
   

  

 
 

Pitsford Weather Centre 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Monthly Weather Report 
 
January 2018 

 
       ISSN 1741-4733 



Pitsford Weather Centre  – Monthly Weather Report – January 2018    

 

   

 
 

Pitsford Weather Centre 

 
Pitsford Weather Centre is based at Pitsford School, 4 miles north of Northampton. The centre keeps a 
record of the county‟s changing weather, publishes a monthly weather report as well as providing a 
weather forecast for the local area. Weather data is recorded by a combination of two automatic weather 
stations that are routinely calibrated against traditional instruments. The site has kept a continuous record 
since 1998 and holds weather records for Northamptonshire as far back as 1880. The site is a registered 
member of the Climatological Observers Link (station no. 91012).  
 
 

Registered Office 
 

Pitsford School 
Pitsford 

Northampton 
NN6 9AX 

 
Tel. 01604 880306 Extension 314 

Email. office@northantsweather.org.uk 
Web. www.northantsweather.org.uk 

 
Patrons 

 

  
 

 
Alex Deakin and Michael Fish MBE 

 
Centre Manager 

 
Mr M J Lewis, BSc(Hons), FRGS, FRMetS, CGeog 

 
 

ICT Technician 
 

Mr D Leach 
 

Reprographics 
 

Mrs B Rhodes 
 

 
 
Cover photo: View towards Cottesbrooke on one of the few sunny days in early January.  

 
 
 

 

mailto:office@northantsweather.org.uk
http://www.northantsweather.org.uk/


Pitsford Weather Centre  – Monthly Weather Report – January 2018 

 3 

REVIEW OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
Headline:  A milder month than December with relatively few air frosts and a predominance of 
west or south-westerly winds.  
 
January began cyclonic with low pressure dominating the UK with two distinct centres:  one west of the 
Outer Hebrides and the other over Shetland. Weak troughs tracked eastwards across parts of England 
and Wales. Consequently, conditions were rather unsettled with frequent showers and spells of rain for 
the first two days. It was also windy with gusts at Pitsford exceeding 42mph on the 1

st
 and recording 

49mph on the 2
nd

. However, with a mainly westerly breeze it was mild for early January with 
temperatures on the 2

nd
 reaching 11.3C.  

 
Conditions settled down on the 3rd as a ridge of high pressure built in from the south.  The day was dry, 
although it was cloudy ahead of active frontal systems that moved in from the west overnight.  A quick 
succession of frontal systems tracked across England and Wales delivering 3.5mm of rain at Pitsford.  
Again, with a deep low tracking across Scotland, it became windy again with gusts reaching 42mph.  The 
weather over the next days remained unsettled as further lows and associated frontal systems moved in 
off the Atlantic.  The second of these lows imported colder Arctic air across the UK resulting in a notable 
overnight frost on the 5

th
 as temperatures at Pitsford fell to -1C.  

 
As the last of the lows cleared high pressure began to become established across the UK with a centre 
over Scotland on the 7

th
. The day started cold with another air frost, but followed through with prolonged 

spells of sunshine (7.8 hours).  The high changed its position on the 8
th
 moving towards southern 

Scandinavia and this allowed a warm front to edge up from the south.  It remained cloudy throughout the 
day with spells of light rain or drizzle.  Over the next few days, this high would extend its influence and 
create a blocking situation to eastward moving frontal systems.  The weather became characterised by 
grey and overcast skies, spells of light drizzle during the daytime and, as winds fell light, mist and fog 
became widespread during the evenings and around dawn.  Early on the 10

th
 a frontal system managed 

to track across the UK introducing spells of heavier rain. As this rain cleared later in the day, the county 
enjoyed the briefest of sunshine.  The front became stationary along the east coast on the 11

th
 and then 

tracked back slowly inland on the 12
th
 resulting in a return to gloomy weather.  
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The blocking high maintained its influence over the UK until the 14
th
 when it retreated into eastern Europe 

allowing frontal systems associated with a deepening low over Iceland to track south-eastwards. It 
became wet and windy overnight into the 15

th
 with 2.5mm recorded by 0900hrs. This rain cleared to a 

polar maritime influence of sunny spells and scattered showers. With a brisk north-westerly breeze 
introducing quite a significant wind chill it remained cold. The 16

th
 saw some showers of hail during the 

evening and overnight lows fell close to freezing. It remained windy into the 17
th
, this wind strengthening 

noticeably overnight into the 18th as a deep low, Storm David,  tracked across northern England. Gusts 
at Pitsford reach 62mph, even higher in other more exposed parts of the county. A peak gust of 71mph 
was registered at nearby Brixworth.  
 
Conditions settled down as the low cleared, but with polar maritime air remaining and with winds 
originating off the coast of Greenland it continued to feel cold. The 19

th
 saw some good spells of 

sunshine, but during the evening a succession of warm fronts moved in off the Atlantic introducing 
outbreaks of rain, heavy at times. This rain had largely cleared by mid-morning on the 20

th
, but the rest of 

the day remained overcast and cold. Temperatures at Pitsford reached just 2.7, falling below freezing 
overnight. With the arrival of further Altantic fronts the following morning, conditions were set for a period 
of heavy snow which caused some disruption on many of the county‟s roads until at least lunchtime. The 
snow turned to heavy snow later in the day and a rapid thaw set in with little evidence of the snow the 
following morning.  
 
A ridge of high pressure moved in from the south-west producing a couple of fine and settled days on the 
22

nd
 and 23

rd
, although conditions deteriorated rapidly during the evening and overnight as a named 

storm, Georgia, tracked past the west coast of Scotland. Winds picked up gusting in excess of 40mph 
across the county and it rained quite heavily during the morning on the 24

th
.  Strong winds from the 

south-west introduced significantly milder air and temperatures at Pitsford topped 13.0C on the 23
rd

 and 
24

th
.  A cyclonic pressure pattern persisted on the 25

th
 before a ridge of high pressure moved up along 

the west coast, spreading across the whole of the British Isles on the 26
th
.  The day began chilly, but 

cloud persisted from the remnants of weak frontal systems that tracked southwards along the east coast.  
 
High pressure pulled away from the British Isles into the near continent on the 27

th
 to allow a succession 

of Atlantic weather fronts and outbreaks of rain to track across the country. There was a notable change 
in the weather on the 28

th
 as a warm sector moved across England and Wales. Temperatures at Pitsford 

reached 14.1C, much higher elsewhere where the sunshine managed to break through the cloud. With 
quite an extensive area of high pressure centred to the north of Britain it remained windy for several days, 
gusting in excess of 30mph. High pressure returned to the southern half of the UK briefly on the 30

th
 to 

give a fine and settled day with good spells of sunshine despite quite a frosty start. However, the 
incursion of much cooler air followed a cold front on the 31

st
. Clearing skies during the evening allowed 

good views of the super blue blood moon.  
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CLIMATOLOGICAL STATISTICS 
 
The following statistics constitute the station’s official record for January 2018. Observations are made by 
automatic weather station calibrated regularly against standard pattern instruments. The reset time for daily 
observations is 0900 GMT.  Averages refer to the period 1981-2010.  
 
