle in E and SE areas of England before dawn. Across Ireland there was widespread mist 
and fog by dawn with some mist patches in other areas. Light rain continued to affect E and some S parts 
of England during the day with most of England and Wales remaining cloudy. S Scotland had a sunny 
day - elsewhere there were some periods. (Derrylin Cornahoule 11.8C, Okehampton 3.5C maximum, 
Braemar -5.9C minimum, Manston 2.6 mm, Glasgow 9.6 h.) 

The high pressure declined in intensity on the 2nd (centre 1026 mb over W Ireland 2400 GMT). Parts of 
Ireland and E Scotland, along with N Wales and N England had an air frost before dawn. The night was 
mainly dry apart from some light rain for a while in E England, although mist and fog were widespread in 
parts of Ireland and N Wales by dawn. Light rain affected N and W Scotland during the day and into the 
evening with mist and haze across much of Cent and S England in the evening - after a sunny day in SE 
Scotland and much of N England. (Charterhall 12.9C, Okehampton 2.0C maximum, Topcliffe -7.0C 
minimum, Kinlochewe 3.4 mm, Shawbury 9.7 h.) 

As the high pressure slipped away to the E of the British Isles on the 3rd a N'ly flow became established. 
Overnight there was some light rain and drizzle in N Scotland and widespread mist, fog and haze across 
England, Wales and parts of Ireland. Cent and S England and much of Wales had an air frost by dawn. 
The mist and fog cleared by late morning in most places and there was only light rain during the day in 
parts of N Ireland and N Scotland before mist and haze returned across England into the evening. Most 
areas had a rather cloudy day with temperatures remaining below 5C on the Channel Islands and in parts 
of S England. (Drumnadrochit 11.1C, Okehampton 1.7C maximum, South Newington -6.1C minimum, 
Aultbea 2.2 mm, Aberporth 9.0 h.) 

A N'ly flow continued on the 4th which dawned with a slight air frost in parts of England and Wales and 
with widespread mist, haze and fog patches from Cent Scotland S'wards. Mist ad haze persisted 
throughout the day before spreading into Cent and N Scotland in the evening. Except in N areas it was a 
sunny day for most of England and Wales with other areas of the British Isles remaining mainly cloudy. 
(Porthmadog 12.2C, Fylingdales 2.9C maximum, Capel Curig -4.7C minimum, Baltasound 2.8 mm, St 
Helier 10.2 h.) 

The weather remained generally dry into the 5th but there were widespread areas of mist and fog, thick 
in some places, by dawn, with a widespread air frost. The mist and haze tended to linger for most of the 
day in many areas and gave some falls of drizzle in E parts of England from time to time. Later in the 
afternoon and into the evening an area of light rain moved into Cornwall, the Channel Islands and SW 
Ireland. Away from NW and Cent Scotland, and S Ireland and SW England, it was a sunny day - feeling 
warm in some places as temperatures rose above 16C - but it was cold in places close to the North Sea 
where fog lingered. (Trawscoed 17.5C, Donna Nook 2.9C maximum, Redesdale Camp -6.4C minimum, 
Baltasound 1.0 mm, Wattisham 10.0 h.) 

Overnight into the 6th rain spread into Cent Ireland and S and Cent England with areas further N being 
affected by mist and fog. Cloud conditions meant little air frost but there were some falls of snow grains in 
Yorkshire, the Midlands and East Anglia during the morning. The rain and drizzle continued to move 
further N during the day - into NE Scotland by midnight and it remained cloudy nearly everywhere. It was 
relatively mild in S England (where 13C was widely reported) compared to Scotland where 5C was more 
typical in the afternoon. (Charlwood 15.2C, Braemar 2.5C maximum, Shap -4.67C minimum, Magilligan 
4.6 mm, Manston 3.0 h.) 

Frontal systems gave widespread falls of rain across England, Wales and Ireland on the 7th - and to a 
lesser extent Scotland - as an E'ly surface flow persisted across the British Isles. There was little air frost 
overnight with minimum temperatures remaining about 8-9C across S England with 10.2C being the 
overnight minimum at Valentia. Falls of snow were reported in parts of Cumbria around dawn. The fronts 
meant a cloudy in all areas except in the Channel Islands - where temperatures reached 13C as a result. 
(St Helier 13.7C, Baltasound 4.5C maximum, Braemar 1.6C minimum, Killowen 12.4 mm, St Helier 3.8 
h.) 
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The E'ly flow with embedded frontal systems continued during the 8th. The day dawned after a mild, 
cloudy night and throughout the day there were outbreaks of rain in most areas - although Cent and N 
Scotland remained mostly dry. England and Wales had widespread mist and fog around dawn, and this 
remained all day in places keeping daytimes temperatures low where it did so. Only the Shetlands, 
Channel Islands, Cornwall and parts of W Ireland had any sunshine. (St Helier 15.4C, Braemar 1.7C 
maximum, Braemar 1.1C maximum, Killowen 30.2 mm, St Helier 5.4 h.) 

The weather on the 9th was largely a continuation of that on the previous two days. There was 
widespread mist and fog around dawn across England and Wales following a cloudy night that gave falls 
of rain in most areas - although W areas of Ireland and Scotland tended to remain mainly dry. N England, 
N Ireland and S Scotland saw the bulk of the rain during the day - although there were falls in other 
areas. Lerwick reported hail showers in the evening, while snow fell in parts of S and E Scotland, and in 
NW England in the morning, with falls in East Anglia and E England spreading to the Pennines in the 
afternoon and evening. Parts of SW Britain and S Ireland, along with the Channel Islands, had sunshine 
during the day - as did the Northern Isles; most areas remained sunless, however, and it was a cold day 
close to the North Sea. (Bude 14.4C, Fylingdales 1.1C maximum, Spadeadam 0.1C minimum, Cromer 
42.6 mm, Bude and St Helier 5.9 h.) 

Frontal systems cleared S'wards during the 10th, lying over the English Channel by 2400 GMT and 
introducing a brisk E'ly flow to all areas. MSL pressure at 2400 GMT was 1025.2 mb at Baltasound. N 
and NE Scotland had an overnight air frost, and as rain and drizzle moved S'wards during the day these 
falls were replace by snowfalls in all areas, with hail falling in parts of E and N Scotland. Rainfall was 
heaviest across S Ireland overnight and during the day with Cork Airport recording 32 mm in the 24 hours 
ending 1800 GMT. It was sunny during the day on the Northern Isles and these sunny conditions spread 
S'wards into the N Midlands by sunset. (Isles of Scilly 8.3C, Braemar -0.9C maximum, Dalwhinnie -5.6C 
minimum, Houghton Hall 12.0 mm, Tiree 9.7 h.) 

