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REVIEW OF THE MONTH

Mean temperature and rainfall - Pitsford Hall
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Headline:  The month began promising with daytime temperatures tending to rise through the first 
week, but thereafter temperatures fluctuated with a late ground frost around mid month. A few 
days saw some prolonged rainfall, but generally the month was showery and drier than normal. 

May began with high pressure dominating the scene across south-east, but giving way to frontal systems 
moving in from the west and linked to low pressure developing over Iceland. A brisk south-westerly 
airstream allowed daytime temperatures to rise to 16.5C on the 2nd and, despite a brief ingress of colder 
air on the 3rd, average temperatures during the first week were on the rise with the last grass frost being 
recorded on the morning of the 4th. 

High pressure which had formed over the south on the 4th gradually changed its focus to southern 
Scandinavia over the next few days bringing about a change in wind direction from the south-east. The 
spread of warm air from the near continent, together with some lengthy spells of sunshine,  allowed 
temperatures to rise still further. Daytime maxima came close to 20C at Pitsford on the 6th, incrementing 
steadily over the next few days to a high of 25.5C on the 8th.  Low pressure drew close to the south-west 
on the 7th and this, together with the warm and humid air, triggered some thundery showers across the 
county during the afternoon. 

Until the 10th, May had been a relatively dry month. Only 4.5mm of rain had fallen up until 10am on the 
9th. However, over the next 24 hours active frontal systems linked to the low off the Cornish coast drove 
northwards into southern England and the Midlands. It started raining on the evening of the 9th and 
continued on and off through the 10th and 11th, delivering a total of 17.3mm before 10am on the 12th. 

Over the next few days, the high over Scandinavia began to break down and was replaced by a deep low 
developing off the coast of Norway. With high pressure now sitting over Iceland, there was a notable 
change in wind direction to a brisk northerly and a noticeable downturn in temperatures. Cloud was 
drawn in off the North Sea which produced some occasional spells of light rain or drizzle during the 
weekend of the 14th and 15th. 

High pressure was still in charge across the UK on the 16th, but then pulled away to the south-west 
quickly as low pressure and associated frontal systems moved in off the Atlantic. Conditions remained 
unsettled over the next few days as further frontal systems tracked eastwards bringing outbreaks of rain. 
The 18th was particularly wet across the county with some heavy downpours during the morning that 
resulted in localised flooding, temporarily closing the road between Brixworth and Spratton. Low pressure 
remained centred to the north-west of the British Isles over the next days and a succession of frontal 
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systems continued to bring showers and/or longer spells of rain. With a change in wind direction to a 
south-westerly, temperatures recovered and daytime temperatures typically reached the mid to high 
teens. With temperatures reaching a rather humid 18.0C at Pitsford on the 23rd, the day culminated in 
some thundery showers. 

High pressure began to influence the weather across the UK from the 24th. With its centre positioned to 
the north-west, this high instigated a change in wind direction to a cooler north-easterly. Daytime 
temperatures gradually fell away and by the 25th sufficient cloud had been drawn in off the North Sea 
that for much of the day the county lay shivering under a thick blanket of cloud with temperatures only 
reaching 12.1C.  This high began to pull away on the 26th as a weak low developed over the North Sea. 
Weak occlusions resulting from this made for a rather cloudy day, but as the cloud broke up over 
subsequent days, the sunshine helped to lift temperatures again to the high teens. 

As May came to an end, the county enjoyed some fine days with some good spells of sunshine. The 
Bank Holiday weekend was settled, although it did turn a touch cooler. Bank Holiday Monday was dry, 
albeit rather cloudy with a freshening breeze. The 31st was a particularly unsettled day, windy with some 
prolonged spells of rain and feeling quite chilly.
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CLIMATOLOGICAL STATISTICS
The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for May 2016. Climatological observations are 
made at 0900hrs daily. Averages refer to the period 1981-2010. 

Air Temperatures:    
The Highest Maximum: 25.5 C on 8th
The Lowest Maximum: 12.1 C on 25th
The Highest Minimum: 11.7 C on 20th
The Lowest Minimum: 1.6 C on 1st
The Mean Maximum: 17.6 C  
The Mean Minimum: 7.6 C  
The Overall Mean: 12.6 C  
Difference from the Monthly Mean: -0.2 C  
    
Solar Radiation:    
Maximum (at 0900): 695.0 W/m^2 on 14th
Mean (at 0900): 347.5 W/m^2  
    
Relative Humidity:    
Highest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 97.9 % on 10th
Lowest Relative Humidity (at 0900): 54.9 % on 5th
Mean Relative Humidity (at 0900): 76.9 %  
    
Dew Point:    
The Highest Dew Point (0900): 13.7 C on 10th
The Lowest Dew Point (at 0900): 0.9 C on 14th
The Mean Dew Point (at 0900): 8.7 C  
    
Rainfall:    
Total: 45.6 mm  
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 80.1 %  
Duration: 55.0 hrs  
Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 8.7 mm on 10th
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 12   
Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 11   
    
Sunshine:    
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 172.8 hrs  
Sunniest day: 11.3 hrs on 16th
No. of days without sunshine: 5   
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 98.3 %  
Cloud cover (mean at 0900): 5.5 oktas 68.8 %
    
Pressure (reduced to sea level):    
The Highest Pressure (at 0900): 1028.7 mb on 1st
The Lowest Pressure (at 0900): 1004.4 mb on 18th
Mean Pressure (at 0900): 1016.1 mb  
    
Winds    
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 118.8 miles  
Mean daily wind speed: 6.4 mph  
Run of wind (cumulative): 3684.0 miles  
Highest Maximum Gust: 41 mph on 31st
No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0   
Highest wind strength (at 0900): 17.3 mph on 2nd
Mean wind strength (at 0900): 7.4 mph  
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Winds from the Following Directions:    

N 7 NE 4 E 3 SE 2 S 4 SW 4 W 3 NW 4 Calm 0
    
Grass    
Lowest Grass Minimum -3 C on 1st
Mean Grass Minimum 5.8 C  
    
Concrete     
Lowest Concrete Minimum: 1.0 C on 1st
Mean Concrete Minimum: 7.8 C  
    
Evaporation    
Piche 88.4 ml  
    
Days with:    
Thunder: 2   
Hail <5mm: 0   
Hail >/=5mm: 0   
Snow or snow & rain: 0   
Snow lying: 0   
Fog: 0   
Air Frost: 0   
Ground Frost: 3   
Gales: 0   

All data © Pitsford Hall weather station.
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GRAPHICAL TRENDS FOR THE MONTH

Maximum and minimum temperatures - Pitsford Hall
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Wind directions - Pitsford Hall
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DAILY WEATHER LOG 
 
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Hall weather station during May 2016. 

