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REVIEW OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
Headline:  Mild with a predominance of south or south-westerly winds. Exceptionally mild during 
the final week which produced one of the warmest March days on record. 

 
March began unsettled with low pressure dominating the scene centred over southern Scandinavia and 
weak frontal systems tracking across the UK. Over the next few days, a second low pressure system 
converged on the British Isles from the south-west. This system would lie fairly stationary over Ireland on 
the 4th before moving slowly up the west coast of Scotland. By the 6th, this low had largely filled but the 
weather along the south coast was influence by a vigorous low tracking eastwards through the English 
Channel. Unsurprisingly, there were spells of rain during this first week, particularly on the 3rd which 
recorded 7.4mm of rain at Pitsford. It also became quite windy at times; gusts exceed 32mph on the 2nd 
and 33mph on the 4th. 
 
A ridge of high pressure built in from the south-west on the 7th introducing a welcome weather window. 
The day began chilly, but the county enjoyed a fine day with lengthy spells of sunshine – 9.7hrs was 
recorded at Pitsford) – and another fairly sunny day followed on the 8th before the next set of Atlantic 
fronts moved in from the west. The rain tied into these fronts fell mainly overnight into the 9th and the 
remainder of the day was dry, albeit overcast and mild as is typical of a warm sector. Temperatures 
during the day rose to 13.8C at Pitsford. In fact, the 9th did represent something of a watershed in terms 
of temperatures as subsequent days remained consistently mild, particularly so during the early 
mornings.  
 
High pressure, resident over France and Spain, began to extend its influence further north towards the 
UK and whilst frontal systems did become caught up beneath its circulation, the county enjoyed a 
protracted period of dry albeit cloudy weather, interrupted only on the 12th as high pressure pulled away 
eastwards towards Scandinavia.  
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The weather fronts and their associated rain moving through on the 12th served to clean up the 
atmosphere and the 13th followed as a fine day with lengthy spells of sunshine with a renewed 
anticyclone building in towards the UK from the Azores.  By this stage, and benefiting from the stronger 
sunshine, daytime temperatures continued their upward climb. The 15th was, in fact, the sunniest day of 
the year so far with 11.4hrs recorded at Pitsford. This resulted in daytime temperatures reaching an 
exceptionally mild 16.2C.  Unfortunately, the high weakened on the 16th to allow a cold front to drive 
much cooler and fresher air south-eastwards across the UK.  
 
A warm front drove eastwards on the 17th introducing a spell of light rain and milder temperatures 
associated with a warm sector. The depression system introducing this milder air was slow moving and 
the county enjoyed relatively warm weather for the next few days, reaching 15.5C on the 19th. However, 
as is fairly typical with a warm sector and mild tropical maritime air, the days remained cloudy with little in 
the way of sunshine. It was windy at times though and gusts exceeded 30mph on the 19th and 20th. 
 
The mild spell came to an end on the 20th as a cold front moved south-eastwards through the county. 
This front produced a spell of quite heavy rain during the afternoon (6.5mm) and the clearing skies 
overnight that followed allowed temperatures to fall smartly. The 21st was a typical polar maritime day 
with sunshine and scattered showers. A low pressure into Ireland on the 22nd and associated frontal 
systems produced outbreaks of rain. However, the low then steered southwards towards Biscay as a long 
extension of the Azores high pressure developed across the northern half of the UK and then slipped 
southwards over the next few days. Although feeling cold in the shade with an east or north-easterly 
breeze prevailing, the county enjoyed several days of Spring sunshine. 
 
High pressure remained in charge across the UK until the 26th, before pulling away to the North Sea on 
the 27th.  The 25th was a beautiful day across the county with 10hrs of sunshine from dawn until dusk. 
Daytime temperatures were typically around 13 or 14C, although some chilly nights followed. As the high 
retreated on the 27th the county was greeted with some fairly extensive fog during the morning. Although 
this cleared, the fog returned overnight.  
 
A marked change in the weather occurred on the 29th as a succession of frontal systems introduced 
outbreaks of rain. However, the principal change would be the incursion of a warm sector during the night 
which then resulted in the 30th being one of the warmest March days on record. Daytime temperatures at 
Pitsford reached 20.4C, the warmest March day since 1990. The following day was a little cooler 
following the passage of a weak cold front, but still mild at 16.3C.  
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CLIMATOLOGICAL STATISTICS 

 
The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for March 2017. Observations are made by 
automatic weather station calibrated regularly against standard pattern instruments. The reset time for daily 
observations is 0900 GMT.  Averages refer to the period 1981-2010.  
 
 

Summary for March 2017  
 

Air Temperatures:       
The Highest Maximum: 20.4C on  30 at  15:51 
The Lowest Maximum: 8.6C on  22 at  16:38 
The Highest Minimum: 11.3C on  30 at  05:08 
The Lowest Minimum: 2.0C  on  05  at  07:20 
The Mean Maximum:  12.7C     
The Mean Minimum:  5.2C     
The Overall Mean:  9.0C     
Difference from the Monthly Mean:  +1.6C     
       
Relative Humidity:       
Highest Relative Humidity:  100% on 03 at  22:38 
Lowest Relative Humidity: 44% on 21 at  12:18 
Mean Relative Humidity: 77.9%     
       
Dew Point:       
The Highest Dew Point: 12.8C on 30 at  10:10 
The Lowest Dew Point: -17.3C on 25 at  16:47 
The Mean Dew Point: -5.4C     
       
Rainfall:       
Total: 34.2mm     
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 75%     
Duration of Rainfall: 16.5hrs     
Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 7.4mm on 03   
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 14      
Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 12      
       
Sunshine:       
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 98.5hrs     
Sunniest day: 11.4 hrs on 15   
No. of days without sunshine: 10      
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 98.3%     
       
The Highest Solar Radiation: 856W/m2 on 28 at 13:40 
The Highest UV Index: 3.5 on 30 at  12:40 
       
Pressure (reduced to sea level):       
The Highest Pressure: 1035mb on 14 at  07:58 
The Lowest Pressure: 992.1mb on 05 at 11:05 
Mean Pressure: 1001.4mb     
       
Winds       
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 175.7miles     
The Highest Average Wind Speed:  20.4 mph on 05 at 09:17 
Run of wind (cumulative):  5446.2miles     
Highest Maximum Gust:  35.1mph on 01 at 07:43 
Bearing of Maximum Gust:  246      
No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0      
The Average Daily Wind Speed: 7.3mph     
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Winds from the Following Directions:       
N 0      
NE 5      
E 1      
SE 1      
S 10      
SW 9      
W 2      
NW 3      
Calm 0      
       
Grass        
Lowest Grass Minimum: 1.1C on 05 at 06:00 
Mean Grass Temperature: 8.9C     
       
Concrete       
Lowest Concrete Minimum: 0.6C on 05 at 06:10 
Mean Concrete Temperature: 9.7C     
       
Evaporatranspiration: 46.3mm     
       
Days with:       
Thunder: 0      
Hail <5mm: 0      
Hail >/=5mm: 0      
Snow or snow & rain: 0      
Snow lying: 0      
Fog: 2      
Air Frost: 0      
Duration of Air Frost: 0hrs     
Ground Frost: 0     
Gales: 0  
 

 
 

Data © Pitsford Weather Centre 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Icons of Spring – carpets of daffodils appearing in parks across Northamptonshire.
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DAILY WEATHER LOG 

   
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Weather Centre during March 2017.  
 