An E'ly flow continued throughout the 11th in most areas, although during the day a wintry area of low 
pressure pushed fronts across over the Channel Islands and coastal counties in SE England. Snow from 
these fronts fell most heavily over the Channel Islands with 34 mm of precipitation at Guernsey Airport in 
the 24 hours ending 1800 GMT (18 mm falling in the 12 hours from 0600 GMT) while snow showers off 
the North Sea brought measureable falls across E England and E Scotland, S Scotland and NE Ireland 
during the day. Most places had a ground frost by dawn and temperatures remained below 0C in many 
areas of England, Wales and S Scotland. In Maidenhead 1.8C was the lowest March maximum 
temperature since 1986. At Guernsey Airport the maximum temperature during the day was 0.4C. 
However, away from S England and the Channel Islands it was a sunny day. Four jack-knifed lorries and 
more than a dozen ice-related crashes caused disruption on roads in Cumbria. On the Channel Islands 
all flights were suspended because of heavy snow. On Jersey between 60 and 70 homes in the rural 
parishes were without electricity after flying debris damaged eight overhead power lines. In Scotland 
snow and ice affected many parts of the country with some drivers complaining of ungritted roads. The 
weather also led to the closure of all schools across Guernsey, after four decided not to open at all. Some 
major roads in Sussex were later closed and buses in Brighton were halted after heavy snow across the 
county. Sections of the A27 in East and West Sussex and the A29 in West Sussex were shut because of 
accidents. On the rail network, cold conditions caused signalling problems and there were delays 
between Hastings, Tunbridge Wells and Eastbourne. At Guernsey Airport 0345 GMT snow was falling 
with the temperature down to 0.4C. Moderate snow continued until midday, with north-east winds of force 
7 gusting to force 9; in the 12 hours to midday 28mm of rain equivalent was measured. Snowfalls of this 
character are very rare on Guernsey. (Stornoway 5.1C, Okehampton -2.0C maximum, Aboyne -12.9C 
minimum, Lentran 5.6 mm, Tiree 10.5 h.) 

There was a N'ly flow in all areas on the 12th. Snow showers continue to affect, S, Cent and E England 
overnight with heavier falls in the Channel Islands. There were also overnight snowfalls in E Ireland parts 
of Scotland. Few places escaped an air frost overnight while by day it was sunny in most areas, the 
Channel Islands being a notable exception. Snow and hail fell across the Northern Isles during the day 
and there was some snowfall across N and E Scotland in the evening. During the day N Scotland had 
some rain and drizzle while snow showers across England turned to rain in many places as temperatures 
rose later. Hundreds of drivers were left stranded after snow brought some roads in Sussex to a 
standstill. Tailbacks of up to 15 miles were reported overnight on the A23 between Crawley and Brighton, 
with some motorists stuck for up to eight hours. The blizzard conditions in the Bailiwick of Guernsey this 
week have been the worst for at least 16 years, the senior forecaster at Guernsey Met Office said. The 
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maximum temperature during the days at Guernsey Airport was 0.3C. Drivers are being told to travel in 
Kent only if necessary, with snow, high winds and freezing temperatures expected to continue into the 
night. Journeys through the Channel Tunnel are also severely affected due to conditions in N France. An 
air frost on Scilly is rare in mid-winter, but to get one in mid-March is exceptional. On the 12th -0.4C was 
recorded on St. Martins and -0.3C on St. Mary's. The temperature at Guernsey Airport fell to is -1.4C, 
that's the lowest in March since 1986; there was a snow depth of 16cm which was something of an 
average from 8cm in some areas to drifts of 40-50cm in others; the greatest snow depth recorded for 
March at Guernsey Airport has been 14 cm on the 7th in 1964. (Harris Quidnish and Belmullet 8.3C, 
Okehampton 0.3C maximum, Saughall -11.9C minimum, Altnaharra 2.8 mm, Morecambe 8.7 h.) 

Snowfall on the 13th was mainly confined to Scotland and to areas close to the North Sea elsewhere as 
a N'ly flow prevailed during the day. Overnight rain was mostly confined to W Scotland and NW Ireland 
with falls of snow in E and Cent Scotland. Some snow also fell in parts of E England and the Channel 
Islands. Air and ground frosts were again widespread. During the day rain showers fell at times across 
Ireland with snow in some E areas of that country - and snow showers also penetrated inland to the 
Midlands and Cent S England. Most places had some sunny spells during the day. Heavy snowfall and 
icy road led to some accidents in NE Scotland and transport problems affected some schools in the area. 
(Shannon Airport 10.3C, High Mowthorpe 2.0C maximum, Dalwhinnie -6.8C minimum, Fylingdales 12.6 
mm, Tiree 8.9 h.) 

A warm sector pushed E'wards across N Britain on the 14th as winds turned SW'ly in most areas. There 
was mist in East Anglia, SE and Cent S England by dawn with a little rain in parts of W Scotland and W 
Ireland; Cornwall also saw rain arriving before dawn and in some of these areas snow preceded the rain. 
Elsewhere, there was a widespread and, in many places, a sharp air frost. During the day rain spread 
across most of Scotland and N England, again preceded by snow across Scotland. There were also falls 
of rain across Wales and parts of Cent England by late evening. However, many Cent and S areas of 
England had a sunny day. (Sherkin Island 10.2C, Spadeadam 2.5C maximum, Sennybridge -8.7C 
minimum, Kinlochewe 11.2 mm, St Helier 11.4 h.) 

The warm sector cleared all but Cent and S parts of England on the 15th as a cold front moved E'wards. 
Away from S England there was little overnight air frost. Overnight and during the day rainfall was 
widespread with some heavy falls over high ground in Wales and SW England - but by the evening was 
largely confined to England; clearer skies with sunny spells and few showers affected Ireland and W 
parts of Scotland while in Suffolk there were some reports of light snowfall. Low pressure persisted close 
to W Ireland throughout the day - MSL pressure was close to 992 mb here at 2400 GMT. (Helens Bay 
11.3C, Fylingdales 4.4C maximum, Hurn -2.1C minimum, Capel Curig 27.8 mm, Tiree 6.8 h.) 

A cyclonic circulation over the British Isles was maintained on the 16th with a central pressure of 989 mb 
over the North Midlands at 2400 GMT. This led to a wet night across England and Wales with this 
precipitation affecting England and E Scotland during the day. Other areas of the British Isles had lesser 
falls. Much of Scotland and Ireland had an overnight air frost with some mist and fog, while during the day 
sunny spells were mainly confined to W Scotland, and to W and S Ireland. Some snow showers affected 
S Scotland and N England during the day, with a few isolated falls in other areas. (Pershore College 
10.6C, Salsburgh 0.7C maximum, Braemar -7.9C minimum, Okehampton 29.4 mm, Tiree 9.4 h.) 

The cyclonic circulation persisted during the 17th. Cloudy skies meant that many areas escaped an air 
frost but there was widespread precipitation during both day and night. Some of this fell as snow, 
especially in N England, Scotland and Wales, but there were also falls in E Ireland and in S areas of 
England. 'Unexpected snow' across Oxfordshire led to criticism of the Met Office by the county council; 
deputy leader councillor Rodney Rose said there were no warnings in the overnight forecast and it was 
their own road sensors which first alerted them. He said gritters were eventually sent out but it was too 
late to stop a number of crashes across the county. Around dawn there were mist and fog patches in 
parts of Wales and W England while during the day sunshine amounts varied across the British Isles with 
E Britain being on the dull side. At 0900 GMT snow depths included 10 cm at Drumalbin and 2 cm at 
Manston and Larkhill. (Plymouth 10.5C, Salsburgh 2.3C minimum, Drumalbin -3.5C minimum, 
Otterbourne Water Works 21.4 mm, Bude 8.1 h.) 

