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REVIEW OF THE MONTH

Mean temperature and rainfall - Pitsford Hall
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Headline:  Generally cool until the last week, although largely sunny. Rainfall significantly below 
average.

June began with cool air across the British Isles having been introduced the previous day by a 
succession of frontal systems. The 1st was dry during the day, albeit cloudy, although conditions 
remained generally cyclonic with low pressure positioned to the north and a train of low pressure systems 
working in off the Atlantic. It became windier through the day with rain eventually arriving by evening. By 
the 2nd, these low pressure systems had converged on the UK. It remained breezy, but the milder south-
westerly airstream resulted in a reasonably warm day for early June with highs at Pitsford climbing to 
18.1C. Temperatures would rise still further over the next few days as the low moved across the North 
Sea to Scandinavia and eventually blew itself out. 

By the 4th anticyclonic conditions had developed across the UK. The high just about held on until the 5th 
when a new deep low drove fresh frontal systems in across the country. However, whilst the anticyclone 
prevailed the county enjoyed some fine settled days with some lengthy spells of sunshine and with 
daytime temperatures reaching the low 20s. In fact a high of 23C was recorded at Pitsford on the 5th.

The fronts which moved in on the 5th were barely noticed, other than by the fact that during the afternoon 
it turned rather cloudy and temperatures the next day were slightly cooler. A brisk breeze developed on 
the 6th on the trailing edge of the low as it moved north-eastwards. By the 7th this low had given way to a 
ridge of high pressure across the south. This high had extended to cover the whole country on the 8th, 
but with its centre positioned west of Ireland it set up a gentle north-easterly flow across the southern half 
of the UK, the county included, which drew in colder air in off the North Sea. Invariably, this situation 
favoured a certain amount of stubborn coastal cloud, but its ingress as far as the county was limited; so 
whilst the days became cool for June there were some decent spells of sunshine. In fact, the 9th was 
particularly chilly, especially overnight as lows fell to around 5.4C with a slight grass frost recorded in 
more sheltered rural spots.

Anticyclonic conditions persisted over the UK until at least the 12th when the high started to be 
encroached by low pressure developing to the north and south. Frontal systems tied into this low tracked 
northwards later in the day and then remained fairly stationary across central parts introducing showers 
which continued overnight and into the 13th. Showers which were tracking northwards further east were 
thundery. These frontal systems still lay across the county on the 14th, but activity along them was weak 
marked mainly by fairly extensive cloud.
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High pressure began to develop across the UK on the 15th and the next few days saw decent spells of 
sunshine and temperatures rising to the low 20s. With just a light breeze, pollen levels began to rise 
significantly for the first time this summer. The high started to give way on the 17th as low pressure 
developing over Iceland began to drive frontal systems south-eastwards across the British Isles. The 
arrival of these fronts was felt late on the 17th with drizzly spells during the evening. However, rainfall 
amounts were insufficient to clean the atmosphere and pollen counts remained high over the next few 
days. The high remained sufficiently close-by on the 18th and 19th to give a couple of fine days with 
spells of sunshine, but by the 20th low pressure was the dominant influence driving fairly persistent rain 
and drizzle across much of the country on the 20th.

Low pressure tracked slowly across the north of Scotland between the 21st and 22nd  dragging frontal 
systems across much of the UK. However, apart from the initial rainfall on the 20th, the county remained 
dry even with some spells of sunshine. The only clue to the proximity of low pressure was the brisk 
breeze veering northerly as the centre of the low moved over to the North Sea. This low became fairly 
stationary over southern Scandinavia, dragging colder air down from the Norwegian Sea. Whereas 
temperatures on the 20th climbed to 18.7C on the 21st, on the 22nd they were several degrees cooler.

High pressure move up from the south on the 24th resulting in a change in wind direction to a mild 
westerly and temperatures recovered reaching 22.4C. Over the next few days as high pressure began to 
dominate mainland Europe, its influence extended further north and began to encompass the UK. Days 
were warm and increasingly humid, yet rather cloudy at times. However, on the 26th the high had 
retreated sufficiently from the UK to allow weak frontal systems in from the west introducing scattered 
outbreaks of mainly light rain during the afternoon.

Analysis chart for 00 UTC on 15th June. The picture of high pressure dominating the situation across the 
UK with incursions of weak frontal systems introducing cloud was a fairly typical of the weather through 
June.

Over the next few days, high pressure over the near continent tried to drive northwards but wasn’t strong 
enough to prevent the continued march of frontal systems eastwards. These produced some rain 
overnight from the 27th into the 28th. However, as we approached the end of the month the high took up 
a position centred over the Netherlands which served to draw in much warmer air from the south and 
temperatures at Pitsford climbed to 29C, signalling the start of a mini heatwave which would result in the 
1st of July being the warmest July day locally since 2006. 
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Overall, June was cooler than normal. With the exception of 2014, this falls in line with a tendency for 
June to come in with below average temperatures. In fact, most Junes since 2007 were cooler than 
normal. Perhaps it is now time to drop the adage ‘flaming June’. 

Rainfall was significantly short of the average with less than a quarter of the expected total. This was the 
driest June since 2006 and the second driest since 1995. 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL STATISTICS
The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for June 2015. Climatological observations are 
made at 0900hrs daily. Averages refer to the period 1981-2010. 

Air Temperatures:    
The Highest Maximum: 29.0 C on 30th
The Lowest Maximum: 14.6 C on 1st
The Highest Minimum: 13.5 C on 28th
The Lowest Minimum: 5.3 C on 1st
The Mean Maximum: 19.8 C  
The Mean Minimum: 9.7 C  
The Overall Mean: 14.8 C  
Difference from the Monthly Mean: -0.6 C  
    
Solar Radiation:    
Maximum (at 0900): 873.0 W/m^2 on 18th
Mean (at 0900): 405.3 W/m^2  
    
Relative Humidity:    
Highest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 98.9 % on 13th
Lowest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 55.5 % on 24th
Mean Relative Humidity (at 0900): 71.3 %  
    
Dew Point:    
The Highest Dew Point (0900): 14.4 C on 5th
The Lowest Dew Point (at 0900): 5.5 C on 10th
The Mean Dew Point (at 0900): 9.9 C  
    
Rainfall:    
Total: 13.0 mm  
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 24.3 %  
Duration: 21.8 hrs  
Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 4.3 mm on 20th
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 7   
Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 5   
    
Sunshine:    
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 208.0 hrs  
Sunniest day: 12.5 hrs on 7th
No. of days without sunshine: 1   
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 124.5 %  
Cloud cover (mean at 0900): 5.2 oktas 65.0 %
    
Pressure (reduced to sea level):    
The Highest Pressure (at 0900): 1035.8 mb on 9th
The Lowest Pressure (at 0900): 999.8 mb on 2nd
Mean Pressure (at 0900): 1020.5 mb  
    