 WEATHER DIARY Max  Min  Rain  

1st
Dry during the daytime with some spells of sunshine. 
Feeling milder than of late. Light rain during the late 
evening.

14.4 C 1.6 C 0.2 mm

2nd Sunshine early and late, but otherwise cloudy with a  
brisk wind. Mild. Rain for a time during the afternoon. 16.5 C 7.3 C 1.7 mm

3rd Dry with prolonged spells of sunshine. 14.1 C 4.2 C tr mm

4th
Prolonged sunshine from dawn until dusk. Becoming 
pleasantly warm by mid afternoon. Slight breeze from 
the south.

16.6 C 3.4 C _  

5th
Much the same as the 4th - prolonged sunshine right 
through the day and becoming warm by the afternoon. 
Negligible breeze.

19.8 C 5.4 C _  

6th
Dry and warm. Spells of hazy sunshine, but generally 
cloudier than the past few days, more especially early in 
the day.

22.4 C 7.0 C _  

7th
Very warm and humid. Spells of hazy sunshine. Cloud 
developing during the afternoon with distant thunder 
and occasional sharp showers.

23.5 C 9.9 C 2.6 mm

8th
Prolonged spells of very warm sunshine with just a light 
breeze. Warmest day of the year so far, and warmest 
since August 22nd last year.

25.5 C 10.7 C tr mm

9th
Another warm day with lengthy spells of sunshine. 
Clouding over later with outbreaks of light rain during 
the evening. 

24.5 C 10.4 C 1.4 mm

10th Rain throughout the day, heavy at times, clearing during 
the evening. 17.0 C 10.9 C 8.7 mm

11th
Spells of very heavy rain continuing for much of the day, 
easing off early evening. Dry overnight with cloud 
clearing.

17.5 C 4.8 C 7.2 mm

12th A very different day to the 11th. Dry and warm with 
prolonged spells of sunshine. Breezy later. 22.0 C 10.0 C tr mm

13th Dry. Cooler than of late and generally cloudy, but with 
some brief spells of sunshine. 14.9 C 9.4 C _  

14th Feeling cool in the brisk northerly breeze, but some 
good spells of sunshine. 13.6 C 4.4 C _  
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15th Dry with prolonged spells of sunshine. Warm out of the 
breeze during the afternoon. 15.0 C 3.0 C _  

16th Continuing dry with prolonged spells of sunshine. 17.2 C 5.6 C _  

17th Bright, sunny morning, but turning cloudier through the 
afternoon. Remaining dry. Becoming warm. 18.4 C 6.0 C 1.7 mm

18th
Moderate rain continuing on and off throughout the day, 
only clearing late in the evening. Brief sunshine mid 
afternoon.

14.7 C 10.4 C 6.5 mm

19th
Largely cloudy with a few glimpses of sunshine through 
the afternoon. Becoming warm. A few very light 
showers during the evening.

17.0 C 8.1 C 0.1 mm

20th

Hazy sunshine during the morning, but otherwise cloudy 
until the afternoon. Clouding over again by the evening 
with some occasional light rain. Sharp shower around 
23:00BST.

17.6 C 11.7 C 2.1 mm

21st
Rain in the early hours, but clearing quickly. Dry through 
the morning, but cloudy. Shower mid afternoon, then 
rain from late afternoon until the evening. 

15.6 C 11.5 C 5.1 mm

22nd
Prolonged and warm sunshine through the morning. 
Turning cloudier into the afternoon, but staying dry. 
Breeze developing.

17.6 C 8.7 C tr mm

23rd
Prolonged spells of warm sunshine during the day. 
Cloud developing during the evening with brief thundery 
showers, clearing quickly. 

18.0 C 7.0 C 1.1 mm

24th
Another day of fairly prolonged sunshine. Not as warm 
as the 23rd, but temperatures still respectable for late 
May. 

16.4 C 6.1 C _  

25th
Overcast and chilly start. Remaining cool and cloudy 
throughout the day with some occasional very light 
drizzle. Heavier drizzle/light rain overnight.

12.1 C 6.8 C 0.1 mm

26th
Cloudy throughout much of the day, but sunshine 
coming through by mid afternoon. A fine end to the day. 
Noticeably warmer.

17.0 C 8.7 C _  

27th Sunshine with varying amounts of cloud. Staying dry 
and becoming warm by mid afternoon. 19.0 C 7.7 C _  

28th A warm day. Hazy sunshine at first, but brighter sunnier 
spells coming through later. 19.5 C 7.7 C _  

29th
A dry day. Cloudy through the morning, but good spells 
of sunshine coming through for the afternoon. Warm in 
the sunshine. Breeze freshening later.

18.5 C 8.0 C _  
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30th Cooler and cloudier with a brisk breeze. Remaining dry 
throughout the day. 16.8 C 10.1 C _  

31st
Unsettled. Prolonged spells of rain, heavy at times, 
accompanied by a strong NW'erly breeze making it feel 
quite cold at times.