Areas of low pressure remained centred over the British Isles on the 18th. There was an air frost across 
Cent and S areas of England and Wales and in parts of Ireland with Scotland, W wales and E areas of 
England having a wet night. Snow and sleet fell overnight in places, including N England and East Anglia. 
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Cent and S Englnd had mist and fog, thick in places, around dawn. During the day this mist and fog 
cleared - to return in the evening - while in E Scotland there were some heavy falls of snow and these 
spread into N England with a few outbreaks in some other places across England, Wales and E Ireland. 
At 0900 GMT snow depths included 2 cm at Drumalbin, 4 cm at Spadeadam, 4 cm at Bingley and 3 cm at 
Church Fenton. (Exeter Airport 11.1C, Braemar 0.3C maximum, Upper Lambourn -4.5C minimum, 
Fylingdales 21.2 mm, Bude 11.3 h.) 

Low pressure moved S'wards on the 19th allowing an E'ly flow to become established in the N. Overnight 
there was air frost in many parts of the British Isles with falls of snow in E and cent Scotland and parts of 
E Ireland and N England, with some rainfall in parts of Cent and S England. This fell as snow in Scotland 
and there were also falls in parts of N England and E Ireland. During the day the main areas of 
precipitation were in Wales, E Ireland and in Cent, E and S Scotland with snow across Scotland in 
particular. Mist and fog across many parts of England and Wales around dawn soon cleared although 
during the day sunshine was mainly in the form of sunny periods. Thunder was heard in the Hampshire-
Berkshire area in the afternoon. More than 100 schools were closed after heavy snow affected parts of 
Scotland, with whiteout conditions in some areas making driving difficult. Dozens of schools in the north 
east, Scottish Borders and West Lothianhave been shut, along with some in Angus, Moray and Perth and 
Kinross. In the Borders, about 20 HGVs and several cars were stuck for several hours on a stretch of the 
A697. Inverness Airport's runway was closed for a while. At 0900 GMT snow depths included 4 cm at 
Aviemore, 6 cm at Eskdalemuir, 6 cm at Shap Fell and 2 cm at Manston. (Plymouth 10.8C, Braemar -
0.8C maximum, Scampton -5.1C minimum, Chillingham Barns 37.0 mm, Bude 10.0 h.) 

Overnight into the 20th mist and fog affected many areas of England, Wales and E Ireland while air frosts 
was widespread in SW Ireland, NE Scotland and in parts of S England. Snow fell across Scotland and in 
parts of NE England and East Anglia overnight - with rain in N Ireland and in parts of N England and 
Wales. Snow showers continued to affect E areas of Britain during the day in a SE'ly surface airflow with 
some falls also occurring further W in Scotland; E Britain was consequently also quite cold during the 
day. W parts of Ireland and Scotland tended to be the sunniest areas. At 0900 GMT snow depths 
included 2 cm at Kirkwall, 13 cm at Aboyne, 5 cm at Spadeadam and 2 cm at Glennane. (Plymouth 
11.9C, Fylingdales 0.0C maximum, Fyvie Castle -3.9C minimum, Killowen 18.8 mm, Bude 8.5 h.) 

During the 21st pressure fell to the SW (down to 988.4mb at Valentia by 2400 GMT) as associated fronts 
pushed across SW and W parts of the British Isles. They brought rain that by midday was falling across S 
Ireland, S Wales, SW and Cent S England. A strengthening E'ly flow ahead of the fronts gave snowfalls 
in E Scotland in the morning, after a widespread air frost in Scotland and N England, and in places from 
N Wales to Kent. The rain in the SW made slow progress N'wards during the day - giving some heavy 
falls in SW England and S Ireland. On the leading edge of the rain cold air turned the rain to snow in the 
evening across Wales and the Midlands. The sunniest conditions during the day were to be found in N 
Scotland. At 0900 GMT snow depths included 9 cm at Aboyne, 2 cm at Leuchars, 2 cm at Spadeadam 
and 2 cm at Bingley. (Camborne 11.2C, Aboyne 1.1C maximum, Fyvie Castle -9.9C minimum, Plymouth 
40.6 mm, Kinloss 9.6 h.) 

Fronts continued to push precipitation N'wards into the E'ly flow on the 22nd. Cloudy skies and a more 
S'ly air track meant a mild night in the S (the minimum temperature on Scilly being 9.8C overnight) while 
there was an air frost in Scotland and parts of N England. Overnight precipitation occurred everywhere S 
of a line Sussex-SW Scotland with further heavy falls. Falls of snow occurred along the leading edge and 
into N England by dawn - and snow continued to fall from the Midlands to N Scotland throughout the day. 
The main rain area made little progress N'wards, however, and heavy falls continued across Wales and E 
Ireland. In places the snow was blown into deep drifts by the wind. Nearly 200 schools and scores of 
roads were closed by snow and high winds in mid and north Wales. Bus operators GHA Coaches Ltd and 
Arriva buses said some routes were affected due to the snow in Wales. Ferries services across the Irish 
Sea were cancelled or disrupted. Snowfall in the Isle of Man has been the heaviest recorded since 1963, 
according to the island's meteorological office. About 375 schools in West Yorkshire were closed 
because of heavy snow. A body was found at the site of a house which collapsed in a landslip in Looe in 
Cornwall after heavy rain. Cumbria Police said it had received 800 calls for help including drivers involved 
in crashes or stranded because of fallen trees. Many roads in the county are still only passable with care 
including the M6. Scores of schools closed across Merseyside after heavy snowfall. Cheshire Police said 
the snow had also caused the closure of the Runcorn Bridge with traffic being diverted via Warrington. 
Residents of Arran were warned that they may be without power for up to three days. The island's 
blackout followed heavy snowfalls in parts of Scotland. Northern Constabulary said the A9 was closed for 
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a time, with road blocked due to high winds and snow; the snow gates were also shut at Ralia and south 
of Dalwhinnie. At 0900 GMT snow depths included 8 cm at Aboyne, 7 cm at Bingley, 4 cm at Hawarden 
and 5 cm at Shawbury. (Isles Of Scilly 12.4C, Emley Moor -0.4c maximum, Dalwhinnie -1.9C minimum, 
Katesbridge 67.2 mm, Odiham 1.7 h.) 