Winds    
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 99.3 miles  
Mean daily wind speed: 5.4 mph  
Run of wind (cumulative): 2980.2 miles  
Highest Maximum Gust: 39 mph on 2nd
No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0   
Highest wind strength (at 0900): 12.7 mph on 2nd
Mean wind strength (at 0900): 6.1 mph  
    

6



Pitsford Hall weather station  – Monthly Weather Report – June 2015

Winds from the Following Directions:    
N 5 NE 4 E 2 SE 1 S 3 SW 7 W 2 NW 6 Calm 0
    
Grass    
Lowest Grass Minimum 3.2 C on 4th
Mean Grass Minimum 7.5 C  
    
Concrete    
Lowest Concrete Minimum: 5.0 C on 1st
Mean Concrete Minimum: 9.9 C  
    
Evaporation    
Piche 109.6 ml  
    
Days with:    
Thunder: 0   
Hail <5mm: 0   
Hail >/=5mm: 0   
Snow or snow & rain: 0   
Snow lying: 0   
Fog: 0   
Air Frost: 0   
Ground Frost: 0   
Gales: 0   

All data © Pitsford Hall weather station.
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GRAPHICAL TRENDS FOR THE MONTH

Maximum and minimum temperatures - Pitsford Hall
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Barometric pressure - Pitsford Hall
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DAILY WEATHER LOG
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Hall weather station during June 2015. 

 WEATHER DIARY Max  Min  Rain  

1st

Generally rather cloudy with just the occasional brief 
glimmer of sunshine. Becoming windier through the day, 
fresh to strong by evening. Showers during the afternoon 
turning to rain later.

14.6 C 5.3 C 2.6 mm

2nd
Remaining breezy throughout the day. Cloudy during the 
morning, but clearing to spells of sunshine during the 
afternoon.

18.1 C 9.1 C _  

3rd Dry with prolonged spells of warm sunshine. 18.6 C 8.5 C _  

4th Bright sunshine throughout the day and becoming warm 
by early afternoon. 21.7 C 6.6 C tr mm

5th Warm with prolonged spells of sunshine through the 
morning, turning cloudier through the afternoon. 23.0 C 11.9 C _  

6th
Prolonged spells of sunshine throughout the day. Brisk 
breeze dying down during the evening. Still warm, but 
termperatures not matching those of the 5th.

17.4 C 6.0 C _  

7th
Prolonged spells of warm sunshine throughout the day. A 
touch cloudier during the afternoon, but sufficient to spoil 
the sunshine.

18.0 C 6.7 C _  

8th
Another fine day, reasonably warm with good spells of 
sunshine in between varying amounts of cloud. Turning 
chilly though during the evening and overnight.

17.6 C 7.0 C _  

9th
A cool day, but dry with spells of sunshine, intermittent 
through the morning, but more prolonged later. Chilly 
overnight.

14.6 C 5.4 C _  

10th
Cloudy during the morning, but spells of sunshine coming 
through by lunchtime and continuing during the 
afternoon. Becoming reasonably warm.

16.3 C 7.1 C _  

11th
Chilly start with heavy dew. Prolonged sunshine 
throughout the day and becoming very warm by 
lunchtime.

23.6 C 7.1 C _  

12th
Spells of hazy sunshine through the morning. Turning 
cloudier into the afternoon with occasional showers, 
mostly light. Showers continuing overnight. 

24.1 C 9.6 C 2.5 mm

13th
Light rain during the morning and into the afternoon. 
Becoming drier by evening, but remaining cloudy 
throughout the day. Negligible breeze. 

14.7 C 13.2 C 1.2 mm
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14th Dry, but mostly cloudy. Some sunny spells through the 
late morning and early afternoon. 16.3 C 11.1 C _  

15th Dry and warm with lengthy spells of sunshine. Pollen 
index becoming very high. 19.4 C 6.3 C _  

16th Dry and warm with prolonged spells of sunshine. 
Clouding over by the evening. 22.6 C 8.5 C _  

17th
Sunny spells through the morning and into the afternoon, 
but clouding over later with showers early evening. 
Warm. Pollen levels continuing very high.

22.3 C 11.0 C 0.4 mm

18th
Dry and warm with lengthy spells of sunshine, but feeling 
a touch cooler than the 17th. Pollen levels continuing 
high.

18.0 C 11.0 C _  

19th Cloudy through the morning, but spells of sunshine 
developing during the afternoon. Becoming warm. 18.6 C 8.9 C 0.1 mm

20th
Initial light rain, but easing off during the morning. Heavy 
showers through the afternoon and into the early 
evening. Late sunshine to end the day.

18.4 C 11.0 C 4.3 mm

21st Prolonged spells of warm sunshine. Fresh breeze. 18.7 C 12.6 C _  

22nd Cooler, but dry with spells of sunshine. Brisk breeze. 14.9 C 10.4 C _  

23rd A warm day, but cloudy during the morning. Spells of 
sunshine eventually appearing by the afternoon. 19.7 C 10.8 C _  

24th Continuing warm with prolonged spells of sunshine 
throughout the day. 22.4 C 10.4 C _  

25th Warm and humid. Some spells of sunshine, but staying 
essentially cloudy. Negligible breeze. 23.1 C 11.5 C _  

26th
Some occasional spells of sunshine, but on the whole 
rather cloudy and humid. Some isolated light showers 
during the afternoon and early evening. 

22.8 C 13.1 C 0.1 mm

27th
Prolonged spells of sunshine and becoming warm by 
lunchtime. Air mostly still, but slight breeze developing 
late afternoon.

23.0 C 11.4 C 0.5 mm

28th Spells of rain during the morning. Dry through the 
afternoon with warm sunny spells. Freshening breeze. 20.1 C 13.5 C 1.3 mm
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29th
Early sunshine, clouding over for a time during the 
morning, but prolonged sunny spells returning later. 
Warm with just a light breeze.

23.8 C 12.1 C _  

30th
Dry and humid with prolonged spells of sunshine. Hot by 
mid afternoon. Slight breeze developing towards 
evening, but humid overnight.