1st: Dry for much of the day with some spells of sunshine. Outbreaks of rain during the late evening with 
the wind freshening overnight into the 2nd. Max. 9.0 °C Min. 3.9 °C Rain 1.7 mm Gust 35.1 mph Sunshine 
2.3 hrs 

2nd: Initially quite windy, but easing through the morning. Dry good spells of sunshine. Max. 10.3 °C Min. 
3.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 32.4 mph Sunshine 6.7 hrs 

3rd: Rain continuing until early afternoon then dry for a time before returning during the evening and 
overnight. Max. 9.5 °C Min. 4.9 °C Rain 7.4 mm Gust 19.9 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

4th: Rain clearing then spells of sunshine through the morning. Feeling milder. Passing shower during the 
early evening, but continuing otherwise dry. Max. 11.3 °C Min. 4.2 °C Rain 1.6 mm Gust 33.6 mph 
Sunshine 3.3 hrs 

5th: Heavy rain during the early morning clearing to spells of sunshine for the afternoon. Outbreaks of rain 
returning though during the later evening. Temperatures falling sharply towards dawn with a touch of 
ground frost. Max. 9.7 °C Min. 2.0 °C Rain 3.0 mm Gust 28.9 mph Sunshine 1.4 hrs 

6th: A chilly start, but remaining dry with lengthy spells of sunshine. Max. 9.9 °C Min. 2.1 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 23.0 mph Sunshine 9.7 hrs 

7th: A fine day with some spells of sunshine, despite fairly persistent thin cloud. Outbreaks of rain 
overnight. Max. 10.9 °C Min. 4.7 °C Rain 1.6 mm Gust 25.1 mph Sunshine 5.5 hrs 

8th: Dry, but remaining largely overcast throughout the day. Milder. Max. 13.8 °C Min. 6.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 18.8 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

9th: Bright sunshine from the outset and continuing dry with prolonged sunshine throughout the day. Mild 
and Spring-like. Max. 13.0 °C Min. 4.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 27.3 mph Sunshine 9.5 hrs 

10th: Overcast. Essentially dry, but some drizzly spells. Max. 13.5 °C Min. 7.9 °C Rain tr mm 
Gust  14.3 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

11th: A mild day, dry but with fairly persistent cloud and mist. Max. 13.8 °C Min. 8.3 °C Rain 1.2 mm Gust 
13.0 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

12th: Outbreaks of rain during the morning, clearing to a drier afternoon but remaining cloudy. Feeling 
mild. Clearing skies overnight resulting in a chilly dawn on the 13th. Max. 13.0 °C Min. 3.4 °C Rain 0.4 
mm Gust 27.1 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

13th: A fine day with spells of sunshine and feeling particularly mild, even warm, in the sunshine. 
Max. 14.0 °C Min. 5.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 14.3 mph Sunshine 6.7 hrs 

14th: Another fine day and continuing mild for mid March. Cloudy for the most part, but some sunshine 
coming through during the afternoon. Max. 14.9 °C Min. 5.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 23.5 mph Sunshine 2.2 
hrs 

15th: A beautiful Spring-like day with prolonged spells of sunshine and becoming warm by late afternoon. 
Max. 16.2 °C Min. 5.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 13.4 mph Sunshine 11.4 hrs 
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16th: Cooler and cloudier compared to the 15th. Remaining dry. Max. 9.5 °C Min. 2.9 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 20.4 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

17th: Continuing cool and cloudy during the daytime, but temperatures rising through the evening and 
overnight with the introduction of a warm front and some occasional light rain. Max. 12.7°C Min. 5.9 °C 
Rain tr mm Gust 29.5 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

18th: Mild and remaining generally overcast throughout the day. One or two brief drizzly spells, but 
otherwise dry. Max. 14.9° C Min. 10.0 °C Rain tr mm Gust 28.0 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

19th: Another mostly cloudy, but mild day. One or two brief glimmers of sunshine through the afternoon 
together with some very light drizzly showers. Outbreaks of rain overnight into the 20th. Max. 15.5 °C Min. 
10.1 °C Rain 0.2 mm Gust 34.4 mph Sunshine 0.9 hrs 

20th: Overcast through the morning then a spell of heavy rain during the early afternoon, clearing to 
sunshine but turning noticeably colder. Max. 12.1 °C Min. 2.5 °C Rain 6.5 mm Gust 30.2 mph Sunshine 
1.9 hrs 

21st: A chilly start to the day, but fine during the morning with some sunshine. Clouding over by mid-day 
with some sharp showers breaking out through the afternoon. These falling as rain at Pitsford, but reports 
of brief sleet/snow across the higher ground of the Uplands such as Ravensthorpe. Max. 10.8 °C Min. 4.2 
°C Rain 0.7 mm Gust 25.1 mph Sunshine 6.7 hrs 

22nd: Continuing to feel chilly. Mostly cloudy with outbreaks of heavy rain during the early afternoon. Rain 
clearing fairly quickly, but returning later in the night. Max. 8.6 °C Min. 2.7 °C Rain 6.3 mm Gust 25.3 mph 
Sunshine 1.0 hrs 

23rd: A fine day with good spells of sunshine. Breeze turning NE’rly and feeling chilly in the 
shade. Max. 12.2 °C Min. 4.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 29.1 mph Sunshine 5.5 hrs 

24th: A fine day, dry and prolonged spells of sunshine. Max. 12.6 °C Min. 2.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 24.2 
mph Sunshine 6.4 hrs 

25th: A beautiful day. Mild with prolonged sunshine from dawn until dusk. Turning chilly overnight though 
under clear skies. Max. 13.9°C Min. 4.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 21.5 mph Sunshine 10.0 hrs 

26th: Another fine day and once again feeling mild. Prolonged sunshine through the morning and into the 
afternoon, but turning cloudier later. Max. 14.7 °C Min. 3.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 23.9 mph Sunshine 7.7 
hrs 

27th: Fog during the early morning taking a little while to clear. Remaining dry and cooler than of 
late. Some sunshine to end the day. Fog returning by dawn on the 28th. Max. 10.9 °C Min. 3.7 °C 
Rain 0.0 mm Gust 12.5 mph Sunshine 2.6 hrs 

28th: Mist and fog clearing to some spells of sunshine. Remaining dry during the day, but some significant 
cloud development during the evening followed by spells of rain, continuing overnight. Max. 15.5 °C Min. 
4.5 °C Rain 1.7 mm Gust 23.0 mph Sunshine 2.4 hrs 