12.4 C 10.0 C 7.1 mm
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CLIMATOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record for May 2016 and is © Pitsford 
Weather Centre. Readings are taken at 0900 hrs GMT or on the hour indicated. Permission to use if for 
commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the centre manager, Pitsford Weather Centre, Pitsford 
School, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  

Observations at Pitsford Hall 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00
Total Cloud (oktas) 7 7 6 3 2 8 5 5 5 8
Wind at Observation
Direction ssw ssw wnw s sse ene nne ese e nne
Speed (knots) 6 15 7 7 3 3 4 4 9 6
Weather 2 2 2 1 2 3 5 2 0 20
Visibility 7 8 6 8 8 4 5 7 7 5
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 7.3 12.5 9.6 12.8 15.1 15.9 16.4 20.0 18.0 14.0
Wet Bulb 5.9 10.8 8.0 8.9 10.4 12.0 13.3 15.4 14.5 13.8
Max 14.4 16.5 14.1 16.6 19.8 22.4 23.5 25.5 24.5 17.0
Min 1.6 7.3 4.2 3.4 5.4 7.0 9.9 10.7 10.4 10.9
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 329 229 556 596 602 403 329 422 185 151
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3
Grass Min (C) -3.0 6.6 3.5 -0.6 5.0 6.9 7.6 7.3 10.0 12.3
State of Concrete 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Concrete Min (C) 1.0 8.1 2.5 3.1 5.1 7.4 10.9 11.3 12.5 13.6
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 4.0 3.2 3.1 6.5 5.5 3.3 3.7 6.2 3.9 0.3
Rainfall
Total (mm) 0.2 1.7 tr _ _ _ 2.6 tr 1.4 8.7
Duration (hrs) 1.4 1.0 _ _ _ _ 0.3 _ 1.0 13.1
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 0.1 1.7 _ _ _ _ 8.7 _ 1.4 0.7
Wind Averages
Run of wind (miles) 121.73 128.27 57.63 119.15 73.61 47.17 44.27 76.33 86.84 92.54
Mean (mph) 5.1 5.3 2.4 5.0 3.1 2.0 1.8 3.2 3.6 3.9
Gust (mph) 22 28 18 16 16 15 15 18 22 19
Sunshine (hrs) 5.5 3.2 6.1 11.0 9.0 6.5 5.7 11.0 7.2 0.0
Humidity Statistics
Relative Humidity (%) 81.5 81.4 80.6 59.2 54.9 62.9 70.5 61.4 68.4 97.9
Dew Point (C) 4.4 9.4 6.4 5.1 6.1 8.9 11.0 12.4 12.1 13.7
Pressure (mb) 1028.7 1019.7 1026.1 1027.6 1022.1 1013.1 1008.4 1009.0 1010.5 1008.3
Days with
Thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 _ _ _
Hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Depth of lying snow (cm) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Quality control completed 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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CLIMATOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

Observations at Pitsford Hall 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th 20th
Time of Observations (GMT) 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 1 8 3 2 3 2 8 8 7
Wind at Observation
Direction ne n nne nnw nnw nw w s wnw sw
Speed (knots) 8 9 9 8 7 4 3 4 2 7
Weather 21 5 1 2 2 3 2 63 3 1
Visibility 3 6 6 8 8 7 7 5 6 7
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 14.1 16.0 11.0 8.8 10.4 10.8 12.8 10.8 12.9 14.1
Wet Bulb 13.5 13.5 9.8 5.3 7.8 8.8 10.8 10.3 11.0 11.4
Max 17.5 22.0 14.9 13.6 15.0 17.2 18.4 14.7 17.0 17.6
Min 4.8 10.0 9.4 4.4 3.0 5.6 6.0 10.4 8.1 11.7
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 30 570 259 695 438 586 435 90 211 377
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 0
Grass Min (C) 5.0 8.7 9.5 1.7 -1.5 3.5 3.4 _ 6.1 10.4
State of Concrete 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0
Concrete Min (C) 5.6 9.8 10.5 4.5 3.3 6.0 6.2 _ 7.4 11.4
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 1.2 2.9 2.6 2.8 4.1 > 5.8 1.2 2.9 3.4
Rainfall
Total (mm) 7.2 tr _ _ _ _ 1.7 6.5 0.1 2.1
Duration (hrs) 7.0 _ _ _ _ _ 1.4 9.0 _ 4.3
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 1.0 _ _ _ _ _ 1.2 0.7 _ 0.5
Wind Averages
Run of wind (miles) 141.33 251.35 191.76 85.96 115.47 117.25 103.03 125.85 126.39 175.91
Mean (mph) 5.9 10.5 8.0 3.6 4.8 4.9 4.3 5.2 5.3 7.3
Gust (mph) 22 28 25 18 18 16 18 18 19 21
Sunshine (hrs) 3.0 9.0 2.1 9.3 8.0 11.3 5.4 0.4 0.5 4.3
Humidity Statistics
Relative Humidity (%) 93.6 75.7 86.1 57.7 70.0 76.9 78.4 94.1 79.5 72.4
Dew Point (C) 13.1 11.7 8.8 0.9 5.2 6.9 9.1 9.9 9.5 9.2
Pressure (mb) 1005.7 1004.8 1012.3 1021.4 1023.9 1022.9 1018.4 1004.4 1013.0 1014.5
Days with
Thunder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Depth of lying snow (cm) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Quality control completed 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence.
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CLIMATOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

Observations at Pitsford Hall 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th 31st
Time of Observations (GMT) 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 7.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00
Total Cloud (oktas) 8 2 3 1 8 8 4 7 8 8 8
Wind at Observation
Direction ssw sw nnw n nne sw e ese nne n wnw
Speed (knots) 11 3 10 4 7 2 4 4 8 9 11
Weather 2 2 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Visibility 7 8 8 8 5 7 7 6 5 5 7
Screen (C)
Dry Bulb 14.0 12.8 15.0 13.9 8.9 12.0 10.0 14.1 10.7 11.2 10.8
Wet Bulb 12.6 10.5 11.2 10.2 7.8 10.2 9.2 11.7 9.5 10.5 9.6
Max 15.6 17.6 18.0 16.4 12.1 17.0 19.0 19.5 18.5 16.8 12.4
Min 11.5 8.7 7.0 6.1 6.8 8.7 7.7 7.7 8.0 10.1 10.0
Solar Radiation (W/m^2) 187 537 656 586 141 232 183 385 160 88 123
Grass & Concrete
State of Grass 3 3 0 3 1 3 1 1 0 0 0
Grass Min (C) 11.0 6.3 5.6 3.4 4.8 8.4 4.5 5.6 6.6 9.7 _
State of Concrete 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Concrete Min (C) 11.9 8.5 7.0 6.1 7.6 9.4 7.7 8.4 8.8 11.1 _
Evaporation
Piche (ml) 1.0 3.2 2.8 3.1 0.9 1.6 2.7 2.2 1.9 1.4 1.0
Rainfall
Total (mm) 5.1 tr 1.1 _ 0.1 _ _ _ _ _ 7.1
Duration (hrs) 3.6 _ 0.6 _ 3.3 _ _ _ _ _ 9.0
Intensity (mean over 24 hrs, mm/hr) 1.4 _ 1.8 _ 0.0 _ _ _ _ _ 0.8
Wind Averages
Run of wind (miles) 121.13 106.40 110.32 129.74 83.55 139.16 32.16 100.12 192.60 157.26 229.70
Mean (mph) 5.0 4.4 4.6 5.4 3.5 5.8 1.3 4.2 8.0 6.6 9.6
Gust (mph) 22 21 20 21 17 <15 15 17 23 32 41
Sunshine (hrs) 0.0 5.8 10.0 10.3 0.0 4.8 9.5 9.0 4.9 0.0 0.0
Humidity Statistics
Relative Humidity (%) 85.3 75.3 62.8 62.5 86.2 80.0 90.3 75.3 85.9 91.8 86.0
Dew Point (C) 11.6 8.5 8.0 6.9 6.7 8.7 8.5 9.8 8.4 9.9 8.5
Pressure (mb) 1008.2 1007.7 1018.5 1023.9 1020.1 1017.8 1018.9 1018.2 1015.4 1018.8 1018.1
Days with
Thunder _ _ 1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail<5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Hail>/=5mm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Gales _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Fog _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Snow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Depth of lying snow (cm) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Quality control completed 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