29.0 C 13.0 C _  

A typical sunrise in June. 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record for June 2015 and is © Pitsford Hall 
weather station. Readings are taken at 0900 hrs GMT or on the hour indicated. Permission to use if for 
commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the station manager, Pitsford Hall weather station, 
Pitsford Hall, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  

Observations at Pitsford Hall 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9.00 9.00 7.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 8.00 9.00 9.00 7.00
Total Cloud (oktas) 7 8 2 1 7 6 1 3 5 8
Wind at Observation
Direction ssw sw sw s wsw sw nnw nne nne ese
Speed (knots) 7 11 9 3 4 6 7 3 8 6
Weather 3 60 2 2 1 2 2 3 3 2
Visibility 8 7 8 8 7 7 8 7 8 7
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 11.6 14.6 11.9 16.5 19.2 13.8 12.3 15.3 12.0 9.5
Wet Bulb 8.8 13.2 9.6 11.8 16.2 9.8 9.2 11.0 8.9 7.5
Max 14.6 18.1 18.6 21.7 23.0 17.4 18.0 17.6 14.6 16.3
Min 5.3 9.1 8.5 6.6 11.9 6.0 6.7 7.0 5.4 7.1
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 354 201 336 584 292 230 493 757 278 107
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Grass Min (C) 3.6 8.1 6.5 3.2 9.7 3.8 4.6 3.7 4.0 3.9
State of Concrete 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Concrete Min (C) 5.0 8.2 7.6 7.4 13.4 6.8 7.0 7.6 5.1 7.3
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 3.2 3.7 4.1 5.0 4.2 4.6 4.9 2.8 2.9 2.3
Rainfall
Total (mm) 2.6 _ _ tr _ _ _ _ _ _
Duration (hrs) 6.8 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 0.4 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Wind Averages
Run of wind (miles) 269.41 128.45 58.82 85.12 89.95 88.77 143.39 146.68 117.94 114.20
Mean (mph) 11.2 5.4 2.5 3.5 3.7 3.7 6.0 6.1 4.9 4.8
Gust (mph) 33 39 20 16 22 24 20 23 23 21
Sunshine (hrs) 0.4 5.2 11.3 12.4 7.6 12.3 12.5 7.3 8.4 5.7
Humidity Statistics
Relative Humidity (%) 69.0 85.5 74.6 56.7 73.5 59.5 66.6 58.7 66.3 75.8
Dew Point (C) 6.1 12.2 7.5 7.9 14.4 6.1 6.3 7.3 5.9 5.5
Pressure (mb) 1014.0 999.8 1018.0 1027.0 1013.7 1023.2 1032.6 1035.4 1035.8 1032.6
Days with
Thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Depth of lying snow (cm) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Quality control completed 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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CLIMATOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

Observations at Pitsford Hall 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th 20th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9.00 9.00 9.00 8.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00
Total Cloud (oktas) 1 4 8 8 3 5 8 5 8 8
Wind at Observation
Direction ene ne nnw nnw ene nw wnw nnw nnw ssw
Speed (knots) 6 6 3 4 4 1 6 11 2 1
Weather 2 2 61 2 2 1 2 2 2 61
Visibility 7 7 5 7 8 7 8 7 6 5
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 15.1 18.7 14.0 11.4 15.1 16.3 18.0 14.2 12.2 13.7
Wet Bulb 12.3 15.2 13.9 10.5 11.0 13.5 15.5 11.0 10.2 13.2
Max 23.6 24.1 14.7 16.3 19.4 22.6 22.3 18.0 18.6 18.4
Min 7.1 9.6 13.2 11.1 6.3 8.5 11.0 11.0 8.9 11.0
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 509 621 109 97 637 588 208 873 345 202
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 1 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 3
Grass Min (C) 5.3 8.2 12.7 10.6 3.6 8.5 9.3 7.5 6.0 7.5
State of Concrete 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Concrete Min (C) 6.6 10.3 13.5 11.5 5.6 11.0 11.9 9.0 9.4 12.3
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 4.3 2.0 0.4 2.2 3.2 3.7 3.2 4.1 2.7 0.9
Rainfall
Total (mm) _ 2.5 1.2 _ _ _ 0.4 _ 0.1 4.3
Duration (hrs) _ 4.3 4.3 _ _ _ 0.5 _ _ 3.2
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) _ 0.6 0.3 _ _ _ 0.8 _ _ 1.3
Wind Averages
Run of wind (miles) 98.18 123.53 40.71 129.45 61.73 56.38 120.88 106.32 96.38 51.40
Mean (mph) 4.1 5.1 1.7 5.4 2.6 2.3 5.0 4.4 4.0 2.1
Gust (mph) 19 18 <15 20 <15 19 27 22 22 21
Sunshine (hrs) 11.7 4.1 0.0 1.5 11.0 8.2 2.3 8.3 6.5 1.0
Humidity Statistics
Relative Humidity (%) 72.2 69.0 98.9 89.6 60.2 73.2 77.0 67.6 78.0 94.6
Dew Point (C) 10.1 12.9 13.8 9.8 7.5 11.5 13.9 8.3 8.5 12.9
Pressure (mb) 1023.2 1012.1 1008.4 1013.4 1023.8 1026.3 1022.8 1022.1 1023.2 1022.5
Days with
Thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Depth of lying snow (cm) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Quality control completed 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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CLIMATOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

Observations at Pitsford Hall 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th
Time of Observations (GMT) 8.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 8.00 9.00 9.00
Total Cloud (oktas) 7 4 6 3 6 5 2 8 8 0
Wind at Observation
Direction nw ne n nw ssw ssw nnw sw w sse
Speed (knots) 9 9 4 6 3 4 3 4 3 6
Weather 1 2 3 2 2 2 2 62 3 0
Visibility 7 9 8 8 7 7 7 7 7 8
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 14.9 14.0 14.2 18.2 18.0 18.1 18.3 14.2 18.9 21.7
Wet Bulb 11.5 10.0 11.0 13.1 14.7 15.0 14.6 13.4 15.0 16.1
Max 18.7 14.9 19.7 22.4 23.1 22.8 23.0 20.1 23.8 29.0
Min 12.6 10.4 10.8 10.4 11.5 13.1 11.4 13.5 12.1 13.0
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 391 672 296 519 364 463 609 95 408 521
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0
Grass Min (C) 10.2 7.4 10.7 7.9 9.0 8.8 8.8 12.6 9.7 10.5
State of Concrete 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Concrete Min (C) 12.5 10.2 11.5 11.2 12.0 11.9 11.5 13.9 11.5 14.1
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 4.8 4.1 2.9 4.4 4.6 3.3 4.5 2.9 4.2 9.5
Rainfall
Total (mm) _ _ _ _ _ 0.1 0.5 1.3 _ _
Duration (hrs) _ _ _ _ _ 0.1 1.8 0.8 _ _
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) _ _ _ _ _ 1.0 0.3 1.6 _ _
Wind Averages
Run of wind (miles) 99.14 186.78 57.56 52.33 78.14 77.01 67.69 106.07 39.69 88.14
Mean (mph) 4.1 7.8 2.4 2.2 3.3 3.2 2.8 4.4 1.7 3.7
Gust (mph) 25 25 15 17 15 18 17 19 <15 15
Sunshine (hrs) 10.9 4.5 5.7 6.8 5.2 1.7 10.9 4.2 7.9 12.5
Humidity Statistics
Relative Humidity (%) 66.4 59.8 67.6 55.5 70.1 71.9 67.0 91.5 65.9 55.7
Dew Point (C) 8.7 6.3 8.3 9.1 12.5 13.0 12.1 12.8 12.4 12.5
Pressure (mb) 1016.1 1009.8 1018.9 1020.3 1022.0 1016.9 1019.2 1018.4 1022.5 1020.0
Days with
Thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Depth of lying snow (cm) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Quality control completed 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence. 
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UK WEATHER REVIEW

June 2015 

At the start of June an intense low pressure system brought rain and unseasonably strong winds to the 
UK. After this, the month was typified by rather quiet weather generally; after a spell of fine, settled 
weather there was rain or showers from time to time, and more unsettled conditions over Scotland, 
although generally much drier further south. Much of June was rather cool in an often westerly or north-
westerly flow, but it became very warm at the end of the month. 

