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REVIEW OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
Headline:  Temperatures fairly static and rainfall substantially below average.  
 
Conditions were cyclonic across the British Isles as the new month began. However, only relatively weak 

frontal systems circulated the low and the 1st was a generally fine day albeit rather cloudy with a brisk 

breeze. A ridge of high pressure moved in from the south-west on the 2nd, but very quickly slipped away 

to the south-east on the 3rd.  However, before the high left the county enjoyed weather that remained fair 

and with some prolonged sunshine on the 3rd.  

The 4th saw an incursion of some cold fronts from the north-west.  It was a chilly start to the day and the 

day remained generally rather cloudy, ending with some outbreaks of rain during the evening. However, 

high pressure developed to the south-west on the 5th and then moved to influence the weather across 

the British Isles for the next few days.  Daytime temperatures started to climb and, although the early 

mornings remained chilly, even with some mist on the 8th, most days saw some prolonged spells of 

sunshine. The 9th was an exceptionally fine day with unbroken sunshine from dawn until dusk and 

temperatures reached 21.4C, the warmest day of the year so far.  A weak cold front introduced fresher air 

from the north-west on the 10th, but it remained fine and dry with continued spells of sunshine.  

The high began to retreat from the UK from the 12th which was a cloudy and breezy day. The passage of 

a cold front later in the day introduced some scattered outbreaks of light rain. The north-westerly breeze 

made for quite a chilly few days and with weak frontal systems tracking east and south-eastwards across 

the UK, the Easter period was generally rather cloudy with a scattering of light showers during the 

afternoon on Easter Sunday.  

A weak frontal system lay across the southern half of the UK on the 18th, but generally pressure began to 

increase across the UK from southern Scandinavia over the next few days.  The county continued to 

enjoy several days of fine weather with some occasional spells of sunshine, particularly on the 19th 

(10.9hrs) although the 20th and 21st were somewhat cloudy with the mainly north-westerly breeze 

drawing in cloud off the North Sea.  However, there was a return to sunshine on the 22nd.  
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Pressure began to fall across the UK on the 22nd as an area of low pressure tracked past the north of 

Scotland and then remained fairly stationary over southern Scandinavia and the North Sea.  Showers 

were felt across the county on the 24th as frontal systems slipped south-eastwards associated with this 

system. The introduction of a northerly airflow made for some colder days and the 25th began with a 

slight air frost. In fact, a hailstorm developed later this same day with thunder, this then clearing to brief 

falls of light snow during the evening. Temperatures over the next few days made a slow recovery, but 

there remained isolated rain showers on the 26th and 27th.  High pressure had developed west of Ireland 

on the 25th but never progressed sufficiently eastwards to combat the influence of the Scandinavian low.  

Apart from the 7.4hrs on the 25th, this period remained fairly overcast.  

As the month came to a close the pressure system reversed with high pressure forming to the east and 

low pressure to the west. Conditions remained fairly settled across the UK apart from on  the 30th when a 

active frontal system tracked eastwards introducing scattered outbreaks of rain.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hail and thunder recorded at Pitsford during the late afternoon on the 25th. 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL STATISTICS 

 
The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for April 2017. Observations are made by 
automatic weather station calibrated regularly against standard pattern instruments. The reset time for daily 
observations is 0900 GMT.  Averages refer to the period 1981-2010.  
 
 

Summary for April 2017  
 

Air Temperatures:       
The Highest Maximum: 21.4 C on  09 at  15:48 
The Lowest Maximum: 9.4 C on  25 at  16:07 
The Highest Minimum: 8.5 C on  20 at  10:00 
The Lowest Minimum: -0.2 C on  24 at  05:16 
The Mean Maximum: 14 C     
The Mean Minimum: 4.6 C     
The Overall Mean: 9.3 C     
Difference from the Monthly Mean: -0.1 C     
       
Relative Humidity:       
Highest Relative Humidity: 100 % on 17 at  19:26 
Lowest Relative Humidity: 39 % on 19 at  12:02 
Mean Relative Humidity: 71.8 %     
       
Dew Point:       
The Highest Dew Point: 13.2 C on 20 at  12:20 
The Lowest Dew Point: -21 C on 24 at  21:32 
The Mean Dew Point: -8.2 C     
       
Rainfall:       
Total: 16.4 mm     
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 29.9 %     
Duration of Rainfall: 5.3 hrs     
Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 7 mm on 30   
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 9      
Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 7      
       
Sunshine:       
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 139.4 hrs     
Sunniest day: 13.7 hrs on 08   
No. of days without sunshine: 4      
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 92.1 %     
       
The Highest Solar Radiation 1037 W/m2 on 26 at  14:00 
The Highest UV Index 5.3  on 29 at  12:50 
       
Pressure (reduced to sea level):       
The Highest Pressure: 1037.8 mb on 19 at  10:13 
The Lowest Pressure: 1005.8 mb on 30 at  18:44 
Mean Pressure: 1025.2 mb     
       
Winds       
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 122 miles     
The Highest Average Wind Speed: 24.1 mph on 26 at 15:38 
Run of wind (cumulative): 3658.6 miles     
Highest Maximum Gust: 36.9 mph on 25 at 17:19 
Bearing of Maximum Gust:  357      
No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0      
The Average Daily Wind Speed: 5.1 mph     
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Winds from the Following Directions:       
N 2      
NE 1      
E 1      
SE 1      
S 4      
SW 0      
W 9      
NW 12      
Calm 0      
       
Grass        
Lowest Grass Minimum: -1.1 C on 25 at 03:10 
Mean Grass Temperature: 9.8 C     
       
Concrete       
Lowest Concrete Minimum: 0 C on 25 at 05:00 
Mean Concrete Temperature: 12 C     
       
Evaporatranspiration: 61.78 mm     
       
Days with:       
Thunder: 1      
Hail <5mm: 1      
Hail >/=5mm: 0      
Snow or snow & rain: 1      
Snow lying: 0      
Fog: 0      
Air Frost: 1      
Duration of Air Frost: 0 hrs     
Ground Frost: 3      
Gales: 0      
 
Data © Pitsford Weather Centre 
 

 
 
Spring lambs on the Lamport Estate. 
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DAILY WEATHER LOG 

   
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Weather Centre during April 2017.  
 