See appendix 2 for an explanation of the coding system used in this report, specifically for cloud cover, 
present weather, visibility and states of the concrete & grass. All readings are made by trained observers 
using standard instrumentation except on days marked * where automatic weather station readings are 
substituted owing to staff absence. 
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UK WEATHER REVIEW
May 2016
May began unsettled and windy with low pressure in charge, but by the 5th a warmer and more settled 
pattern became established with high pressure close to the UK. For the rest of the month, anticyclonic 
and easterly weather types prevailed and brought plenty of fine, warm and sunny weather, although it 
was often cooler near North Sea coasts, and scattered thundery showers sometimes affected western 
and southern areas. It was particularly warm in the second week. This pattern was interrupted by a brief 
colder interlude mid-month and an unsettled spell from the 17th to 22nd, but warm and sunny weather re-
established itself for most of the last week.

The provisional UK mean temperature was 11.3 °C, which is 0.9 °C above the 1981-2010 long-term 
average. All regions were between 0.5 and 1.5 °C warmer than average. Rainfall was 92% of average, 
and it was drier than average in south-west England, eastern Scotland and the far north of England, but 
wetter than average in parts of southern England and western Scotland. Sunshine was 115% of average, 
and it was particularly sunny in western Scotland and north Wales, but sunshine was near or slightly 
below average in some counties bordering the North Sea.

The UK monthly extremes were as follows: A maximum temperature of 27.7 °C was recorded at Plockton 
(Ross & Cromarty) on the 9th. A minimum temperature of -5.7 °C was recorded at Tulloch Bridge 
(Inverness-shire) on the 14th. In the 24 hours ending at 0900 GMT on the 2nd, 81.2 mm of rain fell at 
Alltdearg House, near Sligachan (Isle of Skye). A wind gust of 53 knots (61 mph) was recorded at South 
Uist (Western Isles) on the 2nd.

May was a relatively quiet month, but heavy thundery showers occurred quite frequently. They were quite 
widespread on the 6th, when there were reports of trains being disrupted between Leicester and 
Nuneaton due to a lightning strike, but otherwise few impacts were noted.

Thundery showers, and some longer outbreaks of rain in the south, brought more widespread impacts on 
the 10th. Impacts were noted on the M4 in south-east Wales during the Wednesday morning rush hour, 
roads near Lewisham Station were impassable due to deep water and the first day of the Royal Windsor 
Horse Show was cancelled due to weather for the first time in its history. Woking was notably affected, 
where a number of houses were flooded and a rest centre was required to shelter some evacuated 
residents. In addition three schools in the area suffered flooding and were required to close. There were 
also reports of vehicle collisions with fallen trees overnight near Addlestone. Impacts on the 11th were 
fewer, but more road flooding was reported in SE Wales during the late afternoon and evening, 
particularly in the Cardiff area.

After a long quiet spell, lightning strikes on the 27th caused some short-term power cuts in 
Pembrokeshire, and some flooding was also reported in Powys, with the A40 being closed completely 
and also in Glenneath, where FRS assistance was needed in several incidents. On the 28th, there were 
roads and an animal hospital reported to be flooded in Sussex. The Fire Service in Brighton reported 
increased call volume from flood-related incidents and urged the public to heed Met Office weather 
warnings. South Wales saw more flooding too, with road flooding in Carmarthenshire and the Fire 
Service being called out to a number of incidents.

On the 31st, flooding was reported in Southend and Canvey town centres, on the M25 and other roads in 
the south-east and East Anglia- and several fallen trees were reported to have blocked roads in the 
warning area. A landslip blocked the rail line between Strood and Tonbridge causing disruption for much 
of the day.

Source: The Met Office.
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UK WEATHER DIARY
England

1st to 6th:

The 1st was dry, sunny and warm in the south-east, but turned cloudy elsewhere, as a belt of rain spread 
south-eastwards, turning light and patchy by evening. Rain affected all parts on the 2nd, and then brighter 
showery conditions spread into the north and Midlands. The 3rd was mostly dry and bright with average 
temperatures, though central and northern parts had showers early in the day. The 4th and 5th were dry 
and sunny everywhere, and it turned warmer. The sunshine was somewhat hazier on the 6th, particularly 
in the west, but it was very warm with some places exceeding 20 °C.

7th to 11th:

It was very warm again on the 7th except in the north-east, with some thundery showers over the west 
Midlands late in the day. The 8th was cloudy in the south-west, while showers faded in central areas, but 
otherwise it was dry, sunny and very warm away from north-eastern coasts, with a maximum of 27.1°C at 
St James's Park and Northolt (London). The 9th continued sunny and warm for most, but it was cooler on 
the east coast and cloudier with rain, accompanied locally by thunder, in the south and south-west. The 
rain spread north-eastwards on the 10th giving a cooler and wet day for most of the country, with only the 
far north staying warm, dry and sunny. The 11th continued dry and sunny in the far north and cloudy 
elsewhere, with rain or showers, and some heavy and thundery showers over the south Midlands.

