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REVIEW OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
Headline:  Initially cool and rather cloudy, but then steadily warming but becoming unsettled at 
times with slow moving or stationary weather fronts bringing significant falls of rain. The first 
month of 2017 with above average rainfall.  

 
Apart from the rain that fell on the 30th, April ended as an exceptionally dry month and the lack of ra in 
continued to be a feature of the weather at the start of May.  The low which brought the rain on the 30th 

lay across the southern half of the UK on the 1st, but it was very much a dying feature and the day 
remained dry albeit very cloudy across the county. In the days that followed this low would continue to fill 
and be replaced by high pressure extending south from Scandinavia. The 3rd was cloudy, but generally 

the county saw some good sunshine with daytime temperatures in the mid-teens and free from any frost 
worries at night. 

A fairly brisk easterly breeze brought the remnants of a weak occlusion in off the North Sea on the 5th 
which introduced some brief outbreaks of mainly light rain or drizzle.  High pressure had become 

extensive by this time, centred south-east of Iceland, its range extended from the Ukraine nearly as far as 
the shores of eastern Greenland. Over the next few days, this high would reposition itself more to the 
north-west with the result that the UK embraced a more north-easterly flow which brought in a fair amount 

of cloud in off the North Sea. A weak occlusion lay across much of England on the 9th resulting in a 
particularly cool day and as skies cleared overnight temperatures fell to a chilly 1.3C with a fairly 
widespread ground frost across rural areas. 

High pressure finally lost its influence on the UK on the 11th and low pressure west of Biscay began to 

feed warmer and more humid air from the south. The day began bright and sunny, but cloud arrived later 
bringing the threat of thundery showers, but it remained generally dry until the overnight period when a 
band of heavier rain moved northwards through the county. 

Conditions would then remain cyclonic for several days with low pressure positioned fairly stationary near 

Iceland and further discrete low pressure centres moving past this to the south driving frontal systems in 
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across the UK.  The weather was very changeable with showers and/or longer spells of rain separated by 
spells of sunshine. With warm moist air coming up from the south-west it also felt quite humid at times.  

High pressure became established over the Baltic region from the 16th onwards and this slowed down 

the passage of frontal systems, in fact it brought them to a halt over central parts on the 17th with the 
result that the county recorded 22.1mm, nearly half a month’s rainfall in a single day. Low pressure then 
began to form over the southern North Sea on the 18th and, although the heaviest of the rain had 

cleared, conditions remained showery for the next couple of days.  However, the air did become a lot 
fresher.  

Low pressure tracked across the northern half of the UK on the 20th with weak occlusions bringing a 
scattering of afternoon showers. However, once this feature had cleared high pressure began to build in 

from the south-east. The arrival of this high would mark an important change in the weather and, despite 
a brief incursion by an occlusion on the 22nd, the days would become gradually warmer with prolonged 
spells of strong sunshine. As the Bank Holiday weekend approached at the end of the month, 

temperatures at Pitsford climbed into the mid 20s with the warmest day on the 25th recording 26.6C.  
However, the Bank Holiday itself was rather changeable, with some particularly heavy downpours 
recorded on the 29th, the 30th and 31st becoming somewhat drier albeit remaining rather cloudy until late 

in the day.  

 
 

 
 
 
Bright morning sunshine at Pitsford Hall. 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL STATISTICS 

 
The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for May 2017. Observations are made by 
automatic weather station calibrated regularly against standard pattern instruments. The reset time for daily 
observations is 0900 GMT.  Averages refer to the period 1981-2010.  
 
 

Summary for May 2017  
 

Air Temperatures:       
The Highest Maximum: 26.6 C on  25 at  16:02 
The Lowest Maximum: 10.8 C on  06 at  16:31 

The Highest Minimum: 14.3 C on  28 at  05:46 
The Lowest Minimum: 1.3 C on  09 at  05:40 
The Mean Maximum: 18.1 C     

The Mean Minimum: 9 C     
The Overall Mean: 13.6 C     
Difference from the Monthly Mean: +0.8 C     

       
Relative Humidity:       
Highest Relative Humidity: 100 % on 03 at  13:39 

Lowest Relative Humidity: 39 % on 08 at  12:46 
Mean Relative Humidity: 79.3 %     
       

Dew Point:       
The Highest Dew Point: 19.8 C on 27 at  10:35 
The Lowest Dew Point: -15.1 C on 08 at  12:46 

The Mean Dew Point: -0.7 C     
       
Rainfall:       

Total: 72.3 mm     
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 127.1 %     
Duration of Rainfall: 33.8 hrs     

Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 22.1 mm on 17   
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 14      
Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 12      

       
Sunshine:       
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 156 hrs     

Sunniest day: 15.2 hrs on 26   
No. of days without sunshine: 7      
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 88.8 %     

       
The Highest Solar Radiation 1121 W/m2 on 27 at  13:20 
The Highest UV Index 6.5  on 31 at  12:30 

       
Pressure (reduced to sea level):       
The Highest Pressure: 1029.6 mb on 08 at  21:36 

The Lowest Pressure: 1001.3 mb on 11 at  17:47 
Mean Pressure: 1019.4 mb     
       

Winds       
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 123.7 miles     
The Highest Average Wind Speed: 18.1 mph on 04 at 12:08 

Run of wind (cumulative): 3833.9 miles     
Highest Maximum Gust: 30.9 mph on 27 at 15:55 
Bearing of Maximum Gust:  209      

No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0      
The Average Daily Wind Speed: 5.2 mph     
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Winds from the Following Directions:       
N 6      

NE 5      
E 3      
SE 0      

S 10      
SW 1      
W 3      

NW 3      
Calm 0      
       

Grass        
Lowest Grass Minimum: 0 C on 09 at 03:50 
Mean Grass Temperature: 14.3 C     

       
Concrete       
Lowest Concrete Minimum: 2.8 C on 09 at 04:20 

Mean Concrete Temperature: 17.2 C     
       
Evaporatranspiration: 77.76 mm     

       
Days with:       
Thunder: 0      

Hail <5mm: 0      
Hail >/=5mm: 0      
Snow or snow & rain: 0      

Snow lying: 0      
Fog: 0      
Air Frost: 0      

Duration of Air Frost: 0 hrs     
Ground Frost: 0      
Gales: 0      
 
Data © Pitsford Weather Centre 
 

 
 
Lone blossoming chestnus tree at Pitsford Hall.
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DAILY WEATHER LOG  

   
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Weather Centre during May 2017.  
 