1st: A fine day. Cloudy at first with a brisk breeze, but sunshine coming through later. Cloud amounts 
building to the point of threatening showers, but staying dry. Mild. Max. 16.0 °C Min. 5.4 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 19.9 mph Sunshine 3.2 hrs 

2nd: Continuing fine. Some spells of sunshine, but cloudy at times. Max. 15.8 °C Min. 3.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 13.0 mph Sunshine 2.8 hrs 

3rd: Continuing fine and dry with prolonged spells of sunshine. Warm by late afternoon. Max. 15.9 °C Min. 
4.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 20.8 mph Sunshine 9.3 hrs 

4th: A chilly start. Remaining cloudy throughout the day and mostly dry. Outbreaks of mainly light rain 
during the evening. Max. 12.7 °C Min. 3.4 °C Rain 0.2 mm Gust 21.5 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

5th: A fine day with lengthy spells of hazy sunshine in between varying amounts of cloud. Feeling warm in 
the sunshine. Max. 13.1 °C Min. 3.4 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 26.4 mph Sunshine 5.0 hrs 

6th: Another chilly start, but an otherwise fine day with prolonged spells of sunshine. Becoming mild, but 
feeling a touch cool in the shade. Max. 15.1 °C Min. 4.2 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 14.8 mph Sunshine 10.2 
hrs 

7th: Chilly to start again, but an otherwise fine day with spells of hazy sunshine. Mild. Max. 15.4 °C Min. 
2.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  9.4 mph Sunshine 5.7 hrs 

8th: Misty start, but low cloud during the morning clearing to warm sunshine later. Exceptionally mild 
through the afternoon. Max. 19.6 °C Min. 7.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  14.8 mph Sunshine 13.7 hrs 

9th: A fine day with unbroken sunshine from dawn until dusk and feeling warm. Max. 21.4 °C Min. 5.8 °C 
Rain 0.0 mm Gust  27.0 mph Sunshine 10.7 hrs 

10th: A significantly cooler and fresher day. Some spells of sunshine but staying generally cloudy 
throughout much of the day. Max. 11.1 °C Min. 4.1 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  26.0 mph Sunshine 10.2 hrs 

11th: A fine day with varying amounts of sunshine. Milder following a cooler fresher day on the 10th. Max. 
14.3 °C Min. 6.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  21.0 mph Sunshine 6.8 hrs 

12th: Largely cloudy and breezy at times. Outbreaks of rain during the evening. Max. 13.8 °C Min. 4.1 °C 
Rain 0.5 mm Gust 26.8 mph Sunshine 0.7 hrs 

13th: Dry, but with varying amounts of cloud following some early sunshine. Feeling chilly at times in the 
brisk NW’erly breeze. Max. 11.4 °C Min. 6.1 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 16.6 mph Sunshine 3.7 hrs 

14th: Mostly cloudy. Some occasional drizzle during the morning, but essentially dry until evening then 
rain. Max. 14.7 °C Min. 6.6 °C Rain 3.2 mm Gust 23.5 mph Sunshine 0.1 hrs 

15th: A fine day. Initially cloudy, but good spells of sunshine coming through by the end of the morning. 
Max. 13.0 °C Min. 5.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 24.6 mph Sunshine 6.3 hrs 

16th: Rather cool and cloudy. A scattering of light showers through the afternoon. Max. 12.5 °C Min. 5.7 
°C Rain 1.2 mm Gust 22.8 mph Sunshine 1.9 hrs 
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17th: A dull and grey Easter Monday, but otherwise staying dry. Breezy at times. Max. 12.5 °C Min. 2.3 °C 
Rain 0.0 mm Gust 27.5 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

18th: A fine day with largely unbroken sunshine. Max. 11.9 °C Min. 1.1 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  22.4 mph 
Sunshine 9.8 hrs 

19th: Another fine day with lengthy spells of sunshine. Max. 13.7 °C Min. 5.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  10.5 
mph Sunshine 10.9 hrs 

20th: Continuing dry, but remaining overcast throughout the day. Max. 14.7 °C Min. 8.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust  17.7 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

21st: Another fine day, but continuing grey and overcast. Max. 13.0 °C Min. 6.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust  21.9 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

22nd: A fine day with good spells of sunshine. Warmer than of late. Max. 14.9 °C Min. 4.1 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust  16.1 mph Sunshine 6.2 hrs 

23rd: Continuing fine. Initially quite cloudy, but sunshine working through during the morning. Feeling 
reasonably warm in the sunshine. Max. 15.6 °C Min. 5.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 13.4 mph Sunshine 5.5 
hrs 

24th: Mostly cloudy with showers during the late morning and early afternoon. Brighter skies to end the 
day, but turning colder overnight with an air frost before dawn on the 25 th. Becoming breezy. Max. 13.0 
°C Min. -0.2 °C Rain 0.9 mm Gust 29.8 mph Sunshine 0.3 hrs 

25th: A chilly start, but temperatures responding quickly during the morning in the sunshine. Cloud 
developing later bringing showers of hail through the afternoon. Hailstorm with thunder during the early 
evening and then brief falls of wet snow. Max. 9.4 °C Min. 1.3 °C Rain 1.9 mm Gust 36.9 mph Sunshine 
7.4 hrs 

26th: Chilly once again to start, but some spells of sunshine. Clouding over later with light rain showers 
during the afternoon. Max. 10.5 °C Min. 0.6 °C Rain 0.1 mm Gust 31.3 mph Sunshine 4.8 hrs 

27th: Once again, a cool start. Remaining cloudy for much of the day with an isolated shower during the 
first half of the afternoon. Outbreaks of rain during the first half of the night into the 28 th. Max. 10.0 °C 
Min. 5.6 °C Rain 1.4 mm Gust 19.9 mph Sunshine 0.8 hrs 

28th: Dry, but remaining overcast for much of the day. Negligible breeze. Max. 12.0 °C Min. 5.0 °C Rain 
0.0 mm Gust 10.1 mph Sunshine 0.3 hrs 

29th: Continuing fair with some spells of hazy sunshine, but turning cloudier later. Still very dry. Max. 13.7 
°C Min. 7.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 18.1 mph Sunshine 1.0 hrs 

30th: Spells of hazy sunshine during the morning, but turning cloudier later. Outbreaks of rain during the 
late evening and overnight. Max. 17.4 °C Min. 8.4 °C Rain 7.0 mm Gust 28.4 mph Sunshine 2.1 hrs 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA – APRIL 2017  

 
The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record.  Readings are taken by automatic 
weather station at 1 minute intervals. Regular calibration of the sensors is carried out against standard 
pattern instruments. Record values are always checked. The reset time for daily readings is standard at 0900 
GMT. Permission to use the data  for commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the centre 
manager, Pitsford Weather Centre, Pitsford School, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  
 