12th to 16th:

Rain cleared the south-west by afternoon on the 12th, leaving a dry, sunny and warm day for most, but it 
was cooler and foggy on the east coast, and scattered thundery showers developed in the south. The 
13th remained warm with scattered thundery showers near the south coast, but it was cooler elsewhere, 
with cloud and scattered light showers in the east but plenty of sunshine in the west and south. After a 
cold start in some places on the 14th with -4.7°C at Shap (Cumbria), it was a cool day with isolated 
showers down the east coast, but mainly dry sunny weather elsewhere. The 15th was dry and generally 
sunny with near-average temperatures. The 16th was warmer and remained dry and mainly sunny.

17th to 23rd:

The 17th had a dry bright start, especially in the east, but cloud and rain spread from the west. The 18th 
was cool and cloudy down the spine of England with rain slowly moving east, but it was brighter with 
some showers in the south-west. The 19th started foggy in many eastern coastal areas but dry and bright 
elsewhere, then rain spread from the west from late morning, heaviest in the north, light and patchy in the 
south. There was a mix of sunshine and showers in the north early on the 20th, otherwise it was dry but 
mostly cloudy, and persistent rain spread from the south-west during the evening, reaching all parts 
except the south-east and East Anglia. The 21st was mostly cloudy with patchy rain but a belt of heavy 
rain crossed the north, and another area moved east across the south coast, and thunderstorms affected 
the far south-east. The 22nd was a day of sunshine and widespread heavy and locally thundery showers. 
The 23rd was dry for many parts with sunny spells, but sharp showers developed in central parts.

24th to 27th:

The 24th was dry and sunny, especially in the south-west. The 25th was cool and cloudy except in the 
south-west, and rain spread into eastern coastal areas. The 26th turned dry and sunny in the south but it 
remained cool, cloudy and wet over the Midlands and north. The 27th was generally bright or sunny 
except in the north-east, with some locally heavy showers over the south, and 51.9 mm of rain was 
recorded at Ringmer Bishops Lane (Sussex.)

28th to 31st:
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The 28th started dry for most, with early showers over the west Midlands dying out, but scattered 
thundery showers affected southern areas, mainly the south-east in the afternoon and the south-west in 
the evening. The 29th was cloudy in many eastern areas with fog and drizzle down the east coast, but 
dry, sunny and warm in the west. The 30th was similar, but cloudy conditions extended further west and 
showery rain spread into the south-east during the afternoon and evening. It was sunny in the west on 
the 31st with 15.4 hours of sunshine at Morecambe (Lancashire), but cloudy in the east with heavy rain 
moving west, which brought widespread thunderstorms to East Anglia and the south-east in the early 
morning.

Wales 

1st to 6th:

It was cloudy and wet on the 1st, but turned drier by the evening. The morning of the 2nd was also dull 
and wet, but the rain cleared to leave sunshine and scattered showers, and it was windy with a gust to 54 
mph at Capel Curig (Gwynedd). It was mostly dry and sunny on the 3rd although there were a few well-
scattered showers. The 4th and 5th were warm, dry and sunny throughout. The 6th was also dry and 
warm, with temperatures in the high teens, but it was cloudier, particularly along western coasts.

7th to 11th:

It was warm again on the 7th, but cloudy, and many places were wet, with thundery showers especially 
affecting the north-west in the early evening. There were isolated showers on the 8th, but otherwise it 
was quite sunny and very warm. The 9th was very warm, with 25.5°C at Prestatyn (Clwyd), but it was 
cloudier, particularly in the south, with some rain or showers, which turned thundery in the afternoon. It 
was generally cloudy, wet and considerably cooler on the 10th. The 11th had further cloud and rain, 
which turned heavy in the south from late afternoon, resulting in 31.4mm at Cardiff (South Glamorgan.)

12th to 16th:

There were some showers in the south early on the 12th, but otherwise it was dry, sunny and warm. It 
was cooler on the 13th but dry and sunny, with some late afternoon showers in the south. It was sunny 
and dry for all parts on the 14th, though quite cool. There was a cool start to the 15th, with -1.4 °C at 
Sennybridge (Powys), but the day was dry and sunny and generally a little warmer. The 16th stayed dry 
and sunny throughout, and turned warm.

17th to 22nd:

The 17th started dry and bright, and it was quite warm, but cloud and rain soon spread from the west. 
The 18th was a day of sunshine and showers but the showers died out during the evening. The 19th 
started dry and bright but rain spread eastwards across the country around midday, followed by brighter 
showery weather. The 20th started dry, bright and quite warm, but it turned wet everywhere from early 
evening. The 21st was generally cloudy except in the far north, with patchy rain turning heavy and 
persistent by midday, more especially in the south and west, but it turned drier into the evening. The 22nd 
was sunny but with scattered showers, which particularly affected the west.

23rd to 26th:

The 23rd had some isolated showers in the south, but elsewhere it was dry and quite warm with sunny 
spells. The 24th was a dry sunny day and it turned warmer. The 25th was dry but much cooler and 
cloudier, particularly in the east. The 26th was warmer, with some sunny spells for the west and south, 
accompanied by late evening showers over Pembrokeshire, but it was cloudy with some rain in the north.

27th to 31st:

The 27th was sunny in the north but cloudier in the south, with widespread, locally heavy and thundery 
showers. The 28th was generally sunny, but with scattered sharp showers, which became organised and 
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thundery through Dyfed and Gwynedd during the afternoon. It was dry and sunny on the 29th and the 
30th, and Valley in Gwynedd recorded 15.1hrs of bright sunshine on the 30th. It was sunny again on the 
31st with temperatures exceeding 23 °C in some places, but cloud spread from the east during the 
evening.

Scotland 

1st to 5th:

The 1st was cloudy and wet, with 81.2 mm of rain at Skye Alltdearg House (Invernesshire), but there was 
a drier interval in the afternoon before more rain spread from the west. The 2nd started wet with gusty 
winds, then the rain cleared south to leave sunshine and widespread showers, some heavy and 
thundery, and a gust of 61 mph was reported in South Uist (Western Isles). The 3rd was also windy with 
sunshine and showers, although the showers became fewer after midday. The 4th was windy and quite 
cloudy, with some rain in the west. The 5th had patchy rain and strong winds over the Hebrides, and it 
was quite cloudy in Lothian, but elsewhere it was dry and warm with plenty of sunshine.