The provisional UK mean temperature was 12.6 °C, which is 0.4 °C below the 1981-2010 long-term 
average. It was coldest relative to average in northern and western areas. Rainfall was above average 
over the northern and western two-thirds of Scotland, but England, Wales and Northern Ireland were drier 
than average. Parts of the London area and East Anglia were especially dry with less than a third of 
average rainfall in some places. The overall UK rainfall total was 75% of average. It was a sunny month 
for much of the UK except Scotland. The UK overall received 116% of average sunshine hours and this 
was the sixth month out of the last seven to be sunnier than average for the UK.

The UK monthly extremes were as follows: a maximum temperature of 32.5 °C was recorded at 
Heathrow (Greater London) on the 30th. This occurred shortly before 0900 GMT on 1st July at the end of 
the standard 0900 to 0900 GMT observing period for the last day of the month during a developing heat-
wave. A minimum temperature of -1.9 °C was recorded at Katesbridge (County Down) on the 9th and 
also at Resallach (Sutherland) on the 14th. In the 24 hours ending at 0900 GMT on the 2nd, 64.0 mm of 
rain fell at Rest and Be Thankful (Argyll). A wind gust of 78 mph was recorded at Capel Curig (Gwynedd) 
on the 1st.

Source: The Met Office
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UK WEATHER DIARY 

By the end of the 1st a low pressure centre (976 mb) had reached the Western Isles and fronts had 
crossed all areas at times. Overnight rainfall was largely confined to Ireland and W areas of Britain and, 
although frontal falls spread to all areas during the day, falls were mainly slight in E areas of England. 
Falls were, however, heavy in some W, hilly areas. Ahead of the rain there was a slight ground in E 
Scotland. It was a cold day and gusts over 60 mph were reported in some N areas as the low 
approached. (Holbeach 16.8C, Killylane 8.9C maximum, Aboyne -0.4C minimum, Capel Curig 54.6 mm, 
Kirkwall 10.7 h.) 

The 2nd was a windy day as low pressure crossed N Scotland. Rainfall was widespread overnight, but 
generally slight across Ireland, and then became more showery and scattered during the day. There were 
spells of sunshine in most places and the windy conditions were associated with gusts over 50 mph in 
places to the S of the low. It was a rather cool day across Scotland. (Holbeach 21.4C, Cluanie Inn 8.9C 
maximum, Loch Glascarnoch 0.2C minimum, Liscombe 29.0mm, Boulmer 14.6 h.) 

The 3rd saw a NW'ly flow giving way to high pressure (MSL pressure above 1024 mb over England and 
Wales by 2400 GMT). Scotland and N parts of England, Wales and Ireland had some showery rain 
overnight - falls further S were light and scattered while during the day rainfall was largely confined to N 
Scotland. There were sunny periods in N Scotland during the day, and spells of prolonged sunshine in 
parts of S Ireland, Wales and England. (Heathrow 20.4C, Fair Isle 10.5C maximum, Katesbridge 1.0C 
minimum, Cassley 7.6 mm, Valley and Aberporth 14.5 h.) 

Ground frosts occurred in places into the 4th as far S as Hampshire but, ahead of an approaching low 
pressure system, the air minimum temperature overnight was about 10C in SW Ireland. W Ireland had a 
little rainfall overnight, while during the day rain fell in parts of Ireland and in Cent and N Scotland. It was 
a warm day in parts of SE England with most of England having long spells of bright sunshine. (Northolt 
23.8C, Harris Quidnish 10.7C maximum, Balmoral -1.1C minimum, Tyndrum 5.2 mm, Wellesbourne 14.7 
h.) 

Low pressure to the W of the British Isles on the 5th drove fronts across all areas during overnight or 
during the day. It was a mild night in S England with rain mostly in Ireland and Scotland before dawn. A 
separate front brought some showery rain to the SE corner of England around dawn - some of this was 
thundery from the Channel Islands to East Anglia. The frontal rain in the W spread into Wales and then 
faded away - with the result that most places had sunny spells later in the day with parts of Ireland being 
very sunny. (Frittenden 26.7C, Fair Isle 10.3C maximum, Kielder Castle 5.3C minimum, Wainfleet 12.4 
mm, Cork Airport and Shannon Airport 11.3 h.) 

Low pressure remained close to N Scotland for much of the 6th and it was a windy day in some places 
here as a result. Overnight rain close to the centre of the low affected Scotland and Ireland overnight - as 
the day developed the rain slowly moved N'wards while it remained wet across W Scotland. Parts of W 
Scotland had a dull day but it was sunny over S and Cent parts of England and Wales, and in SE Ireland. 
(Heathrow 20.5C, Salsburgh 9.1C maximum, South Newington 2.3C, Tyndrum 40.8 mm, Wittering 14.1 
h.) 

Frontal cloud gave a cool and showery day on the 7th in N Scotland, but by 2400 GMT the MSL pressure 
in W Ireland was about 1038-1039 mb. Sheltered parts of Cent and S England and Cent Ireland had a 
slight ground frost early in the day while N Ireland and W Scotland had overnight rainfall. During the day it 
was a sunny day away from N Scotland. (St James Park 21.4C, Loch Glascarnoch 8.5C maximum, 
Exeter Airport 0.9C minimum, Cluanie Inn 29.4 mm, Bude 15.1 h.) 

Pressure remained high on the 8th, leading to a slight ground frost in many sheltered areas across the 
British Isles. There was some light rain overnight in N Scotland while light rain or showers fell across 
many parts of England and wales from the w - with the n]heaviest rain being in NE and E England. As a 
result the sunniest places tended to be in SW Britain (Hurn 19.9C, Fair Isle 11.1C maximum, Katesbridge 
-1.0C minimum, Durham 6.8 mm, Bude 15.0 h.) 
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Pressure remained above 1032 mb I most areas throughout the 9th. Away from extreme s areas of 
England, Wales and Ireland and also N Scotland, there was a widespread slight ground frost. There was 
almost no rainfall during the day, the slight exception being some light, scattered falls in parts of E 
England and E Scotland. Some rain also affected Shetland later in the day. England and Wales had 
cloudy skies in many areas - and the best of the sunshine was to be found in W Wales and in S and Cent 
Ireland. (Edinburgh Gogarbank 19.3C, Lerwick 10.9C maximum, Katesbridge -1.9C minimum, Houghton 
Hall 1.8 mm, Valley 15.7 h.) 