Date

High wind 

gust (mph)

Bearing of 

high gust (°)

Time of 

high gust

Minimum 

temp (C) 

Time of 

Minimum 

temp

Maximum 

temp (C)

Time of 

max temp

01/04/2017 19.9 212 10:00 5.4 6:09 16 16:16

02/04/2017 13 300 10:08 3.8 6:36 15.8 17:58

03/04/2017 20.8 160 14:33 4.3 6:50 15.9 15:09

04/04/2017 21.5 301 12:57 0 12:21 12.7 16:55

05/04/2017 26.4 336 16:11 3.4 6:06 13.1 14:05

06/04/2017 14.8 337 18:05 4.2 3:21 15.1 15:01

07/04/2017 9.4 318 12:21 2.8 6:03 15.4 16:13

08/04/2017 18 131 14:40 7.7 7:00 19.6 15:50

09/04/2017 14.8 156 11:26 5.8 7:00 21.4 15:48

10/04/2017 18.1 314 17:52 4.1 6:40 12.8 14:30

11/04/2017 21 278 16:41 6.6 1:22 14.3 16:06

12/04/2017 26.8 343 20:39 4.1 6:33 13.8 17:36

13/04/2017 16.6 318 10:12 6.1 5:42 11.4 16:21

14/04/2017 23.5 235 18:18 6.6 7:16 14.7 16:47

15/04/2017 24.6 295 18:38 5.7 3:43 13 15:52

16/04/2017 22.8 264 15:32 5.7 5:32 12.5 16:41

17/04/2017 27.5 357 4:12 2.3 6:34 12.5 19:33

18/04/2017 22.4 360 10:56 1.1 6:07 11.9 15:36

19/04/2017 10.5 183 2:09 5.7 5:28 13.7 16:27

20/04/2017 17.7 346 17:17 8.5 10:00 14.7 12:20

21/04/2017 21.9 317 15:00 6.8 4:18 13 13:44

22/04/2017 16.1 348 13:46 4.1 6:25 14.9 16:29

23/04/2017 14.5 230 9:36 5 4:10 15.6 15:34

24/04/2017 29.8 310 18:46 -0.2 5:16 13 12:15

25/04/2017 36.9 357 17:19 1.3 0:01 9.4 16:07

26/04/2017 31.3 358 15:29 0.6 6:20 10.5 15:03

27/04/2017 19.9 252 14:40 5.6 5:47 10 16:59

28/04/2017 10.1 325 13:24 5 4:23 12 14:12

29/04/2017 18.6 91 9:55 7.6 6:08 13.7 8:57

30/04/2017 28.4 89 10:31 8.4 6:30 17.4 14:01  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Minimum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

min 

pressure

Maximum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

max 

pressure

Maximum 

rainfall  

rate 

(mm/hr)

Time of 

max 

rainfall  

rate

Total 

rainfall  

(mm)

01/04/2017 1013 10:01 1024.9 09:44 0 10:00 0

02/04/2017 1024.9 10:00 1028.4 01:16 0 10:00 0

03/04/2017 1025.1 18:33 1027.9 10:00 0 10:00 0

04/04/2017 n/a  1033.3 09:33 0 12:21 0.2

05/04/2017 1031.8 17:00 1033.5 08:12 0 10:00 0

06/04/2017 1029.3 06:00 1033.4 10:25 0 10:00 0

07/04/2017 1026.5 05:18 1030.2 10:44 0 10:00 0

08/04/2017 1024.4 18:40 1027.2 10:20 0 00:00 0

09/04/2017 1024.3 19:28 1027.2 10:19 0 10:00 0

10/04/2017 n/a  1030.6 09:47 0 16:35 0

11/04/2017 1021.9 08:46 1030.6 10:41 0 10:00 0

12/04/2017 1020 17:34 1022.3 09:09 2.4 20:03 0.5

13/04/2017 1020.2 05:39 1022.4 10:31 0 10:00 0

14/04/2017 1018.3 17:33 1021.9 09:54 4.8 00:03 3.2

15/04/2017 1021.8 10:00 1025.4 09:28 0 10:00 0

16/04/2017 1022.4 19:29 1026 09:54 6 21:24 1.2

17/04/2017 1025.9 10:00 1033.1 09:37 0 10:00 0

18/04/2017 1033.1 10:00 1037.7 09:31 0 10:00 0

19/04/2017 1035.5 05:42 1037.8 10:13 0 10:00 0

20/04/2017 1033 05:54 1036.3 10:15 0 10:00 0

21/04/2017 1030.2 04:04 1033.6 10:00 0 10:00 0

22/04/2017 1029.1 05:31 1031.4 10:59 0 10:00 0

23/04/2017 1020.1 09:49 1029.5 10:02 0 10:00 0

24/04/2017 1016.9 03:57 1020.2 10:00 8.4 13:13 0.9

25/04/2017 1017.9 16:02 1022.2 09:45 8.4 17:39 1.9

26/04/2017 1022.1 10:00 1024.2 22:09 1.2 07:14 0.1

27/04/2017 1020 17:02 1022.8 10:12 6 00:41 1.4

28/04/2017 1019.5 01:52 1021.2 10:00 0 10:00 0

29/04/2017 1009.6 09:48 1019.9 11:14 0 10:00 0

30/04/2017 1005.8 18:44 1010.1 09:52 3.6 02:33 7  
 
 
Where no rainfall is recorded, the station returns a default time of 09:00 (GMT) or 10:00 (BST). 
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Avg temp 

for the day 

(C)

Total wind 

run 

(miles)

Highest 

avg wind 

speed 

(mph)

Time of 

high avg 

wind 

speed

Lowest 

humidity 

(%)

Time of 

low 

humidity

Highest 

humidity 

(%)