 

Summary for January 2018  
 
Air Temperatures:       
The Highest Maximum: 14.1C on 28 at 14:06 
The Lowest Maximum: 2.7C on 20 at 10:16 
The Highest Minimum: 9C on 23 at 20:59 
The Lowest Minimum: -1C on 05 at 03:34 
The Mean Maximum: 8.4C     
The Mean Minimum: 2.5C     
The Overall Mean: 5.5C     
Difference from the Monthly Mean: +0.8C     
       
Relative Humidity:       
Highest Relative Humidity: 95% on 23 at 17:06 
Lowest Relative Humidity: 42% on 31 at 14:52 
Mean Relative Humidity: 73.9%     
       
Dew Point:       
The Highest Dew Point: 10.7C on 23 at 13:10 
The Lowest Dew Point: -4.6C on 07 at 04:00 
The Mean Dew Point: 2.8C     
       
Rainfall:       
Total: 52.2mm     
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 94.4 %     
Duration of Rainfall: 24.5hrs     
Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 9.8mm on 21   
Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 23      
Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 21      
       
Sunshine:       
Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 62hrs     
Sunniest day: 7.8hrs on 07   
No. of days without sunshine: 11      
Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 126.5 %     
       
The Highest Solar Radiation: 424W/m2 on 28 at 12:30 
The Highest UV Index 0.9 on 28 at 12:20 
       
Pressure (reduced to sea level):       
The Highest Pressure: 1030.9mb on 29 at 21:39 
The Lowest Pressure: 992.6mb on 02 at 01:58 
Mean Pressure: 1012.7mb     
       
Winds       
Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 173.5miles     
The Highest Average Wind Speed: 34.5mph on 17 at 05:32 
Run of wind (cumulative): 5378.8miles     
Highest Maximum Gust: 62mph on 17 at 03:57 
Bearing of Maximum Gust: 249      
No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 1      
The Average Daily Wind Speed: 7.2mph     
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Winds from the Following Directions:       
N 2      
NE 2      
E 0      
SE 3      
S 6      
SW 9      
W 7      
NW 2      
Calm 0      
       
Grass        
Lowest Grass Minimum: -2.2C on 05 at 02:10 
Mean Grass Temperature: 4.4C     
       
Concrete       
Lowest Concrete Minimum: -2.2C on 07 at 02:20 
Mean Concrete Temperature: 4.2C     
       
Evapotranspiration: 17.4mm     
       
Days with:       
Thunder: 0      
Hail <5mm: 1      
Hail >/=5mm: 0      
Snow or snow & rain: 2      
Snow lying: 1      
Fog: 2      
Air Frost: 3      
Duration of Air Frost: 6.5hrs     
Ground Frost: 11      
Gales: 0 
 

 
 
Brixworth in the snow on the morning of the 21

st
. 



Pitsford Weather Centre  – Monthly Weather Report – January 2018 

 7 

DAILY WEATHER LOG  
   
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Weather Centre during January 2018.  

1st: Dry through the morning, but sharp showers around noon. Becoming drier with spells of sunshine 
through the afternoon, before clouding over again during the evening with further showers. Max. 7.4 °C 
Min. 2.9 °C Rain 1.8 mm Gust 42.5 mph Sunshine 1.3 hrs 

2nd: Initially dry, but a spell of heavy rain following during the late morning clearing to occasional showers 
through the afternoon and evening. Wind freshening during the evening and overnight associated with 
the passage of Storm Eleanor to the north. Max. 11.3 °C Min. 4.0 °C Rain 6.4 mm Gust 49.0 mph 
Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

3rd: A dry day, but staying rather cloudy and with a fresh breeze through the morning, easing slowly into 
the afternoon. Rain overnight into the 4th. Max. 9.4 °C Min. 5.2 °C Rain 3.5 mm Gust 43.6 mph 
Sunshine 0.6 hrs 

4th: A spell of heavy rain clearing before 0900hrs and then remaining dry for the rest of the day. Turning 
relatively mild by noon but then temperatures falling off quickly during the latter half of the afternoon and 
evening. Outbreaks of rain returning in the early hours of the 5th.Max. 10.6 °C Min. 3.2 °C Rain 1.0 mm 
Gust 42.1 mph Sunshine 0.4 hrs 

5th: Feeling noticeably colder. Dry during the day, but remaining rather cloudy. Frosty overnight with 
patchy mist and fog. Max. 6.7 °C Min. -1.0 °C Rain 0.3 mm Gust 32.2 mph Sunshine 0.4 hrs 

6th: Cloudy to start, but some spells of sunshine coming through during the morning before showers 
around lunchtime. Remaining dry, but cloudy for the remainder of the day. Max. 5.9 °C Min. 1.1 °C 
Rain 0.2 mm Gust 31.8 mph Sunshine 1.7 hrs 

7th: A cold and frosty start, but an otherwise fine day with prolonged spells of sunshine. Max. 4.4 °C Min. 
-0.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 27.1 mph Sunshine 7.8 hrs 

8th: Continuing cold, but unlike the 7th remaining grey and overcast throughout the day, the cloud being 
thick enough at times to produce occasional spells of light drizzle. Max. 3.2 °C Min. 1.2 °C Rain 0.2 mm 
Gust 20.4 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

9th: Another cold day, but remaining grey and overcast. Generally dry, but some spells of feint drizzle. 
Rain overnight into the 10th. Max. 7.0 °C Min. 2.8 °C Rain 4.2 mm Gust 11.4 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

10th: Rain clearing, but then remaining dull and grey. Mist and fog forming during the evening, but 
tending to clear before dawn on the 11th. Max. 7.5 °C Min. 0.8 °C Rain 0.3 mm Gust 12.8 mph 
Sunshine 0.5 hrs 

11th: Not much change in the weather. Continuing dull and grey, but largely dry. With little breeze, not 
feeling especially cold. Max. 6.6 °C Min. 5.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 12.5 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

12th: A very similar picture, continuing dull and overcast with some occasional spells of light 
drizzle. Max. 6.8 °C Min. 3.9 °C Rain 0.3 mm Gust 18.6 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

13th: Continuing very much in the same vein. Some hint of possible sunshine first thing, but staying grey 
and overcast throughout the day. Feeling cold in the breeze. Max. 6.4 °C Min. 2.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 17.2 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

14th: Very little change. Once more another grey day, but staying dry during daylight hours. The promise 
of sunshine through the morning never materialised. Becoming wet and windy overnight into the 
15th. Max. 8.3 °C Min. 2.9 °C Rain 2.5 mm Gust 33.8 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 
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15th: Initially wet, but rain clearing to spells of sunshine and scattered showers. Notable double rainbow 
during the afternoon. Wind freshening and turning much colder overnight into the 16th Max. 10.2 °C Min. 
2.8 °C Rain 0.4 mm Gust 32.4 mph Sunshine 1.4 hrs.  