1st: A mostly fine Bank Holiday. A good deal of cloud around, but some spells of sunshine and feeling 

mild. Max. 14.1 °C Min. 4.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 23.0 mph Sunshine 0.4 hrs 

2nd: A fine day. A bright start. Some cloud around, but generally some good spells of sunshine and 
feeling mild later. Max. 16.3 °C Min. 5.9 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 21.3 mph Sunshine 6.4 hrs 

3rd: A fine day. Continuing largely dry, but cloudy with relatively little sunshine. Breezy at 
times. Max. 13.9 °C Min. 8.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 23.5 mph Sunshine 2.1 hrs 

4th: Cloudy to start, but good spells of sunshine developing later.  Feeling cool though in a brisk north-

easterly breeze. Max. 14.1 °C Min. 6.1 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 29.8 mph Sunshine 8.0 hrs 

5th: A fine day, breezy at times, but with some prolonged spells of sunshine.  Turning cloudier overnight 
with outbreaks of mainly light rain or drizzle towards dawn on the 6th. Max. 15.6 °C Min. 7.6 °C Rain 0.4 
mm Gust 25.9 mph Sunshine 10.0 hrs 

6th: Generally cloudy with occasional spells of light drizzle. Max. 10.8 °C Min. 6.4 °C Rain 0.1 mm 

Gust  23.3 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

7th: A cool and cloudy start, but spells of warm sunshine coming through later. Cloud forming again 
overnight. Max. 16.4 °C Min. 5.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 23.9 mph Sunshine 9.4 hrs 

8th: Remaining dull and grey throughout the day. Still dry. Max. 13.9 °C Min. 6.2 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 
24.4 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

9th: Another cloudy day and, once again, continuing dry. Skies clearing during the late evening and 

overnight leading to a ground frost by dawn on the 10th. Max. 11.5 °C Min. 1.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 12.3 
mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

10th: A chilly start, but an otherwise fine day with unbroken sunshine. Max. 17.9 °C Min. 3.5 °C Rain 0.0 
mm Gust 12.3 mph Sunshine 14.2 hrs 

11th: A fine start with some sunshine through the morning. Becoming warm and humid later and cloudy 
through the afternoon, threatening rain but remaining essentially dry. Rain overnight into the 

12th. Max. 20.1 °C Min. 9.3 °C Rain 2.1 mm Gust 16.1 mph Sunshine 4.5 hrs 

12th: Outbreaks of rain during the early morning, then dry for a time before further rain in the afternoon. 
Brief spells of sunshine to end the day. Max. 16.8 °C Min. 10.7 °C Rain 2.5 mm Gust  15.9 mph Sunshine 
0.5 hrs 

13th: Feeling warm and humid. Some feint drizzly spells during the morning and mainly overcast.  Some 

brighter spells coming through later. Rain overnight into the 14th. Max. 17.1 °C Min. 10.2 °C Rain 4.0 mm 
Gust 20.4 mph Sunshine 2.0 hrs 

14th: Rain overnight clearing to spells of warm sunshine by late morning.  A fine end to the day. Max. 18.8 
°C Min. 8.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 21.5 mph Sunshine 7.6 hrs 

15th: Remaining cloudy with one or two isolated light showers through the morning and into the 

afternoon. Humid overnight. Max. 16.4 °C Min. 12.3 °C Rain 0.2 mm Gust 25.5 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 
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16th: Staying cloudy and feeling humid to start the day. Dry during the morning, but outbreak s of rain 
through the afternoon and into the early evening. Dry for a time overnight, but rain returning in the early 

hours of the 17th. Max. 19.0 °C Min. 13.9 °C Rain 5.4 mm Gust 28.2 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

17th: Prolonged rain, heavy at times, continuing right through to the evening. Max. 15.4 °C Min. 5.7 °C 
Rain 22.1 mm Gust 11.9 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

18th: Sunshine through the morning, but tending to become cloudier through the afternoon. Outbreaks of 
mainly light rain during the evening, continuing overnight into the 19th turning heavy at times. Max. 16.4 

°C Min. 8.8 °C Rain 9.7 mm Gust 11.2 mph Sunshine 6.6 hrs 

19th: Generally rather cloudy with scattered light showers throughout the day, not finally easing off until 
around midnight. However, some brief spells of sunshine coming through during the early 
evening.  Max. 13.3 °C Min. 6.4 °C Rain 1.3 mm Gust 10.7 mph Sunshine 0.3 hrs 

20th: A day of sunshine and scattered showers, heaviest through the afternoon. Max.  14.5 °C Min. 7.2 °C 

Rain 2.7 mm Gust 20.4 mph Sunshine 3.7 hrs 

21st: A fine day with good spells of sunshine. Max. 18.6 °C Min. 8.4 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 16.8 mph 
Sunshine 9.1 hrs 

22nd: A fine day with good spells of sunshine. Warmest day of the year so far. Max. 22.5 °C Min. 9.7 °C 
Rain 0.0 mm Gust 21.0 mph Sunshine 7.4 hrs 

23rd: A bright and sunny start but turning cloudy during the late morning with the threat of showers, but 

staying dry. Sunshine returning during the afternoon and evening. Max. 21.9 °C Min. 11.3 °C Rain 0.0 
mm Gust 18.3 mph Sunshine 8.7 hrs 

24th: Dry, warm and sunny with varying amounts of cloud. Warmest day of the year so far. Max. 25.3 °C 
Min. 13.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 13.6 mph Sunshine 12.1 hrs 

25th: Very warm and humid with protracted spells of strong sunshine.  Warmer still. Max. 26.6 °C Min. 