01/04/2017 9.8 143 14.7 10:05 55 16:10 96

02/04/2017 9.3 43.9 8.9 10:05 54 18:15 93

03/04/2017 10.1 120.6 14.6 16:00 54 14:32 74

04/04/2017 8 123.2 19.2 14:20 n/a  96

05/04/2017 8 158 18.7 16:14 58 14:32 95

06/04/2017 9 93 9.7 17:50 61 14:12 89

07/04/2017 9 33.9 5.5 11:57 58 16:15 97

08/04/2017 16.4 119.5 8.5 11:30 44 17:00 75

09/04/2017 16.4 63.2 8.8 14:38 43 16:35 77

10/04/2017 7.1 99 14.3 16:35 n/a  88

11/04/2017 10.1 154.8 12 16:43 56 13:24 86

12/04/2017 8.8 173.4 16.5 17:17 62 12:30 97

13/04/2017 8.8 82.2 12.3 10:19 58 16:28 83

14/04/2017 10.2 166.2 14.3 09:24 64 09:43 99

15/04/2017 8.8 147.3 16.4 17:44 45 15:25 90

16/04/2017 9 160.3 11.8 15:42 59 13:10 96

17/04/2017 6.5 108 16.8 04:21 39 19:33 100

18/04/2017 6.4 116.5 12.8 10:57 41 16:04 90

19/04/2017 9.2 67.8 8.1 05:34 39 12:02 90

20/04/2017 11.3 95.7 13.1 17:20 58 12:20 100

21/04/2017 10.3 163.3 13.1 14:33 60 15:03 100

22/04/2017 8.9 95.6 10 16:11 49 16:07 91

23/04/2017 9.8 62.8 7.2 09:45 48 13:56 98

24/04/2017 5.8 206.5 20.8 18:46 40 21:31 91

25/04/2017 4.1 241.1 22.1 17:24 39 11:54 90

26/04/2017 4.4 149.4 24.1 15:38 46 15:03 97

27/04/2017 7.6 145.7 13.2 17:19 62 10:52 97

28/04/2017 9 40.2 6.1 10:39 52 11:03 96

29/04/2017 10.2 167.8 11.5 06:52 43 02:46 100

30/04/2017 13.5 116.7 14.4 11:45 50 13:25 95  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Time of 

high 

humidity

Total 

evapotrans 

(mm)

Total 

sunshine 

(hrs)

High heat 

index (C)

Time of 

high heat 

index

High app 

temp (C)

Time of 

high app 

temp

01/04/2017 3:17 0 3.2 16 16:16 13.4 16:16

02/04/2017 4:58 0 2.8 15.8 17:58 15 17:58

03/04/2017 10:03 0 9.3 15.9 15:09 12.2 15:09

04/04/2017 19:49 0 0 12.7 16:55 10.4 12:21

05/04/2017 6:12 0 5 13.1 14:05 9 15:13

06/04/2017 7:11 0 10.2 15.1 15:01 13.4 15:01

07/04/2017 6:26 0 5.7 15.4 16:13 14.1 16:13

08/04/2017 10:00 0 13.7 19.3 15:50 17.8 15:30

09/04/2017 10:06 0 10.7 19.6 15:48 18.2 15:48

10/04/2017 7:05 0 10.2 11.7 16:37 7.6 16:37

11/04/2017 5:48 0 6.8 14.3 16:06 12.5 18:48

12/04/2017 19:56 0 0.7 13.8 17:36 11.4 16:36

13/04/2017 2:07 0 3.7 11.4 16:21 9.1 19:18

14/04/2017 0:02 0 0.1 14.7 16:47 13 16:46

15/04/2017 9:28 0 6.3 13 15:52 8.1 14:34

16/04/2017 21:29 0 1.9 12.5 16:41 10.4 18:03

17/04/2017 19:26 0 0 12.5 19:33 10.8 19:33

18/04/2017 4:35 0 9.8 11.9 15:36 8.5 15:36

19/04/2017 9:22 0 10.9 13.7 16:27 11.6 16:27

20/04/2017 12:00 0 0 14.7 12:20 15 12:20

21/04/2017 1:47 0 0 13 13:44 10.7 11:02

22/04/2017 9:37 0 6.2 14.9 16:29 12.8 15:19

23/04/2017 9:56 0 5.5 15.6 15:34 13.8 15:34

24/04/2017 14:54 0 0.3 13 12:15 10.6 12:26

25/04/2017 18:58 0 7.4 9.4 16:07 5.3 14:52

26/04/2017 17:01 0 4.8 10.5 15:03 5.7 17:33

27/04/2017 1:28 0 0.8 10 16:59 7.2 16:59

28/04/2017 11:05 0 0.3 12 14:12 10.9 17:11

29/04/2017 22:50 0 1 13.7 8:57 10.6 8:57

30/04/2017 2:29 0 2.1 17.4 14:01 14.3 14:03  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Low app 

temp (C)

Time of low 

app temp

High hourly 

rain (mm)

Time of 

high hourly 

rain

Low wind 

chill (C)

Time of low 

wind chill

High dew 

point (C)

01/04/2017 2 5:15 0 10:00 3.2 5:18 8.8

02/04/2017 1.3 6:36 0 10:00 3 7:11 7.9

03/04/2017 6.6 21:33 0 10:00 8.7 21:22 8.6

04/04/2017 -0.3 7:45 0 12:21 0 12:21 10.5

05/04/2017 0.6 5:10 0 10:00 2 5:23 6.7

06/04/2017 2.4 3:21 0 10:00 3.9 4:46 8.5

07/04/2017 1 6:04 0 10:00 2.8 6:03 8.4

08/04/2017 9.8 10:10 0 0:00 11.3 10:10 2.2

09/04/2017 9.6 10:16 0 10:00 11.1 10:16 10.3

10/04/2017 0 16:35 0 16:35 0 16:35 5

11/04/2017 1.8 1:11 0 10:00 3.6 1:17 8

12/04/2017 0.8 6:34 0.5 20:07 2 6:34 9.1

13/04/2017 3.2 10:11 0 10:00 5.4 10:11 6.3

14/04/2017 1.4 9:25 1.2 20:24 3.8 7:34 10.8

15/04/2017 2.4 10:01 0 10:00 4.5 23:11 7.9

16/04/2017 2.1 5:15 0.6 21:24 3.3 5:12 9.2

17/04/2017 -3.4 6:24 0 10:00 -1.9 6:24 8.8

18/04/2017 -1.5 5:53 0 10:00 1.1 6:07 5.6

19/04/2017 1.7 5:39 0 10:00 3.1 5:39 6.8

20/04/2017 6.8 10:12 0 10:00 8.3 10:11 13.2

21/04/2017 2.1 7:04 0 10:00 3.8 7:04 10.6

22/04/2017 1 0:10 0 10:00 2.6 0:10 7.3

23/04/2017 2.6 3:26 0 10:00 4.2 3:26 11.4

24/04/2017 -4.2 5:45 0.8 13:27 -3 5:44 8.8

25/04/2017 -6.1 17:25 1.6 18:33 -3.4 18:35 3.5

26/04/2017 -2.9 5:36 0 10:00 -1.6 5:36 6.7

27/04/2017 1.7 10:02 1.1 1:16 3.8 10:02 6.7

28/04/2017 2.7 7:25 0 10:00 4.4 7:26 8.8

29/04/2017 2.8 6:46 0 10:00 4.7 6:15 11.3

30/04/2017 6.1 9:46 1.5 2:37 8.4 2:38 9.7  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