16th: A cold day with a notable wind chill, but otherwise dry during the daytime with good spells of 
sunshine. Brief hail shower during the evening. Max. 6.8 °C Min. 0.9 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 35.3 mph 
Sunshine 5.8 hrs 

17th: Dry during the daytime, but continuing to feel cold with a notable wind chill in the brisk breeze. 
Good spells of sunshine. Outbreaks of rain during the evening and then becoming very windy for a time 
during the early hours of the 18th. Max. 10.8 °C Min. 3.0 °C Rain 0.7 mm Gust 62.0 mph Sunshine 7.3 
hrs 

18th: Wind easing and becoming a fine and settled day with good spells of sunshine. Continuing 
cold. Max. 7.1 °C Min. 0.5 °C Rain 2.0 mm Gust 24.6 mph Sunshine 4.9 hrs 

19th: A dry day with good spells of sunshine, but continuing to feel cold. Rain overnight into the 
20th. Max. 6.1 °C Min. 0.1 °C Rain 2.3 mm Gust 27.5 mph Sunshine 6.3 hrs 

20th: Heavy rain continuing, but largely clearing by mid morning. The rest of the day remaining overcast 
and cold. Snow overnight into the 21st. Max. 2.7 °C Min. -0.8 °C Rain 4.6 mm Gust 9.6 mph Sunshine 0.0 
hrs 

21st: Thin covering of snow at 0900hrs and snow continuing for several hours during the morning. Heavy 
rain following during the afternoon and this, together with rising temperatures through the night, leads to a 
complete thaw of lying snow before first light on the 22nd.Max. 8.6 °C Min. 0.2 °C Rain 9.8 mm 
Gust 18.6 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

22nd: A milder day and dry with some limited spells of sunshine. Breezy at times. Max. 9.4 °C Min. 5.5 °C 
Rain 0.3 mm Gust 23.9 mph Sunshine 2.8 hrs 

23rd: A largely fine day and feeling noticeably mild. Cloudy though for the most part. Brief shower during 
the early evening and then wind increasing during the night with the arrival of Storm Georgia. Max. 13.6 
°C Min. 9.0 °C Rain 1.6 mm Gust 42.3 mph Sunshine 0.3 hrs 

24th: Heavy rain during the course of the morning, then turning more showery with sunny spells in 
between.  A noticeably milder start. Max. 13.5 °C Min. 4.3 °C Rain 6.5 mm Gust 41.2 mph Sunshine 0.0 
hrs 

25th: A fine day with some good spells of sunshine. Temperatures falling though through the afternoon 
and becoming chilly overnight with a light ground frost by dawn on the 26th. Max. 9.2 °C Min. 0.0 °C 
Rain 0.0 mm Gust 24.2 mph Sunshine 6.2 hrs 

26th: A noticeably colder start to the day. Some limited spells of sunshine around during the morning but 
otherwise staying cloudy. Dry. Max. 6.5 °C Min. 2.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 24.4 mph Sunshine 0.9 hrs 

27th: Initially dry, but heavy rain arriving during the course of the morning clearing to showers later but 
remaining grey and overcast. Becoming mild.  Max. 11.1 °C Min. 4.2 °C Rain 1.2 mm Gust 28.4 mph 
Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

28th: An exceptionally mild day with a warm sector dominating the weather. Good spells of sunshine, 
although turning cloudier towards the end of the afternoon. Max. 14.1 °C Min. 9.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 33.3 mph Sunshine 4.4 hrs 

29th: Dry at first, but a spell of heavy rain late morning signalling the arrival of much colder air. Spells of 
sunshine through the afternoon following the rain, but temperatures falling markedly to produce a grass 
frost overnight. Max. 11.3 °C Min. 0.4 °C Rain 1.1 mm Gust 31.1 mph Sunshine 1.2 hrs 
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30th: A cold and frosty start, but staying dry during the day with good spells of sunshine. Patchy 
outbreaks of light rain during the evening and overnight.  Max. 9.0 °C Min. 1.3 °C Rain 0.2 mm 
Gust 25.5 mph Sunshine 5.0 hrs 

31st: A dry day, but remaining largely cloudy until late afternoon. Windy. Skies clearing later to reveal a 
super blue moon after moon rise at 5.00pm. Lunar eclipse producing a blood moon later in the 
night. Max. 6.5 °C Min. 1.9 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 34.0 mph Sunshine 2.8 hrs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The month remained generally cloudy for the first fortnight with little sunshine apart from the 7
th
 which 

saw a total of 7.8hrs. 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA – JANUARY 2018 

 
The following data constitutes the station’s official climatological record.  Readings are taken by automatic 
weather station at 1 minute intervals. Regular calibration of the sensors is carried out against standard 
pattern instruments. Record values are always checked. The reset time for daily readings is standard at 0900 
GMT. Permission to use the data  for commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the centre 
manager, Pitsford Weather Centre, Pitsford School, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  

 

 
 
 
 

Date

High wind 

gust (mph)

Bearing of 

high gust 

(°)

Time of 

high gust

Minimum 

temp (C) 

Time of 

Minimum 

temp

Maximum 

temp (C)

