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REVIEW OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
Headline:  Generally cool and rather disappointing for summer with occasional wet spells. 
Becoming drier and warmer in the final week.  
 
It was an unsettled start to August. The remnants of an area of low pressure lay across Scotland on the 
1st and over the next few days a second low swept in from the Atlantic. By the 5th this low had moved 
over southern Scandinavia, where it remained fairly stationary. The weather across the county was 
changeable; generally rather cloudy with only brief spells of sunshine and showers and/or longer spells of 
rain. It was also quite breezy, particularly as the low tracked north of the county on the 2nd and 3rd. A 
ridge of high pressure had built in across the south on the 6th producing a fine day with lengthy spells of 
sunshine. However, another Atlantic low introduced frontal systems the following day and the remnants of 
these fronts persisted across the county for several days. Heavy rain overnight into the 8th produced a 
total of 16.8mm at Pitsford and the next couple of days were disappointingly cool for early August as high 
pressure becoming established west of Ireland set up a northerly airflow. Highs on the 8th only reached 
13.1C and the 9th wasn’t much improved at 15.3C.  

High pressure gained ground across the UK on the 10th and 11th and this allowed temperatures to 
recover in some prolonged sunshine. 10.8hrs of sunshine were recorded at Pitsford on the 10th. 
Unfortunately, the high was transitory and on the 12th yet more frontal systems were tracking through the 
county, this time linked to  deepening low moving north-eastwards past Iceland. However, little activity 
was seen along these fronts across the county and the weather remained dry, albeit rather cloudy. The 
high regained some control again on the 13th, moving its centre from Biscay towards the Low Countries. 
The change in wind direction to a south-westerly allowed temperatures to recover reaching 22.6C on the 
15th, not an impressive high for August but it was the warmest day of the month to date.  

The high continued to pull away eastwards over the next few days. This allowed firstly an weak area of 
low pressure in off the Atlantic on the 15th and then a more active low a couple of days later which 
became rather stationary. The weather across the county was marked by spells of overnight rain and 
afternoon showers accompanied by a strengthening breeze.  A ridge of high pressure moved up from the 
south on the 16th which produced a largely fine day. However, the next Atlantic low was approaching 
Ireland and over the next few days this feature would track slowly north-eastwards towards Scandinavia 
skirting the north of Scotland. The weather was unsettled across the county with showers and longer 
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spells of rain and it was breezy, especially on the 19th as the low began to pull away.  There were some 
thundery downpours on the 18th.  

High pressure moved up from the Bay of Biscay on the 20th, but its influence was fleeting and confined to 
southern counties. The county did enjoy some morning sunshine, but frontal systems moved in later in 
the day bringing rain. The parent low remained fairly stationary west of Ireland over the next few days 
and a warm sector brought some cloudy days with fairly high humidity to the county. However, the cold 
front moved through on the 23rd introducing fresher air with some sunshine later in the day. 

 

Analysis charts at 0hrs on 23rd showing the warm sector over much of the UK which brought cloud and 
high humidity to many areas.  

High pressure made attempts at gaining control over the next few days. It remained dry and although 
fairly cloudy to begin with, sunshine amounts increased. The 27th and 28th were particularly sunny with 
over 13 hours of bright sunshine recorded on both days at Pitsford. It was warm too with temperatures 
reaching 25.2C on thw 27th and 26.3C on the 28th, the warmest day of the month. However, high 
pressure then retreated into the near continent on the 29th to allow a cold front to move in from the north-
west. There then followed a couple of cooler and showery days, although the 31st saw one last attempt 
to produce a day more associated with summer.  
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CLIMATOLOGICAL STATISTICS 

 
The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for August 2017. Observations are made by 
automatic weather station calibrated regularly against standard pattern instruments. The reset time for daily 
observations is 0900 GMT.  Averages refer to the period 1981-2010.  
 
 

Summary for August 2017  
 
 
Air Temperatures:       
The Highest Maximum: 26.3 C on  28 at  16:28 
The Lowest Maximum: 13.3 C on  08 at  09:57 
The Highest Minimum: 14.6 C on  21 at  10:00 
The Lowest Minimum: 7.6 C on  30 at  05:04 
The Mean Maximum: 20.3 C     
The Mean Minimum: 11.6 C     
The Overall Mean: 16.0 C     
Difference from the Monthly Mean: -0.9 C     
       
Relative Humidity:       
Highest Relative Humidity: 100 % on 01 at  08:18 
Lowest Relative Humidity: 39 % on 27 at  20:25 
Mean Relative Humidity: 80 %     
       
Dew Point:       
The Highest Dew Point: 19.5 C on 22 at  16:44 
The Lowest Dew Point: -2.1 C on 13 at  11:30 
The Mean Dew Point: 3 C     
       
Rainfall:       
Total: 55.3 mm     
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 101.1 %     
Duration of Rainfall: 24.2 hrs     
Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 17.6 mm on 07   
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 15      
Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 12      
       
Sunshine:       
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 138.2 hrs     
Sunniest day: 13.5 hrs on 28   
No. of days without sunshine: 7      
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 78 %     
       
The Highest Solar Radiation 1049 W/m2 on 01 at  13:50 
The Highest UV Index 6.4  on 03 at  13:30 
       
Pressure (reduced to sea level):       
The Highest Pressure: 1022.6 mb on 31 at  09:59 
The Lowest Pressure: 971.5 mb on 25 at  09:45 
Mean Pressure: 1014.6 mb     
       
Winds       
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 96.2 miles     
The Highest Average Wind Speed: 19.5 mph on 05 at 12:50 
Run of wind (cumulative): 2981.6 miles     
Highest Maximum Gust: 33.6 mph on 03 at 16:29 
Bearing of Maximum Gust:  258      
No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0      
The Average Daily Wind Speed: 4 mph     
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Winds from the Following Directions:       
N 3      
NE 0      
E 0      
SE 3      
S 6      
SW 6      
W 7      
NW 6      
Calm 0      
       
Grass        
Lowest Grass Minimum: 6.1 C on 30 at 05:30 
Mean Grass Temperature: 16.6 C     
       
Concrete       
Lowest Concrete Minimum: 7.2 C on 30 at 05:40 
Mean Concrete Temperature: 19 C     
       
Evaporatranspiration: 68.07 mm     
       
Days with:       
Thunder: 1   
Hail <5mm: 0      
Hail >/=5mm: 0      
Snow or snow & rain: 0      
Snow lying: 0      
Fog: 0      
Air Frost: 0      
Duration of Air Frost: 0 hrs     
Ground Frost: 0      
Gales: 0      
 
Data © Pitsford Weather Centre 
 

 
 
August ended with a fine Bank Holiday weekend.
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DAILY WEATHER LOG 

   
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Weather Centre during August 2017.  
 