10.9 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 13.2 mph Sunshine 12.1 hrs 

26th: Another very warm  and sultry day with little breeze. Strong sunshine from dawn until 
dusk. Max. 25.7 °C Min. 13.2 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 19.2 mph Sunshine 15.2 hrs 

27th Brief heavy showers during the morning clearing to sunshine. Breezy, but continuing warm. Max. 
23.7 °C Min. 12.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  30.9 mph Sunshine 5.6 hrs 

28th: Dry during the day with spells of sunshine. Rain overnight. Max. 22.3 °C Min. 14.3 °C Rain 5.5 mm 

Gust  14.5 mph Sunshine 5.5 hrs 

29th: Remaining overcast with outbreaks of rain during the day and further showers through the 
afternoon, culminating in a heavy downpour during the early evening.  Feeling humid. Max. 18.2 °C Min. 
13.1 °C Rain 13.0 mm Gust  12.3 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

30th: Dry and warm, but largely overcast and quite breezy. Some sunshine to end the day. Max. 19.6 °C 

Min. 12.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  23.3 mph Sunshine 2.7 hrs 

31st: A fine day, but generally rather cloudy until late afternoon then spells of warm sunshine. Max. 21.5 
°C Min. 11.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust  12.1 mph Sunshine 1.9 hrs 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA – MAY 2017 

 
The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record.  Readings are taken by automatic 
weather station at 1 minute intervals. Regular calibration of the sensors is carried out against standard 
pattern instruments. Record values are always checked. The reset time for daily readings is standard at 0900 
GMT. Permission to use the data  for commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the centre 
manager, Pitsford Weather Centre, Pitsford School, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  

 

Date

High wind 

gust (mph)

Bearing of 

high gust (°)

Time of 

high gust

Minimum 

temp (C) 

Time of 

Minimum 

temp

Maximum 

temp (C)

Time of 

max temp

01/05/2017 23 50 17:16 4.8 5:15 14.1 12:26

02/05/2017 23.5 39 8:52 5.9 5:31 16.3 12:13

03/05/2017 23.7 14 9:41 8 1:34 14.6 9:28

04/05/2017 29.8 33 13:47 6.1 5:29 14.1 13:08

05/05/2017 25.9 40 16:56 7.6 5:35 15.6 16:04

06/05/2017 23.3 22 10:03 6.4 6:55 10.8 16:31

07/05/2017 25.1 351 8:14 5.5 1:29 16.4 16:11

08/05/2017 24.4 358 12:14 6.2 4:24 13.9 12:46

09/05/2017 12.3 360 10:08 1.3 5:40 11.5 11:09

10/05/2017 12.5 47 9:45 3.5 5:20 17.9 16:30

11/05/2017 16.1 75 15:18 9.3 5:25 20.1 16:55

12/05/2017 15.9 186 2:39 10.7 2:16 16.8 12:58

13/05/2017 20.4 260 8:31 10.2 6:46 17.1 15:41

14/05/2017 21.5 203 18:39 8.5 3:23 18.8 17:28

15/05/2017 25.5 208 14:43 12.3 10:00 17.9 8:57

16/05/2017 28.2 140 11:19 13.9 4:42 19 12:09

17/05/2017 11.9 308 20:43 5.7 6:15 15.4 12:28

18/05/2017 11.2 358 7:53 8.8 6:29 16.4 15:04

19/05/2017 11.6 199 9:56 6.4 5:49 13.3 18:41

20/05/2017 20.4 216 14:15 7.2 5:29 14.5 14:26

21/05/2017 16.8 167 13:20 8.4 5:27 18.6 18:21

22/05/2017 21 153 11:10 9.7 4:37 22.5 15:56

23/05/2017 18.3 232 15:40 11.3 5:32 21.9 18:28

24/05/2017 13.6 339 10:01 13.3 5:25 25.3 17:18

25/05/2017 14.8 144 9:37 10.9 5:36 26.6 16:02

26/05/2017 19.2 124 11:45 13.2 5:10 25.7 15:38

27/05/2017 30.9 209 15:55 12.3 4:09 23.7 11:17

28/05/2017 14.5 77 1:29 14.3 5:46 22.3 14:34

29/05/2017 12.3 266 6:57 13.1 6:33 18.2 15:31

30/05/2017 23.3 246 15:09 12.3 3:14 19.6 12:16

31/05/2017 12.1 130 15:16 11.6 5:24 21.5 17:18  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Minimum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of min 

pressure

Maximum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

max 

pressure

Maximum 

rainfall rate 

(mm/hr)

Time of 

max rainfall 

rate

Total 

rainfall 

(mm)

01/05/2017 1009.9 10:00 1023.8 9:59 0 10:00 0

02/05/2017 1023.6 10:06 1026.7 23:15 0 10:00 0

03/05/2017 1025.7 5:42 1027.3 22:48 0 10:00 0

04/05/2017 1026 11:13 1028.5 22:25 0 10:00 0

05/05/2017 1018.5 9:23 1026.9 10:02 2.4 6:25 0.4

06/05/2017 1018.4 10:01 1024.7 9:58 1.2 21:32 0.1

07/05/2017 1024.6 10:03 1028.9 7:50 0 10:00 0

08/05/2017 1025.9 9:46 1029.6 21:36 0 10:00 0

09/05/2017 1013.7 9:49 1026 10:00 0 10:00 0

10/05/2017 1003.7 9:59 1013.9 10:01 0 10:00 0

11/05/2017 1001.3 17:47 1003.9 10:11 3.6 8:13 3

12/05/2017 1002.2 10:00 1010.7 9:53 4.8 15:40 2.5

13/05/2017 1010.6 10:00 1019.2 9:58 6 5:36 4

14/05/2017 1019.2 10:00 1025.1 0:04 3.6 7:58 0.6

15/05/2017 1023.1 4:19 1024.4 10:23 1.2 11:21 0.2

16/05/2017 1019.7 9:53 1024.6 19:49 4.8 15:11 6.8

17/05/2017 1015.5 3:54 1020.2 10:38 10.8 10:43 22.1

18/05/2017 1013.9 5:29 1016.9 10:03 6 3:27 10.1

19/05/2017 1014.7 10:16 1018.6 9:05 1.2 10:40 1.3

20/05/2017 1018.6 10:00 1026 9:07 8.4 12:30 2.7

21/05/2017 1017.5 8:16 1025.9 10:11 0 10:00 0

22/05/2017 1014.7 20:28 1020.6 9:51 0 10:00 0

23/05/2017 1020.5 10:00 1025.4 9:44 0 10:00 0

24/05/2017 1023.9 4:42 1025.7 11:23 0 10:00 0

25/05/2017 1020.3 9:39 1024.6 10:00 0 10:00 0

26/05/2017 1012.8 9:51 1020.5 10:00 0 10:00 0

27/05/2017 1012.7 10:32 1019.6 9:28 0 10:00 0

28/05/2017 1014.3 4:08 1019.6 10:47 6 2:41 5.5

29/05/2017 1012.9 18:09 1015.4 9:55 51.5 17:53 13

30/05/2017 1015.2 10:00 1023.3 9:31 0 10:00 0

31/05/2017 1021.1 3:32 1023.1 10:00 0 10:00 0  
 
 
Where no rainfall is recorded, the station returns a default time of 09:00 (GMT) or 10:00 (BST). 
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Avg temp 

for the day 

(C)

Total wind 

run (miles)