6th to 12th:

The 6th was a dry day, and it was warm and sunny except near the east coast. The 7th was cloudier, with 
some rain across Argyll and the north-west Highlands while other areas stayed dry. Early showers 
became confined to northern areas on the 8th, otherwise it was dry and warm with some sunny intervals. 
The 9th was dry and sunny everywhere, and very warm away from the east coast, with Plockton (Ross & 
Cromarty) reaching 27.7 °C. The 10th continued dry and sunny, though generally not quite as warm as 
the previous day. The warm dry sunny conditions persisted on the 11th, and again for most on the 12th, 
although showers developed in central areas on the afternoon of the 12th.

13th to 16th:

The 13th was cooler and generally cloudier, though still with some sunny intervals, and some light rain in 
the south in the morning. The 14th started cold, with -5.7 °C overnight at Tulloch Bridge (Invernesshire), 
and a sunny day followed for most, although the north saw some showers in the evening. The 15th had 
early showers in Shetland and it was quite cloudy in the north, but sunny in the south. The 16th was dry 
and quite warm, cloudy in the north but sunny in the south.

17th to 22nd:

The 17th started bright and quite warm in the east, but cloud and rain spread from the west during the 
afternoon. The 18th was generally cloudy and showery, and it was quite warm in the south-east but 
cooler elsewhere, with some persistent rain in the north. It was cool and cloudy on the 19th with rain in 
the west spreading eastwards to all areas by mid-afternoon, and turning foggy on the east coast. The 
20th was sunny and quite warm near the east coast, with showers elsewhere, but persistent rain spread 
to all areas from the south-west from late afternoon. The 21st had a generally cloudy and wet morning, 
followed by brighter conditions with widespread showers. The 22nd was a day of sunshine and showers, 
and it was warm across the Borders and Central Lowlands, and sunny in the far north, but with frequent 
showers across the Grampians and north-west.

23rd to 31st:

The 23rd was also showery over the Grampians but mostly sunny elsewhere and warm in places. The 
24th was mostly dry, particularly warm in Argyll and very sunny over the Western Isles. The 25th started 
sunny and dry, but it turned cloudy in eastern areas, with rain spreading into the Borders. It was cool, 
cloudy and wet in the Central Lowlands on the 26th but sunny and dry in the north-west. Cool and cloudy 
over the east on the 27th with some patchy light rain, but warm and sunny further the west, Stornoway 
(Western Isles) recording 15.9 hours of sunshine. After a generally cloudy start to the 28th with showers 
over the Western Isles, it turned brighter and warm everywhere, but the showers persisted over the north-
west. The 29th was generally warm and sunny, but with thundery showers over the north-west Highlands 
and parts of Grampian. The 30th started cloudy away from the Western Isles; the cloud burned back 
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eastwards during the day, leaving warm sunshine, but showers developed through the Central Belt in the 
afternoon. The 31st was cool with persistent cloud and drizzle near coasts in the north-east, but sunny 
and warm inland and in the south, with 16.0 hours of sunshine at Leuchars (Fife), the month's highest.

Northern Ireland 

1st to 4th:

The 1st was cloudy with near-average temperatures, with rain early and late in the day and a drier 
interval around midday. The 2nd started cloudy and wet, clearing to sunshine and showers from late 
morning; some showers were heavy and thundery, and it was windy with gusts up to 52mph at Killowen 
(Down). The 3rd again saw sunshine and showers, but the showers faded out after midday, and the 
evening was dry. The 4th was a warmer but increasingly windy day with early sunshine followed by cloud 
and patchy rain.

5th to 12th:

The 5th was sunny, mostly dry and warm, and it remained dry, sunny and warm on the 6th. The 7th was 
cloudy and wet, the rain becoming patchier in late evening. The 8th dawned with patchy fog, clearing to 
leave a sunny, warm day. The 9th was very warm with hazy sunshine (25.3 °C at Edenfel (Tyrone)), with 
just a few showers in the south-east. The 10th was another dry sunny day in the north, but it clouded over 
from the south with some rain by evening. The 11th was quite warm with sunshine and showers, drying 
up in the evening. Apart from a few showers in the south-east early on the 12th, it was dry, sunny and 
warm.

13th to 16th:

The 13th was another warm day in the west, but rather cooler than of late in the east, while all parts were 
dry with plenty of sunshine. The 14th was much cooler everywhere, but it remained dry and sunny. The 
15th started cold in most places with a minimum of -3.2°C at Katesbridge (Down), and it was a cloudier 
day near the north coast, but elsewhere it was another dry sunny day. The 16th was dry with more cloud 
in most places, but it remained sunny in the south, where it also turned warmer.

17th to 22nd:

Although the 17th was quite warm, there was a marked change in the weather pattern, with cloud and 
rain spreading from the west. The 18th was cooler and mostly cloudy, with occasional sunshine and 
some isolated showers. The 19th started cloudy and wet, then turned brighter with some showers. The 
20th started bright with a few showers, but it turned wet from around midday, with 24.8 mm of rain at 
Magilligan (Londonderry). Rain cleared the north on the 21st, followed by sunshine and showers. The 
22nd was a day of sunshine and showers, the showers heavy in Antrim, and it was quite warm away from 
coasts.

23rd to 31st:

The 23rd was cloudier but still with some sunny intervals, and some showers in the Spernins. The 24th 
was a warm, dry and sunny day. The 25th started sunny and dry, but turned cloudy from the east, with 
some late evening rain. The 26th was overcast and cool with patchy rain throughout the day. The 27th 
also dawned cloudy with patchy rain, but it became drier and brighter during the afternoon. The 28th was 
a warm and bright day with showers, mainly in the west, turning thundery in the evening. The 29th was 
warm and sunny with some scattered showers, these mainly in the south. Patchy low cloud and fog on 
the 30th cleared away to leave a warm sunny day with a few showers developing over Fermanagh in the 
afternoon, and 15.5 hours of sunshine recorded at Ballywatticock (Down.) The 31st was another dry 
sunny day following the clearance of early low cloud, and temperatures reached 21°C in many places.