1st: A fine morning with spells of sunshine and feeling warm. Cloud building into the afternoon followed 

by a scattering of showers. Outbreaks of mainly light rain into the 2nd. Max. 21.4 °C Min. 13.3 °C 
Rain 0.5 mm Gust 20.1 mph Sunshine 3.9 hrs 

2nd: Remaining cloudy all day. Early rain clearing to a few hours of dry weather, but rain returning during 
the afternoon becoming heavy for a time during the evening. Breezy. Max. 18.1 °C Min. 14.4 °C Rain 1.0 
mm Gust  30.4 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

3rd: Breezy and mostly cloudy. One or two passing showers. Max. 20.2 °C Min. 13.1 °C Rain 0.2 mm 
Gust  33.6 mph Sunshine 1.8 hrs 

4th: Dry but mostly cloudy, but skies clearing to evening sunshine. Breezy through the morning, but wind 
easing after noon. Max. 20.5 °C Min. 12.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  20.1 mph Sunshine 1.5 hrs 

5th: Dry through the morning, but heavy downpours during the afternoon accompanied by gusty 
winds. Temperatures dropping markedly during the showers, but recovering afterwards in the sunshine. A 
fine end to the day with evening sunshine. Max. 18.2 °C Min. 8.8 °C Rain 1.5 mm Gust  32.9 mph 
Sunshine 5.3 hrs 

6th: A fine day, feeling warmer with just a light breeze. Good spells of sunshine ahead of cloudier skies 
through the evening. Max. 20.6 °C Min. 13.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  18.1 mph Sunshine 5.3 hrs 

7th: Cloudy. Heavy shower around noon. Heavy rain overnight into the 8th. Max. 20.5 °C Min. 11.8 °C 
Rain 16.8 mm Gust  18.1 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

8th: Cool with rain continuing through the morning and for much of the afternoon. Max. 13.1 °C Min. 11.6 
°C Rain 10.8 mm Gust  22.6 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

9th: Disappointingly cool and cloudy for August. Rain again through the morning, clearing for a few hours 
after noon before further showers late afternoon. Max. 15.3 °C Min. 9.4 °C Rain 3.0 mm Gust  26.8 mph 
Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

10th: A warmer day. Dry with good spells of sunshine. Feeling more like summer. Max. 20.6 °C Min. 8.9 
°C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  16.8 mph Sunshine 10.8 hrs 

11th: Bright and sunny through the morning and feeling warm by afternoon. Clouding over later with light 
showers overnight into the 12th. Max. 19.5 °C Min. 12.9 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  18.6 mph Sunshine 5.9 
hrs 

12th: Warm and dry, but cloud persisting for much of the day, clearing though to evening sunshine. Max. 
20.5 °C Min. 8.4 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  22.4 mph Sunshine 1.8 hrs 

13th: A warm, dry day with good sunshine. Clouding over though by late afternoon. Max. 20.4 °C Min. 
10.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  10.7 mph Sunshine 6.5 hrs 

14th: Dry for much of the day, albeit cloudy. Outbreaks of showery rain through the evening and 
overnight. Max. 20.8 °C Min. 12.5 °C Rain 1.3 mm Gust  17.4 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

15th: A dry and fairly warm day with prolonged spells of sunshine. Max. 22.6 °C Min. 9.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust  20.8 mph Sunshine 10.7 hrs 
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16th: A mostly fine day. Sunny spells and varying amounts of cloud during the morning and 
afternoon. Outbreaks of rain, heavy at times, overnight into the 17th. Max. 21.1 °C Min. 13.4 °C Rain 5.4 
mm Gust 23.3 mph Sunshine 3.8 hrs 

17th: Rain clearing early then staying dry with some spells of sunshine. Breeze freshening later followed 
by rain overnight. Max. 22.3 °C Min. 13.8 °C Rain 2.7 mm Gust 23.5 mph Sunshine 6.6 hrs 

18th: Dry through the morning with some pleasant sunshine. Sharp thundery showers during the 
afternoon, separated by further spells of sunshine. Rain during the evening and further isolated showers 
overnight into the 19th. Max. 19.5 °C Min. 9.9 °C Rain 6.8 mm Gust 23.7 mph Sunshine 7.6 hrs 

19th: A breezy day, but generally dry with some spells of sunshine. Isolated shower early evening, but 
remaining dry overnight. Max. 18.4 °C Min. 9.9 °C Rain 0.2 mm Gust 28.6 mph Sunshine 4.9 hrs 

20th: Dry during the morning and afternoon with some spells of sunshine. Clouding over later with 
outbreaks of rain arriving early evening and continuing overnight, but reverting mainly to drizzle. 
Max. 20.6 °C Min. 12.8 °C Rain 2.8 mm Gust 15.7 mph Sunshine 4.5 hrs 

21st: Drizzle during the morning clearing to an essentially dry, yet overcast and rather humid day. 
Max. 18.8 °C Min. 14.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 11.0 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

22nd: Dry, but mostly cloudy and very humid during the day. Isolated light showers through the late 
evening. Max. 21.0 °C Min. 14.3 °C Rain tr mm Gust 12.3 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

23rd: Continuing dry, but cloudy and humid through the morning. Some spells of sunshine eventually 
breaking through by late afternoon. Max. 22.5 °C Min. 10.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 18.6 mph Sunshine 1.5 
hrs 

24th: Largely cloudy, but some spells of sunshine coming through during the afternoon. Feeling warm in 
the sunshine. Max. 20.6 °C Min. 10.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 20.1 mph Sunshine 2.4 hrs 

25th: A fine day with good spells of sunshine and feeling warm. Clouding over later with outbreaks of very 
light drizzle overnight into the 26th. Max. 23.4 °C Min. 13.8 °C Rain tr mm Gust 9.6 mph Sunshine 10.9 
hrs 

26th: A fine day. Feeling warm with good spells of sunshine. Max. 23.1 °C Min. 11.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 8.5 mph Sunshine 7.8 hrs 

27th: A fine day with unbroken sunshine. Becoming very warm by late afternoon. Max. 25.2 °C Min. 13.0 
°C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  8.1 mph Sunshine 13.1 hrs 

28th: A warm day with prolonged sunshine right through from dawn until dusk. Max. 26.3 °C Min. 12.2 °C 
Rain 0.0 mm Gust  15.4 mph Sunshine 13.5 hrs 

29th: Dry, but a cooler and cloudier day with just brief spells of sunshine. Brief shower during the 
evening. Max. 19.9 °C Min. 11.1 °C Rain 0.1 mm Gust  16.3 mph Sunshine 3.4 hrs 

30th: Cooler still. Mostly overcast throughout the day. Brief shower early afternoon. Further showers 
overnight into the 31st. Max. 14.7 °C Min. 7.6 °C Rain 0.4 mm Gust  12.8 mph Sunshine 0.5 hrs 