Snow continued to fall overnight into the 23rd from N Scotland to the Thames Valley with mist and fog in 
S Ireland and SW England by dawn. There was a slight air frost in Scotland, N England and parts of the 
Midlands with precipitation being heaviest to the S of this. Temperatures to the N of the rain changed little 
during the day although the snow eased off across Scotland as the fronts edged S - with precipitation 
amounts decreasing during the day across England and Wales. Only on the Channel Islands could the 
weather be described as sunny and 'not cold'. Heavy snow caused disruption and has led to the 
cancellation of a major race meeting in South Yorkshire. The William Hill Lincoln in Doncaster is the first 
major event of the flat season but was called off following an early morning pitch inspection. Elsewhere, 
some flights at Robin Hood Airport were delayed and dozens of bus routes were affected. Passengers 
travelling from East Midlands Airport faced long delays after flights were diverted, or cancelled, after 
heavy snow. Snow depths at 2100 GMT included 8 cm at Aboyne, 29 cm at Bingley, 16 cm at 
Nottingham and 15 cm at Wittering; at 0300 GMT they included 0.5 cm at Lerwick, 4 cm at Eskdalemuir, 
17 cm at Bingley and 10 cm at Shawbury. (St Helier 12.9C, Emley Moor -2.1C maximum, Braemar -2.4C 
minimum, Killowen 25.4 mm, St Helier 9.8 h.) 

Cold fronts made slow progress S'wards across England and S Ireland on the 24th although the E'ly flow 
decreased in strength during the day. Precipitation amounts were small overnight but there was a 
widespread air frost across much of England and Wales and in parts of Scotland and N Ireland. Snow fell 
overnight in many E and Cent areas of England - these falls continued during the day, becoming less 
frequent into the afternoon and evening. Lancashire villages in the area where a man's body was found in 
large drifts of snow are "running out of food" after being cut off, police said. Police "simply cannot get to" 
villages near Burnley, including Wycoller and Briercliffe, to check on residents. Snow depths at 2100 
GMT included 6 cm at Aboyne, 7 cm at Shap Fell, 7 cm at High Wycombe and 12 cm at Andrewsfield; at 
0900 GMT they included 4 cm at Eskdalemuir, 10 cm at Cranwell, 24 cm at Wittering and 3 cm at Lough 
Fea. (Jersey Airport 7.2C, Lake Vyrnwy -3.3C maximum, Lake Vyrnwy -4.2C minimum, Threave 22.8 
mm, Tiree 6.4 h.) 

An E'ly flow persisted on the 25th with MSL pressure of 1034.5 mb at Baltasound at 0000 GMT. There 
was a widespread air frost and some light rain and snow outbreaks overnight in some E areas. These 
continued during the day from E Scotland to E England with some falls pushing further inland. S parts of 
the British Isles were rather cloudy due to weak fronts moving S'wards here. Thousands of Scottish 
homes were still without power, three days after losing supplies due to severe weather conditions. 
Engineers' efforts to restore supplies have been hampered by a weekend of snow, blizzards and heavy 
winds. Residents in parts of Arran fear they will remain off the national grid until Friday as areas of 
Scotland continue to be hit by severe weather. In some areas there were 15ft snow drifts. An 80-year-old 
suffering from hypothermia was airlifted from Pirnmill to Crosshouse Hospital in Kilmarnock. A number of 
roads in the Highlands, Tayside, Grampian and Dumfries and Galloway remained closed. Snow depths at 
2100 GMT included 3 cm at Eskdalemuir, 6 cm at Leek, 8 cm at Shawbury and 39 cm at Ballypatrick 
Forest; at 0900 GMT they included 7 cm at Aboyne, 27 cm at Bingley, 21 cm at Wittering and 11 cm at 
Andrewsfield. (Lusa 7.0C, Okehampton -1.2C maximum, Okehampton -3.8C minimum, Katesbridge 6.8 
mm, Valley 7.9 h.) 

An E'ly surface flow continued on the 26th across the British Isles. Overnight air frost was again 
widespread with wintry showers falling across E and Cent Scotland, N England and in E and cent areas 
of Ireland. During the day temperatures remained below 0C in some places and wintry showers 
continued to affect parts of Wales and Ireland, N England and Cent and E Scotland. It was a cloudy day 
in E Britain and in some S areas of England; elsewhere there were sunny periods. Snow depths at 2100 
GMT included 5 cm at Shap Fell, 25 cm at Bingley, 13 cm at Wittering and 37 cm at Ballypatrick Forest; 
at 0900 GMT they included 6cm at Aboyne, 11 cm at Nottingham, 16 cm at Wittering and 10 cm at 
Andrewsfield. (Kirkwall 6.5C, Libanus -1.1C maximum, Dalwhinnie -4.9C minimum, Pennerley 8.0 mm, 
Lerwick 6.3 h.) 

The E'ly flow continued on the 27th with troughs enhancing the precipitation amounts in some areas. Air 
frost was again widespread by dawn with wintry precipitation across N England and in E areas of 
Scotland and Ireland in particular. During the day the wintry conditions were more widespread from the 

16



Pitsford Hall Weather Station – Monthly Weather Report – March 2013

Channel Islands and SW England to N Scotland with moderate accumulations of snow in places. Most 
places had sunny periods but N England and SE Scotland were quite dull. Snow depths at 2100 GMT 
included 22 cm at Bingley, 6 cm at Hereford Credenhill, 11 cm at Wittering and 34 cm at Ballypatrick 
Forest; at 0900 GMT they included 8 cm at Aboyne, 24 cm at Bingley, 5 cm at High Wycombe and 36 cm 
at Ballypatrick Forest. (Castlederg 6.9C, Emley Moor -0.3C maximum, Loch Glascarnoch -7.9C minimum, 
Katesbridge 9.2 mm, Manston 10.0 h.) 

Snowfall decreased on the 28th but not before there had been some large accumulations earlier in the 
night across N Ireland where a number of roads throughout Northern Ireland were closed because of the 
weather conditions. Air frost was widespread by dawn with some snowfall also in E Scotland and N 
England. During the day snowfall was mainly confined to parts of E Ireland and N Scotland - and this had 
largely stopped by the afternoon, turning to light rain in parts of E Scotland and NE England. Most areas 
had spells of sunshine, except for N England and SE Scotland. Snow depths at 2100 GMT included 21 
cm at Bingley, 3 cm at Aviemore, 6 cm at Hereford and 31 cm at Ballypatrick Forest. At 0900 GMT they 
included 4 cm at Aboyne, 11 cm at Wittering and 33 cm at Ballypatrick Forest. (Kinlochewe 8.0C, Lake 
Vyrnwy 1.2C maximum, Braemar -8.7C minimum, Pennerley 5.8 mm, Stornoway 10.9 h.) 

High pressure continued to prevail to the N of Scotland during the 29th but in the evening frontal systems 
affected some SW areas of the British Isles. The UK and N Ireland had a widespread air frost although 
cloudy conditions led to a milder night in parts of Cornwall and in S Ireland with the minimum temperature 
overnight at Sherkin Island being 4.4C. A little rain affected some parts of S England, SE Scotland and N 
England with some slight snow in parts of E Scotland and E England. During the day there were a few 
further light falls of snow with some frontal rain later in Cornwall and the Channel Islands, the latter area 
also seeing some snow at times. Snow depths at 2100 GMT included 29 cm at Ballypatrick Forest and 20 
cm at Bingley; at 0600 GMT the depth at Ballypatrick Forest was 31 cm with 6 cm at Hereford and 
Wittering. (Lusa 8.7C, Lake Vyrnwy 1.3C maximum, Braemar -10.4C minimum, Emley Moor 5.0 mm 
(possibly melting snow), Stornoway 12.2 h.) 