Source: The Met Office
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NOTABLE WEATHER ACROSS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
18 May

Prolonged and heavy rain causes localised flooding across the county. The road between Brixworth and 
Spratton is closed due to flooding around the Brampton Brook. A storm total of 8.2mm is recorded at 
Pitsford, with particularly heavy downpours being recorded during the late morning.
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OUTLOOK FOR JUNE (AND SUMMER) 

Latest seasonal models have come into some alignment and suggest the summer period overall could be 
dominated by higher pressure. As a result more in the way of settled conditions may be expected.

The broader evolution through April and into early May was towards a more ‘average’ and typical UK 
summer but now a slight bias towards a drier and warmer summer overall is present.

There is likely to be at least one primary period of interest during the summer which may produce some 
of the best conditions, that may well be earlier in the season with perhaps more in the way of unsettled 
conditions late on.

A more active Atlantic hurricane season this year may also support, or at least aid in, producing more 
unsettled conditions late in the summer too. It could also increase the risk of some temporary late 
summer heat as well.

The summer period does have a lot of uncertainty surrounding it. This is primarily due to changes in the 
signals from seasonal models over the last month and a half, but also other global factors like on-going 
changes to the SST anomalies within the N Atlantic as well as the expected development of La Nina after 
a very strong El Nino through the winter period.

The most recent update of the ECMWF Seasonal model has trended towards a signal for higher pressure 
to be more influential just to the south and south-west of the UK. This may well be highlighting a greater 
influence of the Azores high this summer and, as is often the case, if the Azores high is quite dominant 
then it can often bring spells of fine weather to the UK, deflecting the jet stream to the north. There is, 
however, a lack of any clear model signal from the ECMWF regarding precipitation and temperature, but 
with a slight bias (emphasis on slight) towards slight wetter than average conditions and generally near 
average temperatures which is rather a conflicting signal.

The outlook for Spring is provided by The Weather Outlook, www.theweatheroutlook.com. It does not 
necessary represent the opinion of forecasters at Pitsford Weather Centre.
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SPECIAL REPORT: The warmest April on record

April 2016 was the warmest April on record globally – and the seventh month in a row to have broken 
global temperature records. The latest figures smashed the previous record for April by the largest 
margin ever recorded. It makes three months in a row that the monthly record has been broken by the 
largest margin ever, and seven months in a row that are at least 1C above the 1951-80 mean for that 
month. When the string of record-smashing months started in February, scientists began talking about a 
“climate emergency”.

Figures released by Nasa over the weekend show the global temperature of land and sea was 1.11C 
warmer in April than the average temperature for April during the period 1951-1980. It all but assures that 
2016 will be the hottest year on record, and probably by the largest margin ever.

The new record broke the previous one by 0.24C, which was set in 2010, at 0.87C above the baseline 
average for May. That record itself broke one set three years earlier at 0.75C above the baseline average 
for May.
The current blast of hot air around the globe is being spurred by a massive El Niño, which is a release of 
warm water across the Pacific Ocean. But it’s not the biggest El Niño on record and that spike in 
temperatures is occurring over a background of rapid global warming, pushing temperatures to all-time 
highs.

 “The interesting thing is the scale at which we’re breaking records,” said Andy Pitman, director of the 
ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate System Science at the University of New South Wales in Australia. 
“It’s clearly all heading in the wrong direction.

“Climate scientists have been warning about this since at least the 1980s. And it’s been obvious since the 
2000s. So where’s the surprise?” said Pitman.
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Pit
man has said the recent figures put the recent goal agreed in Paris of just 1.5C warming in doubt. “The 
1.5C target, it’s wishful thinking. I don’t know if you’d get 1.5C if you stopped emissions today. There’s 
inertia in the system. It’s putting intense pressure on 2C,” he said.

The record temperatures were wreaking havoc with ecosystems around the world. They’ve triggered the 
third recorded global coral bleaching, and in Australia 93% of the reefs have been affected by 
bleaching along the 2,300km Great Barrier Reef. In the northern parts of the reef, it’s expected the 
majority of coral is dead, and on some reefs over 90% of the coral is dying.

A recent analysis showed the bleaching on the Great Barrier Reef was made 175 times more likely 
because of climate change, and the conditions that caused it would be average in fewer than 20 years.

The May figures come as the symbolic milestone of CO2 concentrations of 400 parts per million (ppm) 
have been broken at the important Cape Grim measuring station in Tasmania, Australia.

Reflecting on the CO2 concentrations, Pitman said: “The thing that’s causing that warming, is going up 
and up and up. So the cool ocean temperatures we will get with a La Niña are warmer than we’d ever 
seen more than a few decades ago … This is a full-scale punching of the reef system on an ongoing 
basis with some occasionally really nasty kicks and it isn’t going to recover.”
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APPENDIX 1: Pitsford Weather Centre

Rooftop Weather Enclosure and Office

Large Pattern Stevenson screen with
Sheathed pattern maximum and 
minimum thermometers
Sheathed pattern wet and dry bulb 
ordinary thermometers
Thermograph 
Hygrograph
Piché evaporimeter

Small Pattern Stevenson screen with duplicate 
sheathed maximum, minimum, wet and 
dry bulb thermometers

Campbell-Stokes sunshine recorder (UK Met 
Office MK2)

Instromet Ltd Electronic sunshine recorder 

Standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge with 
additional check gauge (same pattern)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (UK Met Office 
MK1 – daily clock)

Tilting siphon rainfall recorder (Casella pattern – 
weekly clock)

Wind Vane

Totalising cup-counter anemometer 

Generator-type anemometer and wind vane 
(Metcheck)

Fortin-pattern mercurial barometer

Precision Aneroid Barometer 

Open-scale micro-barograph 

Concrete slab & minimum thermometer

Artificial grass surface & grass minimum 
thermometer

Boltek LD-250 Lightning Detector

Online Automatic Weather Station (OLAWS)

Instromet Ltd Climatica Executive system 
comprising:

Wet and dry bulb temperature sensors
Rainfall sensor
Wind speed and direction sensor
Electronic sunshine recorder
Datalogging unit with barometric 
pressure sensor

 2 Davis Vantage Pro systems1 comprising:
Electronic temperature & humidity 
sensor
Wind speed & direction sensor
Rainfall sensor (tipping bucket)
UV and solar radiation sensors

Web cams – Logitech C615 HD mounted in 2 
locations

Software – Weather Display & Weatherlink

Archive

The station holds weather records for 
Northamptonshire dating from 1880. Access to 
these records is restricted, although requests for 
data can be made in writing to the station 
manager at Pitsford.