29th: Occasional showers during the early morning, but becoming drier later. Remaining cloudy. Little 
change in temperatures during the evening and overnight with the arrival of a warm sector. Max. 13.9 °C 
Min. 9.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 22.8 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

30th: Initially cloudy, but sunshine coming through later. Very mild for the time of year. In fact, this day 
was the warmest March day locally since 1990 and the 6th warmest on record in Northampton. Max. 20.4 
°C Min. 11.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 26.8 mph Sunshine 4.0 hrs 
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31st: A fine day with some spells of sunshine later and mild, but not as mild as the 30th. Max. 16.3 °C Min. 
6.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 25.9 mph Sunshine 3.7 hrs 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Line of daffodils along the main street in Draughton. 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA – MARCH 2017 

 
The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record.  Readings are taken by automatic 
weather station at 1 minute intervals. Regular calibration of the sensors is carried out against standard 
pattern instruments. Record values are always checked. The reset time for daily readings is standard at 0900 
GMT. Permission to use the data  for commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the centre 
manager, Pitsford Weather Centre, Pitsford School, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  
 

 

Date

High wind 

gust (mph)

Bearing of 

high gust (°)

Time of 

high gust

Minimum 

temp (C) 

Time of 

Minimum 

temp

Maximum 

temp (C)

Time of 

max temp

3/1/2017 35.1 246 7:43 3.9 22:40 9 14:27

3/2/2017 32.4 269 9:34 3.6 4:45 10.3 14:06

3/3/2017 19.9 131 12:40 4.9 9:03 9.5 17:02

3/4/2017 33.6 148 8:34 4.2 5:32 11.3 14:05

3/5/2017 28.9 261 14:24 2 7:20 9.7 13:56

3/6/2017 23 286 13:18 2.1 6:47 9.9 15:16

3/7/2017 25.1 160 1:10 4.9 9:00 10.9 8:40

3/8/2017 18.8 349 6:50 6.9 0:00 13 14:40

3/9/2017 27.3 259 10:50 5.1 2:40 13 14:00

3/10/2017 14.3 200 14:20 8.1 10:30 11.5 13:20

3/11/2017 13 155 9:50 8.4 7:00 13.8 15:50

3/12/2017 27.1 325 18:12 3.4 6:49 13 14:02

3/13/2017 14.3 248 13:50 5.8 3:23 14 14:02

3/14/2017 23.5 275 13:38 5 7:25 14.9 15:40

3/15/2017 16.1 175 8:18 5.5 8:22 16.2 15:18

3/16/2017 20.4 318 21:48 2.9 4:40 9.5 15:00

3/17/2017 29.5 241 20:27 5.9 9:00 12.7 8:54

3/18/2017 28 276 12:44 10 2:39 14.9 12:36

3/19/2017 34.4 258 13:43 10.1 6:02 15.5 14:20

3/20/2017 30.2 293 12:30 2.5 6:30 12.1 11:15

3/21/2017 25.1 226 12:08 4.2 5:26 10.8 12:43

3/22/2017 25.3 155 10:28 2.7 23:04 8.6 16:38

3/23/2017 29.1 43 16:48 4.5 1:51 12.2 14:28

3/24/2017 24.2 32 11:44 2.6 5:30 12.6 14:40

3/25/2017 21.5 21 14:40 4 3:50 13.9 14:33

3/26/2017 23.9 58 13:13 3.6 7:08 14.7 15:27

3/27/2017 12.5 77 22:33 3.7 6:47 10.9 16:20

3/28/2017 23 215 17:10 4.5 10:00 15.5 13:39

3/29/2017 22.8 175 15:01 9.8 0:10 14 9:58

3/30/2017 26.8 183 14:10 11.3 5:08 20.4 15:51

3/31/2017 25.9 170 16:54 6.6 3:02 16.3 15:24  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 
 

Date

Minimum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of min 

pressure

Maximum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

max 

pressure

Maximum 

rainfall rate 

(mm/hr)

Time of 

max rainfall 

rate

Total 

rainfall 

(mm)

3/1/2017 1001.8 20:51 1009.5 8:55 13.2 21:30 1.7

3/2/2017 1005.5 8:54 1014.4 18:09 10.8 8:31 1.3

3/3/2017 995.3 5:03 1005.5 9:00 8.4 22:23 7.4

3/4/2017 994.2 15:11 998.1 3:47 9.6 18:06 1.6

3/5/2017 992.1 11:05 1006.1 8:51 3.6 9:15 3

3/6/2017 1006.1 9:00 1019 8:20 0 9:00 0

3/7/2017 1010.9 5:20 1019.8 13:20 6 23:40 1.6

3/8/2017 1012.7 9:20 1020 8:50 0 0:00 0

3/9/2017 1020.1 9:00 1027.4 0:40 0 0:00 0

3/10/2017 1020.4 6:00 1026.1 9:00 0 0:00 0

3/11/2017 1015.1 5:30 1020.6 9:00 1.2 5:10 1.2

3/12/2017 1015.9 9:51 1028.8 8:43 1.2 10:21 0.4

3/13/2017 1028.7 9:00 1031.2 7:44 0 9:00 0

3/14/2017 1030.6 10:57 1035 7:58 0 9:00 0

3/15/2017 1026.1 8:37 1034.8 9:00 1.2 8:31 0.1

3/16/2017 1021.6 19:03 1026.1 9:00 0 9:00 0

3/17/2017 1011.4 23:30 1022.6 9:00 0 9:00 0

3/18/2017 1012.2 7:56 1015.7 20:10 0 9:00 0

3/19/2017 1007.7 8:25 1012.3 9:00 2.4 2:09 0.2

3/20/2017 1006.4 12:11 1013.6 8:50 20.4 12:37 6.5

3/21/2017 1009.1 5:55 1014 11:07 7.2 17:00 0.7

3/22/2017 1009.4 9:00 1020.4 8:37 7.2 3:13 6.3

3/23/2017 1020.3 9:00 1031.5 8:51 0 9:00 0

3/24/2017 1031.3 9:00 1033.6 18:40 0 9:00 0

3/25/2017 n/a 9:07 1034 9:11 2.4 9:13 0

3/26/2017 1026.5 5:26 1028.5 10:00 0 10:00 0

3/27/2017 1022.3 6:47 1027.1 11:09 0 10:00 0

3/28/2017 1021.8 4:16 1024.1 9:56 2.4 22:07 2.2

3/29/2017 1022.3 7:50 1024.4 12:11 0 10:00 0

3/30/2017 1013.3 8:39 1022.8 10:12 0 10:00 0

3/31/2017 1011.4 5:19 1014.4 11:12 0 10:00 0  
 
Where no rainfall is recorded, the station returns a default time of 09:00 (GMT) or 10:00 (BST). 
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Climatological data ctd: 
 
 

Date

Avg temp 

for the day 

(C)

Total wind 

run (miles)

Highest avg 

wind speed 

(mph)

Time of 

high avg 

wind speed

Lowest 

humidity 

(%)

Time of low 

humidity

Highest 

humidity 

(%)