Highest avg 

wind speed 

(mph)

Time of 

high avg 

wind speed

Lowest 

humidity 

(%)

Time of low 

humidity

Highest 

humidity 

(%)

01/05/2017 9.5 164 15.3 14:15 63 13:23 96

02/05/2017 10.1 215.8 13.9 8:07 56 13:10 96

03/05/2017 9.2 233.8 15.5 9:15 51 9:28 100

04/05/2017 9.6 265.4 18.1 12:08 57 9:09 96

05/05/2017 10.6 258.7 17.1 11:53 49 14:57 100

06/05/2017 8.7 160.9 14.6 10:11 73 21:56 100

07/05/2017 10 224.7 17.3 6:30 59 15:13 85

08/05/2017 8.3 200.5 16 13:53 39 12:46 100

09/05/2017 7.2 47 7.8 10:59 51 11:12 98

10/05/2017 14.1 42.4 8.1 9:41 50 16:07 88

11/05/2017 13.9 138.3 10.8 18:23 52 18:24 100

12/05/2017 13 124.8 10.5 18:24 74 13:01 100

13/05/2017 13 160.5 11.3 15:37 55 17:36 100

14/05/2017 12.8 136 12.6 18:39 48 17:07 100

15/05/2017 15.2 213.1 15.1 14:51 84 13:30 100

16/05/2017 15.7 122.7 15.8 10:57 78 10:39 100

17/05/2017 10.4 65.1 7.2 15:25 73 3:36 100

18/05/2017 11.5 53 7.6 9:38 54 14:52 100

19/05/2017 9.7 35.9 7.4 9:59 61 8:16 100

20/05/2017 10.8 139.5 10.9 13:17 61 1:30 100

21/05/2017 13.5 94.8 9.4 12:14 56 18:32 99

22/05/2017 16.7 110.8 11.1 11:07 51 16:47 98

23/05/2017 16.4 58.6 7.7 9:49 64 15:43 100

24/05/2017 19.3 38.2 8.3 10:04 60 13:44 100

25/05/2017 19 60.6 6.1 14:50 60 13:59 95

26/05/2017 23.8 69.2 10.6 16:51 58 14:17 93

27/05/2017 16.6 168.8 14.7 16:36 65 18:32 95

28/05/2017 17.8 83.3 8.5 3:55 65 14:38 100

29/05/2017 15.9 39.6 6.2 6:57 85 9:38 100

30/05/2017 15.7 81.6 10.3 11:47 63 9:47 100

31/05/2017 16.6 26.3 5 9:51 63 10:20 100  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Time of 

high 

humidity

Total 

evapotrans 

(mm)

Total 

sunshine 

(hrs)

High heat 

index (C)

Time of 

high heat 

index

High app 

temp (C)

Time of 

high app 

temp

01/05/2017 6:17 0 0.4 14.1 12:26 11.8 9:59

02/05/2017 2:51 0 6.4 16.3 12:13 14.3 12:13

03/05/2017 13:39 0 2.1 14.6 9:28 10.3 16:19

04/05/2017 9:10 0 8 14.1 13:08 10.3 9:10

05/05/2017 1:20 0 10 15.6 16:04 11.4 16:04

06/05/2017 21:17 0 0 10.8 16:31 9.3 21:41

07/05/2017 23:51 0 9.4 16.4 16:11 14 16:09

08/05/2017 20:27 0 0 13.9 12:46 10.2 12:46

09/05/2017 11:09 0 0 11.5 11:09 9.7 16:57

10/05/2017 10:29 0 14.2 17.9 16:30 17.2 16:30

11/05/2017 7:45 0 4.5 20.1 16:55 18 17:06

12/05/2017 10:00 0 0.5 16.8 12:58 17 12:53

13/05/2017 5:13 0 2 17.1 15:41 15.1 15:19

14/05/2017 2:38 0 7.6 18.8 17:28 17.5 16:45

15/05/2017 22:32 0 0 17.9 8:57 17.2 9:55

16/05/2017 18:19 0 0 19 12:09 18.8 13:01

17/05/2017 10:00 0 0 15.4 12:28 17.1 12:28

18/05/2017 23:29 0 6.6 16.4 15:04 15.5 16:06

19/05/2017 0:10 0 0.3 13.3 18:41 13.1 18:59

20/05/2017 4:10 0 3.7 14.5 14:26 12.6 1:30

21/05/2017 5:43 0 9.1 18.6 18:21 17.5 18:23

22/05/2017 3:31 0 7.4 22.5 15:56 22.3 18:03

23/05/2017 0:42 0 8.7 21.9 18:28 24 18:31

24/05/2017 3:03 0 12.1 25.3 17:18 27.7 17:18

25/05/2017 1:44 0 12.1 26.6 16:02 29.1 16:02

26/05/2017 9:45 0 15.2 25.7 15:38 26.4 15:36

27/05/2017 4:09 0 5.6 23.7 11:17 24.8 10:32

28/05/2017 2:52 0 5.5 22.3 14:34 23.8 17:38

29/05/2017 14:56 0 0 18.2 15:31 20.8 14:12

30/05/2017 1:46 0 2.7 19.6 12:16 20.3 12:16

31/05/2017 3:25 0 1.9 21.5 17:18 23.4 18:51  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Low app 

temp (C)

Time of low 

app temp

High hourly 

rain (mm)

Time of 

high hourly 

rain

Low wind 

chill (C)

Time of low 

wind chill

High dew 

point (C)