31st: A much warmer day. Dry with prolonged spells of sunshine. Max. 19.4 °C Min. 8.9°C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust  14.1 mph Sunshine 9.8 hrs 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA – AUGUST 2017 

 
The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record.  Readings are taken by automatic 
weather station at 1 minute intervals. Regular calibration of the sensors is carried out against standard 
pattern instruments. Record values are always checked. The reset time for daily readings is standard at 0900 
GMT. Permission to use the data  for commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the centre 
manager, Pitsford Weather Centre, Pitsford School, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  

 

Date

High wind 

gust (mph)

Bearing of 

high gust (°)

Time of 

high gust

Minimum 

temp (C) 

Time of 

Minimum 

temp

Maximum 

temp (C)

Time of 

max temp

01/08/2017 20.1 176 14:27 13.3 4:58 21.4 13:42

02/08/2017 30.4 159 11:39 14.4 6:04 18.1 18:21

03/08/2017 33.6 258 16:29 13.1 5:27 20.2 14:27

04/08/2017 20.1 266 10:29 12 6:39 20.5 15:48

05/08/2017 32.9 342 12:42 8.8 5:32 18.2 12:32

06/08/2017 18.1 206 15:04 13.6 6:19 20.6 15:58

07/08/2017 18.8 337 8:52 11.6 9:08 20.5 16:12

08/08/2017 22.6 352 8:14 11.6 13:33 13.3 9:57

09/08/2017 26.8 340 16:59 9.4 4:00 15.3 14:35

10/08/2017 16.8 360 10:26 8.9 5:45 20.6 16:30

11/08/2017 18.8 264 9:30 12.9 0:00 19.5 13:40

12/08/2017 22.4 273 12:10 8.4 6:41 20.5 16:56

13/08/2017 10.7 291 11:36 10.7 5:49 20.4 16:51

14/08/2017 17.4 181 12:37 12.5 5:25 20.8 16:02

15/08/2017 20.8 260 13:47 9.6 5:41 22.6 16:56

16/08/2017 23.3 128 23:26 13.4 1:03 21.1 16:45

17/08/2017 23.5 234 14:58 13.8 5:00 22.3 14:14

18/08/2017 23.7 248 10:19 9.9 2:22 19.5 13:02

19/08/2017 28.6 262 11:15 9.9 5:29 18.4 13:46

20/08/2017 15.7 284 11:48 12.8 22:57 20.6 14:37

21/08/2017 11 151 10:48 14.6 10:00 18.8 15:38

22/08/2017 12.3 101 22:05 14.3 5:40 21 14:57

23/08/2017 18.6 268 15:50 10.7 5:37 22.5 15:49

24/08/2017 20.1 224 13:09 10.8 5:40 20.6 16:07

25/08/2017 9.6 191 16:56 13.8 4:10 23.4 16:26

26/08/2017 8.5 305 15:58 11.7 4:25 23.1 15:56

27/08/2017 10.3 178 9:20 13 6:50 25.2 16:00

28/08/2017 15.4 175 16:12 12.2 6:24 26.3 16:28

29/08/2017 16.3 319 8:19 11.1 5:14 19.9 11:23

30/08/2017 12.8 349 11:42 7.6 5:04 14.7 18:57

31/08/2017 14.1 265 17:25 8.3 6:50 19.4 15:51  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Minimum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of min 

pressure

Maximum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

max 

pressure

Maximum 

rainfall rate 

(mm/hr)

Time of 

max rainfall 

rate

Total 

rainfall 

(mm)

01/08/2017 1011.5 9:56 1014 23:00 4.8 17:02 0.5

02/08/2017 1004.2 7:08 1011.6 10:00 3.6 14:56 1

03/08/2017 1004.5 10:03 1009.6 9:59 1.2 12:34 0.2

04/08/2017 1009.5 10:01 1014.8 9:38 0 10:00 0

05/08/2017 1014.5 11:50 1019.8 8:24 8.4 13:05 1.5

06/08/2017 1015.6 5:24 1019.9 10:02 0 10:00 0

07/08/2017 1011 7:26 1016 10:08 13.2 12:10 17.6

08/08/2017 1010.5 18:06 1014 9:50 10.8 1:49 11.8

09/08/2017 1014 10:00 1022.2 8:24 3.6 11:55 3

10/08/2017 1017.2 9:19 1022.5 10:34 0 10:00 0

11/08/2017 1012.4 4:00 1015.2 17:00 0 0:00 0

12/08/2017 1013.6 10:02 1019.8 9:50 0 10:00 0

13/08/2017 1016.7 5:23 1019.9 10:38 0 10:00 0

14/08/2017 1011.8 4:24 1016.8 10:03 4.8 1:18 1.3

15/08/2017 1013.4 10:00 1018.3 9:46 0 10:00 0

16/08/2017 1008.9 8:08 1018.2 10:09 8.4 0:07 5.4

17/08/2017 n/a 10:15 1010.4 16:03 22.8 2:00 2.7

18/08/2017 1009.1 13:00 1014.5 9:22 19.2 14:10 6.8

19/08/2017 1014.5 10:00 1020.9 9:36 2.4 16:46 0.2

20/08/2017 1018.7 5:45 1021.1 10:56 2.4 18:11 2.8

21/08/2017 1018 5:06 1020 10:46 0 10:00 0

22/08/2017 1011.4 7:40 1018.6 10:13 0 10:00 0

23/08/2017 1011.6 10:00 1015.1 9:11 0 10:00 0

24/08/2017 1014.8 10:16 1016.7 9:23 0 10:00 0

25/08/2017 971.5 9:45 1016.7 10:03 0 10:00 0

26/08/2017 n/a 10:00 1020.4 9:37 0 15:52 0

27/08/2017 1018.4 6:15 1020.5 10:23 0 10:00 0

28/08/2017 1015.6 6:25 1019.8 10:06 0 10:00 0

29/08/2017 1014.3 5:26 1016.1 10:23 1.2 18:43 0.1

30/08/2017 1014.9 17:04 1018 9:52 1.2 3:35 0.4

31/08/2017 1017.8 16:46 1022.6 9:59 0 10:00 0  
 
 
Where no rainfall is recorded, the station returns a default time of 09:00 (GMT) or 10:00 (BST). 
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Avg temp 

for the day 

(C)

Total wind 

run (miles)

Highest avg 

wind speed 

(mph)

Time of 

high avg 

wind speed

Lowest 

humidity 

(%)

Time of low 

humidity

Highest 

humidity 

(%)