The high pressure centre weakened and moved S'wards on the 30th to be centred over SE Scotland at 
1018 mb by 2400 GMT. E areas of England and SE Scotland had some overnight rain, sleet and snow 
and, except in S Ireland and parts of SW England and the Channel Islands, air frost was widespread. 
Precipitation amounts were slight during the day - mostly confined to E and cent areas of England and 
Scotland - falling as snow in places. Most places had sunny periods during the day. Snow depths at 0600 
GMT included 19 cm at Bingley and 29 cm at Ballypatrick Forest. (Lusa 8.6C, Lake Vyrnwy 1.6C 
maximum, Braemar -11.2C minimum, Emley Moor 11.8 mm (probably melting snow), Stornoway 11.9 h.) 

Air frost was widespread into the 31st and there was some light rain in parts of NE England and e 
Scotland before dawn. By midday frontal cloud had pushed rain into SW Ireland, preceded by light snow 
in places - this persisted into the evening and there were some light falls of rain or snow in parts of E 
Britain in the SE'ly wind. At Sherkin Island 23 mm of precipitation was reported in the 12 hours ending 
1800 GMT. The lowest Easter temperature on record across the United Kingdom occurred in Braemar, 
Scotland, as the temperatures fell to -12.5C. This broke the previous record of -9.8C set in 1986, 
according the the Met Office. (St Athan 8.8C, Carterhouse 1.7C maximum, Braemar -12.5C minimum, 
Emley Moor 7.2 mm (probably melting snow) , Kirkwall 11.7 h.) 

Reproduced with the permission of Roger Brugge, Department of Meteorology, University of Reading.
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Notable Weather Events recorded across Northamptonshire 

22 & 23rd March

Snow showers during the day, becoming heavier and more prolonged overnight leading to 12cm of lying 
snow at Pitsford on the morning of the 23rd. The snow is accompanied by a bitterly cold easterly breeze 
causing some drifting of lying snow. Further overnight snow into the 24th results in an additional 2cm by 
0900 on the 24th.

26th March

Special Weather Report:  Cold Weather Set to Continue through Easter 

Latest predictions are for the current cold spell to continue for the remainder of this week and into the 
Easter weekend. With further light flurries of snow expected on most days, the county could very well see 
a white Easter. The last time this happened was Easter Sunday (23rd March) in 2008. In fact, 
temperatures during March have on average been around 4.5C below the monthly average. With little 
improvement in temperatures expected between now and the end of the month, March 2013 could end 
up being the coldest March in Northampton since 1962. 

1st April

Special Weather Report: Coldest March on Record

Last month was the coldest March on record in Northampton. With an average of just 2.5C, temperatures 
were nearly 5C below what we should expect for the time of year. The coldest March had been in 1962 
which saw an average of 2.7C. 

The warmest day in March was the 4th which saw temperatures climb to around 10C, but for much of the 
month daytime temperatures remained in single figures, reaching only 0.4C on the 24th. Rainfall amounts 
were up on average with 68.0mm recorded over the month. However, a good amount of this was in the 
form of snow. Snowfall was recorded on 13 days in March. 

There is no immediate end in sight to the current cold spell. The forecast is for high pressure to remain 
fixed to the north of the UK for at least the next 2 weeks maintaining the flow of cold air from the east. 

Reports from Stations across   Northamptonshire  
Reports received from weather stations affiliated to Pitsford Hall weather 
station from across the county. These sites comprise a variety of manned as 
well as automated weather stations. The current network includes Brixworth, 
Desborough, Thrapston, Raunds, Wilby, Byfield and Towcester. 

Individuals running their own weather stations and who would like to 
contribute to this report should contact us directly via phone or email.

From K Bulcock, Desborough:

COL registered climatological site. Altitude 127m AMSL.

Total rain: 77.2mm (140% of average)
Max 24 hour rainfall: 15.7mm
Total number of raindays: 17
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Highest maximum temperature: 13.9C on 5th
Lowest maximum temperature: 0.6C on 11th
Highest minimum temperature: 6.7C on 8th
Lowest minimum temperature: -5.0C on 31st
Mean maximum temperature: 6.6C
Mean minimum temperature: 0.0C
Overall mean temperature: 3.3C

Difference from the average: -5.0 C

Days with falling snow: 9
Days with lying snow: 7
Days with thunder: 0
Days with fog: 6
Days with hail: 0
Days with air frosts: 17

Comments: Coldest since 1962. Colder than Dec, January and February apart from 5th. No spring. Total 
lack of SW and NW wind. Contrast with March 2012 (4th warmest).

From C R Bristow, Byfield:

COL registered climatological site. Altitude 159m AMSL.

Total rain: 49.5mm (103% of average)
Max 24 hour rainfall: 13.3mm on 15th
Total number of raindays: 14

Highest maximum temperature: 15.0C on 5th
Lowest maximum temperature:  -0.8C on 24th
Highest minimum temperature: 5.9C on 8th
Lowest minimum temperature: -5.4C on 14th
Mean maximum temperature: 5.2C
Mean minimum temperature: 0.4C
Overall mean temperature: 3.2C

Lowest grass minimum: -7.9C on 14th

Days with falling snow: 15
Days with lying snow: 7
Days with thunder: 0
Days with fog: 1
Days with hail: 1
Days with ground frosts: 23
Days with air frosts: 18

From M Raymer, Thrapston:

TEMPERATURE (°C), RAIN (mm), WIND SPEED (mph)