 

Date

Time of 

high dew 

point

Low dew 

point (C)

Time of low 

dew point

Dominant 

wind dir (°)

01/04/2017 11:23 -3.3 15:58 286

02/04/2017 18:06 -4.1 6:23 257

03/04/2017 12:48 -4.2 18:18 190

04/04/2017 12:23 -5.1 1:46 324

05/04/2017 9:59 -4.6 14:53 322

06/04/2017 15:09 -4.3 3:07 308

07/04/2017 17:40 -4.7 4:34 277

08/04/2017 11:30 -6.7 17:00 175

09/04/2017 13:24 -7.7 16:59 175

10/04/2017 9:50 -7.7 18:06 308

11/04/2017 18:45 -5.1 12:23 271

12/04/2017 19:56 -4.3 6:23 291

13/04/2017 9:57 -6 18:25 285

14/04/2017 16:47 -5.7 9:22 264

15/04/2017 9:28 -11.5 15:25 303

16/04/2017 18:37 -5.6 10:05 300

17/04/2017 19:26 -16.2 19:33 352

18/04/2017 11:58 -16.1 16:04 20

19/04/2017 9:50 -16.8 12:02 183

20/04/2017 12:20 -2.3 12:20 306

21/04/2017 1:48 -3.4 15:03 311

22/04/2017 18:09 -8.2 23:15 25

23/04/2017 9:56 -8.4 13:56 269

24/04/2017 10:38 -21 21:32 311

25/04/2017 15:50 -20.2 11:54 334

26/04/2017 15:03 -12.2 15:03 335

27/04/2017 1:29 -6.6 10:00 307

28/04/2017 11:05 -8.2 11:03 264

29/04/2017 23:29 -12 2:46 123

30/04/2017 9:59 -4.6 13:26 95  
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UK WEATHER REVIEW 
 

April 2017 

At the start of April, a weakening area of low pressure brought a showery day, but pressure quickly built 
from the south.  It was often warm until the 9th, especially on the weekend of the 8th/9th, with plenty of 
sunshine for much of the country although it was often cloudier in Northern Ireland and north-west 
Scotland.  From the 10th onwards temperatures were mostly close to average, with some cool nights, but 
the dry, anticyclonic theme continued.  There was a late cold snap between the 24th and 27th when a 
northerly outbreak brought scattered wintry showers and some overnight frosts.  The 30th was very wet 
in parts of the south-west. 

The provisional UK mean temperature was 8.0 °C, which is 0.6 °C above the 1981-2010 long-term 
average.  Mean maximum temperatures were mostly between 0.5 and 1.5°C above normal, but were 
slightly below normal in parts of Northern Ireland and western Scotland, while mean minimum 
temperatures were mostly between 0.5 and 1.0°C above normal, though lower towards the south-east.  
Rainfall was below normal except in north-west Scotland and parts of Devon, with 48% of average 
overall, making it the 10th driest April in a series from 1910.  There was less than 5 mm of rain locally in 
south-east England and around Lothian and Fife.  Sunshine was 109% of average, and most of the 
country had above average sunshine but it was cloudier than average in parts of northern and western 
Scotland and north-west Wales, and notably so in Northern Ireland. 

The UK monthly extremes were as follows:  A maximum temperature of 25.5 °C was recorded at 
Cambridge (Cambridgeshire) on the 9th.  A minimum temperature of -6.2 °C was recorded at Cromdale 
(Morayshire) on the 18th.  In the 24 hours ending at 0900 GMT on the 11th, 58.8 mm of rain fell at 
Achfary (Sutherland).  A wind gust of 67 knots (77 mph) was recorded at Sella Ness (Shetland) on the 
5th. A snow depth of 12 cm was recorded at Cromdale (Morayshire) on the 25th. 

Weather impacts 

With benign conditions dominating the first three weeks of the month, there were no significant impacts 
until the 25th.  Snow was reported on the 24th, mainly on high-level roads across the central and 
northern Highlands of Scotland and Aberdeenshire, but no disruption was reported.  On the 25th, the 
snow gates were closed on the highest routes in Grampian. An HGV overturned on the A9 south of 
Inverness in snowy conditions. 

Source: The Met Office. 
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UK WEATHER DIARY 

England 

1st to 9th 

Early rain cleared away from northern districts on the 1st, to leave sunshine and showers.  The 2nd was 
warm and dry, and sunny for most parts.  The 3rd was warm, dry and sunny over northern districts but it 
turned showery during the evening across southern counties. The 4th was sunny and dry across northern 
and western districts but cloudy elsewhere, with sharp showers through south-eastern parts in the 
morning.  It was sunny over most of the country on the 5th but cloudier with some drizzle in the north-
west.  The 6th was similar but it was drier in the north-west than on the 5th. It was sunny and very warm 
over the south on the 7th, cloudy elsewhere but the cloud did break up later.  The 8th started with patchy 
fog, mainly across the south and east, but this burnt away to leave a warm and sunny day across the 
country. The 9th was very warm and sunny across the south-east with temperatures widely in the 20s 
Celsius, and a maximum of 25.5 °C at Cambridge. 

10th to 17th 

The 10th was mostly dry and sunny, but cooler than of late. It was mostly dry, warm and sunny in on the 
11th, with 12.3 hours of sunshine at Bude (Cornwall), but cooler and cloudier in the north. The 12th was 
bright in some parts but breezy, and Emley Moor (North Yorkshire) recorded a gust of 52mph; feeling 
warm in the south but patchy rain spread into northern parts later. The 13th was cool and bright with 
showers across the north but staying dry across southern counties. Patchy rain spread from the north on 
the 14th with the best of any brightness in the far south-east.  It was generally bright or sunny on the 15th 
with any showers confined to the north. Rain over the north-west on the 16th moved south and east 
across all parts by evening but dry conditions prevailed in the south-west.  It was generally bright on the 
17th but cloudier with scattered showers through central and northern parts.  