01/08/2017 16.5 129.7 12 14:32 57 12:53 100

02/08/2017 16.5 218.7 15.1 13:02 75 10:45 100

03/08/2017 16.2 191.5 14.8 12:10 70 16:42 98

04/08/2017 16.2 69 10.1 10:37 64 15:43 91

05/08/2017 13.5 70.1 19.5 12:50 61 17:49 97

06/08/2017 16.4 111.9 8.6 17:15 53 14:47 98

07/08/2017 16.1 76.2 12.2 5:49 65 16:10 100

08/08/2017 12.4 208.1 13.7 5:11 90 19:31 100

09/08/2017 12.7 232.6 16.8 13:11 75 9:54 100

10/08/2017 14.9 59.6 11.6 10:13 57 16:23 100

11/08/2017 16 106.1 10.3 17:00 75 9:40 100

12/08/2017 14.8 134.4 11.9 13:11 60 14:16 96

13/08/2017 15.8 32 5.7 10:00 54 11:30 96

14/08/2017 16.4 65.5 8.8 12:32 65 12:44 100

15/08/2017 15.9 68.8 8.8 13:01 51 17:21 99

16/08/2017 17.2 145.8 9.5 17:12 58 16:16 100

17/08/2017 17.4 131.9 10.6 9:55 n/a 10:15 100

18/08/2017 13.3 137.4 14.3 14:07 58 14:03 100

19/08/2017 14 145 15.6 16:45 61 16:29 98

20/08/2017 15.1 65.6 7.9 11:45 56 14:38 100

21/08/2017 17.1 35 6.8 10:52 84 15:40 100

22/08/2017 17.7 54.8 6.9 10:58 85 18:25 100

23/08/2017 16.3 82.3 8.5 14:55 63 16:36 100

24/08/2017 16.8 53.7 14 11:43 54 13:41 100

25/08/2017 17.6 23.9 4.1 11:11 49 15:27 88

26/08/2017 16.3 22 6.7 23:52 n/a 15:52 90

27/08/2017 18.6 27.8 4.9 9:00 39 20:25 94

28/08/2017 19.5 83.3 7.8 8:45 49 16:43 95

29/08/2017 14.6 111.6 10.5 13:45 67 23:38 95

30/08/2017 11.4 27.9 6.9 11:50 66 16:06 100

31/08/2017 13.5 59.4 8.1 17:24 49 15:40 88  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Time of 

high 

humidity

Total 

evapotrans 

(mm)

Total 

sunshine 

(hrs)

High heat 

index (C)

Time of 

high heat 

index

High app 

temp (C)

Time of 

high app 

temp

01/08/2017 8:18 0 3.9 21.4 13:42 20.1 13:22

02/08/2017 14:57 0 0 18.1 18:21 18.4 23:35

03/08/2017 12:45 0 1.8 20.2 14:27 18.8 14:28

04/08/2017 6:54 0 1.5 20.5 15:48 20.9 18:35

05/08/2017 4:11 0 5.3 18.2 12:32 18 18:47

06/08/2017 5:53 0 5.3 20.6 15:58 19.5 13:55

07/08/2017 0:38 0 0 20.5 16:12 21.6 16:07

08/08/2017 10:00 0 0 13.3 9:57 12.1 20:01

09/08/2017 10:00 0 0 15.3 14:35 13.7 9:06

10/08/2017 6:57 0 10.8 20.6 16:30 21.3 17:44

11/08/2017 0:50 0 0.3 17.9 9:20 17.7 9:00

12/08/2017 4:42 0 1.8 20.5 16:56 20.3 17:17

13/08/2017 7:16 0 6.5 20.4 16:51 20.4 16:59

14/08/2017 1:55 0 0 20.8 16:02 21.5 16:41

15/08/2017 5:26 0 10.7 22.6 16:56 22.3 17:03

16/08/2017 0:45 0 3.8 21.1 16:45 20.2 16:45

17/08/2017 23:33 0 6.6 22.3 14:14 22.7 13:10

18/08/2017 21:49 0 7.6 19.5 13:02 18.8 13:02

19/08/2017 5:47 0 4.9 18.4 13:46 16.2 15:46

20/08/2017 20:13 0 4.5 20.6 14:37 20.3 15:36

21/08/2017 10:00 0 0 18.8 15:38 20.6 19:10

22/08/2017 10:00 0 0 21 14:57 24 15:48

23/08/2017 10:00 0 1.5 22.5 15:49 23.2 15:49

24/08/2017 10:53 0 2.4 20.6 16:07 20 15:54

25/08/2017 3:11 0 10.9 23.4 16:26 24.5 16:27

26/08/2017 4:12 0 7.8 23.1 15:56 24 15:53

27/08/2017 6:24 0 13.1 25.2 16:00 26.1 16:01

28/08/2017 5:48 0 13.5 26.3 16:28 27.3 14:00

29/08/2017 18:50 0 3.4 19.9 11:23 21.3 11:23

30/08/2017 6:48 0 0.5 14.7 18:57 14.7 18:57

31/08/2017 6:40 0 9.8 19.4 15:51 18.4 15:51  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

 

Date

Low app 

temp (C)

Time of low 

app temp

High hourly 

rain (mm)

Time of 

high hourly 

rain

Low wind 

chill (C)

Time of low 

wind chill

High dew 

point (C)

01/08/2017 11.5 8:50 0.4 17:02 13 5:46 15.5

02/08/2017 12 9:32 0.5 15:09 13.3 9:33 17.9

03/08/2017 12.4 5:41 0.2 12:39 12.7 5:41 16.3

04/08/2017 11.5 6:07 0 10:00 12 6:39 14.7

05/08/2017 6.6 13:02 1.1 13:21 8.8 5:32 13.1

06/08/2017 10.7 9:19 0 10:00 13.3 2:50 14.7

07/08/2017 8.7 9:23 3.6 3:56 9.7 9:22 16

08/08/2017 8.6 4:35 2.7 2:03 9.8 13:39 13.2

09/08/2017 6.3 4:17 1.5 11:14 7.5 4:17 13.9

10/08/2017 8.1 6:08 0 10:00 8.9 5:45 13.2

11/08/2017 15.2 5:40 0 0:00 14.7 4:30 11

12/08/2017 6.9 5:49 0 10:00 7.9 5:49 13.9

13/08/2017 9.8 6:06 0 10:00 10.7 5:49 13

14/08/2017 12.1 5:31 1.1 1:58 12.3 5:31 15.9

15/08/2017 9.3 5:52 0 10:00 9.6 5:41 14.9

16/08/2017 12.3 2:11 2.7 1:01 12.7 1:54 18

17/08/2017 0 10:15 2.7 2:27 0 10:15 18.7

18/08/2017 7.4 2:05 3.9 22:01 8.2 2:03 13.5

19/08/2017 8.4 5:59 0.2 16:46 9.2 5:59 12.9

20/08/2017 12.6 4:09 0.8 19:04 12.7 4:09 14.9

21/08/2017 14.8 10:52 0 10:00 14.6 10:00 17.9

22/08/2017 14.9 6:19 0 10:00 14.3 5:40 19.5

23/08/2017 9.9 6:06 0 10:00 10.7 5:37 18.5

24/08/2017 10.5 9:09 0 10:00 11.8 2:45 17.8

25/08/2017 12.5 9:45 0 10:00 13.8 4:10 13.7

26/08/2017 0 15:52 0 15:52 0 15:52 14.5

27/08/2017 13 5:30 0 10:00 13 6:50 15.7

28/08/2017 11.9 6:23 0 10:00 12.2 6:24 17.8

29/08/2017 8.1 8:21 0 10:00 9.6 8:21 16.1

30/08/2017 6.3 5:14 0 10:00 7.6 5:04 11.3

31/08/2017 6.7 6:20 0 10:00 8.1 6:20 10.9  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Time of 

high dew 

point

Low dew 

point (C)