                                            
    TEMP  TEMP          TEMP                    WIND WIND           DOM
DAY MEAN   MAX   TIME    MIN    TIME      RAIN  AVG  HIGH   TIME    DIR
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
 1   4.4   6.7   12:10   2.8   00:00      0.8   4.7  20.0   10:40   NNE
 2   2.9   7.8   13:20  -2.4   23:50      0.0   0.6   8.0    8:40     N
 3   2.8   8.6   12:40  -3.4    5:10      0.0   1.8  13.0   14:00   ESE
 4   4.4  10.1   14:40   0.4    0:10      0.0   3.5  14.0    8:40   ESE
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    TEMP  TEMP          TEMP                    WIND WIND           DOM
DAY MEAN   MAX   TIME    MIN    TIME      RAIN  AVG  HIGH   TIME    DIR
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
 5   5.1  14.1   14:00  -2.1    7:30      0.3   1.5  12.0   19:20   NNE
 6   4.5   8.9   13:30   0.9    4:20      0.3   6.0  17.0   10:30     N
 7   6.1   8.6   15:10   4.4    2:30     13.0   3.7  12.0    7:30    NE
 8   6.4   7.2   13:20   4.3   23:20      0.5   4.1  14.0   20:20     N
 9   3.5   5.2   14:20   1.4   00:00      0.0   4.0  12.0    0:20     N
10   0.7   1.6   12:30  -1.0   23:50      7.6   8.2  26.0   16:10   NNE
11  -1.3   2.0   12:40  -2.6    6:50      0.0  12.2  34.0   16:00    NE
12   1.0   3.9   13:30  -2.3    0:10      0.0   8.7  31.0   11:30     N
13   2.4   7.6   12:50  -1.8   00:00      0.3   5.9  21.0   10:50   NNW
14   2.2   8.4   12:50  -3.8    6:30      1.0   2.0  12.0   22:40   NNW
15   5.3   9.1   12:10   1.7    3:40      5.8  10.8  32.0   10:50     S
16   5.9   8.4   14:20   3.7   21:40     10.2  12.0  37.0    2:30     S
17   2.6   4.7   15:00  -0.5   23:30     13.2   2.5  24.0    0:40    NW
18   2.1   7.2   14:40  -1.6    6:20      0.3   1.8  13.0   15:30     N
19   2.6   7.7   15:30  -1.0    6:40      0.0   1.7  13.0   19:20    NE
20   2.2   3.4   14:30   1.0    9:10      1.8   4.1  18.0    8:00   NNE
21   2.9   6.1   14:00   0.5    5:00      0.3   6.4  24.0   22:50   ESE
22   1.8   4.1   12:00   0.3   23:30      6.1  10.8  34.0    9:50     E
23  -0.1   0.5   12:10  -1.3   23:50      6.3   8.3  22.0   13:30   ENE
24  -0.7   0.9   15:40  -2.2    4:50      3.6   8.5  22.0    8:50    NE
25   0.4   3.0   12:50  -0.7    1:00      6.1   9.3  26.0   11:30    NE
26   0.9   4.1   14:30  -0.4    6:40      2.8   8.5  24.0    9:40   NNE
27   0.9   3.2   13:10  -0.7   00:00      0.3   6.5  22.0   16:50   NNE
28   1.1   3.6    9:50  -1.9    4:50      0.0   5.7  22.0   16:20     N
29   0.4   4.9   13:20  -3.1    6:00      0.0   3.6  19.0   15:30   NNE
30   0.8   6.1   14:30  -3.3    4:30      0.0   4.2  19.0   13:00     N
31   1.1   5.6   15:20  -4.1    5:40      0.0   3.3  14.0   18:30   ENE
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
     2.4  14.1     5    -4.1    31       80.3   5.6  37.0    16     NNE

 

 
Mean Maximum Temp:       5.9°C
Mean Minimum Temp:      -0.6°C
Mean Temp:       2.4°C
High Barometer: 1029.6mbon  1st
Low Barometer:   986.8mbon  17th
Mean Barometer: 1008.2mb
Rainfall:    80.3mm

From J Buck, Towcester: 

Total rainfall:          73.5mm
No.of rain days:       12
No.of wet days:         9  
Most rain in a day:  20.1mm on 16th
 
Highest maximum temperature:  15.6C on 5th
Lowest maximum temperature:   +0.1C on 24th
Highest minimum temperature:     4.7C on 8th
Lowest minimum temperature:     -6.3C on 31st 
Mean maximum temperature:       6.1C
Mean minimum temperature:       -1.4C
Mean temperature:                      2.3C
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:      
 
Duration of bright sunshine:  65.62h  
Highest day total:                  9.79h on 5th
No.of sunless days:              10      
                                                                                            
Days with air frost:   22
Days with fog at 0900hrs: 2
Days with hail: 1 on 16th(<5mm dia)
Days with sleet or snow falling: 11
Days with snow lying at 0900hrs: 5
Days with thunder: 0
  
No.of days when wind direction:
N             5
NE          14     
E              7
SE           1     
S             2       
SW          0
W            1  
NW          1
calm        0
            
Strongest gust: 44mph on 11th
 
Comments:  By far the coldest March in my 32yr record,and the coldest overall of any month since 
December 2010. The number of days with snow/sleet falling and mornings with snow lying are both new 
March records. 22 days with air frost has been surpassed in only two other months of any name(February 
1986 & January 1985). The wettest March since 2008,with more rain than in 2010,2011 and 2012 
combined. 21 days with the wind in the N to ENE quadrant - the most for any month  except June 
1988(23 days)and May 1984(22). Very dull,with less sunshine than in the previous December and 
February. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

21



Pitsford Hall Weather Station – Monthly Weather Report – March 2013

From Brixworth Automatic Weather Station: 

Max (C) Min (C) Mean (C) Low (mb) High (mb) Mean (mb) Rain (mm) Mean (mph) Max (mph) Wind Dir (°) Sun (hrs)
1st 7.2 3.2 5.2 1012.0 1015.0 1014 0.1 3.5 18 62 0.0
2nd 6.8 -1.2 2.8 1009.0 1015.0 1012 0.0 0.5 8 198 4.4
3rd 10 -1.6 4.2 1004.0 1009.0 1007 0.0 1.8 18 162 1.8
4th 9.2 0.8 5 991.0 1004.0 998 0.0 4.2 20 106 6.9
5th 14 -0.8 6.6 985.0 991.0 988 0.0 1.0 10 106 9.6
6th 9.6 2.4 6 983.0 985.0 984 0.0 3.3 14 57 0.0
7th 8.8 5.2 7 977.0 983.0 980 4.4 2.6 16 91 0.0
8th 8 4.8 6.4 977.0 984.0 981 2.4 2.5 13 73 0.0
9th 5.2 2 3.6 983.0 989.0 986 1.3 3.0 15 128 0.0
10th 2 -0.4 0.8 988.0 992.0 990 2.9 6.0 29 73 0.0
11th 1.6 -2.4 -0.4 992.0 994.0 993 0.0 9.5 35 69 2.0
12th 4.4 -2.4 1 992.0 994.0 993 0.0 6.7 25 170 1.7
13th 6.8 -1.2 2.8 991.0 998.0 995 0.0 5.3 23 186 6.2
14th 7.2 -2.4 2.4 993.0 1000.0 997 0.5 2.7 18 199 6.8
15th 8.8 2.4 5.6 979.0 993.0 986 4.4 6.5 31 201 0.1
16th 8.4 2.8 5.6 971.0 979.0 975 13.6 9.5 40 188 1.0
17th 4 0 2 970.0 973.0 972 8.3 1.7 18 183 0.0
18th 9.2 -2 3.6 971.0 977.0 974 0.0 0.7 13 136 5.4
19th 8 -0.4 3.8 976.0 983.0 980 0.0 1.6 14 101 0.5
20th 4.4 1.6 3 982.0 999.0 991 0.0 2.0 15 63 0.0
21st 6.8 -0.8 3 996.0 1001.0 999 0.0 7.5 33 101 3.7
22nd 4.4 0.8 2.6 991.0 996.0 994 0.0 12.6 37 98 0.0
23rd 1.2 -0.8 0.2 992.0 997.0 995 0.9 4.1 24 80 0.0
24th 0.4 -1.6 -0.6 996.0 999.0 998 1.3 5.9 23 75 0.0
25th 3.6 -0.8 1.4 998.0 1000.0 999 4.1 7.9 28 69 1.7
26th 3.2 0 1.6 996.0 999.0 998 0.0 6.1 23 70 0.0
27th 3.6 -0.8 1.4 995.0 997.0 996 0.0 4.7 22 76 0.0
28th 4.4 -1.6 1.4 994.0 998.0 996 0.0 4.2 21 71 3.9
29th 5.2 -2 1.6 992.0 996.0 994 0.0 2.3 18 54 1.2
30th 6.4 -2 2.2 992.0 999.0 996 0.0 3.0 22 70 3.3
31st 5.2 -2.8 1.2 996.0 999.0 998 0.0 2.9 16 75 3.5