Time of 

max temp

01/01/2018 42.5 293 19:46 2.9 05:18 7.4 20:01

02/01/2018 49 276 02:36 4 09:02 11.3 23:08

03/01/2018 43.6 273 09:43 5.2 06:57 9.4 13:26

04/01/2018 42.1 224 15:07 3.2 00:50 10.6 11:50

05/01/2018 32.2 244 13:01 -1 03:34 6.7 12:03

06/01/2018 31.8 22 17:41 1.1 04:43 5.9 13:52

07/01/2018 27.1 40 13:27 -0.7 06:17 4.4 12:18

08/01/2018 20.4 47 09:41 1.2 09:26 3.2 07:52

09/01/2018 11.4 111 01:35 2.8 09:00 7.1 08:11

10/01/2018 12.8 358 07:10 0.8 00:15 7.5 13:20

11/01/2018 12.5 343 09:08 4.8 08:42 6.6 13:53

12/01/2018 18.6 148 23:10 3.9 06:54 6.8 14:10

13/01/2018 17.2 122 10:46 2.7 04:32 6.4 13:28

14/01/2018 33.8 210 05:16 2.9 20:03 8.9 08:56

15/01/2018 32.4 275 14:23 2.8 07:18 10.2 14:08

16/01/2018 35.3 281 10:25 0.9 02:47 6.8 13:16

17/01/2018 62 249 03:57 3 09:00 10.8 03:07

18/01/2018 24.6 286 12:36 0.5 04:47 7.1 12:49

19/01/2018 27.5 258 13:29 0.1 02:12 6.1 14:15

20/01/2018 9.6 323 20:53 -0.8 23:00 2.7 10:16

21/01/2018 18.6 139 14:17 0.2 09:00 8.6 22:54

22/01/2018 23.9 332 14:56 5.5 19:57 9.7 08:58

23/01/2018 42.3 188 06:00 9 20:59 13.6 13:18

24/01/2018 41.2 197 09:29 4.3 07:55 13.5 09:14

25/01/2018 24.2 187 13:04 0 03:46 9.2 14:23

26/01/2018 24.4 184 07:40 2.3 01:22 6.5 14:59

27/01/2018 28.4 210 10:58 4.2 09:00 11.1 19:50

28/01/2018 33.3 266 13:01 9 07:50 14.1 14:06

29/01/2018 31.1 240 11:20 0.4 07:36 11.3 10:42

30/01/2018 30.9 304 08:27 1.3 09:05 9 01:53

31/01/2018 34 266 13:06 1.9 23:12 6.5 13:14
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

 
 
 
 
Where no rainfall is recorded, the station returns a default time of 09:00 (GMT) or 10:00 (BST). 

 
 
 
 

Date

Minimum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

min 

pressure

Maximum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

max 

pressure

Maximum 

rainfall  

rate 

(mm/hr)

Time of 

max 

rainfall  

rate

Total 

rainfall  

(mm)

01/01/2018 1000.5 11:24 1013.1 05:35 6 12:08 1.8

02/01/2018 992.6 01:58 1012.3 09:00 8.4 21:49 6.4

03/01/2018 997.1 08:48 1004.6 20:08 4.8 05:02 3.5

04/01/2018 994.1 13:19 999.5 20:43 3.6 03:12 1

05/01/2018 996.1 12:18 1012.1 08:59 1.2 06:33 0.3

06/01/2018 1012.1 09:00 1028.5 08:55 1.2 17:44 0.2

07/01/2018 1025 08:10 1029 11:03 0 09:00 0

08/01/2018 1011.8 08:24 1025 09:00 1.2 20:12 0.2

09/01/2018 1005.9 04:48 1012 09:00 6 05:41 4.4

10/01/2018 1007.9 09:00 1019.3 08:57 1.2 09:13 0.4

11/01/2018 1019.3 09:00 1026.8 08:32 0 09:00 0

12/01/2018 1020.6 07:37 1027 10:14 1.2 18:46 0.3

13/01/2018 1019.7 15:45 1021.2 10:47 0 09:00 0

14/01/2018 1001.1 08:52 1021.2 10:01 3.6 02:02 2.5

15/01/2018 996.9 13:14 1001.1 09:00 2.4 12:04 0.4

16/01/2018 998.4 18:35 1007.7 08:58 0 09:00 0

17/01/2018 994.2 03:35 1010.7 15:25 1.2 22:16 0.7

18/01/2018 1004.7 09:06 1011.2 08:52 12 16:20 2

19/01/2018 1005.8 07:18 1011.8 10:41 3.6 07:38 2.3

20/01/2018 1003.9 12:28 1017.4 08:23 2.4 12:54 4.6

21/01/2018 1008.6 20:15 1016.8 09:00 4.8 16:39 9.8

22/01/2018 1012.3 09:00 1019.2 21:59 1.2 07:11 0.3

23/01/2018 1004.7 08:56 1015.5 09:00 4.8 16:56 1.6

24/01/2018 1004.7 09:29 1010 08:40 25.2 10:08 6.5

25/01/2018 1008.8 14:57 1019.2 08:58 0 09:00 0

26/01/2018 1019.1 09:00 1027.3 23:44 0 09:00 0

27/01/2018 1021.7 14:19 1028.2 08:30 2.4 12:03 1.2

28/01/2018 1023.4 07:56 1029 12:22 0 09:00 0

29/01/2018 1023.4 09:53 1030.9 21:39 6 12:27 1.1

30/01/2018 1007.5 07:13 1029.1 09:13 3.6 08:31 0.7

31/01/2018 1002.1 01:25 1008.2 09:00 0 09:00 0
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date

Avg temp 

for the day 

(C)

Total wind 

run 

(miles)

Highest 

avg wind 

speed 

(mph)

Time of 

high avg 

wind 

speed

Lowest 

humidity 

(%)

Time of 

low 

humidity

Highest 

humidity 

(%)

01/01/2018 4.9 182.7 23.8 20:18 58 19:48 86

02/01/2018 7.4 294.1 25 02:30 52 02:13 93

03/01/2018 7.2 233.1 22.2 10:13 56 13:26 92

04/01/2018 6 166 24.3 15:38 56 15:44 93

05/01/2018 2.8 105.6 17.9 12:17 60 10:50 86

06/01/2018 2.9 208.9 16.7 17:41 52 08:39 84

07/01/2018 1.4 278.2 17.8 13:23 43 03:20 71

08/01/2018 2.3 128.7 12.8 09:44 59 09:01 88

09/01/2018 4.9 48.1 7 01:37 75 10:32 93

10/01/2018 4.6 57.5 8.5 07:25 75 23:53 92

11/01/2018 5.6 63.8 8.4 17:49 75 17:51 92

12/01/2018 5.2 88.1 11.4 23:13 70 01:44 90

13/01/2018 4.2 77.6 7.6 12:41 65 08:59 82

14/01/2018 4.8 209.7 19.7 06:55 55 13:51 91

15/01/2018 6.2 219.9 20.9 15:30 58 16:50 90

16/01/2018 3.1 227.4 18.7 05:52 47 12:30 75

17/01/2018 5.7 342.4 34.5 05:32 49 04:50 90

18/01/2018 3.1 126.5 14.2 16:21 58 13:46 83

19/01/2018 2.7 125.7 10.3 14:56 51 15:02 86

20/01/2018 1 30.9 5.5 20:11 70 23:23 87

21/01/2018 4.3 113 12.5 14:24 72 09:06 94

22/01/2018 7.1 181.3 16.2 08:47 54 14:58 91

23/01/2018 11 367 29.7 08:46 72 14:28 95

24/01/2018 6.5 281.2 29.6 09:35 67 00:19 89

25/01/2018 4.8 154.8 15.8 13:45 55 14:08 86

26/01/2018 4 102.1 12.4 07:48 68 16:55 85

27/01/2018 8.9 218.9 19.2 10:59 68 01:58 92

28/01/2018 10.9 203.4 15.8 12:30 67 00:49 88

29/01/2018 4.9 134.9 20.2 12:36 54 17:12 92

30/01/2018 6 175.8 16.2 08:36 56 12:38 93

31/01/2018 3.9 231.5 20.5 02:57 42 14:52 76
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Climatological data ctd: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date