Web site

The main URL for the station’s web site is 
www.northantsweather.org.uk

The site has pages containing local forecast 
information, recently collected weather data 
(including real-time data gathered from the 
online automatic weather station), archived data 
from 1998 to the present, as well as links to 
many useful sources of weather information.

1 One cabled (in use), one wireless (not in 
service)
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APPENDIX 2: Code Descriptions used in the Register of 
Climatological Observations

Visibility codes

X Dense Fog <20m
E Dense Fog 20m
0 Thick Fog up to 40m
1 Thick Fog up to 100m
2 Fog up to 200m
3 Moderate Fog up to 400m
4 Very poor visibility up to 1000m
5 Poor visibility up to 2km
6 Moderate visibility up to 7km
7 Good visibility up to 20km
8 Very good visibility up to 30km
9 Excellent visibility 40km

State of the Concrete Slab 

0 Dry 
1 Moist 
2 Wet 
3 Icy 

State of the Grass
0 Dry with no deposits
1 Wet with dew only
2 Wet from fog (some dew present)
3 Wet from falling rain or drizzle
4 Wet from the melting of frozen 
deposits listed as codes 5-9, or from sleet
5 Ice resulting from the freezing of 1-3 or the 
refreezing of 4
6 Ice of glaze resulting from freezing of rain or 
drizzle on cold surface or ice from hail
7 Hoar frost - direct deposition of crystals from air
8 Rime - direct deposition of crystals from supercooled 
freezing fog or falling ice prisms or fall ice crystals
9 Snow 

Present Weather

00 -- clear skies
01 -- clouds dissolving
02 -- state of sky unchanged
03 -- clouds developing
Haze, smoke, dust or sand
04 -- visibility reduced by smoke
05 -- haze
06 -- widespread dust in suspension not raised by wind
07 -- dust or sand raised by wind
08 -- well developed dust or sand whirls
09 -- dust or sand storm within sight but not at station
Non-precipitation events
10 -- mist
11 -- patches of shallow fog
12 -- continuous shallow fog
13 -- lightning visible, no thunder heard
14 -- precipitation within sight but not hitting ground
15 -- distant precipitation but not falling at station
16 -- nearby precipitation but not falling at station
17 -- thunderstorm but no precipitation falling at station
18 -- squalls within sight but no precipitation falling at station
19 -- funnel clouds within sight
Precipitation within past hour but not at observation time
20 -- drizzle
21 -- rain
22 -- snow

23 -- rain and snow
24 -- freezing rain
25 -- rain showers
26 -- snow showers
27 -- hail showers
28 -- fog
29 -- thunderstorms
Duststorm, sandstorm, drifting or blowing snow
30 -- slight to moderate duststorm, decreasing in intensity
31 -- slight to moderate duststorm, no change
32 -- slight to moderate duststorm, increasing in intensity
33 -- severe duststorm, decreasing in intensity
34 -- severe duststorm, no change
35 -- severe duststorm, increasing in intensity
36 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, below eye level
37 -- heavy drifting snow, below eye level
38 -- slight to moderate drifting snow, above eye level
39 -- heavy drifting snow, above eye level
Fog or ice fog
40 -- Fog at a distance
41 -- patches of fog
42 -- fog, sky visible, thinning
43 -- fog, sky not visible, thinning
44 -- fog, sky visible, no change
45 -- fog, sky not visible, no change
46 -- fog, sky visible, becoming thicker
47 -- fog, sky not visible, becoming thicker
48 -- fog, depositing rime, sky visible
49 -- fog, depositing rime, sky not visible
Drizzle
50 -- intermittent light drizzle
51 -- continuous light drizzle
52 -- intermittent moderate drizzle
53 -- continuous moderate drizzle
54 -- intermittent heavy drizzle
55 -- continuous heavy drizzle
56 -- light freezing drizzle
57 -- moderate to heavy freezing drizzle
58 -- light drizzle and rain
59 -- moderate to heavy drizzle and rain
Rain
60 -- intermittent light rain
61 -- continuous light rain
62 -- intermittent moderate rain
63 -- continuous moderate rain
64 -- intermittent heavy rain
65 -- continuous heavy rain
66 -- light freezing rain
67 -- moderate to heavy freezing rain
68 -- light rain and snow
69 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow
Snow
70 -- intermittent light snow
71 -- continuous light snow
72 -- intermittent moderate snow
73 -- continuous moderate snow
74 -- intermittent heavy snow
75 -- continuous heavy snow
76 -- diamond dust
77 -- snow grains
78 -- snow crystals
79 -- ice pellets
Showers
80 -- light rain showers
81 -- moderate to heavy rain showers
82 -- violent rain showers
83 -- light rain and snow showers
84 -- moderate to heavy rain and snow showers
85 -- light snow showers
86 -- moderate to heavy snow showers
87 -- light snow/ice pellet showers
88 -- moderate to heavy snow/ice pellet showers
89 -- light hail showers
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90 -- moderate to heavy hail showers

Thunderstorms
91 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light rain
92 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only moderate to 
heavy rain
93 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only light snow or 
rain/snow mix

94 -- thunderstorm in past hour, currently only moderate to 
heavy snow or rain/snow mix
95 -- light to moderate thunderstorm
96 -- light to moderate thunderstorm with hail
97 -- heavy thunderstorm
98 -- heavy thunderstorm with duststorm
99 -- heavy thunderstorm with hail 

APPENDIX 3: 

1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford

 
Mean Max 

(C)
Mean Min 

(C)
Mean 

(C)
Rain 
(mm)

Sunshine 
(hrs)

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49
February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5
March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2
April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3
May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7
June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1
July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7
August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2
September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3
October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1
November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4
December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4
Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9
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