Temperatures    
Highest max 14 C on 5th
Lowest max 0.4 C on 24th
Lowest min -2.8 C on 31st
Highest min 5.2 C on 7th
Mean 3.0 C  
    
Rainfall     
Max Rain 13.6 mm on 16th
Total Rain 44.3 mm  
    
Sunshine    
Max 9.6 hrs on  5th
Total 63.7 hrs  
    
Pressure (station level)    
Max Press. 1015 mb on 1st
Min Press 970 mb on 17th
Mean Press 992 mb  
    
Winds    
Max mean (24hrs) 12.6 mph on 22nd
Average 4.4 mph  
Max gust 40 mph on 16th
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Special Report – Flying the Skies

Last year marked the 70th anniversary of 'atmospheric research flying' — a discipline that, over the 
years, has helped the Met Office gain a greater understanding of weather systems. But what initially 
prompted the study of weather from up high?

The story of atmospheric research flights begins in World War II and, specifically, the Battle of Britain. In 
those relatively early days of flight, much less was known about how a plane interacted with the 
atmosphere when in flight. The RAF was troubled by aircraft condensation (or vapour) trails as they 
provided clear indicators of their planes' positions in the sky - making them easier targets for enemy 
fighters and ground artillery. Discovering the science behind these tell-tale trails became a priority for the 
RAF - and atmospheric research flying came into being.

Their early airborne investigations found that vapour trails, also known as contrails, were caused by 
changes in the air pressure as the wing passes though the sky - and were generally more persistent on 
humid days. Armed with this knowledge, the RAF was able to plan certain flights around weather 
conditions and therefore minimise the chance of pilots revealing their locations.

The practice of conducting research in the sky has continued to this day - as Kirsty McBeath, resident 
Cloud Physics Research Scientist at the Met Office explains: "Planes can make unique measurements 
that can't be made any other way; their research has become one of the most important areas of data 
collection for the Met Office." Such breakthroughs - and the resulting increase in knowledge - made the 
Met Office realise the value of airborne research. The 'Meteorological Research Flight' (MRF) was formed 
in 1946, as a follow on to the earlier research done on contrails.

Progress of science

Of course, the measurements made today onboard atmospheric research planes have increased in 
sophistication - building on many of the breakthroughs made in the early years. The invention of the 
'frost-point hygrometer' in 1943 for example, made it possible for scientists to reliably measure humidity in 
the stratosphere for the first time. This greatly added to scientific knowledge of the lower stratosphere - 
and enabled researchers to build up a data set on humidity and other elements such as ozone that is still 
widely used today.

In the early days, data collection from the air was a highly challenging pursuit. With fairly rudimentary 
equipment, scientists faced a range of conundrums - such as how to measure air temperature while 
travelling at 300 mph and at an altitude of up to 40,000 ft.
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But with every challenge comes the potential for new 
knowledge and this particular problem was eventually 
solved by the development of 'thermodynamic theory'. This, 
in turn, brought about a whole new understanding of the 
difference between a standard atmosphere and the ones in 
which pilots fly at various altitudes. And this is still an 
absolutely essential part of aircraft safety even to this day.

A growing need

Initially, research was conducted on aircraft such as the Mosquito and Flying Fortress. But in the 1950s, 
the need for data increased - and the size and number of aircraft used followed suit. By the Cold War, 
specially adapted Canberra aircraft helped the MRF to understand the causes of turbulence. This, in turn, 
made flying safer and more comfortable for pilots and - as commercial flights became more 
commonplace - for passengers too.

Later on, the MRF was also involved in backing up and validating data from satellites by providing 
information about temperature, humidity and clouds. This was yet another undertaking that led to 
significant improvements in forecasting. Such crucial measurements have only been possible through the 
development of specially adapted aircraft - a process that was not without challenges, as Kirsty explains:

"Developing instruments for a moving aircraft was not easy. Power supplies were not smooth. 
Temperatures varied. Flights were often bumpy. Only through experience - alongside a lot of trial and 
error - did we make any significant headway."

Working together

During the 1970s, international collaboration helped MRF develop further. For example, the MRF team 
worked with both American and Russian aircraft on the GARP (Global Atmospheric Research Program) 
Atlantic Tropical Experiment (GATE) - which involved studying convective clouds near the west coast of 
Africa. This was the largest international meteorological field campaign ever, bringing together 72 
different nations including both the USA and Russia - and the results influenced the development of 
computer models for tropical meteorology.

Another example is a project that ran in collaboration with the Central Electricity Research Laboratory. 
The project's research on acid rain across Scandinavia led to the implementation of clean air restrictions 
across Europe - helping to limit the amount of sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxides above the continent.

FAAM

In 2001, the MRF, the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) and the university community 
joined forces to establish the Facility for Airborne Atmospheric Measurements (FAAM). The remit of this 
organisation is to provide an aircraft measurement platform to assist the UK's atmospheric research 
community on campaigns throughout the world. Most recently they were at the frontline, making in-situ 
measurements of volcanic ash in the skies over Britain in the days after the 2010 Icelandic volcanic 
eruption.

Looking back on the historical development of certain scientific disciplines shows how they may be born 
out of immediate necessity - but also how they can grow and adapt to tackle much more widespread 
challenges. While atmospheric research flying was prompted by the very acute need to protect the lives 
of young WWII pilots, today it helps us gain a better understanding of global weather systems and even 
climate change - a phenomenon that affects us all.
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Appendix 1: Weather Station Inventory

Rooftop Weather Enclosure and Office

Large Pattern Stevenson screen with
Sheathed pattern maximum and 
minimum thermometers
Sheathed pattern wet and dry bulb 
ordinary thermometers
Thermograph 
Hygrograph

Small Pattern Stevenson screen with duplicate 
sheathed maximum, minimum, wet and 
dry bulb thermometers

Campbell-Stokes sunshine recorder (UK Met 
Office MK2)

Instromet Ltd Electronic sunshine recorder 

Standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge with 
additional check gauge (same pattern)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (UK Met Office 
MK1 – daily clock)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (Casella pattern – 
weekly clock)

Tipping bucket raingauge (Casella pattern – 
bucket tips at 0.2mm)

Wind Vane

Totalising cup-counter anemometer 

Generator-type anemometer and wind vane 
(Metcheck)

Fortin-pattern mercurial barometer

Precision Aneroid Barometer 

Open-scale micro-barograph 

Hook gauge evaporation pan

Piché evaporimeter

Grass patch

Concrete slab & minimum thermometer

Boltek LD-250 Lightning Detector

Inspeed WW25 gale monitoring anemometer

Online Automatic Weather Station

Instromet Ltd Climatica Executive system 
comprising:

Wet and dry bulb temperature sensors
Rainfall sensor
Wind speed and direction sensor
Electronic sunshine recorder
Datalogging unit with barometric 
pressure sensor

The sensors also deliver weather data to a large 
analogue instrument panel housed within the 
station office.