Time of low 

dew point

Dominant 

wind dir (°)

01/08/2017 17:26 2 12:54 188

02/08/2017 18:31 6.3 10:45 171

03/08/2017 14:26 5.2 20:29 207

04/08/2017 19:31 3.2 20:05 260

05/08/2017 9:56 0.9 17:49 303

06/08/2017 9:46 0 14:47 202

07/08/2017 12:36 5.2 15:09 322

08/08/2017 9:56 6 20:22 335

09/08/2017 12:42 2.7 2:52 343

10/08/2017 17:23 1 16:07 342

11/08/2017 0:50 6.5 9:40 225

12/08/2017 18:31 1.1 9:59 305

13/08/2017 18:56 -2.1 11:30 279

14/08/2017 19:55 3.7 11:04 185

15/08/2017 11:01 0.2 17:49 270

16/08/2017 9:26 2.5 16:16 172

17/08/2017 13:10 3.7 9:50 207

18/08/2017 13:00 -0.7 14:03 236

19/08/2017 14:32 1.3 16:29 260

20/08/2017 9:55 1.1 14:41 200

21/08/2017 9:53 9.5 12:48 139

22/08/2017 16:44 9.5 6:05 115

23/08/2017 13:26 5 5:30 251

24/08/2017 10:57 2.8 13:41 244

25/08/2017 16:15 2.9 15:27 268

26/08/2017 20:14 3.5 9:46 344

27/08/2017 9:52 1.7 12:27 132

28/08/2017 14:00 6 17:53 216

29/08/2017 11:25 2.1 2:23 331

30/08/2017 7:17 -0.1 7:15 304

31/08/2017 10:58 0.1 15:40 292  
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UK WEATHER REVIEW 
 
August 2017 

The start of August saw a continuation of the generally westerly flow which had been in place through the 
second half of July.  This brought cloud and rain at times, with only brief intervals of fine weather, and it 
was mostly cool.  It was rather warmer for a time around the 17th to 23rd, and the highest temperatures 
of the month occurred in south-eastern areas during 27th to 29th which also saw some fine weather.  The 
close of the month saw a return to cooler showery conditions. 

The provisional UK mean temperature was 14.5 °C, which is 0.4 °C below the 1981-2010 long-term 
average.  Temperatures were near average in Northern Scotland and some eastern coasts, and rather 
below elsewhere.  Rainfall was generally above normal, with more than 150% of average in places, but 
South Wales, Norfolk and Northumberland were a little drier than average.  Sunshine was generally near 
normal, slightly below in some western areas with the brightest area being north-east England. 

The UK monthly extremes were as follows:  A maximum temperature of 29.3 °C was recorded at 
Frittenden (Kent) on the 29th.  A minimum temperature of 0.5 °C was recorded at Katesbridge (County 
Down) on the 13th.  In the 24 hours ending at 0900 GMT on the 23rd, 76.4 mm of rain fell at South Uist 
(Western Isles).  A wind gust of 57 knots (66 mph) was recorded at Needles (Isle of Wight) on the 18th. 

Source: The Met Office. 

 

Pitsford Water.  
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UK WEATHER DIARY 

England  

1st to 9th 

Heavy showers on the 1st spread east and thunderstorms developed mainly to the east of the Pennines. 
The 2nd was cloudy and rain spread from the south-west, heavy across southernmost counties. The 3rd 
was brighter for many, punctuated by showers, heaviest in the north. There was sunshine mixed with 
scattered showers on the 4th.  The 5th also had sunshine and showers, these showerse thundery in 
some places.  It was sunny in the south-east on the 6th, but rain spread into western parts and the 
Midlands during the day.  Sunshine and showers over the north on the 7th, cloudier with patchy rain or 
showers from the Midlands southwards.  It was cool and wet for all on the 8th with showers, some 
thundery, or prolonged spells of rain particularly in the east and north-east, with 54.0 mm of rain at 
Leconfield (Humberside), and the temperature only reached 12.4 °C at Middleton (Derbyshire).  The 9th 
was bright across the north and far south-west, but the south-east saw persistent rain and low daytime 
temperatures. 

10th to 18th 

The 10th was largely dry and sunny although there were early showers around Kent and the Thames 
Estuary.  Rain across the north and west on the 11th moved south-eastwards, fizzling out in the 
afternoon, and it was dry and sunny for the south-east.  Variable cloud across the country on the 12th 
with rain/showers across the north and south-west, becoming heavy over the North York Moors and 
Humberside, but it stayed dry in the south-east.  After a sunny start on the 13th cloud bubbled up in most 
places in the afternoon.  It was wet across central parts early on the 14th, with showers across the north-
west, dry in the south and east before heavy rain moved into the south-west in the afternoon. Warm and 
sunny across the majority of the country on the 15th, with 14.1 hours of sunshine at Whitby (North 
Yorkshire), but scattered showers affected the north-west in the morning. The north-west and far south-
west had rain throughout the day on the 16th, with the east remaining dry and sunny. Dry for most on the 
17th, with just scattered showers over the Midlands and south-west.  Sunshine and showers on the 18th, 
the showers heavy and thundery through the Midlands and the south-east, and winds were strong with 66 
mph gusts recorded at Needles (Isle of Wight). 

19th to 23rd 

A dry, sunny start in the south and east on the 19th, while showers in the west spread to most regions by 
afternoon, dying away into the evening.  Most places started sunny on the 20th, but cloud and rain over 
the south-west spread slowly eastwards into central and south-eastern parts by evening.  It was chilly 
early on the 21st, Kielder Castle (Northumberland) falling to 2.5 °C; rain and drizzle across the Midlands 
moved into the north-west during the afternoon. It was sunny in the south-west on the 22nd, but generally 
cloudy elsewhere with isolated showers. Warm overnight into the 23rd, Bognor Regis and Shoreham 
(West Sussex) not falling below 18.1 °C, followed by a cloudy and wet start across northern areas with 
the heaviest rain for parts of Yorkshire, which cleared the east coast early afternoon, while sunny spells 
developed from the west with a few isolated showers. 