The anticyclone weakened by remained across the British Isles on the 10th. There were local ground 
frosts across Britain before dawn. A few mist and fog patches across N Ireland and in Cent England soon 
cleared to give a sunny day - albeit with some cloudier locations closer to some coasts. The Northern 
Isles had some light frontal rain during the day, while showers occurred in the Channel Islands before 
midnight. (Leuchars 23.1C, Fair Isle 10.4C maximum, Katesbridge -0.4C minimum, Lerwick 1.6 mm, 
Morecambe 16.2 h.) 

A frontal system pushed N into SW England on the 11th; early cloud from this gave a mild night in SW 
England while N England and Scotland had a ground frost in places. There was some light rain in SW 
England before dawn with mist or fog patches across N England and N Ireland. These patches soon 
dissipated and most places then had a sunny day. In the evening the rain in the SW spread into S Wales 
and s Ireland, and a line of thunderstorms moved north across the Channel Islands in the early evening. 
(Yeovilton 25.3C, Fair Isle 10.99C maximum, Ravensworth -0.4C minimum, Culdrose 8.8 mm, 
Morecambe 16.1 h.) 

Rain and drizzle fell in S Ireland, SW England, coastal Cent S England and few neighbouring counties 
before dawn on the 12th, with some rain also falling on Shetland. During the day the rain in the S moved 
N, eventually into N England, while there were also falls in parts of Scotland and N Ireland. In between 
these two cloudy extremes of the British Isles it was a sunny day for many - although Ireland and Wales 
were rather cloudy. There were some thunderstorms over the S Midlands, SE England and East Anglia in 
the evening. (Kew Gardens 26.8C, Fair Isle 10.9C maximum, Ravensworth 0.6C minimum, Bude 26.2 
mm, Leeming 13.5 h.) 

Frontal cloud was widespread on the 13th. Overnight rain was widespread across much of England and 
Wales - and later in S Scotland. As the rain cleared from the S it turned misty with a few fog patches - 
while rain also fell across N Scotland. This latter area of rain edged slowly S during the day into S 
Scotland; the rain in England and Wales gradually faded and there was widespread mist and some fog 
across England by late evening. (Hampton Water Works 21.7C, Dalwhinnie 8.0C maximum, Killylane 
5.3C minimum, Nottingham 41.0 mm, Tiree 10.7 h.) 

Parts of N Scotland and Cent Ireland had a ground frost on the 14th; there was overnight rain and drizzle 
in E Britain and mist and fog patches further W in England before dawn. Some lingering rain fell across N 
and E England until the evening with some falls also in NE Scotland. The best of the sunshine was to be 
found in Ireland and parts of W Scotland. (Thorney Island 20.0C, Lerwick 8.7C maximum, Resallach -
1.9C minimum, Tyndrum 11.6 mm, Tiree 15.4 h.) 

Pressure rose slightly on the 15th (1026 mb over East Anglia by 2400 GMT). There was an air frost in 
parts of Cent Scotland before dawn with a widespread ground frost in Scotland. Cloud soon spread from 
the W and by late evening there was rain in W Scotland which spread E'wards and into N England and N 
Ireland in the evening. Elsewhere it was generally dry and quite sunny in parts of Cent England in 
particular. (Hampton Water Works 21.3C, Lerwick 9.5C maximum, Braemar -1.5C minimum, Tiree 2.0 
mm, Bude 13.6 h.) 

There was rain across Scotland and N England into the 16th while in SW and parts of W England the day 
dawned misty. During the day rainfall was largely confined to N Scotland and N Ireland - although there 
were a few light falls elsewhere as higher pressure to the E tended to suppress any approaching frontal 
rain from the W. Ahead of the rain it was a sunny start to the day on Shetland, while S England also had 
a sunny day. Across much of Scotland and Ireland, however, it was a dull day due to frontal cloud, with 
contrasting temperatures between the sunny and dull areas. (Heathrow 24.5C, Fair Isle 11.0C maximum, 
Altnaharra 2.2C minimum, Lusa 13.2 mm, Camborne 12.3 h.) 
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Fronts crossed most areas on the 17th leading to a rather cloudy day in all areas. Sunshine amounts 
were largest in the extreme SE corner of England - the last area to see the arrival of the fronts. Scotland, 
Ireland, Wales and W parts of England had some drizzle and rain overnight; this moved SE'wards during 
the day, weakening all the time such that falls in SE England in the evening were slight. It was a warm 
day in SE England but a cool day in W Ireland under a cooler airmass while mist and fog affected SW 
coastal areas and the Channel Islands.(Heathrow 26.1C, Fair Isle 11.0C maximum, South Newington 
7.7C minimum, Rochdale 13.0 mm, Shoeburyness 9.6 h.) 

Rain cleared SE England during the morning of the 18th, following a mild night in the extreme S of 
England. There was also some light rain and drizzle in S Wales and SW England before dawn with some 
misty conditions here also. Scotland and N England had a cloudy day with light rain or showers - 
elsewhere it was mainly dry and sunny. (Thorney Island 22.6C, Loch Glascarnoch 8.8C maximum, 
Sennybridge 5.8C minimum, Resallach 14.4 mm, St Athan 15.3 h.) 

It was a cloudy day on the 19th across much of Scotland, N England and in N and W areas of Ireland - 
as a result of frontal cloud that gave some outbreaks of light rain or drizzle. SW England was misty by 
dawn but this cleared later in the morning and the area then had a sunny day, along with Cent and other 
S areas of England. Later in the day some rain also fell in parts of Wales and in E England - as far S as 
Suffolk and the London area in the evening. (Hurn 22.6C, Resallach 10.5C maximum, Topcliffe 2.8C 
minimum, Ballypatrick Forest 3.2 mm, Hurn 13.2 h.) 

Frontal cloud affected all areas on the 20th with the result that sunshine amounts were quite variable. 
The cloud brought outbreaks of light rain and drizzle in most cases - but some falls in the Midlands and 
cent S England were heavy in the afternoon and evening, with a few thunderstorms - these also occurred 
over Lincolnshire and Norfolk. (Killowen 23.0C, Fair Isle 10.8C maximum, Baltasound 4.3C minimum, 
High Beach 18.8 mm, Magilligan 9.5 h.) 

Pressure was low on the 21st over or close to Scotland (with a centre of 1008 mb close to Wick at 1200 
GMT). As a result of associated fronts it was cool with rain across Scotland, N England and N Ireland. 
Further S, after some early mist, it was mainly dry with sunny intervals - but it turned wet from the W later 
as rain across Ireland pushed into Wales and then other areas of England in the evening. (Writtle 21.3C, 
Fair Isle 10.1C maximum, Aboyne 7.1C minimum, Kirkwall 29.0 mm, Valley 8.8 h.) 