Web cam - Creative Live Cam Optia Pro

Networked PC running Met4Net  version 1.7. 
Update frequency 15 minutes via Broadband or 
hourly by back-up dial-up connection.  

Archive

The station holds weather records for 
Northamptonshire dating from 1880. Access to 
these records is restricted, although requests for 
data can be made in writing to the station 
manager at Pitsford.

Web site

The main URL for the station’s web site is 
www.northantsweather.org.uk

The site has pages containing local forecast 
information, recently collected weather data 
(including real-time data gathered from the 
online automatic weather station), archived data 
from 1998 to the present, as well as links to 
many useful sources of weather information.
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Appendix 2: Code Descriptions used in the Register of 
Climatological Observations

Visibility codes

X Dense Fog <20m
E Dense Fog 20m
0 Thick Fog up to 40m
1 Thick Fog up to 100m
2 Fog up to 200m
3 Moderate Fog up to 400m
4 Very poor visibility up to 1000m
5 Poor visibility up to 2km
6 Moderate visibility up to 7km
7 Good visibility up to 20km
8 Very good visibility up to 30km
9 Excellent visibility 40km

State of the Concrete Slab 

0 Dry 
1 Moist 
2 Wet 
3 Icy 

State of the Grass
0 Dry with no deposits
1 Wet with dew only
2 Wet from fog (some dew present)
3 Wet from falling rain or drizzle
4 Wet from the melting of frozen 
deposits listed as codes 5-9, or from sleet
5 Ice resulting from the freezing of 1-3 or the 
refreezing of 4
6 Ice of glaze resulting from freezing of rain or 
drizzle on cold surface or ice from hail
7 Hoar frost - direct deposition of crystals from air
8 Rime - direct deposition of crystals from supercooled 
freezing fog or falling ice prisms or fall ice crystals
9 Snow 

Present Weather

00 -- clear skies
01 -- clouds dissolving
02 -- state of sky unchanged
03 -- clouds developing
Haze, smoke, dust or sand
04 -- visibility reduced by smoke
05 -- haze
06 -- widespread dust in suspension not raised by wind
07 -- dust or sand raised by wind
08 -- well developed dust or sand whirls
09 -- dust or sand storm within sight but not at station
Non-precipitation events
10 -- mist
11 -- patches of shallow fog
12 -- continuous shallow fog
13 -- lightning visible, no thunder heard
14 -- precipitation within sight but not hitting ground
15 -- distant precipitation but not falling at station
16 -- nearby precipitation but not falling at station
17 -- thunderstorm but no precipitation falling at station
18 -- squalls within sight but no precipitation falling at station
19 -- funnel clouds within sight
Precipitation within past hour but not at observation time
20 -- drizzle
21 -- rain
22 -- snow

23 -- rain and snow
24 -- freezing rain
25 -- rain showers
26 -- snow showers
27 -- hail showers
28 -- fog
29 -- thunderstorms
Duststorm, sandstorm, drifting or blowing snow
30 -- slight to moderate duststorm, decreasing in intensity
31 -- slight to moderate duststorm, no change
32 -- slight to moderate duststorm, increasing in intensity
33 -- severe duststorm, decreasing in intensity
34 -- severe duststorm, no change
35 -- severe duststorm, increasing in intensity
36 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, below eye level
37 -- heavy drifting snow, below eye level
38 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, above eye level
39 -- heavy drifting snow, above eye level
Fog or ice fog
40 -- Fog at a distance
41 -- patches of fog
42 -- fog, sky visible, thinning
43 -- fog, sky not visible, thinning
44 -- fog, sky visible, no change
45 -- fog, sky not visible, no change
46 -- fog, sky visible, becoming thicker
47 -- fog, sky not visible, becoming thicker
48 -- fog, depositing rime, sky visible
49 -- fog, depositing rime, sky not visible
Drizzle
50 -- intermittent light drizzle
51 -- continuous light drizzle
52 -- intermittent moderate drizzle
53 -- continuous moderate drizzle
54 -- intermittent heavy drizzle
55 -- continuous heavy drizzle
56 -- light freezing drizzle
57 -- moderate to heavy freezing drizzle
58 -- light drizzle and rain
59 -- moderate to heavy drizzle and rain
Rain
60 -- intermittent light rain
61 -- continuous light rain
62 -- intermittent moderate rain
63 -- continuous moderate rain
64 -- intermittent heavy rain
65 -- continuous heavy rain
66 -- light freezing rain
67 -- moderate to heavy freezing rain
68 -- light rain and snow
69 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow
Snow
70 -- intermittent light snow
71 -- continuous light snow
72 -- intermittent moderate snow
73 -- continuous moderate snow
74 -- intermittent heavy snow
75 -- continuous heavy snow
76 -- diamond dust
77 -- snow grains
78 -- snow crystals
79 -- ice pellets
Showers
80 -- light rain showers
81 -- moderate to heavy rain showers
82 -- violent rain showers
83 -- light rain and snow showers
84 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow showers
85 -- light snow showers
86 -- moderate to heavy snow showers
87 -- light snow/ice pellet showers
88 -- moderate to heavy snow/ice pellet showers
89 -- light hail showers
90 -- moderate to heavy hail showers
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Thunderstorms
91 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light rain
92 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only moderate to 
heavy rain
93 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light snow or 
rain/snow mix

94 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only moderate to 
heavy snow or rain/snow mix
95 -- light to moderate thunderstorm
96 -- light to moderate thunderstorm with hail
97 -- heavy thunderstorm
98 -- heavy thunderstorm with duststorm
99 -- heavy thunderstorm with hail 

Appendix 3: 

1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford Hall

 
Mean Max 

(C)
Mean Min 

(C)
Mean 

(C)
Rain 
(mm)

Sunshine 
(hrs)

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49
February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5
March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2
April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3
May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7
June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1
July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7
August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2
September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3
October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1
November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4
December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4
Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9
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This Month’s Weather Image

Spring sunshine over Pitsford Water

Printed on behalf of Pitsford Hall weather station by Pitsford School, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton 
NN6 9AX.

Individual copies are available for purchase for £1.50. A year’s subscription (if applicable) costs £15. Back 
issues from March 1999 are available on request from the weather station.

This publication is distributed free to all libraries across Northamptonshire.
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