24th to 31st 

The 24th was mainly dry and cloudy with a few scattered showers across the north and south-west, and 
sunny spells developed through the afternoon. The 25th was mainly dry with sunny spells across the 
Midlands and south-east, cloudier further north with some patchy rain moving south. The 26th started 
cloudy with patchy rain across East Anglia and some isolated showers over the north-west, but this soon 
cleared and it became mainly dry with sunny spells. The 27th was fine and warm with sunny spells, 
although cloudier across the north with patchy rain and drizzle over Cumbria. It was cloudy across 
northern counties on the 28th and rain arrived in Cumbria and moved southwards, but it was warm, dry 
and sunny from the Midlands southwards and the maximum temperature of 28.2 °C at Holbeach 
(Lincolnshire) broke the record for the Late August Bank Holiday.  It was generally cloudy with patchy rain 
on the 29th, but it was warm with sunshine and showers in the south-east giving a maximum of 29.3 °C at 
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Frittenden (Kent).  Central and southern parts were wet on the 30th, with sunshine and showers 
elsewhere.  There were showers and thunderstorms across the north-west initially on the 31st, and these 
became widespread into the afternoon. 

Wales  

1st to 8th 

There were heavy showers on the 1st, with 10 to 20 mm of rain across Carmarthenshire.  Rain on the 
2nd turned showery and Capel Curig (Gwynedd) recorded 45.4 mm. Showers almost everywhere on the 
3rd, but it was brighter along Gwynedd coasts.  The 4th was a much brighter day with 10.4 hours of 
sunshine at Valley (Anglesey), though there were scattered showers elsewhere.  Bright spells and 
thundery showers on the 5th, and it was wettest through south central parts.  It was sunny in the south on 
the 6th, cloudy and cool in the north with a maximum of only 13.4 °C at Lake Vrynwy (Powys), and turned 
wet everywhere by the evening with 45.8 mm of rain at Capel Curig (Gwynedd).  The 7th was sunny over 
the north-west, cloudy with patchy rain/showers elsewhere.  Sunshine and showers on the 8th, some of 
the showers turning thundery during the afternoon. 

9th to 19th 

It was largely dry and sunny on the 9th. The 10th started cool, with an overnight minimum of 2.5 °C at 
Swyddffynnon (Dyfed), but was a sunny day.  It was cloudy with rain on and off on the 11th.  The 12th 
started cloudy with widespread showers, but became brighter and drier by the afternoon.  After a sunny 
start to the 13th, cloud increased during the day with rain in the south-west by evening.  The rain 
continued into the 14th, which became drier with showers for at time before turning very wet in the 
evening. Dry and sunny on the 15th, Aberdaron (Gwynedd) recording 13.2 hours of sunshine, but with 
blustery winds on coasts and on high ground.  The 16th began dry but a large area of rain moved north-
eastwards late in the afternoon to all parts and became heavier by the evening.  Scattered showers 
affected most parts on the 17th, with some strong winds especially in exposed locations, gusts exceeding 
40 mph. Sunshine and frequent, blustery heavy showers for the 18th, the showers turning thundery in the 
south for a time in the afternoon, and winds gusted to 58 mph at Mumbles (West Glamorgan).  The 19th 
saw sunshine and mainly light showers.  

20th to 27th 

Starting bright on the 20th but turning cloudy and wet everywhere by mid-afternoon.  The morning of the 
21st was wet in central and northern parts, but it turned drier and brighter in the afternoon.  It was 
generally cloudy on the 22nd with isolated showers in the afternoon, but warm nonetheless with 
Prestatyn (Clwyd) reaching 25.4 °C. It stayed warm overnight into the 23rd, Hawarden (Clwyd) not falling 
below 17.3 °C, and after clearance of some patchy rain it was a day of sunshine and showers. The 24th 
was mainly dry and cloudy with a few scattered showers through the morning and some sunny spells 
developing by the evening. The 25th was again mainly dry with sunny spells, although it clouded over 
from the north with some patchy rain. The 26th started cloudy with a few isolated showers, soon 
becoming mainly dry with sunny spells and feeling warm. The 27th was mainly dry but cloudy with some 
patchy rain for the north-west, with sunny spells spreading from the south late in the day. 

28th to 31st 

The 28th was mainly cloudy and dry, the best of any sunshine across the south-east, with rain arriving 
across the north in the evening.  Cloudy with patchy rain/drizzle on the morning of the 29th, drier in the 
afternoon.  Rain in the south-east cleared away on the 30th followed by sunshine and showers.  There 
were showers and thunderstorms across the north early on the 31st, which cleared, then all parts had a 
mix of sunshine and widespread showers. 
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Scotland 

1st to 8th 

There were showers on the 1st, heaviest north-west of the Great Glen. It remained unsettled on the 2nd 
with longer spells of rain spreading north from late morning. Showers again on the 3rd, particularly wet 
across the North Highlands and Shetland, but with brighter spells in the south and east. It was wet on the 
4th with rain or showers, heaviest across the North-west Highlands.  The 5th had a mixture of sunshine 
and showers.  It was sunny over the east on the 6th, cloudy elsewhere with rain crossing central and 
southern areas during the day, followed by widespread showers later on.  Sunshine and widespread 
showers on the 7th.  After a bright or sunny start in most places on the 8th, showers developed and 
became widespread during the afternoon. 

9th to 19th 

It was dry and bright on the 9th, the west getting the best of the sunshine with 13.6 hours at Bishopton 
(Renfrewshire). Dry and bright on the 10th before rain reached the Western Isles in the evening.  It was 
wet and windy on the 11th, with gusts of 51 mph recorded at Loch Glascarnoch (Ross & Cromarty) and 
Drumalbin (Lanarkshire) before turning brighter with sunshine and showers in the afternoon.  Rain over 
the east and the Borders on the 12th cleared southwards followed by sunshine and showers.  It was 
sunny in the south and east to start the 13th, then showers in the west spread to all parts during the 
afternoon.  It was wet everywhere on the 14th, turning drier with showers by afternoon before more rain 
reached the south-west by evening. Showers affected mainly the central belt and west coast throughout 
the day on the 15th, warmer and drier to the east. Rain moved eastwards through the day on the 16th 
affecting all parts, and it was windy with gusts of 51 mph recorded at both Loch Glascarnoch and 
Drumalbin. After a dry start for most on the 17th, a slow-moving band of rain came into the west, but it 
was warm and sunny to the east of this.  Wet and cool for most on the 18th, when Dalwhinnie (Inverness-
shire) only reached 12.0 °C, with prolonged rain or showers, turning thundery across the south-west in 
the evening.  The 19th began dry and sunny, but frequent showers spread from the west to all parts by 
the afternoon. 