18th to 23rd 

The 18th saw a few isolated showers along the east coast, after a cold start with -5.5 °C recorded at 
Shap (Cumbria), but was otherwise generally dry and sunny.  Most of the country was sunny on the 19th 
but cloud in the north spread southwards during the day, accompanied by isolated showers, especially in 
the east. It was sunny in the far south-west on the 20th but generally cloudy elsewhere with isolated 
showery outbreaks across southern parts later. The 21st saw showers for the east coast; elsewhere it 
was dry but again mainly cloudy. It was showery again along the east coast on the 22nd but dry and 
sunny elsewhere with 13.4 hours of bright sunshine at Morecambe (Lancashire).  It was sunny across the 
north on the 23rd after a frost in places but patchy light rain spread into the north-west in the evening. 

24th to 27th 

The 24th was much cooler with showers for all, which turned wintry over hills in the north. The 25th was 
cold with showers, the showers thundery and/or wintry in places and heaviest down the east coast.  
Wintry showers along the east coast early on the 26th spread inland and became widespread but many 
south-western parts stayed dry.  After a frosty start to the 27th, rain over the north moved south during 
the day, followed by widespread, locally heavy and wintry showers, particularly down the east coast. 

28th to 30th 

There was a bright start to the 28th with showers over both western and eastern coastal districts, but it 
turned cloudier everywhere as showers became more isolated later. The 29th was warmer, with early 
showers for Irish Sea coasts which died out by the afternoon. The 30th started wet for south-western 
areas, and the rain spread slowly north-east; 45.2mm was recorded at Dunkeswell (Devon), but the 
northern half of the country remained largely dry. 
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Wales  

1st to 9th 

Rain cleared away northwards on the 1st and gave way to sunshine and scattered showers.  The 2nd 
was a dry sunny day after a chilly start with frost in places.  It turned increasingly cloudy after a bright 
start on the 3rd with rain heaviest across the south-west from mid-afternoon, and it was windy with a gust 
of 47 mph at Capel Curig (Gwynedd). The 4th was dry and bright for most places, after early scattered 
showers in the south.  It was generally sunny on the 5th but somewhat cloudier along the west coast.  
The 6th was similar, but cloud was more widespread across the north and west.  After a frosty start in 
places on the 7th it was generally bright or sunny. Morning fog over the south and east on the 8th burned 
away to leave a sunny, warm day across the country, and Betws-y-Coed (Clywd) recorded a temperature 
of 21.1 °C. The 9th was very warm and mostly sunny with 20.8 °C reached at Usk before cloud and 
patchy light rain spread into northern parts later. 

10th to 18th 

It was cooler on the 10th with patchy cloud but it stayed dry. The 11th was dry with sunny spells and it 
was warm inland but breezy near coasts. The 12th was cool, cloudy in the north but brighter in the south, 
and patchy light rain spread into the north later.  It stayed cool on the 13th with showers across northern 
parts but it was brighter along the coast. There was more widespread rain on the 14th with only a little 
sunshine and it stayed cool.  The 15th saw sunshine and just a few showers.  The 16th started dry, but 
turned cloudy with rain or showers for most places from late morning.  It was generally dry with some 
sunny intervals on the 17th but cloudy with persistent showers along the eastern border.  Most places 
were sunny on the 18th, but the north was a little cloudier with some rain over Anglesey.  

19th to 23rd 

The 19th started bright or sunny, but cloud in the north spread southwards during the day with isolated 
showers. It was largely dry but cloudy on the 20th after isolated showers cleared through the morning. 
Dry again on the 21st but still cloudy, and rather cool in a north-westerly breeze. The 22nd was much 
sunnier but with a few rogue showers later across Gwynedd. The 23rd was mostly sunny, but patchy rain 
spread across northern parts after dark. 

24th to 26th 

The 24th was mostly cloudy, and increasingly showery through northern parts, with a brisk wind along the 
coast. The 25th was cold with sunshine and showers, the showers occasionally wintry with hail and 
snow.  Widespread frost to start the 26th followed by sunshine and showers which turned wintry over 
higher ground, although Aberdaron (Gwynedd) recorded 13.2 hours of sunshine. 

27th to 30th 

A cold start on the 27th with a minimum of -5.6 °C at Sennybridge (Powys), then mainly cloudy with 
patchy rain for much of the day.  It was cloudy with rain or showers for most parts on the 28th, drying up 
in the afternoon. The 29th was warmer and mostly dry, brightest across coastal Denbighshire, with 
occasional showers along the south-west coast. The 30th was warmer also, but rain spread north through 
the day, giving 19.0 mm of rain at St Athan (South Glamorgan). 

Scotland 

1st to 8th 

The 1st saw sunshine and showers after a cool start for some. A frosty start in places on the 2nd was 
followed by a sunny day throughout for most of the country. It was breezy but quite warm on the 3rd, with 
some sunny intervals mainly in the east, and Cassley (Sutherland) reached 16.4°C. It was cooler on the 
4th but sunny across southern parts although scattered showers affected the north-west.  Generally 
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bright on the 5th with scattered showers clearing in the afternoon, but windy in the Northern Isles where 
Sella Ness (Shetland) recorded a gust of 77 mph.  The 6th was sunny in the east but cloudier with patchy 
rain or drizzle further west. The 7th again was brighter and drier in the east with any showers in the west. 
It stayed cloudy with patchy rain over the north-west on the 8th, but sunny in the north-east where Oyne 
(Aberdeenshire) recorded a temperature of 19.8 °C, and early cloud cover also broke up in the south 
leaving a sunny day. 

9th to 12th 

A bright start across the south on the 9th, but cloud increased across the north-west with showers then 
rain from early afternoon. The 10th was cooler with early sunshine, and showers turning to more 
prolonged rain across the north-west where Achfary (Sutherland) recorded 58.8 mm. Cool, cloudy and 
very wet across the north-west Highlands on the 11th with 52.4 mm of rain at Cluanie Inn (Inverness-
shire). A cool but bright day followed on the 12th with widespread showers across the north-west. 

13th to 16th 

The 13th was cool and showery, but brighter across central southern parts. There were heavier showers 
on the 14th, but long spells of sunshine across the Northern Isles.  The 15th had sunshine and blustery 
showers, the showers wintry over the hills.  It was dry in the north-east on the 16th, but there was rain or 
showers elsewhere with snow over higher ground. 