Time of 

high 

humidity

Total 

sunshine 

(hrs)

High heat 

index (C)

Time of 

high heat 

index

High app 

temp (C)

Time of 

high app 

temp

Low app 

temp (C)

01/01/2018 12:41 1.3 7.4 20:01 3.6 11:51 -3.4

02/01/2018 22:35 0 11.3 23:08 7.3 22:44 -5

03/01/2018 06:28 0.6 9.4 13:26 4.2 00:20 -0.8

04/01/2018 10:18 0.4 10.6 11:50 8 12:20 -2.1

05/01/2018 00:13 0.4 6.7 12:03 2 17:58 -3.9

06/01/2018 09:17 1.7 5.9 13:52 1.3 14:56 -4.6

07/01/2018 18:48 7.8 4.4 12:18 -1.5 12:18 -7.1

08/01/2018 22:56 0 3.2 07:52 1.3 08:53 -5.2

09/01/2018 03:49 0 7.1 08:11 5.9 07:01 -0.2

10/01/2018 09:29 0.5 7.5 13:20 6.3 13:20 -1.6

11/01/2018 04:46 0 6.6 13:53 4.6 02:26 1

12/01/2018 09:22 0 6.8 14:10 5.3 14:18 -0.9

13/01/2018 12:18 0 6.4 13:28 3.5 14:50 -1.3

14/01/2018 07:22 0 8.9 08:56 3.9 08:56 -2.5

15/01/2018 09:36 1.4 10.2 14:08 7.6 12:29 -3.9

16/01/2018 04:20 5.8 6.8 13:16 1.5 13:16 -6.1

17/01/2018 01:35 7.3 10.8 03:07 5.3 02:13 -6.5

18/01/2018 16:40 4.9 7.1 12:49 3 15:32 -3.7

19/01/2018 08:29 6.3 6.1 14:15 2.3 12:31 -4.2

20/01/2018 17:53 0 2.7 10:16 0.7 10:16 -3.8

21/01/2018 22:51 0 8.6 22:54 6.8 22:49 -5.7

22/01/2018 07:33 2.8 9.7 08:58 5.6 16:24 1.3

23/01/2018 17:06 0.3 13.6 13:18 10.7 13:18 2.6

24/01/2018 10:11 0 13.5 09:14 5.8 10:02 -0.3

25/01/2018 02:55 6.2 9.2 14:23 4.3 14:25 -3

26/01/2018 21:03 0.9 6.5 14:59 4.5 15:48 -2.3

27/01/2018 17:12 0 11.1 19:50 9.1 20:04 -0.8

28/01/2018 09:00 4.4 14.1 14:06 11.7 14:06 4.5

29/01/2018 12:27 1.2 11.3 10:42 8.3 11:53 -2.9

30/01/2018 23:59 5 9 01:53 5.6 02:16 -2.2

31/01/2018 02:12 2.8 6.5 13:14 2.2 09:44 -5



Pitsford Weather Centre  – Monthly Weather Report – January 2018 

 14 

Climatological data ctd: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Date

Time of 

low app 

temp

High 

hourly 

rain (mm)

Time of 

high 

hourly 

rain

Low wind 

chill  (C)

Time of 

low wind 

chill

Dominant 

wind dir 

(°)

01/01/2018 21:49 1.4 12:38 -0.1 21:50 265

02/01/2018 02:39 2.2 02:52 -1.3 02:40 221

03/01/2018 10:06 1.4 05:55 2.6 02:30 249

04/01/2018 15:38 0.9 09:00 0.8 08:55 227

05/01/2018 05:23 0.3 06:40 -1.7 06:32 232

06/01/2018 08:31 0.2 17:43 -3 08:31 3

07/01/2018 23:06 0 09:00 -5.5 01:38 32

08/01/2018 09:43 0 09:00 -3.7 09:43 61

09/01/2018 12:18 2.4 05:51 1.1 12:18 148

10/01/2018 00:50 0.4 09:00 0.8 00:15 310

11/01/2018 09:17 0.1 09:00 2.1 09:17 336

12/01/2018 01:31 0.3 18:53 0.7 01:31 144

13/01/2018 03:16 0 09:00 0.1 03:16 124

14/01/2018 19:29 1.4 02:43 -0.8 21:36 183

15/01/2018 05:01 0.3 12:06 -1.1 05:01 245

16/01/2018 05:52 0 09:00 -3.6 02:54 258

17/01/2018 05:35 0.3 22:34 -1.5 09:00 260

18/01/2018 18:13 1.7 16:23 -2.1 07:49 264

19/01/2018 02:34 1.2 08:59 -3.1 02:40 211

20/01/2018 00:16 1.4 13:18 -2.4 20:10 350

21/01/2018 14:24 3.2 16:37 -4.5 14:09 192

22/01/2018 02:43 0.3 07:20 2.8 02:42 227

23/01/2018 01:48 1.6 17:05 5.6 01:33 190

24/01/2018 04:27 3.2 10:37 1.2 08:15 197

25/01/2018 04:11 0 09:00 0 03:46 192

26/01/2018 06:52 0 09:00 -1.1 04:27 210

27/01/2018 10:59 0.8 12:46 1.1 09:01 209

28/01/2018 03:05 0 09:00 6.8 06:48 227

29/01/2018 07:46 1.1 12:27 0 08:57 287

30/01/2018 09:05 0.5 08:48 -0.3 09:05 202

31/01/2018 04:04 0.5 09:00 -2.3 04:06 273
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UK WEATHER REVIEW 
 
January 2018 

January started mild and changeable, and it was very windy on the 2nd/3rd with the passage of Storm 
Eleanor.  It turned more settled and quite cold between the 6th and 12th, with high pressure often close 
to the British Isles.  A changeable westerly type returned for the second half of the month, and it was 
generally mild in the south, but the third week was cold in Scotland, Northern Ireland and parts of 
northern England, with significant snow at times. 

The provisional UK mean temperature was 4.1 °C, which is 0.4 °C above the 1981-2010 long-term 
average.  Both maximum and minimum temperatures were between 1.0 and 1.5 °C above average over 
much of southern England, but between 0.5 and 1.0 °C below in northern Scotland.  Rainfall was 110% of 
average, and most parts of the UK had near or rather above average rainfall, with the excess 
approaching 50% in Northern Ireland, but in contrast it was very dry in parts of Aberdeenshire.  Sunshine 
was 103% of average, and most regions had near average sunshine, but parts of northern Scotland were 
much sunnier than average. 