3/1/2017 6.3 199.1 20.3 8:52 59 1:16 98

3/2/2017 6.3 200.5 18.6 9:38 46 16:40 93

3/3/2017 7.3 163.5 12.7 13:56 82 8:57 100

3/4/2017 7 241.8 18.8 8:39 49 15:25 92

3/5/2017 5.3 199.9 20.4 9:17 62 13:31 95

3/6/2017 5.7 166.7 16.2 12:36 50 14:40 91

3/7/2017 8.2 194.3 14.4 3:00 52 19:10 99

3/8/2017 10 125.4 9.9 9:00 68 15:00 97

3/9/2017 8.7 147.9 17.1 12:30 51 12:20 83

3/10/2017 10 157.6 9.2 19:50 77 9:10 98

3/11/2017 11.2 97.2 8.5 9:50 83 22:40 97

3/12/2017 8.6 137.5 15.7 22:01 72 18:01 100

3/13/2017 9.5 79.3 9.2 13:44 63 12:53 100

3/14/2017 10.4 85.2 11 17:03 74 15:48 99

3/15/2017 10.4 84.6 9.4 8:39 54 13:14 99

3/16/2017 6.8 129.6 11.8 21:57 65 3:25 97

3/17/2017 9.7 220.5 16.4 15:32 57 13:40 91

3/18/2017 12.1 187.4 14.9 12:47 73 12:31 99

3/19/2017 11.8 233.7 16.5 13:47 66 13:17 100

3/20/2017 7 188 16 11:18 57 8:55 100

3/21/2017 6.1 214.4 14.5 2:26 44 12:18 89

3/22/2017 5.5 163 16 10:34 66 16:58 97

3/23/2017 7.4 316.8 19.6 13:45 57 13:38 91

3/24/2017 10.2 114.6 16.5 9:25 64 14:41 87

3/25/2017 7.8 213 14.3 14:59 n/a 9:07 87

3/26/2017 8 232.4 16.1 15:40 64 14:10 97

3/27/2017 6.2 106.4 9 21:48 73 16:21 99

3/28/2017 11.1 187.5 16.1 17:33 60 17:24 100

3/29/2017 13.1 144.4 14.9 16:05 82 11:42 97

3/30/2017 15.3 252.4 17.6 16:17 48 16:12 89

3/31/2017 10.9 261.6 18.9 16:20 55 15:43 93  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 
 

Date

Time of 

high 

humidity

Total 

evapotrans 

(mm)

Total 

sunshine 

(hrs)

High heat 

index (C)

Time of 

high heat 

index

High app 

temp (C)

Time of 

high app 

temp

3/1/2017 21:52 0 2.3 9 14:27 6.3 16:26

3/2/2017 8:38 0 6.7 10.3 14:06 6.1 15:53

3/3/2017 22:38 0 0 9.5 17:02 8.1 16:01

3/4/2017 18:02 0 3.3 11.3 14:05 6.7 14:05

3/5/2017 10:49 0 1.4 9.7 13:56 5.3 13:56

3/6/2017 6:09 0 9.7 9.9 15:16 5.6 16:17

3/7/2017 6:10 0 0 10.9 8:40 8.9 7:30

3/8/2017 0:40 0 2 13 14:40 11.2 13:20

3/9/2017 0:40 0 0 13 14:00 8.6 15:10

3/10/2017 5:00 0 0 11.5 13:20 9.6 13:20

3/11/2017 7:00 0 0 13.8 15:50 12.9 15:30

3/12/2017 9:56 0 0 13 14:02 12.9 14:00

3/13/2017 3:39 0 6.7 14 14:02 12.3 17:47

3/14/2017 3:43 0 2.2 14.9 15:40 13.4 16:37

3/15/2017 5:22 0 11.4 16.2 15:18 15.1 14:08

3/16/2017 9:00 0 0 9.5 15:00 7.8 16:40

3/17/2017 5:18 0 0 12.7 8:54 10.3 8:56

3/18/2017 22:03 0 0 14.9 12:36 13 14:06

3/19/2017 5:43 0 0.9 15.5 14:20 12.6 14:21

3/20/2017 9:35 0 1.9 12.1 11:15 9.4 12:29

3/21/2017 17:11 0 6.7 10.8 12:43 6.1 14:00

3/22/2017 5:28 0 1 8.6 16:38 5.4 16:41

3/23/2017 5:00 0 5.5 12.2 14:28 6.9 14:30

3/24/2017 18:11 0 6.4 12.6 14:40 8.9 15:07

3/25/2017 6:22 0 10 13.9 14:33 9.4 15:11

3/26/2017 0:58 0 7.7 14.7 15:27 10.5 15:29

3/27/2017 1:10 0 2.6 10.9 16:20 9.2 16:28

3/28/2017 0:31 0 2.4 15.5 13:39 14.1 13:39

3/29/2017 17:35 0 0 14 9:58 11.5 18:45

3/30/2017 10:00 0 4 20.4 15:51 16.2 14:49

3/31/2017 2:26 0 3.7 16.3 15:24 12.1 14:09  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

 

Date

Low app 

temp (C)

Time of low 

app temp

High hourly 

rain (mm)

Time of 

high hourly 

rain

Low wind 

chill (C)

Time of low 

wind chill

High dew 

point (C)

3/1/2017 -2.3 1:19 1.6 22:25 0.1 22:32 5.7

3/2/2017 -1.4 9:00 1.2 8:42 1 4:53 4.3

3/3/2017 1.8 10:13 3.4 22:43 2.9 10:06 8.7

3/4/2017 -2.2 8:59 0.8 18:03 0 8:59 6.3

3/5/2017 -3.5 9:17 1.7 9:36 -1 21:08 5.1

3/6/2017 -1.7 2:07 0 9:00 -0.2 6:14 4

3/7/2017 1.4 0:10 0 0:00 2.9 9:30 5.3

3/8/2017 3.4 0:00 0 0:00 4.3 0:00 5

3/9/2017 2.3 2:40 0 0:00 3.9 2:40 2.1

3/10/2017 4.8 9:00 0 0:00 6 10:20 5.1

3/11/2017 7 4:30 0 0:00 8 4:30 6.1

3/12/2017 0.5 7:16 0.3 11:19 1.7 7:11 11

3/13/2017 2.7 3:23 0 9:00 3.7 3:23 9.6

3/14/2017 3.5 7:25 0 9:00 5 7:25 11.6

3/15/2017 1.4 8:41 0 9:00 2.4 8:42 10.1

3/16/2017 -0.5 6:00 0.1 9:00 0.9 6:13 7.5

3/17/2017 2 9:00 0 9:00 3.5 9:00 10.4

3/18/2017 6.3 7:11 0 9:00 8.1 7:11 11.8

3/19/2017 6.1 8:47 0.2 2:08 7.7 3:10 10.6

3/20/2017 -1.6 6:34 4.5 13:24 -0.2 6:34 11.1

3/21/2017 -1.7 17:00 0.6 17:00 0.1 17:00 3.6

3/22/2017 -2.2 12:49 3.4 3:49 -0.7 12:49 5.7

3/23/2017 -1.2 2:54 0 9:00 0.4 2:58 6.3

3/24/2017 1.1 9:02 0 9:00 3.5 9:02 7.7

3/25/2017 -1 2:26 0.2 9:13 0 9:07 5.8

3/26/2017 -0.7 7:04 0 10:00 0.3 7:04 8.9

3/27/2017 0.6 6:44 0 10:00 1.7 6:31 7.4

3/28/2017 2.3 10:12 0.8 22:30 3.7 10:12 11

3/29/2017 8.4 8:04 0 10:00 10.1 10:09 12.3

3/30/2017 7.4 9:54 0 10:00 9.7 9:11 12.8

3/31/2017 2.9 4:56 0 10:00 4 4:56 10.4  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Pitsford Weather Centre  – Monthly Weather Report – March 2017 