20th to 26th 

Sunny across the east on the 20th, cloudier elsewhere with a few showers.  Bright or sunny on the 21st, 
but cloud increased from the south with some rain by evening.  Bands of rain crossed the country on the 
morning of the 22nd, drying up for a time in the afternoon before heavy, thundery rain moved into the 
west in the evening giving 76.4 mm of rain at South Uist (Western Isles), and it was warm with a 
maximum of 24.1 °C at Threave (Kirkcudbright). The 23rd started wet with heavy, thundery rain moving 
north-east across the country, clearing by lunchtime with some bright spells but with a few showers 
across Argyll and Bute. The 24th started mainly dry and cloudy, but scattered showers developed by mid-
morning ahead of another band of heavy rain which moved across Argyll and Bute in the afternoon and 
spread from Skye to Dumfries & Galloway. The 25th was mainly cloudy with heavy rain or showers, but 
drier across the Western and Northern Isles. The 26th started cloudy, with scattered showers across the 
north-east and through the central belt, then became mainly dry in the afternoon with a few isolated 
showers across the south and east. 

27th to 31st 

The 27th was a mainly dry but cloudy day with some patchy rain across the North-west Highlands and 
the Borders, and a more organised band of heavy rain moving in across the north-west in the evening. It 
was warm and windy early on the 28th, with Grangemouth (Stirlingshire) and Edinburgh Botanical 
Gardens not falling below 17.0 °C, and gusts to 51 mph at Loch Glascarnoch and Drumalbin, then a band 
of heavy rain moved across the country from north-west to south-east and cleared the Borders after 
dusk.  It was cloudy with some rain on the 29th, turning brighter but showery from the north in the 
afternoon.  There was a cold start to the 30th, the minimum only 1.6°C at Aboyne (Aberdeenshire), with 
showers becoming widespread by afternoon.  The 31st was similar with showers becoming widespread 
again in the afternoon. 
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Northern Ireland  

1st to 12th 

Heavy showers spread east on the 1st and turned thundery for some. Further rain spread northwards 
during the 2nd, turning more showery later. Showers on the 3rd became increasingly frequent across 
northern districts towards evening. The 4th was much brighter, with only isolated showers. Staying bright 
on the 5th with showers again, but a cooler day.  The 6th was wet in the morning, brighter but very 
showery in the afternoon.  The 7th brought sunshine and showers, as did the 8th but with a dry sunny 
end to the day, Magilligan (County Londonderry) recording 10.8hrs of sunshine. The 9th was largely dry 
and bright, and the 10th was too until cloud and rain advanced into western parts by dusk.  The 11th had 
a cloudy morning with patchy rain, but turned brighter with showers in the afternoon, and Murlough 
(County Down) reached 22.5 °C.  The 12th was a day of sunshine and showers.  

13th to 20th 

After a bright but cold start to the 13th, Katesbridge (County Down) falling to 0.5 °C overnight, cloud 
increased in the afternoon with rain into the west by evening.  The 14th started very wet but became 
brighter with showers by midday. Light showers during the morning of the 15th cleared eastwards by the 
afternoon. The 16th was wet, the rain moving eastwards to be followed by scattered blustery showers 
with and winds gusting to 46mph at Orlock Head (County Down). Sunshine and showers throughout the 
day on both the 17th and the 18th.  Similar on the 19th, the showers at their worst around the middle of 
the day.  After a bright start on the 20th it became cloudy with rain for a time in the south-west. 

21st to 27th 

The 21st was cloudy and wet.  Mild overnight into the 22nd, Castlederg (County Tyrone) not falling below 
16.4 °C, but turning very wet in the afternoon with heavy rain and thunderstorms producing a total of 61.6 
mm at Lough Fea (County Londonderry). After a dry and bright start on the 23rd, scattered heavy 
showers developed from lunchtime. The 24th started off dry and cloudy but a band of rain then showers 
soon moved across all areas from the west. The 25th was mainly cloudy with a band of heavy rain 
moving slowly south through the morning and heavy, thundery showers developing in the afternoon and 
evening. The 26th began cloudy with some scattered showers, soon clearing to leave a mainly dry and 
cloudy afternoon and evening. The 27th was a mainly dry and cloudy day with patchy rain or drizzle in the 
south-east. 

28th to 31st 

The 28th was another cloudy day, with a band of rain moving across the Province from north-west to 
south-east clearing in the evening.  Cool and cloudy with showers on the 29th, a little brighter later, but 
maximum temperature only 13.5°C at Glenanne (County Armagh).  Sunshine and widespread showers 
for the 30th, and similar on the 31st albeit with less in the way of showers. 

 

Source: The Met Office 
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NOTABLE WEATHER ACROSS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
 
There were no notable weather events across the county during August. 
 

WEATHER CENTRE NEWS 

For several weeks we have been experiencing technical problems with the PC running the Instromet 
weather station. The machine has been prone to freezing after just a few days. Despite work on the 
machine that has involved reloading the software, upgrading the RAM and changing the motherboard, 
the problem persists. The last solution will be to change the power supply before recourse to changing to 
a different machine. Fortunately, the Instromet weather station feeds into a datalogger which can hold 
weather records for up to a month, so there has been no loss of record. Hopefully, we will be able to fix 
the problem soon. 

 

There continue to be one or two niggles with the Cumulus software running the weather station. Whilst 
the problems are minor, it would appear that support for Cumulus is being wound down and that no easy 
solution will be found. Whilst we expect Cumulus to maintain the weather station for some time to come, 
it is our intention in the longer term to revert back to Met4Net which is being updated and relaunched by 
Instromet Weather Systems themselves. As this new software nears completion we may test parts of it 
on our website.  
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OUTLOOK FOR AUTUMN 2017 

 

Summer 2017 was a very mixed season. June brought spells of hot weather to southern and central 
regions but the north remained more unsettled. The second half of July saw the changeable conditions 
spreading southwards with all regions having wet spells. August was a cooler month with the Central 
England Temperature (CET) finishing close to the average. Rainfall amounts varied regionally but on the 
whole it was quite a wet summer for much of the UK. 

Autumn overview 

The seasonal forecast headline is for an unsettled autumn with stormy periods. Temperatures are 
expected to be slightly above the long  term average over the September, October and November period. 
That fits in well with the pattern this year which has seen all months to date delivering temperatures close 
to or above the average. 

During the early part of the autumn there may be quite a lot of dry and fine weather in southern regions 
with the north generally remaining under a changeable Atlantic flow. Despite that some wet spells are 
possible in the south too. 

October and November 

The forecast suggests the weather will become increasingly unsettled during October. As is typically the 
case in the UK the stormiest conditions are expected to be in the north and west with higher pressure to 
the south of the UK leading to some quieter and more benign spells. Unsettled conditions at this time of 
the year suggests close to or slightly above average temperatures. 

November is forecast to bring a continuation of the predominantly unsettled conditions, with northern 
regions again seeing the worst. The chance of colder and more wintry spells usually increases through 
November and that is expected to be the case this year. With the likelihood of a mobile pattern for much 
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of the period the chances of colder plunges of air making their way to southern parts of the UK is 
considered to be quite high. However, temperatures are predicted to be close to average over November 
as a whole. 