Cold fronts cleared S'wards from England during the morning of the 22nd, introducing a cooler N'ly flow 
across the British Isles. Initially there was widespread rain or showery falls across most areas of the 
British Isles - these moved E'wards during the day leading to increased sunshine amounts. 
Thunderstorms were reported around the Wash in the early afternoon. (Murlough 19.4C, Carterhouse 
10.2C maximum, Topcliffe 4.6C minimum, Swanage 13.4 mm, Tiree 14.1 h.) 

A weak area of high pressure on the 23rd led to mainly dry conditions for most areas - but across N and 
NE areas of Scotland there was some light precipitation at times due to a weak front. There was an early 
ground frost in parts of E Ireland and in parts of SE Scotland. N and Cent Scotland had a mainly dull day 
- elsewhere there were varying sunshine amounts with places in Wales and those bordering the Irish Sea 
having the most sunshine. (Hereford 22.6C, Fair Isle 10.5C maximum, Tyndrum 2.1C minimum, 
Houghton Hall 1.0 mm, Morecambe 15.1 h.) 

Fronts on the 24th led to rather cloudy skies in N and W areas of the British Isles with some rainfall - 
mostly in Ireland and Scotland. There was a misty start to the day in E England - but most of England and 
wales remained dry until the evening, albeit with rather cloudy skies in places. Some light rain fell in 
Wales in the evening - when it turned misty in many parts of Ireland and Scotland. (Kew Gardens 24.6C, 
Craibstone 9.3C maximum, Ravensworth 2.0C minimum, South Uist 7.8 mm, St Athan 11.4 h.) 

There was widespread mist and some fog patches by dawn on the 25th after a night with rain across 
parts of Scotland and Ireland. During the day, N Ireland, N England and the S half of Scotland had a spell 
of rain that turned heavy in places - the rain gradually moving NE'wards across Scotland. It was sunny 
and warm in S England but rather cloudy and cooler elsewhere. (Gravesend 26.4C, Wick Airport 10.9C 
maximum, Topcliffe 6.0C minimum, Edinburgh Gogarbank 16.2 mm, Hurn 13.9 h.) 
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The 26th was rather cloudy day over the UK, especially across Scotland where there were falls of rain 
during the day. There were also falls of rain elsewhere. After overnight rain in Ireland, drier conditions 
spread from the W into the UK as the day developed - with quite sunny skies in S and Cent Ireland for 
much of the day. Temperatures reached 25C quite widely in the London area and in places close to the 
Thames Estuary. (Gravesend 27.8C, Lerwick 10.0C maximum, Lerwick 7.2C minimum, Kinbrace 17.2 
mm, Shannon Airport and Cork Airport 11.6 h.) 

High pressure over the near-continent led to a SW'ly on the 27th. W areas of the British Isles, under the 
influence of frontal systems, were cloudy with outbreaks of rain - this was especially so in Ireland. 
Elsewhere it was largely dry - and quite sunny in E parts of mainland Scotland and E England. 
(Gravesend 25.4C, Baltasound 10.9C maximum, Aboyne 4.3C minimum, Kirkwall 11.8 mm, Boulmer 12.5 
h.) 

On the 28th two bands of frontal rain crossed the British Isles from the W - the final one along a cold front 
clearing Kent in the evening. As the rain moved E'wards the rainfall amounts tended to decrease. Most 
places had some sunny period s- but the best of the sunshine was to be found in S Ireland and W Wales. 
(Gravesend 22.9C, Fair Isle 12.4C maximum, Lerwick 6.7C minimum, Eskdalemuir 21.8 mm, Cork Airport 
10.6 h.) 

Pressure rose from the SE on the 29th, rising above 1020 mb across most of England by 2400 GMT. It 
was a sunny day in Cent S and SE England and in East Anglia - it was also warm in this area away from 
coast. Elsewhere, skies were cloudier - and quite dull in much of Ireland and W Scotland. There were 
outbreaks of rain and drizzle in these dull areas. (Gravesend 26.7C, Lerwick 13.3C maximum, Aboyne 
6.0C minimum, Kinlochewe 11.8 mm, Wattisham 14.8 h.) 

Warm air from the near-continent moved into England and the Channel Islands 30th, leading to 
maximum temperatures of 28-30C in many parts of England, and at Jersey St Louis 32.9C made it the 
hottest June day since records began over 120 years ago - just 3 degC short of the highest figure ever 
recorded in the Island. In the evening the heat led to thunderstorms that spread from the Channel Islands 
into Cent S England. [Note that at some places as far N as Aviemore and Tiree the maximum 
temperature at 0900 GMT/1 July was higher than the 06-18 GMT maximum on 30 June. However at 
Guernsey Airport these two values were 29.4C (maximum) and 16.5C (0900 GMT/1st temperature).] 
Scotland and W Ireland were cooler with outbreaks of rain or drizzle - although falls became more 
scattered and weaker as the day developed. (Jersey (St Louis) 32.9C, Lerwick 13.3C maximum, 
Frittenden 7.5C minimum, Stornoway 17.2 mm, Waddington 15.7 h.) 

Souce: Roger Brugge, Climatological Observers Link and University of Reading
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NOTABLE WEATHER ACROSS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

There were no notable weather events recorded across the county during June. 
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OUTLOOK FOR JULY

It currently looks like the UK will be split between cooler and wetter conditions in the far north-west of the 
country, with warmer and drier weather dominating further south and east.

Unsettled and cooler conditions will push further south and east at times, but north-western parts of the 
UK will bear the brunt of weather fronts off the Atlantic. And brief pulses of hot air from the south will also 
likely be a feature at times through July – bringing high temperatures to the UK but also the risk of 
thundery downpours.

In general the north-west of the UK is expected to see rainfall amounts above average and temperatures 
around or slightly below. South-eastern parts of the country will likely be drier and warmer than normal – 
although localised thundery downpours could well give a lot of rain in a short space of time.

The first day of the month was a scorcher with temperatures widely into the high 20s and low 30s 
Celsius. The highest temperature was recorded at Heathrow with a maximum of 36.7C. 
The heat brought thunderstorms to northern areas later in the day and more widely across the UK on the 
2nd.  Although subsequent days did not see a return of the temperatures experienced on the 1st, it 
remained warm throughout the first week. 

There is a fair amount of uncertainty regarding the forecast for second week of July. The most favoured 
option is for low pressure to be sitting to the west of the UK, allowing southerly winds to drag in warm air 
once again towards the country. In this scenario, north-western areas of the country would see the most 
frequent spells of rain, although thundery downpours could affect the rest of the UK during any warm and 
humid spells. However, there is also the chance that low pressure will position itself to the north-east of 
the UK for a time during this period, bringing a cooler and showery spell of weather to much of the UK.
With this situation, south-western areas of the UK would see the driest and warmest weather.