17th to 21st 

It was bright or sunny on the 17th but showers across the east became widespread by evening.  After a 
cold start on the 18th, Cromdale (Moray) recording a minimum temperature of -6.2 °C, it was bright or 
sunny over many eastern parts but cloudy elsewhere with patchy rain.  It was generally cloudy on the 
19th with scattered showers over many parts but turning drier and brighter in the afternoon. The 20th was 
warm and sunny in many places, with a high of 18.7 °C at Inverbervie (Aberdeenshire), but showers 
spread into north-western districts after dusk. The 21st saw sunshine and showers, with strong winds 
across the Northern Isles. 

22nd to 26th 

There were scattered showers on the 22nd and it was noticeably colder with maximum temperatures 
widely below 10 °C across northern districts. It was sunny across southern parts on the 23rd but some 
showers developed, occasionally wintry across the north later. Although sunny for some the 24th saw a 
cold northerly plunge with frequent hail and sleet showers, and snow for the Northern Isles, 
Aberdeenshire and Southern Uplands. The 25th was cold with sunshine and blustery snow and hail 
showers.  After a widespread frost to start, the 26th was a generally cloudy day with scattered showers.  

27th to 30th 

It was sunny in the south on the 27th but with cloud and rain or showers for most other places.  Showers 
for most places on the 28th, but dry and sunny over the far north where Fair Isle (Shetland) recorded 13.3 
hours of sunshine. The 29th was largely dry and warmer, and brightest over Shetland again. The 30th 
was dry and bright or sunny and generally warm. 

Northern Ireland  

1st to 9th 

The 1st was a day of sunshine and showers, after a frosty start for some. It started frosty again on the 
2nd, followed by a dry day with sunny spells. It was increasingly cloudy on the 3rd with rain for all areas 
clearing by late afternoon. The 4th was largely dry but with only limited sunshine.  There was rain in the 
morning on the 5th, but it turned drier and brighter in the afternoon. The 6th was cloudy with light rain or 
drizzle.  It was cloudy again on the 7th but brightened up from the south in the afternoon. Morning cloud 
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and patchy fog on the 8th burned away to leave a warm sunny day: Derrylin (County Fermanagh) 
recorded 17.6 °C and Aldergrove saw 12 hours of sunshine. After a sunny start on the 9th, cloud 
increased with patchy, mainly light rain from mid-afternoon. 

10th to 20th 

The 10th was colder, with early patchy rain clearing to leave brighter spells. The 11th was breezy but 
largely dry with sunny spells but turned increasingly cloudy in the north. Early rain cleared on the 12th 
leaving a cooler, cloudier day with showers developing later but mainly confined to northern districts. The 
13th and 14th were showery, largely cloudy and cool days, and the rain turned more persistent for a time 
on the 14th.  There was sunshine and showers on the 15th.   A wet morning followed over the Province 
on the 16th, but the afternoon was brighter with some showers.  The 17th was bright, but saw a few 
showers over eastern parts. It was cloudy on the 18th, with rain in the morning and showers in the 
afternoon.  The 19th was overcast with patchy rain. The 20th stayed dry but remained cloudy. 

21st to 26th 

The 21st was cool and breezy, with scattered showers mostly across northern parts. Cool again on the 
22nd with showers during the afternoon, brighter further north. Chilly again on the 23rd with sunny spells 
but becoming showery in the afternoon and evening. The 24th was colder, with squally showers and 
sunny spells, the showers turning wintry over higher ground later, and Orlock Head (County Down) 
recorded a gust of 52 mph. A cold bright day followed on the 25th mixed with wintry showers.  The 26th 
also had a mix of sunshine and showers. 

27th to 30th 

The 27th brought further showers again with more in the way of cloud.  Showers were more isolated on 
the 28th but it remained cloudy.  The 29th was brighter and drier across the north but showery elsewhere. 
The 30th was warmer but with patchy rain in southern areas accompanied by a strong breeze. 

     

Source: The Met Office 

 

Threatening skies over Lamport on Maundy Thursday, April 13th. 
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NOTABLE WEATHER ACROSS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
 
There were no notable weather events across the county during April. 

There were no reports 
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OUTLOOK FOR SUMMER 

 

 

At this stage most seasonal forecasting models suggest a warmer than average meteorological summer 
(June, July and August). The signal for rainfall is more mixed. However it is worth remembering: 

1) Even during warmer than average seasons cool or cold periods usually occur 

2) The skill level (accuracy) of seasonal forecast models is low for the UK 

The UK Met Office (UKMO) GloSea seasonal model shows a strong signal for temperatures to be above 
the average over the three month period. The probability of above normal, near normal and below normal 
temperatures is shown on the right hand image below. The key thing to note is the yellow and orange 
shading over the UK and Europe on the above normal 2m temperature plot. This indicates the most 
probable outcome. 

The GloSea also hints at above normal precipitation levels. This is different to some of the other models 
such as Jamstec and the International Research Institute (IRI) which indicate a drier than average 
season.   

Pressure forecasts (or heights of pressure levels) from the seasonal models provide another way of 
looking at things. There is reasonable agreement for positive height anomalies over the UK (higher than 
average pressure over the three month period). 

The state of the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) has significant impact on temperature and rainfall 
patterns around the globe. Nonetheless, its link to the UK summer is considered to be weak. Latest 
forecasts suggest ENSO neutral conditions will give way to an El Niño pattern by late summer. This may 
increase the risk of wetter weather late in the season. 

Summary 

1) Seasonal models suggest above average temperatures. 

2) The signal for rainfall is more nuanced. The UK Met Office GloSea5 is weakly pointing towards above 
average rainfall, but a number of other seasonal models favour dry conditions. 

3) A switch to El Niño conditions late on could increase the risk of more unsettled weather occurring 
towards the end of summer. 

4) The latest 2017 Atlantic Hurricane season forecast is for a near average number of storms. This would 
possibly favour average or more settled than average weather continuing in the UK during August and 
September. 

On balance a warmer than average summer is considered likely at the present time. The signal for rainfall 
is more mixed, but close to average is considered the most likely outcome. The wettest part of the 
summer may occur towards the end but the hurricane season forecast possibly goes against this. 
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The outlook  is provided by The Weather Outlook, www.theweatheroutlook.com. It does not necessary 
represent the opinion of forecasters at Pitsford Weather Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Ripening oilseed rape under leaden skies near Hanging Houghton.

http://www.theweatheroutlook.com/
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SPECIAL REPORT: Getting Wise to an Unpredictable Climate 
 

 

Rising temperatures, changing rainfall and prolonged drought, are increasing the vulnerability of people in 
Africa. Many livelihoods hang in the balance. But, with a new, large-scale project, the Met Office is 
helping change the outlook for some of the world's most vulnerable communities.  