The UK monthly extremes were as follows:  A maximum temperature of 15.1 °C was recorded at Monks 
Wood (Cambridgeshire) on the 28th.  A minimum temperature of -13.7 °C was recorded at Altnaharra 
and Kinbrace (Sutherland) on the 21st.  In the 24 hours ending at 0900 GMT on the 15th, 82.2 mm of rain 
fell at Skye Alltdearg House (Inverness-shire). A wind gust of 81 knots (93 mph) was recorded at Capel 
Curig (Gwynedd) on the 17th.  A snow depth of 38 cm was recorded at Eskdalemuir (Dumfries & 
Galloway) on the 17th. 

Weather Impacts 

On the 2nd and 3rd, as Storm Eleanor passed, some lorries overturned on the M5 and the A15. Some 
bridges were closed, and trees were brought down causing transport disruption and also some power 
outages: over 80,000 properties lost power. Some flooding was reported in the south-east of England, 
Wales and southern Scotland. Ferries along the south coast were cancelled, and buildings were 
damaged along the north coast of Cornwall due to the sea overtopping sea walls.  On the 4th, in Wales 
over 3000 properties lost power. A number of trees were brought down and there was localised flooding 
in Hampshire. 

On the 10th and 11th, some flights were cancelled at Glasgow Airport due to fog, with some ferry 
services in Scotland and Northern Ireland also cancelled.   

Between the 16th and 22nd, there were impacts from wintry weather over much of the country.  Some 
roads were closed, and there were numerous road traffic accidents which resulted in two fatalities in 
Northern Ireland. Numerous schools were closed across Northern Ireland, northern England and 
Scotland, and there were also power outages in Northern Ireland.  On the night of the 16th/17th there 
was severe travel disruption in Scotland, with massive delays on the M74 as several hundred vehicles 
became stranded causing a 7-mile traffic jam, and some 60 HGVs had to be towed after jack-knifing. 

On the 21st, there was travel disruption across the east of England and the Midlands with some roads 
closed due to snow. East Midlands Airport was closed for a time and Stansted Airport was also 
affected.  As milder air brought rain and snowmelt, some surface water issues affected west Wales and 
south-west England with some roads closed due to flooding, and a landslip onto a rail line. 

On the 24th, heavy rain caused railway signalling issues between Linlithgow and Edinburgh, and a 
landslide in Dumfries & Galloway. In Northern Ireland, north-west England and the Midlands, fallen trees 
caused disruption. In the east of England, the Orwell Bridge was closed, a building in Huntingdon was 
damaged and ferries between Dover and Calais and to the Isle of Wight were delayed. Roads were 
blocked and rail services were delayed due to fallen trees. There were power outages in parts of 
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southern England, and some travel delays, including to flights between Newquay, Lands End and the 
Isles of Scilly. 

 

Source: The Met Office. 
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UK WEATHER DIARY 

England  

1st to 5th 

Heavy rain on the 1st moved east along the English Channel and affected the south, with sunshine and 
scattered showers elsewhere, the showers most frequent in the north. Cloudy on the 2nd, with morning 
rain, heavy at times, clearing eastwards followed by isolated showers, before further rain moved into the 
west in advance of Storm Eleanor. It was very windy on the 3rd, gusts exceeding 75 mph across the 
south, with blustery showers in many places, heaviest over the north-west, and persistent rain reached 
the south-west in the evening.  The 4th was a wet day but the rain cleared from the south-west, and it 
was windy on eastern coasts. Central and southern parts were wet on the 5th, the north drier until 
showers arrived in the evening. 

6th to 12th 

The 6th started frosty in central parts, and showers affected most places, particularly the east, but these 
became confined to east-facing coasts by evening.  The 7th was cold but sunny after a frosty start, and 
isolated showers near the east coast died out in the afternoon.  The 8th started frosty and sunny from the 
Midlands northwards with a minimum of -7.9 °C at Redesdale (Northumberland), but cloudier conditions 
in the south spread to most parts later; staying cold.  The 9th was chilly and overcast with patchy drizzle, 
and heavy rain spread into the far south-west during the afternoon. Early patchy fog on the 10th, the 
south and west dry and mainly sunny, but cloudy elsewhere, with rain or drizzle in the east. The 11th was 
mainly cloudy with patchy fog, isolated showers in the north-east, and patchy rain/drizzle in the south-
east, but dry and sunny in some western areas. The 12th was mainly cloudy and dry with mist and fog 
patches, and patchy rain/drizzle in southern central counties. 

13th to 20th 

The 13th was generally cloudy, with persistent rain for western parts. The 14th began with widespread 
frost and it was cloudy in central areas, sunny around the coasts; rain reached the north-west by evening. 
Most places had a mild wet morning on the 15th, but it turned much colder and showery later. It was 
generally cool and showery on the 16th, showers falling as rain in the south, but producing up to 10 cm of 
lying snow in places across Cumbria and Northumberland. It was sunny but cold in the south and east on 
the 17th, while there were wintry showers across the north-west and north Midlands, rain showers in the 
south-west. It turned very windy overnight into the 18th, gusts exceeding 80 mph in the east, with rain for 
most and snow for some northern parts where Copley (Northumberland) recorded 25 cm of lying snow; 
blustery wintry showers followed in northern and central areas with rain showers in the south and hail and 
thunder in the south-east later. The 19th was mainly dry and sunny, with scattered showers in the west, 
wintry especially over high ground in the north-west. The 20th was mainly cloudy; rain and drizzle, briefly 
wintry in northern and central regions, moved south-east and died out by dusk, while the north-east 
stayed mostly dry. 

21st to 28th 

The 21st started frosty away from the south, and wet for all regions with rain preceded by snow, clearing 
away from the north-west by late afternoon, and it turned significantly milder in the south.  It was bright 
and mild in the south and east on the 22nd after clearance of early rain, but cloudier and cooler in the 
north and west with some showery rain. The 23rd was very mild, with light rain on and off in places but 
persisting in the north where Kielder Castle (Northumberland) recorded 52.8 mm. Wet from the Midlands 
southwards on the 24th, the rain clearing away by evening, leaving blustery showers in places and winds 
gusted to 64 mph at times associated with Storm Georgina. The 25th was less windy with showers or 
longer spells of rain for northern and western parts, much drier and brighter in the east and south-east. 
Showers affected central southern parts early on the 26th, but these died out leaving a sunny day. Mild 
and wet on the 27th with rain moving eastwards during the day and clearing the south-east by early 
evening. Mild and breezy on the 28th with temperatures reaching 15.1 °C at Monks Wood 
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(Cambridgeshire), dry and sunny in some central and eastern areas, but cloudy with patchy rain/drizzle in 
the north and south-west. 