It generally looks like much of England and Wales will continue to see a lot of dry, sunny and warm 
weather through the second half of July.
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It could also occasionally become hot as warm plumes of air move in from the south – although this will 
continue to bring the risk of thundery downpours. Further north and west, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
are likely to see the coolest and wettest conditions, but the warm weather further south is likely to push 
further north at times too. Despite the generally warm and dry outlook, there is a small chance that north-
westerly winds will try and dominate at times, bringing some brief cooler and showery spells to all parts of 
the UK.

The outlook for June is provided by The Weather Network, www.theweathernetwork.com. It does not 
necessary represent the opinion of forecasters at Pitsford Hall. 

Merry Tom Lane near Brixworth on a cloudy and drizzly day in early June.
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SPECIAL REPORT: Managing Hayfever

The best way to manage hay fever is to check the 
pollen forecast and try to avoid exposure to pollen. 
There are lots of ways to minimise exposure and 
ease your hay fever symptoms. 

What is hay fever?

Hay fever (seasonal allergic rhinitisis) an allergy 
caused by pollen grains released during the pollen 
season which normally runs from March to 
November in the UK. Different types of pollen are 
released throughout the year which can generate 
hay fever and other allergies. 

Hay fever symptoms

Common hay fever symptoms include sneezing, runny or blocked nose, itchy eyes, mouth and throat. 
Less common hay fever symptoms are headaches and hives.

Pollen forecast

The Met Office manage the only pollen count monitoring network in the UK using information from 
weather stations and expertise from organisations such as the National Pollen and Aerobiological Unit 
and PollenUK to produce forecasts that help support allergy and hay fever sufferers through the most 
difficult time of the year.

Distinctive pollen grains produced by different plants viewed under the microscope.
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Pollen season

The pollen count season is normally March to August. However, it can start as early as January and end 
as late as November.

The pollen season separates into three main sections:

1.Tree pollen - late March to mid-May. 
2.Grass pollen - mid-May to July. 
3.Weed pollen - end of June to September

The pollen calendar below has a detailed breakdown of the different types of pollen and their peak times 
within a season. 

The severity and timing of the pollen seasons will differ from year-to-year depending on the weather, 
biological factors and geographical location.

Distribution of main pollen types throughout the hayfever season.
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Hay fever relief

Although it is very difficult to avoid exposure to pollen there are a number of measures you can take that 
will help you to minimise exposure and ease the severity of your hay fever symptoms. Following these 
steps may help provide some relief from your symptoms:

•Keep windows closed when at home and overnight. Most pollen is released in the early morning and 
falls to ground level in the evenings when the air cools. 

•When outdoors, wear sunglasses to keep pollen out of your eyes. Hay fever sufferers can experience 
itchy eyes when coming into contact with pollen spores. It is recommended that for any outdoor tasks, 
such as gardening, hay fever sufferers should wear a mask. 

•Avoid drying your clothes outside when pollen counts are high. If you do, shake items before bringing 
them inside.  

•Keep car windows closed when driving and fit a pollen filter to reduce the impact of pollen spores. 

•When indoors, there are a number of useful tips to reduce the impact of hay fever symptoms such as: 
vacuuming regularly, avoid bringing fresh flowers indoors, and be aware that pets can bring pollen in on 
their fur. 

•Don't allow smoking in the house as this will irritate the lining of your nose, eyes, throat and airways, 
making your hay fever symptoms worse. 

•After being outside, shower and wash your hair to remove pollen. 

Hay fever sufferers can benefit from a wide range of medication which can be prescribed by your GP, or 
alternatively purchased over the counter from your local pharmacy. 
 
Your GP can help you find the most appropriate treatment for you especially if you also have asthma and 
other allergies. Treatments include antihistamine tablets or nasal sprays, corticosteroid nasal sprays and 
drops, nasal decongestants, eye drops, immunotherapy, and alternative therapies
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SPECIAL REPORT 2: UK records more tornadoes than the US

Forget “Tornado Alley” in the US, the UK has more tornadoes per area than any other country and the 
most likely location to see one is between London and Reading, according to researchers. 

In a paper published in the journal Monthly Weather Review, a team from the University of Manchester 
found there was a 6% chance per year of a tornado occurring between London and Reading –  although, 
this is still a “one in 17-year event.”

The researchers used eye-witness reports of the twisters to put together the map, which covers the UK 
from 1980–2012.

During that period, the UK experienced an average of 34 tornadoes every year. The peak season for 
tornadoes is from May to October and 78% of those occurred in England. There were no tornadoes 
reported at all in large parts of Wales, Scotland, Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Only a few were very strong though, with 95% of the tornadoes classified as being F0 or F1 (wind speeds 
of up to 112 mph) with the remainder F2 (estimated wind speeds up to 157 mph).

 

House struck by a tornado in Harrow earlier this year.

Lead author of the paper Kelsey Mulder, of the School of Earth, Atmospheric and Environmental 
Sciences at The University of Manchester, said: “F2 tornadoes are still quite strong and are perfectly 
capable of causing damage and injury. For example there was the twister that hit Birmingham in 2005 
that caused 19 injuries and £40m of damage. Because tornadoes are capable of causing such damage it 
is important that we have some kind of idea where they are most likely to hit.”

There were none stronger than an F2, such as the devastating F5s (estimated wind speeds over 300 
mph) that can hit the United States and cause widespread loss of life and damage to property.
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Kelsey added: “It seems that most tornadoes in the UK are created along long, narrow storms that form 
along cold fronts, whereas most tornadoes in the United States are created by isolated storms, which are 
more similar to the beautiful super cells you see in the movie Twister.

The study only included land-based tornadoes (not waterspouts) as they pose more of a threat to life and 
property.

Data for the study came from TORRO, an organisation that collects severe weather reports.