In the last 25 years, over 420,000 Africans have died as a result of extreme weather while, economically, 
the cost to the continent has totalled USD 9 billion since 1980 alone. But change is on the horizon. 

Backed by an investment of £35 million from the Department for International Development (DFID), the 
Met Office and a range of international partners are working to build the resilience of African people. 

Getting WISER 

Launched in June 2015, the Weather and clImate Information SERvices for Africa (WISER) programme is 
now approaching the end of its second year of a planned four. The initiative aims to empower local 
communities and regional decision-makers through a better understanding of weather and climate. 

From village farmers considering which crop to plant next season, to governments developing long-term 
infrastructure policies, WISER is focused on putting users at the heart of its projects. As WISER Fund 
Management Technical Lead, Bill Leathes explains: "It's not about a meteorological agency deciding 
what people want to know. It's about developing an understanding of what's required." 

The programme aims to improve the generation and dissemination of new and improved products and 
services, promote collaboration between service providers and users - and put weather and climate firmly 
on the policy map. From delivering early warning systems to explaining the benefits of robust long-range 
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forecasting, WISER will give Africa better tools and knowledge to manage the uncertainties of climate 
variability and change. 

The East African component of WISER, which the Met Office is fund-managing, is initially focusing on six 
countries in the region: Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, Kenya and Ethiopia. A range of 
international and national institutions and universities are working together to deliver five 'quick-start' 
projects across the region. With a long history of supporting local meteorological agencies in East Africa, 
the Met Office is perfectly placed to lead four of these five projects. The Met Office is working closely with 
the Africa Climate Policy Centre which is managing pan-African aspects of WISER. If successful, the 
regional approach being tested may be rolled out elsewhere in Africa. 

As WISER Fund Management Technical Lead Bill Leathes explains: "Sub-Saharan Africa has been a 
primary area of focus for the Met Office's international development programme for many years. The 
projects we're running under WISER are very much a continuation of our work in the region - building on 
the experience we've gained and relationships we've nurtured in previous ventures." 

The case of Tanzania 

One of the projects builds on a long standing partnership between the Met Office and the Tanzanian 
Meteorological Agency (TMA). The project aims to develop a Multi Hazard Early Warning Service to 
enable Tanzanian citizens become more resilient to high impact weather events. 

"It's not just about developing the service that will deliver better weather and climate information. It's 
about making the connections between the TMA and its stakeholders that will enable the right information 
to get to the right people in a timely manner," explains Bill. 

Still in its initial stages, the Multi Hazard Early Warning System will service Tanzania's coastal regions - 
helping to mitigate the impact of extreme weather through high-quality, timely weather services. Through 
the Met Office's experience of delivering world-leading science to multi hazard early warning services and 
the TMA's local knowledge, the project will deliver real benefit to the most vulnerable citizens in Tanzania 
as well as government and industry. 

The shape of services to come 

Along with leading individual WISER projects, the Met Office is the designated fund manager for the 
whole East African initiative. Bill explains: 

"We're responsible for managing the fund on behalf of DFID to make sure its investment is handled 
properly. We monitor and evaluate all the projects under the programme to ensure they demonstrate 
value for money. And we disseminate the knowledge gained from each to our project partners." 

Since WISER is the test case for a wider roll out, sharing information and learning from experience is 
central to the ethos of the programme. The five projects underway today won't just inform what the next 
few years look like - they'll help shape the future of weather and climate services across the whole 
continent, and beyond. 

A WISER future 

"Weather and climate has really come up the development agenda in the last five years," says Bill. 
"Governments and agencies are beginning to realise that if we don't mitigate the risks posed by extreme 
weather now, we're going to set back the development progress that many countries have made in the 
last twenty years." 

The products and services under development with WISER will help East Africa protect its most 
vulnerable people. They'll boost economic development and give these countries the chance to compete 
on the international stage. From agriculture to infrastructure, energy services to health providers, WISER 
aims to deliver the knowledge and understanding needed to secure the future of generations. 
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APPENDIX 1: Weather Centre Instrumentation 

 
In July 2016 the weather station moved to full 
automation for weather recording. Two 
automatic weather stations are in use – a 
Climatica Executive model built to our 
specifications by Instromet Weather Systems 
Ltd and a Davis Vantage Pro 2 Plus station. The 
two stations complement each other with their 
differing capabilities.  However, in the event of 
shutdown due to maintenance the presence of a 
second station means that the weather record 
continues unbroken.  The existing manual 
instruments are maintained for routine 
calibration.   
 
The following inventory indicates how we record 
different aspects of the weather and which station is used as a primary capture device. 
 
 
Temperature 
 
Electronic sensors (Instromet) positioned inside a Stevenson screen alongside sheathed pattern 
thermometers (dry, wet, maximum and minimum) which are used for calibration.  A second large pattern 
Stevenson screen contains a thermograph, hygrograph and a Piché evaporimeter. 
 
Solar Radiation 

 
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record solar radiation and UV radiation.  
Electronic sunshine recorder (Instromet) calibrated against a UK Met Office Mk II Campbell-Stokes 
sunshine recorder records the hours and minutes of bright sunshine.  
 
Rainfall 

Electronic rainfall sensor (Instromet) calibrated against a standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge . 
Tilting siphon rainfall recorders with daily and weekly clocks.  
 
Wind Direction & Wind Speed 
 
Anemometer and wind vane (Instromet) calibrated against an analogue wind vane, totalising cup-counter 
anemometer.   
Metcheck generator type anemometer and electrical wind vane. 
 
Atmospheric Pressure 

 
Electronic barometer (Davis VP2 Plus) calibrated against a Precision Aneroid Barometer.  
Open-scale micro-barograph.  
Fortin mercurial barometer (no longer in use) 
 
Surface Temperature 
 
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record the temperatures of a concrete slab and an artifical grass 
surface, also recording the instances of ground frost.  
 
Lightning 
 
Boltek LD-250 lightning detector and Astrogenic software records the locations and severity of 
thunderstorms.  
 



Pitsford Weather Centre – Monthly Weather Report – April 2017 

 

  

 

APPENDIX 2:  
 
1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford 
 

  
Mean Max 

(C) 
Mean Min 

(C) 
Mean 

(C) 
Rain 
(mm) 

Sunshine 
(hrs) 

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49 

February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5 

March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2 

April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3 

May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7 

June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1 

July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7 

August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2 

September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3 

October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1 

November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4 

December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4 

Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9 
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