29th to 31st 

The 29th began cloudy with occasionally heavy rain in the north, which moved south and died out, 
leaving drier, brighter and colder conditions, though the far south remained cloudy. Cloudy in the north 
and south-west on the 30th, with patchy rain and drizzle, elsewhere mainly dry and sunny. A band of rain 
cleared south during the morning of the 31st with cooler conditions and scattered showers following 
behind. 

Wales  

1st to 5th 

Heavy and thundery showers moved east early on the 1st, followed by a bright interlude and then further 
scattered showers.  The 2nd started with heavy rain, which cleared for a time, before further heavy rain 
arrived during the afternoon in advance of Storm Eleanor. It was very windy on the 3rd, gusts exceeding 
75 mph in the south, with showers especially in the north, but turned drier into the evening. The 4th was a 
bright showery day. Most places had a wet morning on the 5th, drying up everywhere later. 

6th to 12th 

The 6th started with patchy fog in places, clearing to leave sunshine and showers, but the showers died 
out by dusk.  The 7th was a sunny day following a cold start. The 8th started frosty, with a minimum of -
6.3 °C at Hawarden (Clywd), and remained cold, with some sunshine in the north and west, but cloud 
spread to most areas. It was cool and overcast with patchy drizzle on the 9th and rain moved into the 
south-west by dusk. The 10th started with some fog patches, but was otherwise sunny and dry. It 
remained fine on the 11th, with some sunshine in the south and east but more cloud in the north and 
west. It was mainly dry and cloudy with mist and fog patches on the 12th, though with some brighter 
spells. 

13th to 20th 

The 13th began with a widespread frost and was generally cloudy, with persistent rain for western parts. 
The 14th also started frosty, and it was bright in the west, cloudy elsewhere, with rain reaching Anglesey 
by evening. It was mild and wet on the morning of the 15th, turning colder in the afternoon with wintry 
showers. Cold, breezy and showery on the 16th, showers falling mainly as rain at low levels but with 
sleet/snow on higher ground. Sunshine and wintry showers on the 17th, turning wet everywhere during 
the evening. It was very windy overnight into the 18th, with gusts exceeding 75 mph and one of 93 mph 
recorded at Capel Curig (Gwynedd), then a day of scattered blustery wintry showers, especially over 
higher ground, with brighter spells in the south and east. The 19th was mostly cloudy in the north and 
west, with scattered showers, these wintry over high ground; brighter and drier in the south and east. The 
20th was mostly overcast; it started wet in the north with sleet/snow on high ground, the rain spreading 
south later but dying out by dusk. 

21st to 28th 

The 21st started with a widespread frost away from the south, followed by a very wet day with snow in 
many places giving 41 mm of rain at Gogerddan (Dyfed); drying up into the evening and turning 
significantly milder. The 22nd was cloudy with outbreaks of light rain, and temperatures widely exceeding 
10 °C. It was cloudy, mild and breezy on the 23rd with patchy light rain in places.  The 24th had a wet 
morning for all, the rain clearing to leave sunshine and blustery showers for the afternoon as Storm 
Georgina swept through with winds gusting up to 75 mph in places. Sunshine and showers or longer 
spells of rain on the 25th, particularly during the afternoon, but it was less windy.  A few showers in the 
south early on the 26th died out, then it was dry and generally sunny. The 27th had a very wet morning, 
the rain heavy at times but clearing away in the afternoon. It was mainly cloudy, mild and breezy on the 
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28th, temperatures reaching 14.8 °C at Rhyl (Clwyd), with patchy rain/drizzle, especially in the south-
west, but the north was drier with brighter spells.  

29th to 31st 

The 29th started cloudy with occasionally heavy rain; becoming dry, brighter and colder in the afternoon. 
Mainly cloudy on the 30th, brightest in the south-east, with patchy rain and drizzle developing in the south 
and west later. The 31st was a day of sunshine and scattered showers and it turned cooler. 

Scotland  

1st to 5th 

There were scattered showers in northern and western areas on the 1st, with a band of showers also 
affecting the Central Belt for a time, but eastern parts were dry with some sunny intervals.  The 2nd was 
mainly cloudy, with heavy rain moving in from the west during the morning, preceded by sleet/snow on 
higher ground, clearing after midday followed by scattered showers. Frequent showers over the west on 
the 3rd, drier and brighter in the east. A band of persistent rain in the south on the 4th, generally dry and 
brighter but windy across the north.  The 5th was wet for central and northern parts, but much drier in the 
south. 

6th to 12th 

The 6th was cold and mostly cloudy, with wintry showers for the far north and south-east.  The 7th started 
with a widespread sharp frost, and remained cold and cloudy in the north and west but the south and east 
saw sunshine. The 8th started with another widespread frost, followed by a sunny day, though it was 
cloudier and less cold in the far north and west. Cloudy and cold on the 9th with patchy rain/drizzle in 
southern and central areas, sunnier in the north and west. Early fog patches on the 10th, then it was 
mainly cloudy, with patchy rain/drizzle in the east, drier elsewhere with sunny spells in the north-west. 
The 11th was sunny and mainly dry in the north, but otherwise cloudy, with early fog patches, and 
isolated rain/drizzle. Mainly cloudy and dry on the 12th, mist and fog patches with rain/drizzle affecting 
eastern coasts at first. 

13th to 20th 

The 13th was generally cloudy and windy, with persistent rain over western parts. The 14th started with a 
widespread sharp frost, then it was sunny in the east, cloudy elsewhere with rain spreading from the 
north-west to all areas by dusk with 82 mm of rain at Skye Alltdearg House. Cold and windy on the 15th, 
and showers over the west turned wintry by evening.  Cold and blustery on the 16th with frequent heavy, 
wintry showers, especially in the west, leaving lying snow up to 15 cm in many places and 28 cm was 
recorded at Eskdalemuir (Dumfries and Galloway). Widespread, frequent and heavy wintry showers on 
the 17th gave up to 20 cm of lying snow in many places and 40 cm in the Southern Uplands. Mainly 
cloudy on the 18th with scattered wintry showers in the south and west, drier and sunnier in the east and 
especially north-east. Mainly cloudy on the 19th, with frequent wintry showers over northern, western and 
central parts, drier and brighter weather in the north-east, and showers spreading into southern parts by 
dusk. It was mainly dry and bright on the 20th, with scattered wintry showers in the far north and north-
east; fog patches in the south. 