The areas of the UK most likely to have a tornado are (% chance per year of a tornado occurring within 
10km of a given 
location):

Between London 
and Reading – 
6% 

From Bristol, 
north to 
Birmingham and 
Manchester – 
5%

Northeast of 
London to 
Ipswich – 4%

South coast of 
Wales near 
Swansea – 3%
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APPENDIX 1: Weather Station Inventory

Rooftop Weather Enclosure and Office

Large Pattern Stevenson screen with
Sheathed pattern maximum and 
minimum thermometers
Sheathed pattern wet and dry bulb 
ordinary thermometers
Thermograph 
Hygrograph
Piché evaporimeter

Small Pattern Stevenson screen with duplicate 
sheathed maximum, minimum, wet and 
dry bulb thermometers

Campbell-Stokes sunshine recorder (UK Met 
Office MK2)

Instromet Ltd Electronic sunshine recorder 

Standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge with 
additional check gauge (same pattern)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (UK Met Office 
MK1 – daily clock)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (Casella pattern – 
weekly clock)

Wind Vane

Totalising cup-counter anemometer 

Generator-type anemometer and wind vane 
(Metcheck)

Fortin-pattern mercurial barometer

Precision Aneroid Barometer 

Open-scale micro-barograph 

Concrete slab & minimum thermometer

Artificial grass surface & grass minimum 
thermometer

Boltek LD-250 Lightning Detector

Online Automatic Weather Station (OLAWS)

Instromet Ltd Climatica Executive system 
comprising:

Wet and dry bulb temperature sensors
Rainfall sensor
Wind speed and direction sensor
Electronic sunshine recorder
Datalogging unit with barometric 
pressure sensor

 2 Davis Vantage Pro systems1 comprising:
Electronic temperature & humidity 
sensor
Wind speed & direction sensor
Rainfall sensor (tipping bucket)
UV and solar radiation sensors

Web cams – Logitech C615 HD mounted in 2 
locations

Software – Weather Display & Weatherlink

Archive

The station holds weather records for 
Northamptonshire dating from 1880. Access to 
these records is restricted, although requests for 
data can be made in writing to the station 
manager at Pitsford.

Web site

The main URL for the station’s web site is 
www.northantsweather.org.uk

The site has pages containing local forecast 
information, recently collected weather data 
(including real-time data gathered from the 
online automatic weather station), archived data 
from 1998 to the present, as well as links to 
many useful sources of weather information.

1 One cabled (in use), one wireless (not in 
service)
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APPENDIX 2: Code Descriptions used in the Register of 
Climatological Observations

Visibility codes

X Dense Fog <20m
E Dense Fog 20m
0 Thick Fog up to 40m
1 Thick Fog up to 100m
2 Fog up to 200m
3 Moderate Fog up to 400m
4 Very poor visibility up to 1000m
5 Poor visibility up to 2km
6 Moderate visibility up to 7km
7 Good visibility up to 20km
8 Very good visibility up to 30km
9 Excellent visibility 40km

State of the Concrete Slab 

0 Dry 
1 Moist 
2 Wet 
3 Icy 

State of the Grass
0 Dry with no deposits
1 Wet with dew only
2 Wet from fog (some dew present)
3 Wet from falling rain or drizzle
4 Wet from the melting of frozen 
deposits listed as codes 5-9, or from sleet
5 Ice resulting from the freezing of 1-3 or the 
refreezing of 4
6 Ice of glaze resulting from freezing of rain or 
drizzle on cold surface or ice from hail
7 Hoar frost - direct deposition of crystals from air
8 Rime - direct deposition of crystals from supercooled 
freezing fog or falling ice prisms or fall ice crystals
9 Snow 

Present Weather

00 -- clear skies
01 -- clouds dissolving
02 -- state of sky unchanged
03 -- clouds developing
Haze, smoke, dust or sand
04 -- visibility reduced by smoke
05 -- haze
06 -- widespread dust in suspension not raised by wind
07 -- dust or sand raised by wind
08 -- well developed dust or sand whirls
09 -- dust or sand storm within sight but not at station
Non-precipitation events
10 -- mist
11 -- patches of shallow fog
12 -- continuous shallow fog
13 -- lightning visible, no thunder heard
14 -- precipitation within sight but not hitting ground
15 -- distant precipitation but not falling at station
16 -- nearby precipitation but not falling at station
17 -- thunderstorm but no precipitation falling at station
18 -- squalls within sight but no precipitation falling at station
19 -- funnel clouds within sight
Precipitation within past hour but not at observation time
20 -- drizzle
21 -- rain
22 -- snow

23 -- rain and snow
24 -- freezing rain
25 -- rain showers
26 -- snow showers
27 -- hail showers
28 -- fog
29 -- thunderstorms
Duststorm, sandstorm, drifting or blowing snow
30 -- slight to moderate duststorm, decreasing in intensity
31 -- slight to moderate duststorm, no change
32 -- slight to moderate duststorm, increasing in intensity
33 -- severe duststorm, decreasing in intensity
34 -- severe duststorm, no change
35 -- severe duststorm, increasing in intensity
36 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, below eye level
37 -- heavy drifting snow, below eye level
38 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, above eye level
39 -- heavy drifting snow, above eye level
Fog or ice fog
40 -- Fog at a distance
41 -- patches of fog
42 -- fog, sky visible, thinning
43 -- fog, sky not visible, thinning
44 -- fog, sky visible, no change
45 -- fog, sky not visible, no change
46 -- fog, sky visible, becoming thicker
47 -- fog, sky not visible, becoming thicker
48 -- fog, depositing rime, sky visible
49 -- fog, depositing rime, sky not visible
Drizzle
50 -- intermittent light drizzle
51 -- continuous light drizzle
52 -- intermittent moderate drizzle
53 -- continuous moderate drizzle
54 -- intermittent heavy drizzle
55 -- continuous heavy drizzle
56 -- light freezing drizzle
57 -- moderate to heavy freezing drizzle
58 -- light drizzle and rain
59 -- moderate to heavy drizzle and rain
Rain
60 -- intermittent light rain
61 -- continuous light rain
62 -- intermittent moderate rain
63 -- continuous moderate rain
64 -- intermittent heavy rain
65 -- continuous heavy rain
66 -- light freezing rain
67 -- moderate to heavy freezing rain
68 -- light rain and snow
69 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow
Snow
70 -- intermittent light snow
71 -- continuous light snow
72 -- intermittent moderate snow
73 -- continuous moderate snow
74 -- intermittent heavy snow
75 -- continuous heavy snow
76 -- diamond dust
77 -- snow grains
78 -- snow crystals
79 -- ice pellets
Showers
80 -- light rain showers
81 -- moderate to heavy rain showers
82 -- violent rain showers
83 -- light rain and snow showers
84 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow showers
85 -- light snow showers
86 -- moderate to heavy snow showers
87 -- light snow/ice pellet showers
88 -- moderate to heavy snow/ice pellet showers
89 -- light hail showers
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90 -- moderate to heavy hail showers

Thunderstorms
91 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light rain
92 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only moderate to 
heavy rain
93 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light snow or 
rain/snow mix

94 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only moderate to 
heavy snow or rain/snow mix
95 -- light to moderate thunderstorm
96 -- light to moderate thunderstorm with hail
97 -- heavy thunderstorm
98 -- heavy thunderstorm with duststorm
99 -- heavy thunderstorm with hail 

APPENDIX 3: 

1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford

 
Mean Max 

(C)
Mean Min 

(C)
Mean 

(C)
Rain 
(mm)

Sunshine 
(hrs)

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49
February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5
March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2
April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3
May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7
June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1
July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7
August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2
September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3
October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1
November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4
December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4
Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9
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This Month’s Weather Image

Sunshine trying to break through the cloud on a relatively cool June day.
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