 15 

Climatological data ctd: 
 

 

 

Date

Time of 

high dew 

point

Low dew 

point (C)

Time of low 

dew point

Dominant 

wind dir (°)

3/1/2017 21:27 -10.3 1:16 244

3/2/2017 8:38 -14.1 18:35 216

3/3/2017 17:09 -2 8:15 151

3/4/2017 18:03 -10.5 15:25 181

3/5/2017 11:24 -6.1 6:10 270

3/6/2017 11:08 -10.9 14:47 301

3/7/2017 7:40 -10.8 19:10 195

3/8/2017 10:30 -0.8 16:00 247

3/9/2017 9:00 -7.7 12:20 317

3/10/2017 17:10 -1.3 9:10 169

3/11/2017 17:00 2.1 3:50 167

3/12/2017 14:00 -3.9 6:46 314

3/13/2017 18:20 -3.5 10:54 240

3/14/2017 15:16 -1.4 7:38 261

3/15/2017 14:29 -4 13:14 200

3/16/2017 13:46 -8.6 3:27 242

3/17/2017 8:54 -7.7 13:40 233

3/18/2017 16:30 1.6 7:46 243

3/19/2017 16:09 0.3 13:21 212

3/20/2017 10:41 -10.3 8:55 223

3/21/2017 8:56 -14.9 13:01 181

3/22/2017 15:23 -5.3 22:59 102

3/23/2017 16:20 -5.4 14:41 29

3/24/2017 15:30 -2.9 11:50 37

3/25/2017 9:31 -17.3 16:47 24

3/26/2017 15:29 -3.3 7:34 49

3/27/2017 17:24 -3.1 8:26 54

3/28/2017 9:47 -1.8 10:18 191

3/29/2017 9:50 4.5 11:42 187

3/30/2017 10:10 -3.8 16:26 172

3/31/2017 10:15 -3.3 16:34 177  
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UK WEATHER REVIEW 
 

March 2017 

At the start of March, the weather was changeable with westerly and south-westerly winds, and mild for 
most but with some wintry showers in Scotland, mainly over higher ground. The first half continued mild 
and changeable but with some quieter interludes, particularly in the second week and in the south-east. 
The UK escaped the storm that brought damaging winds to northern France on the 6th.The weather 
briefly turned colder between the 20th and the 22nd, with some snow in the north, but several dry sunny 
days followed under high pressure.It turned wetter during the last four days. 

The provisional UK mean temperature was 7.3 °C, which is 1.8 °C above the 1981-2010 long-term 
average, making it the joint fifth warmest March in a series since 1910. Mean maximum temperatures 
were between 1.5 and 2.5°C above average across most of the country, with the highest anomalies in 
East Anglia and the south-east, while mean minimum temperatures were more than 2 °C above over 
much of southern England but less than 1 °C above in parts of Scotland.  Rainfall was below normal in 
the south-east and in parts of Scotland, but above normal in Wales, north-west England and the Borders, 
with 104% of average rainfall overall.  Sunshine was 121% of average, and it was a sunny month over 
most of the country, especially so in north-west Scotland, but sunshine was below normal in south Wales 
and the West Country. 

The UK monthly extremes were as follows:  A maximum temperature of 22.1 °C was recorded at 
Gravesend (Kent) on the 30th.  A minimum temperature of -8.6 °C was recorded at Dalwhinnie 
(Inverness-shire) on the 22nd.  In the 24 hours ending at 0900 GMT on the 4th, 75.0 mm of rain fell at 
Trassey Slievenaman (County Down).  Wind gusts of 67 knots (77 mph) were recorded at Fair Isle and 
Lerwick (Shetland) on the 14th. A snow depth of 14 cm was recorded at Copley (County Durham) on the 
22nd. 

Weather Impacts 

March began where February left off, with unsettled conditions dominating.  On the 2nd, snow and ice 
created some difficult travelling conditions across the Peak District and Pennines, and the Snake Pass 
was closed due to snow for much of the morning.  Although a deep low pressure system brought 
considerable disruption and 120 mph gusts to north-western France on the 6th, no specific impacts were 
noted in the UK. 

The weather was more benign and mild for the next two weeks, punctuated by a brief windy spell for the 
Northern Isles and north of Lewis on the 14th.  Some short-lived power cuts occurred on Lewis during the 
day, and further away a high-sided vehicle blew over on the Forth Road Bridge, forcing a lengthy closure 
of the bridge to all traffic during the afternoon peak. 

On the 21st, the M8 was closed westbound by a jack-knifed lorry during the morning peak, and the A702 
into Edinburgh was closed due to multiple collisions. The M77 was also partially blocked for a time, as 
well as some other closures on higher-level routes such as the A83 at the Rest and Be Thankful. On the 
22nd, many roads in Cumbria were affected by snow including the Kirkstone Pass, the A590, the A684 
and the A66. The M6 was also affected by an accident for a while near Shap and Tebay. 

The weather turned warmer for the remainder of the month.  On the 28th, fog caused disruption to flights 
in London, and the Woolwich Ferry on the Thames was suspended due to fog. The fine conditions  also 
led to a marked increase in wildfire activity in south Wales, which tested the resources of the Fire and 
Rescue service. 

 

 

Source: The Met Office. 
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UK WEATHER DIARY 

England 

1st to 7th 

There was a cool start on the 1st with -4.6 °C recorded at Topcliffe (North Yorkshire), and rain affected 
southern counties, spreading northwards later. The 2nd was a largely bright day, with 9 hours of sunshine 
recorded at Odiham (Hampshire), before rain, sleet and snow arrived in the far north in the evening. The 
3rd was mild across the south but wet elsewhere with early rain and showers which moved slowly 
northwards.  The 4th saw bands of slow-moving showers, with rain across the south-west later. It was 
wet with strong winds in the south on the 5th but brighter in the north-east with 9.2 hours of sunshine at 
Boulmer (Northumberland). The 6th saw rain across Cornwall and Devon while showers developed 
further north and east. The 7th was milder with widespread sunshine before rain spread into all districts in 
the evening. 