01/05/2017 1.8 5:11 0 10:00 2.9 5:11 9.9

02/05/2017 0.9 6:05 0 10:00 2.4 6:02 9.7

03/05/2017 3.4 20:51 0 10:00 5.1 20:48 11.3

04/05/2017 1.8 4:41 0 10:00 3.3 4:46 10.7

05/05/2017 3 21:21 0.3 6:37 4.9 7:30 10.8

06/05/2017 1.6 7:43 0 10:00 3.3 7:43 11

07/05/2017 -0.1 6:31 0 10:00 2.6 1:57 9.7

08/05/2017 2 1:31 0 10:00 3.9 5:26 10.2

09/05/2017 -0.8 6:10 0 10:00 1.3 5:40 9

10/05/2017 3.6 7:49 0 10:00 5.9 7:49 9.9

11/05/2017 5.9 8:06 1.6 8:19 8.3 5:32 11.6

12/05/2017 8.1 2:29 1.2 14:25 9.1 2:29 14.6

13/05/2017 7.5 10:12 2.7 6:25 9 6:30 11.3

14/05/2017 6.1 4:39 0.5 8:30 7.3 4:34 12.1

15/05/2017 9.8 10:03 0.1 10:00 10.7 10:00 16.1

16/05/2017 13.7 4:42 1.2 4:08 13.7 4:42 16.5

17/05/2017 4.3 6:15 3.9 10:55 5.5 5:10 15.4

18/05/2017 6.5 9:38 2 3:58 7.4 9:34 10.3

19/05/2017 5.1 3:49 0.3 15:55 6.4 5:49 11.4

20/05/2017 4.8 5:46 1.9 16:07 5.7 5:46 12

21/05/2017 7.8 5:36 0 10:00 8.4 5:27 12.6

22/05/2017 8.3 5:58 0 10:00 9.2 5:51 14.1

23/05/2017 10.5 5:25 0 10:00 11.1 5:25 16.5

24/05/2017 14 5:28 0 10:00 13.3 5:25 18.5

25/05/2017 10 5:08 0 10:00 10.9 5:36 19.5

26/05/2017 14.8 9:11 0 10:00 18.6 9:12 19.2

27/05/2017 11.4 1:38 0 10:00 12 1:51 19.8

28/05/2017 13.6 5:46 3.4 3:50 13.7 5:46 17

29/05/2017 12.2 6:57 12.1 18:09 12.6 6:52 18

30/05/2017 11.6 5:50 0 10:00 12.3 3:14 15.9

31/05/2017 11.8 6:31 0 10:00 11.6 5:24 16.4  
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

Date

Time of 

high dew 

point

Low dew 

point (C)

Time of low 

dew point

Dominant 

wind dir (°)

01/05/2017 8:47 -2.4 4:47 58

02/05/2017 17:57 -4 9:14 357

03/05/2017 12:59 -5.8 16:19 1

04/05/2017 9:10 -3.9 9:09 16

05/05/2017 1:28 -6.8 14:57 35

06/05/2017 21:57 -2.5 8:39 358

07/05/2017 17:09 -6.3 9:09 348

08/05/2017 20:30 -15.1 12:46 351

09/05/2017 11:09 -8.6 11:12 43

10/05/2017 10:30 -5.1 16:07 97

11/05/2017 12:22 -1.2 18:24 67

12/05/2017 16:15 2.5 9:29 183

13/05/2017 5:34 -3.8 20:49 187

14/05/2017 9:59 -4.9 17:08 191

15/05/2017 8:58 6.4 10:06 175

16/05/2017 13:10 7.7 11:08 186

17/05/2017 12:28 -0.8 3:36 302

18/05/2017 17:08 -4.5 17:33 308

19/05/2017 9:46 -2.6 8:16 247

20/05/2017 1:30 -2.3 1:30 185

21/05/2017 9:42 -0.5 13:56 161

22/05/2017 18:13 0.2 16:51 194

23/05/2017 9:35 5 2:50 261

24/05/2017 17:18 5.7 13:51 328

25/05/2017 16:02 2.5 3:41 108

26/05/2017 9:58 6.1 17:41 109

27/05/2017 10:35 4.8 19:12 197

28/05/2017 17:38 6.3 13:19 44

29/05/2017 15:38 7.7 9:56 255

30/05/2017 12:16 1.5 9:54 252

31/05/2017 18:51 1.5 10:20 161  
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UK WEATHER REVIEW  
 

May 2017 

At the start of May, a slackening low pressure system brought rain and showers to the south but it was 

mostly dry and sunny in the north.  During the first 11 days, the weather was anticyclonic with mainly 

easterly winds, which brought plenty of warm dry sunny weather especially to Northern Ireland and 
western Scotland, but it was often cooler and cloudier in the south-east and in counties bordering the 
North Sea.  It turned unsettled around mid-month with bands of rain interspersed with brighter showery 

weather.  There was a notable hot sunny interlude for much of the UK between the 24th and 26th, with 
temperatures widely in the mid to high 20s Celsius, followed by widespread thunderstorms on the 27th-
28th. 

The provisional UK mean temperature was 12.1 °C, which is 1.7 °C above the 1981-2010 long-term 

average, making it the second warmest May in a series from 1910 (behind 2008).   Mean maximum 
temperatures were generally about 2.5°C above normal in Scotland and Northern Ireland, but nearer 
1.5°C above in the south, while mean minimum temperatures were between 1 and 2°C above average in 

all regions.  Rainfall was above normal in Lincolnshire, East Anglia and south-eastern and central 
southern England, but mostly below normal elsewhere, substantially so in some parts, with 83% of 
average overall.  Sunshine was 115% of average, and it was a very sunny May in Northern Ireland and 

western Scotland with excesses of over 50% in some places, but sunshine was close to average in East 
Anglia and southern England.  For the UK as a whole it was the 10th sunniest May in a series from 1929.  

The UK monthly extremes were as follows:  A maximum temperature of 29.4 °C was recorded at 
Lossiemouth (Morayshire) on the 26th.  A minimum temperature of -5.1 °C was recorded at Shap 

(Cumbria) on the 9th.  In the 24 hours ending at 0900 GMT on the 16th, 66.0 mm of rain fell at Capel 
Curig (Gwynedd).  A wind gust of 54 knots (62 mph) was recorded at Culdrose (Cornwall) on the 5th.  

Source: The Met Office. 
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UK WEATHER DIARY 

England  

1st to 4th  

The 1st was dry with sunny spells across the north but showery across the south, the showers heaviest 

across Cornwall. The 2nd was similar with rain and showers across southern parts while it stayed drier 
further north, sunny in the north-west but cloudy in the north-east. The 3rd was sunny and dry across the 
north with 14.0 hours of sunshine recorded at Boulmer (Northumberland) but cloudier further south with 

patchy rain across south-eastern parts.  It was cloudy and cool with some early patchy rain across the 
south and east on the 4th, warmer and sunny for the north and west.  

5th to 10th 

It was sunny over most of the country on the 5th but cloudy and breezy across southern counties with a 
gust of 62 mph at Culdrose (Cornwall).  It was cloudier and somewhat cooler on the 6th with rain for the 

far south-west and a little light rain across the Midlands.  Western parts were bright or sunny on the 7th 
but the east was cloudier with some drizzle along the coast.   The 8th was sunny for western parts, but 
again cloudier over the east with drizzle in places. The 9th had a cold start when the temperature at Shap 

(Cumbria) fell to -5.1 °C, followed by a mainly cloudy day through the Midlands and East Anglia but 
otherwise sunny, and was dry everywhere. It was largely dry on the 10th after a chilly start with -3.3 °C at 
South Newington (Oxfordshire), turning showery across parts of the south-west later. 