Summary 

An unsettled meteorological autumn is suggested although spells of dry and fine weather are likely early 
on. Temperatures over the September, October and November period as a whole are forecast to be 
slightly above the average. November could bring close to average temperatures and a mobile pattern 
may lead to some short colder incursions in the south, and more wintry spells in the north. The chance of 
notably stormy spells during October and November is considered to be higher than average and this 
could turn out to be the key feature of the weather during the three month period. 

 

 
 
 
The outlook  is provided by The Weather Outlook, www.theweatheroutlook.com. It does not necessary 
represent the opinion of forecasters at Pitsford Weather Centre. 

 
 

 

 
 
Wheatfields ripening in the summer sunshine near Boughton.

http://www.theweatheroutlook.com/
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SPECIAL REPORT: Bringing Weather to Life  
 

A special feature on the weather centre’s patron, Alex Deakin 
 

 
 
From appearing on Celebrity Mastermind and The Great Sport Relief Bake Off to presenting the weather 
on Channel 5 and Facebook Live – life for Alex Deakin, who’s now back at the Met Office, is as varied as 
ever.  

At was while studying astrophysics at Birmingham University that Alex’s interest in the weather and 
climate was sparked. After graduating in 1997, he joined the Met Office’s meteorology training scheme. 
“It fitted me perfectly,” he recalls, “a case of moving on from studying the atmospheres of other planets, to 
going back to Earth.” 

One of his earliest jobs was at ITV, preparing graphics and briefing the presenter, Sian Lloyd. The 
broadcasting side of things took off following a chance encounter in 1999 at a film premiere for The 
Perfect Storm. It was there that he met the head of BBC Weather, Helen Young, who invited him to a 
nerve-racking – but successful – screen test. For the next sixteen years, Alex went on to become one of 
the BBC’s most popular weather reporters. 

Painting weather pictures with words 

“We never read off a script,” says Alex. “The graphics are your prompt. When I’m training presenters 
today, I emphasise how crucial the first ten seconds of your delivery are in capturing someone’s 
attention.” 

Alex admits that being surrounded by scientists at the Met Office can sometimes make it tricky to switch 
into ‘presenting mode’ to communicate complex information to viewers without using technical terms. 

“I imagine that I’m talking to a friend – so phrases like ‘occluded fronts’ become ‘it’s a grotty, old day’. And 
I’ll throw in some dramatic-sounding adjectives to peak people’s interest and keep them watching. You 
could say that’s my ‘trademark’ style.” 

On leaving the BBC in 2016, Alex joined the Communications team at the Met Office to work in its new 
broadcasting suite. It’s here that, surrounded by high-tech wizardry, he creates weather forecasts for the 
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Met Office national weather forecast, the British Forces Broadcast Service and Facebook Live. As the 
Met Office’s latest social media channel, Facebook Live’s fun, ad hoc format is proving very popular – 
especially with the younger viewers who prefer their information snack-sized. 

Alex might present the weather in the studio or film outside during a frosty morning. He even put 14 love 
songs into a Valentine’s themed forecast. But whether he’s describing a weather bomb on his Twitter 
feed, or interviewing the Chief Forecaster in the Operations Centre, it’s clear that social media is gaining 
ground as a forecasting platform. 

“It’s great for people to access all the in-depth information available,” Alex explains. “We’re hoping 
Facebook Live branches out into a Q&A format, perhaps on topics such as pollen and UV levels.” 

Visual Cortex capability 

Along with his presenting role, he is also creating forecasts using Visual Cortex – the Met Office’s new 
graphics system. 

“It’s mind-boggling having so much computer power at my fingertips. In the old days, one weather symbol 
might represent 300 square miles. Now I can display the atmosphere, 30,000 feet up, before swooping 
down through the clouds onto details like towns and rivers.” 

Despite all the technology at his disposal, Alex – in his own words – tries not to be like a ‘kid in a 
sweetshop’ and avoids adding too many confusing visual layers. It’s always a matter of considering the 
range of devices people might be using to view forecasts – and adapting accordingly. So while a jet 
stream graphic might look brilliant on a 64” plasma screen, it’s not going to work well on a smartphone. 

With so many current leaps in science and technology, Alex feels he’s returned to the Met Office at a very 
exciting time. 

“This is the start of something big. We must stay open-minded about where technology is taking us. Like 
the weather, you need to keep a close eye on what’s coming up next.” 
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APPENDIX 1: Weather Centre Instrumentation 

 
In August 2016 the weather station moved to full 
automation for weather recording. Two 
automatic weather stations are in use – a 
Climatica Executive model built to our 
specifications by Instromet Weather Systems 
Ltd and a Davis Vantage Pro 2 Plus station. The 
two stations complement each other with their 
differing capabilities.  However, in the event of 
shutdown due to maintenance the presence of a 
second station means that the weather record 
continues unbroken.  The existing manual 
instruments are maintained for routine 
calibration.   
 
The following inventory indicates how we record 
different aspects of the weather and which station is used as a primary capture device. 
 
 
Temperature 
 
Electronic sensors (Instromet) positioned inside a Stevenson screen alongside sheathed pattern 
thermometers (dry, wet, maximum and minimum) which are used for calibration.  A second large pattern 
Stevenson screen contains a thermograph, hygrograph and a Piché evaporimeter. 
 
Solar Radiation 
 
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record solar radiation and UV radiation.  
Electronic sunshine recorder (Instromet) calibrated against a UK Met Office Mk II Campbell-Stokes 
sunshine recorder records the hours and minutes of bright sunshine.  
 
Rainfall 
Electronic rainfall sensor (Instromet) calibrated against a standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge . 
Tilting siphon rainfall recorders with daily and weekly clocks.  
 
Wind Direction & Wind Speed 
 
Anemometer and wind vane (Instromet) calibrated against an analogue wind vane, totalising cup-counter 
anemometer.   
Metcheck generator type anemometer and electrical wind vane. 
 
Atmospheric Pressure 
 
Electronic barometer (Davis VP2 Plus) calibrated against a Precision Aneroid Barometer.  
Open-scale micro-barograph.  
Fortin mercurial barometer (no longer in use) 
 
Surface Temperature 
 
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record the temperatures of a concrete slab and an artifical grass 
surface, also recording the instances of ground frost.  
 
Lightning 
 
Boltek LD-250 lightning detector and Astrogenic software records the locations and severity of 
thunderstorms.  
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APPENDIX 2:  
 
1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford 
 

  
Mean Max 

(C) 
Mean Min 

(C) 
Mean 

(C) 
Rain 
(mm) 

Sunshine 
(hrs) 

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49 

February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5 

March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2 

April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3 

May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7 

June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1 

July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7 

August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2 

September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3 

October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1 

November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4 

December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4 

Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9 
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