8th to 12th 

The 8th was mainly cloudy with patchy rain across southern counties, and mild with 15.1 °C reached at 
Northolt (London). After a cloudy start, the 9th became dry and sunny except in the south-west. The 10th 
was a mainly cloudy but dry day with a few fog or mist patches across the south-west and it was mild 
again. Another cloudy day followed on the 11th with mist or fog patches but there were some sunny 
spells for south-east England where the temperature reached 17.7 °C at Gravesend (Kent). The 12th was 
cloudy again with patchy rain, which moved from west to east across all areas, but this broke up, allowing 
some late sunshine across western areas. 

13th to 16th 

The 13th was dry, mild and sunny except in the far north-west, with 10.6 hours of sunshine recorded at 
East Malling (Kent). It was largely dry and mild again on the 14th, with sunny spells in the north and the 
far south-east, but with strong winds across parts of the north. There was widespread sunshine and it 
was mostly dry across all regions on the 15th with 18.8 °C reached at Kew Gardens (London) and 10.8 
hours of sunshine at Shawbury (Shropshire).  On the 16th fog, mainly over central and southern parts, 
cleared to leave a sunny day in the far east but cloud and rain reached the north later. 

17th to 23rd 

It was windy on the 17th with heavy rain over the north spreading southwards during the day. The 18th 
started dry in the south but it was windy and wet in many areas, the rain heaviest in the north-west with 
58.6 mm recorded at Alston Springhouse (Cumbria) and a gust of 67 mph recorded at High Bradfield 
(South Yorkshire). It was wet in the north-west on the 19th with brighter spells and patchy rain 
elsewhere.  The north was wet again on the 20th but the rain cleared southwards leaving a mix of 
sunshine and showers. Showers through the south-west spread inland on the 21st, some of which were 
wintry, but it stayed dry and sunny over the south-east. The 22nd was wet throughout and heavy rain 
turned to snow, mainly on high ground, in northern districts, with 44.0 mm recorded at Blencathra 
(Cumbria) and 14 cm of lying snow at Copley (County Durham). The 23rd started with rain in the south-
west but this cleared to leave a mainly dry and bright day. 

24th to 27th 

It was warm and dry on the 24th after early rain in the south-west, and sunny in the north. It was mainly 
dry, warm and sunny on the 25th with 12.3 hours of sunshine recorded at East Malling (Kent). Another 
dry and sunny day followed on the 26th after an early frost in the north. There was persistent cloud and 
morning fog over central and eastern counties on the 27th but otherwise it was another sunny day. 
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28th to 31st 

There was extensive fog in central and eastern parts on the 28th, which cleared by midday, but bands of 
rain and showers crossed the country later. It was generally cloudy and wet on the 29th, wettest in the 
north and west. It was sunny and warm in the south-east on the 30th with a maximum temperature of 
22.1 °C at Gravesend (Kent), but it turned wet in northern parts later. There was a mix of sunshine and 
showers on the 31st after early rain across the north. 

Wales  

1st to 7th 

The 1st had a frosty but dry morning followed by rain spreading from the west. The 2nd was cool and 
breezy but largely bright with sunshine and showers, and a 67 mph gust was recorded at Aberdaron 
(Gwynedd). The 3rd started wet, the rain spreading slowly northwards during the day. The 4th was a day 
of sunshine and scattered showers. The 5th was cool and showery after rain cleared from northern areas 
in the morning. After a cool start inland, the 6th was a day of sunshine and showers. The 7th was mainly 
cloudy but dry. 

8th to 11th  

It was milder on the 8th, with some sunny spells in the north, but otherwise mainly cloudy with patchy rain 
and showers in the south. The 9th began cloudy but soon improved to leave a dry and sunny day before 
more cloud moved in from the west in the evening, and it was mild with a maximum of 16.9°C at Usk 
 (Monmouthshire). The 10th was a mainly cloudy, mild and dry day with a few fog or mist patches. It was 
cloudy and mild again on the 11th with mist or fog patches and patchy rain in the north. 

12th to 15th 

The 12th was another cloudy day, with patchy rain spreading eastwards, but cloud broke in time to allow 
some late sunshine. The 13th was mild and dry with widespread sunny spells.  The 14th was warm 
again, with 17.0 °C recorded at Hawarden (Flintshire), and mostly dry with sunny spells before turning 
cloudier later. Mostly dry, sunny and mild on the 15th, especially across central and northern districts.  

16th to 22nd 

It was cloudy with fog and patchy rain in places on the 16th, which cleared before more general rain 
reached the north during the afternoon. The 17th was wet and windy and turned out to be the wettest day 
of the month at Lake Vyrnwy (Powys) with 48.0 mm.  It was windy again on the 18th with rain in most 
places at times during the day.  The 19th was cloudy with patchy rain, mainly in the north.  It was wet and 
windy everywhere to start the 20th, the rain clearing away in the afternoon, leaving sunshine and a few 
showers.  There was a mix of sunshine and showers for the 21st, the showers becoming more 
widespread and heavier during the afternoon. After a dry start on the 22nd, rain spread north during the 
afternoon, turning wintry over higher ground. 

23rd to 27th 

The 23rd was mainly dry and sunny after early patchy rain across southern counties. The 24th was dry, 
warm and sunny. It was dry, sunny and increasingly warm on the 25th with 18.7 °C reached at 
Porthmadog (Gwynedd), the warmest day of the month, and 11.9 hours of sunshine was measured at 
Lake Vyrnwy, the sunniest day of the month also. It was sunny again on the 26th after a cool start, and 
remained dry and bright for the 27th but with persistent cloud over the east of the country. 

28th to 31st 

The 28th started cloudy, with fog in places persisting until noon, then the afternoon was brighter with 
showers before more rain arrived in the evening.  It was generally cloudy and wet on the 29th.  It 
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remained generally cloudy and wet on the 30th, the rain heaviest rain over the north and west. The 31st 
had sunshine and showers. 

Scotland 

1st to 7th 

After a cold start, the 1st was a day of sunshine and showers, some wintry. The 2nd was a cool, blustery 
day with sunshine and showers, the showers again turning wintry over higher ground .The 3rd was 
mostly dry and sunny with 9.7 hours of sunshine recorded at Kinloss (Moray) before rain spread into 
southern counties by evening. It was cool and increasingly wet on the 4th with showers or rain spreading 
north, heaviest across the north-east. After early showers on the 5th it turned brighter with 7.9 hours of 
sunshine at Prestwick (Ayrshire). It was showery again on the 6th but with longer sunny spells across the 
north. There was a frosty start in the north on the 7th but after a bright morning rain spread from the west 
during the afternoon. 

8th to 12th  

It was wet and windy across the north-west on the 8th but brighter further south. The 9th started cloudy, 
with patchy rain across the Borders and the North-west Highlands, but this cleared to allow some 
sunshine before it turned cloudy in the west later. The 10th was a cloudy, mild and mainly dry day with a 
few fog or mist patches across the south.  The 11th was another mainly cloudy day with patchy rain 
spreading east and fog and mist across the south but it became clearer across the north-west. The 12th 
was a generally cloudy day but it was the warmest day of the year so far reaching 16.4 °C at Fyvie Castle 
(Aberdeenshire). 