11th to 20th 

The 11th was warm with 22.9 °C recorded at Northolt (Middlesex), but increasingly showery later with 

isolated thundery outbreaks. It was cloudier and unsettled on the 12th with rain spreading north, heaviest 
in the west and north Midlands. The 13th was quite warm but wet with showery rain reaching all areas by 
nightfall. Overnight rain cleared early on the 14th followed by sunshine and showers throughout.  Rain for 

all parts during the 15th, drier for a time across the Midlands before more rain filtered down from the 
north-west.  It was bright or sunny for the south-east on the 16th, but a band of rain from Northumberland 
to Cornwall spread steadily south-eastwards during the day. An area of heavy rain on the 17th moved 
slowly eastwards affecting the south and especially central and eastern parts, where rainfall totals 

exceeded 30 mm. An area of rain moving slowly northwards from France affected the south-east from 
early afternoon on the 18th, and reached north-east England by evening. The 19th was wet throughout in 
central and north-eastern regions, while showers developed along the south coast but ceased by late 

afternoon. The 20th started dry and bright but cloud increased from the west during the morning, bringing 
a band of heavy, thundery showers, which cleared the east by dusk, but the south-east stayed dry 
throughout. 

21st to 26th 

The 21st was mainly dry and cloudy but some brighter spells developed in places.  Mainly light rain 

crossed the north-west on the 22nd, clearing away mid-afternoon, and it was sunny and warm elsewhere. 
It was dull and drizzly across the south-west on the 23rd, sunny and warm elsewhere.  The 24th was 
cloudy over parts of the north-west, otherwise sunny and warm, particularly in the south-east.  Fog across 

the north-west on the 25th cleared by mid-morning, leaving a warm, sunny day everywhere.  The 26th 
was hot sunny day for many areas; temperatures widely reached the mid to high 20s Celsius with 28.6 °C 
at Blackpool (Lancashire). 

27th to 31st 

Overnight thunderstorms in the south-west on the 27th decayed for a time as they headed north-east, 

before another area of thunderstorms and torrential rain/hail developed over the north from mid-afternoon 
and moved northwards, giving 52.6 mm of rain at Levens Hall (Cumbria).   The 28th started dry and bright 
or sunny, before rain and isolated thunderstorms moved north across southern counties and into the 
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Midlands and East Anglia.  Rain persisted over the north on the 29th with showers or thunderstorms 
developing across the south later. It was mostly cloudy on the 30th, with showers again, heaviest across 

the north-west from mid-afternoon. It was mainly dry on the 31st with only very isolated showers in 
central and southern areas, and it was sunny in the north. 

Wales 

1st to 10th 

The 1st was quite warm, but wet across southern parts, brighter across the north. The 2nd was warm, dry 
and sunny throughout with 13.9 hours of sunshine recorded at Aberdaron (Gwynedd). The 3rd was 

breezy but warm, dry and sunny again throughout, with the best of the sunshine across the north.  
Extensive morning cloud on the 4th and 5th burned away to leave sunny days for all parts. It was sunny 
in the south-west on the 6th but cloudier and cooler elsewhere with some morning drizzle.   Early cloud in 

the south on the 7th burned away to leave a sunny day everywhere.  It was sunny and dry throughout on 
the 8th and 9th with 14.3 hours of sunshine recorded at Aberdaron on the 9th. Dry, sunny and warm 
again on the 10th after a cold frosty start with -2.5 °C recorded overnight at Sennybridge (Powys). 

11th to 20th 

A dry, bright start on the 11th was followed by showers with thundery outbreaks spreading north from late 

morning, with a high of 22.9 °C recorded at Porthmadog (Gwynedd). The 12th was cloudy and wet with 
the first widespread substantial rainfall for several days, heaviest in the north-west. It was brighter across 
the north on the 13th after a warm night but wetter across the south with persistent rain.  After early rain 

cleared, the 14th was mainly fine and warm with just isolated showers, before rain spread from the west 
later.  It was wet all day on the 15th, with 66 mm recorded at Capel Curig (Gwynedd), and windy around 
coasts and hills.  It was wet again for most on the 16th, but became drier and brighter from the north-west 

in the afternoon. The 17th was wet towards the south-east, but the north and west remained drier. It was 
dry and sunny for most on the 18th but with some well-scattered showers in the east. The 19th started 
dry but showers developed in the afternoon, mostly in central and eastern counties, while coastal regions 

remained fine and sunny. The 20th brought some bright spells but heavy, thundery showers moved east 
across the country, clearing by late evening. 

21st to 26th 

The 21st was mainly dry and cloudy with some bright or sunny spells developing in places.   Some patchy 
morning rain for the north on the 22nd but it became sunny and warm everywhere during the afternoon.   

Cloudy with light rain or drizzle over the south on the 23rd, sunny and warm elsewhere.  It was cloudy 
along the west coast on the 24th but sunny and very warm elsewhere.   Fog in central areas on the 25th 
cleared by mid-morning, otherwise it was a warm, sunny day.  Warm and sunny for all parts on the 26th 

with temperatures widely in the mid to high 20s Celsius, Porthmadog (Gwynedd) reaching 28.9 °C; Valley 
also recorded 15.3 hours of sunshine. 

27th to 31st 

There was rain and thunderstorms to start the 27th, clearing later before patchy rain returned to the south 
from early afternoon.  Dry and bright or sunny on the 28th, but clouding over from the south with rain 

reaching southern coasts by evening.  Patchy rain over the north on the morning of the 29th cleared but 
then more widespread showers developed in the afternoon. After a warm night, the 30th was a showery 
day, with the heaviest showers across northern and central parts.   The 31st started dry but showers 

developed during the day. 

Scotland 

1st to 11th  

The 1st was dry, warm and sunny throughout. The 2nd was warm and dry, with widespread sunshine 
again, and Achnagart (Sutherland) reached 21.0 °C. The 3rd was again dry, warm and sunny across all 
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areas.  Morning cloud in the north-east on the 4th burned away to leave everywhere dry and sunny with 
15.0 hours of bright sunshine recorded at Stornoway (Isle of Lewis).    It was sunny everywhere on the 5th 

apart from some low cloud around the east coast and Northern Isles.   Low cloud persisted around the 
Moray Firth on the 6th but it was otherwise another sunny day, after a cold start with -5.0 °C at Braemar 
(Aberdeenshire).  Persistent cloud covered the north and east on the 7th and 8th, but it was brighter over 

the south-west. Cloudy and cool across the Northern Isles on the 9th but warm and sunny elsewhere with 
14.6 hours of sunshine at Drummond Castle (Perthshire). It was largely  dry and sunny across most 
counties on the 10th but it turned showery across the north. The 11th was largely dry and warm, sunniest 

across southern parts. 

12th to 16th 

The 12th was particularly warm across the north-west Highlands with a high of 21.9 °C at Drumnadrochit 
(Inverness-shire) but it became showery later. The 13th was quite warm, but increasingly showery across 
western parts later. The 14th had widespread sunshine across the Western Isles before showers turned 

increasingly frequent.  Very wet and windy for all parts on the 15th, Forest Lodge (Kirkcudbrightshire) 
recording 51 mm, although the rain cleared southwards by early evening.   It was cloudy and drizzly in the 
south on the 16th, with some showers elsewhere, brightening up for most parts later. 

17th to 22nd 

The 17th was warm, dry and sunny in the east, but some showers affected the west and moved north-

eastwards. Showers developed during the day on the 18th, heaviest over the Moray Firth, but the east 
remained dry and bright.  It was a fine morning on the 19th but an area of rain slowly moving westwards 
from the North Sea reached the east coast by noon and central Scotland by dark. The 20th was wet, with 

a band of heavy rain slowly moving north and heavy showers moving across the southern half of the 
country, but it became drier in the north by late evening while showers persisted in the south. A dry and 
fairly cloudy start for the 21st but rain moved in from the south-west in the morning, progressing north-

east through the day and becoming light and patchy.  It was wet for many on the 22nd with bands of rain 
crossing the country during the day.   

23rd to 26th 

It was bright or sunny initially for all parts on the 23rd before rain developed over the west and spread 
east to most parts during the afternoon.  It was sunny and warm across the south-east on the 24th but 

elsewhere there was variable cloud with isolated patches of rain.   Fog over the south-west on the 25th 
cleared away by mid-morning to leave a warm, sunny day everywhere with 16.1 hours of sunshine at 
Kinloss (Morayshire).  It was generally warm or hot and sunny on the 26th with Lossiemouth (Morayshire) 

recording 29.4 °C although cloudier over the west and foggy across the Northern Isles.  

27th to 31st 

Sunny for all parts to start the 27th before rain spread from the south, heaviest over the west, which 
turned thundery with torrential rain in the south from late afternoon.  It was mainly dry and bright or sunny 
on the 28th apart from some patchy rain over the north and east, the rain fizzling out during the 

afternoon.  It was generally cloudy and wet for most places on the 29th, with only the north-east staying 
dry. The 30th saw showers developing, heaviest across north-eastern parts, whilst the south stayed 
brighter. A dry and bright day for most on the 31st but northern areas saw more in the way of cloud.  

Northern Ireland  

1st to 11th 

The 1st, 2nd and 3rd were dry, warm and sunny, with 20.5 °C recorded at Castlederg (County Tyrone) on 

the 1st, but a strong easterly breeze developed on the 3rd.  The dry sunny weather continued on the 4th 
and 5th, and Aldergrove (County Antrim) recorded 14.3 hours of sunshine on the 5th.  The 6th was 
another warm, sunny day.  There was virtually unbroken sunshine again on the 7th with temperatures 

exceeding 20 °C in places.  It was cooler on the 8th but still with unbroken sunshine. It remained dry into 
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the 9th with widespread sunshine after a frosty start for many. There was some early frost again on the 
10th followed by another warm, dry and sunny day. It was frosty in the southeast to start the 11th, staying 

warm, dry and sunny elsewhere, but showers developed in the evening. 

12th to 21st 

Rain spread north through all counties on the 12th, heaviest in the south-west.  After a very mild night, 
the 13th was wet again throughout, the rain heaviest across the north-west. The 14th turned increasingly 
showery, especially across the north-west, before further more widespread cloud and rain moved in with 

30.1 mm of rain at Trassey Slievenaman (County Down). It was wet and windy on the morning of the 
15th, followed by showers.  Sunshine and showers on the 16th, but the showers died away in the 
afternoon to leave a sunny evening. Showers, locally heavy, affected all counties on the afternoon of the 

17th. Sunshine and showers on the 18th, the showers heaviest and most frequent around the coast. A 
dry morning on the 19th, but a band of rain developed in the afternoon and moved slowly eastwards to 
reach central parts by evening. The 20th was a day of bright spells and heavy, thundery showers, 

becoming drier by late evening. A wet start on the 21st, rain soon clearing the north coast but with 
scattered showers developing in the afternoon, becoming drier by the evening but remaining cloudy.  

22nd to 26th 

After a wet morning on the 22nd, the afternoon was drier and warmer with sunshine and a few showers.   
Generally bright or sunny on the 23rd with some short-lived patchy rain in the afternoon.  It was bright or 

sunny on the 24th with temperatures widely into the low 20s Celsius.   Fog in central areas on the 25th 
burned away by mid-morning to leave a warm, sunny day.  The 26th was another dry, warm and sunny 
day with a maximum temperature of 26.2°C at Castlederg (County Tyrone) and Lough Navar (County 

Fernanagh), and Aldergrove recorded 14.9 hours of sunshine, although showers reached the west by 
evening. 

27th to 31st 

It was cloudy on the 27th, turning wet for all parts from mid-morning. The 28th was fine and bright. It was 
very wet on the morning of the 29th, the rain lighter and patchier by the afternoon.  After a band of 

morning showers on the 30th, it turned brighter and drier, and then the 31st was dry with sunny spells.
   

Source: The Met Office 
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NOTABLE WEATHER ACROSS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
 
There were no notable weather events across the county during May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A cloudy day following a bright start near Harrington old airfield.
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OUTLOOK FOR JUNE 

 

 

The outlook for the first week of June was for the weather to be changeable. All regions had the likelihood 

of showers or longer periods of rain. There were drier periods too with the best of them in the south east 
where it was warm at times. 

The changeable theme is expected to continue into the second week with all regions having wet weather 

at times. Drier spells will also develop, especially in the south east. There is a low to moderate chance of 
it becoming very warm or hot, especially in the southern half of the UK. This could lead to downpours and 
thunderstorms. 

The second half of the month will be mixed but quite warm. All parts of the country will have showers or 

longer spells of rain but also drier and warmer spells, particularly in the north and east. It could be very 
warm for a time early in the period. 