13th to 17th 

The 13th was a bright, mild and mostly dry day with lengthy sunny spells across Border regions. The 14th 
saw sunshine and blustery showers with strengthening winds across the north, and gusts reached 77 
mph across the Northern Isles. It stayed windy in the north on the 15th with showers across the North-
west Highlands but it was cloudy and rather mild elsewhere.  The 16th was cloudy, with rain across 
western parts turning more showery later. It was windy and very wet everywhere on the 17th. 

18th to 22nd 

The 18th was breezy; though starting mainly dry, rain or showers arrived later for most places.  It was wet 
to start over the Borders on the 19th, but the rain cleared to leave sunshine and blustery showers, with 
sleet or snow over higher ground.  It was windy with rain clearing the east during the morning of the 20th, 
followed by widespread wintry showers, and it was several degrees colder than of late. Sunshine and 
frequent wintry showers covered the northern half of the country on the 21st, with 7 cm of snow 
accumulating at Penicuik (Midlothian), but it stayed drier and brighter through Border areas. The 22nd 
saw sleet and snow over higher ground in the south but it was more showery across northern districts 
after a cold start, with an overnight minimum of -8.6 °C at Dalwhinnie (Inverness-shire). 

23rd to 27th 

After another cold night, with temperatures down to -7.3 °C at Kinbrace (Sutherland), the 23rd was dry 
and largely sunny but cool overall.  It was mostly sunny after a frosty start on the 24th though with some 
patchy rain in the far north. The 25th was dry, sunny and warm, with 12.2 hours of sunshine at 
Charterhall (Berwickshire).  Another sunny day followed on the 26th, and Cromdale (Moray) recorded the 
month’s highest maximum of 20.6 °C.  It remained sunny over most parts on the 27th, although a little 
cloudier around northern and western coasts. 
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28th to 31st 

Sunny through Moray and Grampian on the 28th, but it was cloudy elsewhere and rain and showers 
reached the south-west by late afternoon. The 29th was cloudy with rain moving north across the 
country.  It was bright and very mild in the north-east on the 30th but cloudy elsewhere with heavy 
showers through the south from late afternoon: Eskdalemuir (Dumfries and Galloway) recorded 46.8 mm 
of rain. The 31st was also wet with rain in the south-west slowly spreading north. 

Northern Ireland  

1st to 7th 

After a dry morning on the 1st, it became showery with a band of rain moving across the country later. A 
cool start on the 2nd with wintry showers gave way to rain which spread north across all parts. The 3rd 
was a very wet day with over 25 mm in many places and 75.0 mm recorded at Trassey Slievenaman 
(County Down), the highest total of the month. It remained cloudy and cool on the 4th with scattered 
showers. The 5th saw patchy rain across the south but it was dry and bright elsewhere with 9.4 hours of 
sunshine at Magilligan (County Londonderry). Sunshine and afternoon showers on the 6th after a cool 
start with frost in places. The 7th was cool and cloudy with patchy rain becoming heavier later. 

8th to 12th 

It was dry and warmer throughout on the 8th with plenty of sunshine but it was breezy along North 
Channel coasts. The 9th was mainly dry and warm with sunny spells but turned cloudy from the west in 
the evening. The 10th was cloudy and dry with a few early fog or mist patches. The 11th was a cloudy 
day, with rain clearing eastwards in the morning, but the north became brighter later with a maximum 
temperature of 16.0°C at Giant’s Causeway (County Antrim). The 12th was another cloudy day, with 
patchy rain which died out to allow some late sunshine. 

13th to 15th 

It was fine and dry on the 13th with widespread sunshine, and warm with 16.6 °C recorded at Murlough 
(County Down). It stayed mild and mostly dry through the 14th with widespread sunny spells but there 
were strong winds along the Antrim coast. The 15th was mild and dry throughout but cloudier than the 
previous two days. 

16th to 22nd 

Patchy rain on the 16th cleared to leave an afternoon of sunshine and blustery showers.  It was cloudy, 
wet and windy on both the 17th and 18th.  After a wet morning on the 19th the rain cleared, leaving 
sunshine and blustery showers for the afternoon.  It was cooler and windier on the 20th with sunshine 
and showers. After an early frost, the 21st was windy again with more sunshine and showers. Rain 
spread eastwards on the 22nd and turned to sleet and snow over higher ground. 

 23rd to 27th 

The 23rd was dry but rather cool and cloudy. It was dry, warm and sunny throughout on the 24th after an 
early widespread frost. Warm, dry and sunny weather continued on the 25th with 17.6 °C reached at 
Castlederg (County Tyrone), the warmest day of the month. Katesbridge (County Down) had earlier seen 
the coldest night of the month with -5.4 °C overnight.  Sunny conditions prevailed through the 26th and 
27th after a cool start on both days, with the month’s highest sunshine total, 11.7 hours, at Magilligan 
(County Londonderry) on the 26th. 
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28th to 31st 

It was cloudier and cooler on the 28th with rain or showers, and generally cloudy and wet on the 29th. 
The 30th was cloudy again with rain or showers. A wet morning for all on the 31st as rain pushed slowly 
north leaving sunshine and showers behind.      

Source: The Met Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Threatening skies over Brixworth on the evening of 28th March.  
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NOTABLE WEATHER ACROSS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

30 March 

A warm sector moves in from the south-west rising daytime temperatures at Pitsford to 20.4C at 15:51, 
making this the warmest March day since 20.7C was recorded in 1990. The day represents the 6th 
warmest March day since temperature records began in Northampton in 1880. 

  

Temperature recorded at Pitsford weather centre on 30th March 2017.  

 
 
The start of a fine sunny day on the 9th at Pitsford Hall. 
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OUTLOOK FOR APRIL 

 

March was a very mild month. Provisional figures from the Met Office give a Central England 
Temperature (CET) of 8.4C which is 2.8C above the average. April has begun with high pressure and dry 
conditions but typically people think of the month as changeable. The widely used proverb "April Showers 
Bring May Flowers" can be traced back to 1886. Will this month follow the rule? 

The headline is for a dry start followed by changeable weather. Temperatures are expected to be slightly 
above the average and precipitation slightly below. During the middle of the month the forecast points to 
a risk of wintry conditions in northern areas.  

The very latest ensemble computer model data continues to support more changeable weather 
developing around the 11th April. 

Detail 

April started mostly dry. The first couple of days brought sunny spells and showers which initially were 
heavy and thundery in places. During the middle of the week rain in the north west slowly pushed 
southeastwards and faded away. Through the rest of the period a good deal of dry weather during the 
first week. The days were quite mild, but where clear spells developed at night frost continued to be a 
risk, especially in the north. 

The second week will see a transition to more changeable conditions bringing showers or longer spells of 
rain to all regions, but particularly the west. Towards the end of the second week it may become colder 
and in the north showers may turn wintry over high ground. Frosts could be widespread on some nights. 