 
 

The outlook  is provided by The Weather Outlook, www.theweatheroutlook.com. It does not necessary 
represent the opinion of forecasters at Pitsford Weather Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.theweatheroutlook.com/
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SPECIAL REPORT: Weather and war 
 
Throughout history the effects of extreme weather on society have been well documented. From 
tsunamis to hurricanes, when these most devastating varieties of weather wreak havoc on populated 

areas, they can alter the course of whole civilisations. Here we examine just three instances where 
extreme weather has had an impact on warfare, both naval and land-based, in such significant ways as 
to change the path of history. 

 
1. The English defeat of the Spanish Armada  - 1588 
 

 
 
Although this event pre-dates Met Office records, the English defeat of the Spanish Armada is one of the 

best examples of weather influencing warfare and more than worthy of inclusion in this list  - described by 
some as one of the most decisive battles in Western civilisation.  
 

In 1588 King Philip II of Spain planned an invasion of England, one which was influenced largely by the 
Pope, who wished to make the Protestant England a Catholic nation once more.  
 

The Spanish Armada, a well-drilled and powerful fleet, sailed from Spain to Calais in August 1588 to join 
up with the Spanish army. This combined force is considered by many to have been capable of 
successfully invading England. 

 
It was whilst anchored off Calais and out of their usual formation, that the Armada was attacked not just 
by the English, but by dreadful storms that forced them to flee northwards from the channel. Blocked by 

the English fleet and buffered by the strong winds, what remained of the Armada was forced to attempt a 
circumnavigation of Britain to return home to Spain.  
 

This journey proved disastrous, with low supplies and fierce storms ensuring that less than half of the 
Armada's 130 ships made it back to Spain, with over 20,000 Spanish sailors and soldiers lost. 
 

The proposed invasion of England was thwarted and Queen Elizabeth pronounced that the victory proved 
that God wanted them to win, inscribing the medals that commemorated the triumph with the phrase 
"God blew and they were scattered". 

 
2. Operation Barbarossa – 1941 
 
Operation Barbarossa, Adolf Hitler's attempt to invade the Soviet Union, proved to be the crucial turning 

point in the Second World War. Much like the D-Day landings, the next event in our list, the weather 
played a huge role in affecting part of the WW2 which could have changed history.  
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Much in the same way that being an island nation gives Britain an element of natural defence, the Soviet 

winter has always played a protecting role - Napoleon's army were decimated from 600,000 to 150,000 
by the -40 °C weather, when he attempted to march on Russia in 1812. 
 

With these famous examples in mind it should have been clear to Hitler that a Russian winter was not to 
be trifled with. We found examples in our archive of the German Daily Weather Reports from December 
1941, which shows -24 °C degrees temperatures outside of Moscow. 

 
Whilst the German armies started Barbarossa strongly in June, their advances slowed due to Soviet 
counter-attacks and supply issues and by October they were still 250 km from Moscow. It wasn't until 

December, deep into the cruel Russian winter, that German forces reached the gates of the capital.  
 
Underprepared with no winter clothes and few supplies, the German forces were forced into a retreat. 

Nazi Germany now faced a war on two fronts, a war that it could not win.  
 
3. D-day Landings – 1944 

 
When it comes to the influence of weather forecasting on warfare, there is no more significant event in 
the history of the Met Office than the D-Day invasion in 1944. 

 
Critical decisions about when to send the allied forces across the channel were made based on the 
weather forecasts compiled by the Allied meteorologists.  
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One of the most interesting parts of this forecast is that, having broken the Enigma code, the allies were 
able to use decoded German weather observations information in their forecasting - giving them a vital 
edge over their enemy when it came to accuracy, as they were able to factor in weather data from 

German held territory. 
 
With the German's forecasting that weather conditions would remain unsuitable on the 6th of June for an 

allied assault, the Allied forces had sufficient extra information to advise that conditions would be 
marginal but sufficient to launch the invasion. In doing so the D-Day forecasters made perhaps the most 
important forecast in Met Office history. 

 
 

 
 
 



Pitsford Weather Centre  – Monthly Weather Report – May 2017 

 25 

APPENDIX 1: Weather Centre Instrumentation 

 
In July 2016 the weather station moved to full 

automation for weather recording. Two 
automatic weather stations are in use – a 
Climatica Executive model built to our 

specifications by Instromet Weather Systems 
Ltd and a Davis Vantage Pro 2 Plus station. The 
two stations complement each other with their 

differing capabilities.  However, in the event of 
shutdown due to maintenance the presence of a 
second station means that the weather record 

continues unbroken.  The existing manual 
instruments are maintained for routine 
calibration.   

 
The following inventory indicates how we record 
different aspects of the weather and which station is used as a primary capture device.  

 
 
Temperature 

 
Electronic sensors (Instromet) positioned inside a Stevenson screen alongside sheathed pattern 
thermometers (dry, wet, maximum and minimum) which are used for calibration.  A second large pattern 

Stevenson screen contains a thermograph, hygrograph and a Piché evaporimeter.  
 
Solar Radiation 
 

Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record solar radiation and UV radiation.  
Electronic sunshine recorder (Instromet) calibrated against a UK Met Office Mk II Campbell-Stokes 
sunshine recorder records the hours and minutes of bright sunshine.  

 
Rainfall 
Electronic rainfall sensor (Instromet) calibrated against a standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge .  

Tilting siphon rainfall recorders with daily and weekly clocks.  
 
Wind Direction & Wind Speed 

 
Anemometer and wind vane (Instromet) calibrated against an analogue wind vane, totalising cup-counter 
anemometer.   

Metcheck generator type anemometer and electrical wind vane. 
 
Atmospheric Pressure 

 
Electronic barometer (Davis VP2 Plus) calibrated against a Precision Aneroid Barometer.  
Open-scale micro-barograph.  

Fortin mercurial barometer (no longer in use) 
 
Surface Temperature 

 
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record the temperatures of a concrete slab and an artifical grass 
surface, also recording the instances of ground frost.  

 
Lightning 
 

Boltek LD-250 lightning detector and Astrogenic software records the locations and severity of 
thunderstorms.  
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APPENDIX 2:  
 

1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford 
 

  
Mean Max 

(C) 
Mean Min 

(C) 
Mean 

(C) 
Rain 
(mm) 

Sunshine 
(hrs) 

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49 

February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5 

March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2 

April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3 

May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7 

June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1 

July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7 

August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2 

September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3 

October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1 

November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4 

December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4 

Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9 
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