Rather changeable weather will continue through to the end of the month.  On the whole temperatures 
are expected to be slightly above average in the south and close to average in the north. However, some 
colder interludes are expected and there is still a possibility of nighttime frosts. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The outlook  is provided by The Weather Outlook, www.theweatheroutlook.com. It does not necessary 
represent the opinion of forecasters at Pitsford Weather Centre. 

 

 

http://www.theweatheroutlook.com/
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SPECIAL REPORT: The Day in the Life of an Aviation 
Meteorologist 
 

 

Commercial airlines striving to keep to their tight schedules. Military pilots flying off on training exercises. 
Right across the aviation sector, the Met Office is there to provide the detailed weather advice that’s 
crucial to keeping operations running smoothly. But what’s it like to offer on-the-ground support to this 
highly weather-sensitive industry? Two aviation meteorologists give us an insight into their day-to-day 
work. 

Planning ahead 

Emma Corrigan, easyJet Operational Headquarters 

With over 200 aircraft criss-crossing Europe’s skies, easyJet relies on confident forecasts to mitigate any 
impact the weather may have on their daily operations. As flights start from 6am, the busiest part of the 
working day for meteorologist Emma Corrigan is often before most people have woken up. 

“The morning shift begins at 4am and the next two hours are filled with particularly intense activity. This 
includes looking at the general weather situation, then focusing on anywhere easyJet is particularly 
concerned about to give them more detail.” 

Tailored forecasts 

The skill of working as an aviation meteorologist involves giving clients complex weather information in a 
way that best helps them make important decisions. At easyJet, this can mean homing in on their most 
popular flight routes and airports. 

“Aircraft can sometimes do six flights in one day, so if a morning one is delayed it can have a knock-on 
effect that could have the negative consequence of delays impacting on customers,” says Emma. “I 
produce a daily weather summary that highlights the risk of potential impacts. When there is difficult 
weather around easyJet’s main bases, such as where aircraft and crew are stationed, we tend to see a 
much higher impact than at smaller airports which may only have one flight a day.” 
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Instant feedback 

After creating the forecast, Emma briefs everyone from engineers to executives on the day’s weather, as 
well as giving them a five-day outlook. She also talks to pilots about the weather forecast for their route – 
including sending up-to-the-minute information to them while they’re in flight. For Emma, it’s the chance 
to work so closely with the company that she finds most interesting. “You can see how your advice 
affects the decisions they make. It makes it really enjoyable when your information helps keep their 
programme on track.” 

And the biggest challenge? The changeability of the weather. As Emma explains, “meteorology isn’t an 
exact science. Sometimes we’ll be faced with a marginal weather situation that could go either way. You 
have to be confident in the advice you’re giving, and not sit on the fence.” 

A personalised approach 

Catherine Maguire, RAF Linton-on-Ouse 

If aviation meteorology means tailoring forecasts to offer the most useful advice, working in the defence 
sector takes this personalised approach to a new level. Catherine Maguire, stationed at an RAF base that 
trains fast-jet pilots, often finds herself advising individual pilots on the routes they plan to fly. 

“They might say, ‘I’m flying from Yorkshire to the north of Scotland via these valleys’”, says Catherine. 
“Because their aircraft are much more sensitive to weather than commercial jets, they need to know 
about small fluctuations in weather conditions for the entire journey.” 

The weather in brief 

Catherine’s working day begins at 5.30am, when she gets up to speed with the day’s weather, then briefs 
pilots and operational personnel ahead of the first training flights. Due to the different limits that the 
trainee pilots can fly at, such as the cloud base and wind speed, these briefings have to be extremely 
detailed. 

“Sometimes I’ll brief groups as small as two or three pilots. Experienced pilots can fly in most weather 
conditions, but the trainees are far more sensitive to weather. For example, a difference of a few hundred 
feet in the cloud base can decide whether someone will fly or not, so you do have to be incredibly 
specific.” 

Staying up to date 

After the briefings, Catherine is on hand to answer enquiries and create ad hoc forecasts, including 
advising about conditions that could affect ground-level operations at the base. For instance, as the RAF 
is responsible for gritting its own roads, a heads-up about icy conditions can help make sure people and 
resources are available to get the job done. As might be expected, it’s the weather that makes a 
difference to the day’s workload. 

“Although the structure of each day is the same, what I do depends on whether there’s hazardous 
weather forecasted”, explains Catherine. “If there are thunderstorms or low cloud coming in, I’ll have lots 
of enquiries from pilots. And if conditions change faster than expected, I’ll get in touch with flight 
operations who can call the pilots back if needed. It’s all about constant communication.” 
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APPENDIX 1: Weather Centre Instrumentation 

 
In July 2016 the weather station moved to full 
automation for weather recording. Two 
automatic weather stations are in use – a 
Climatica Executive model built to our 
specifications by Instromet Weather Systems 
Ltd and a Davis Vantage Pro 2 Plus station. The 
two stations complement each other with their 
differing capabilities.  However, in the event of 
shutdown due to maintenance the presence of a 
second station means that the weather record 
continues unbroken.  The existing manual 
instruments are maintained for routine 
calibration.   
 
The following inventory indicates how we record 
different aspects of the weather and which station is used as a primary capture device. 
 
 
Temperature 
 
Electronic sensors (Instromet) positioned inside a Stevenson screen alongside sheathed pattern 
thermometers (dry, wet, maximum and minimum) which are used for calibration.  A second large pattern 
Stevenson screen contains a thermograph, hygrograph and a Piché evaporimeter. 
 
Solar Radiation 

 
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record solar radiation and UV radiation.  
Electronic sunshine recorder (Instromet) calibrated against a UK Met Office Mk II Campbell-Stokes 
sunshine recorder records the hours and minutes of bright sunshine.  
 
Rainfall 

Electronic rainfall sensor (Instromet) calibrated against a standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge . 
Tilting siphon rainfall recorders with daily and weekly clocks.  
 
Wind Direction & Wind Speed 
 
Anemometer and wind vane (Instromet) calibrated against an analogue wind vane, totalising cup-counter 
anemometer.   
Metcheck generator type anemometer and electrical wind vane. 
 
Atmospheric Pressure 

 
Electronic barometer (Davis VP2 Plus) calibrated against a Precision Aneroid Barometer.  
Open-scale micro-barograph.  
Fortin mercurial barometer (no longer in use) 
 
Surface Temperature 
 
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record the temperatures of a concrete slab and an artifical grass 
surface, also recording the instances of ground frost.  
 
Lightning 
 
Boltek LD-250 lightning detector and Astrogenic software records the locations and severity of 
thunderstorms.  
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APPENDIX 2:  
 
1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford 
 

  
Mean Max 

(C) 
Mean Min 

(C) 
Mean 

(C) 
Rain 
(mm) 

Sunshine 
(hrs) 

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49 

February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5 

March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2 

April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3 

May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7 

June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1 

July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7 

August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2 

September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3 

October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1 

November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4 

December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4 

Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9 
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