21st to 28th 

The 21st had a severe and widespread frost with minimum temperatures of -13.7 °C at Kinbrace and 
Altnaharra (Sutherland), and snow spread from the south-west, affecting all parts by mid-afternoon, 
before turning to rain as milder air arrived from the west.  Most places had showers and longer spells of 
rain on the 22nd. The 23rd was wet and windy for all, but mild. The 24th was very wet and very windy, 
particularly in the north, thanks to Storm Georgina, with winds gusting to 85 mph over western parts.  The 
25th had sunny spells especially in the east, but with frequent and slow-moving showers over central and 
western parts. Showers over the north and east died out early on the 26th, then it was mostly sunny 
ahead of rain arriving in the west during the evening. The morning of the 27th was wet and windy, the 
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rain clearing eastwards quickly leaving frequent blustery showers and gusts in excess of 75 mph in 
places. The 28th began chilly with early sunshine in the north-east, but was otherwise mainly cloudy, mild 
and windy with a maximum temperature of 12.9 °C at Dunbar (East Lothian), but patchy rain/drizzle 
became more widespread and heavy later. 

29th to 31st 

The 29th had sunshine and scattered showers, the showers mainly in the west, and it turned significantly 
cooler.  It was mainly cloudy on the 30th, with heavy rain in the north and west moving slowly south-east; 
the east and south remained mostly dry, and the north-east was brighter. A colder day than of late on the 
31st with scattered wintry showers. 

Northern Ireland 

1st to 5th 

The 1st was mainly cloudy, and showers in the west spread to most areas but became lighter and less 
frequent.  Scattered showers to start on the 2nd, before heavy rain moved in from the south-west during 
the afternoon in advance of Storm Eleanor with gusts to 90 mph at Orlock Head (County Down).  The 3rd 
was cold and windy with frequent and occasionally heavy blustery showers.  A wet morning on the 4th 
was followed by sunshine and showers in the afternoon.  The 5th was a bright day, but showers 
developed during the afternoon. 

6th to 12th 

The 6th was a sunny day with just a few isolated showers.  The 7th started with a widespread sharp frost 
with a minimum temperature of -6.8 °C at Katesbridge (County Down), and a sunny day followed. The 8th 
was another cold sunny day following an overnight frost.  It was overcast and cold on the 9th with patchy 
drizzle, and heavy rain spread from the south-west towards dusk.  It was mainly cloudy and foggy on the 
10th, with some rain/drizzle at first in the west and some brightness in the north. The 11th started with 
patchy fog, and was mainly dry and cloudy but with some brightness in the north and east.  It was mainly 
cloudy and dry on the 12th, before rain, occasionally heavy, spread eastwards later. 

13th to 20th 

The 13th was a wet day, turning a little drier in the evening.  The 14th started frosty, and was cloudy, 
turning wet everywhere during the afternoon.  Colder with sunshine and showers on the 15th, the 
showers turning wintry into the evening. Widespread, frequent and heavy wintry showers on the 16th, 
with up to 17 cm of lying snow in places.  The 17th had sunshine and frequent heavy wintry showers with 
Trassey Slievenaman (County Down) recording 30 cm of lying snow, before turning milder and very wet 
everywhere towards evening. It was cloudy on the 18th, with frequent, occasionally wintry, showers 
tending to die out during the afternoon. Mainly cloudy and breezy on the 19th, with frequent wintry 
showers, these mostly dying out by dusk. The 20th began wet, with sleet/snow over higher ground, but 
the afternoon was mostly bright and dry. 

21st to 31st 

The 21st had a cold wet morning with snow for some and 36.8 mm of rain at Killylane (County Antrim), 
drying up in the afternoon and turning significantly milder.  Cloudy with outbreaks of light rain on the 
22nd, with temperatures widely exceeding 10 °C.  It was mild and breezy on the 23rd with sunshine and 
showers.  There was a mix of sunshine and blustery showers on the 24th as Storm Georgina made an 
appearance with winds gusting up to 65 mph.  Less windy but still cloudy with showers or longer spells of 
rain on the 25th.  Dry and bright on the 26th, cloud increasing in the afternoon ahead of rain arriving in 
the evening.  Cloudy and mild on the 27th with scattered outbreaks of rain, and breezy with gusts 
reaching 50 mph in places. It continued cloudy, mild and breezy on the 28th, patchy rain/drizzle tending 
to die out during the afternoon, and the temperature reached 13.5 °C at Murlough (County Down).  The 
29th was bright with isolated showers and it turned significantly colder. The 30th was cloudy and mainly 
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dry, patchy rain developing late afternoon.  Sunshine and frequent showers on the 31st, the showers 
turning wintry during the day. 

 

Source: The Met Office 
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NOTABLE WEATHER ACROSS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
 

15 January 

Notable double rainbow observed at Pitsford during the afternoon just before the arrival of a cold front. 

 

17 January 

The county is hit by strong winds, gusting to 62mph at Pitsford and even higher at other locations across 
the county. Winds of up to 71mph are recorded at Brixworth. Up to 35,000 homes lose power across 
England and Wales, and transport is badly impacted with bridges closing, ferries being cancelled and 
roads and railways blocked by fallen trees. The Met Office is criticised for not naming the storm which 
was later christened Storm David by the French meteorological service. David quickly followed on the 
heals of Storm Fionn which affected Ireland. Parts of the county experienced some minor structural 
damage, but the impact was more severe elsewhere where gusts of up to 95mph were recorded. 
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Above: Recordings of pressure, average 10 minute wind speed and maximum gusts recorded at Pitsford 
Weather Centre from 06:00hrs on the 17th during the passage of Storm David. 

 

Above: Synoptic chart showing the position of Storm David at 00:00hrs on the 18th. 

21 January 
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The county wakes to a covering of snow and further significant snowfall during the course of the morning 
that results in slippery stretches on much of the county's road network for a time before the snow is finally 
replaced by heavy rain through the afternoon. 

  

Above: Snowfields west of Brixworth rapidly disappearing with the arrival of rain during the afternoon of 
the 21st.  
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OUTLOOK FOR FEBRUARY 2018 
 

 

Rather cold and showery conditions affected all regions at the start of February. During the middle of the 
first week outbreaks of rain, sleet and snow spread eastwards and gradually faded away. It then became 
mostly dry and very cold, although snow showers affected the south east and East Anglia. Towards the 
end of the week there were outbreaks of snow pushing westwards across much of the UK.  

Predominantly cold weather is expected to continue during the second week. There is an ongoing risk of 
wintry showers as well as more persistent outbreaks of rain, sleet and snow. Night-time frosts will 
develop widely during drier periods and they could be severe at times. Temperatures may recover later 
on. 

A rather changeable period of weather is forecast for the second half of the month. Some milder intervals 
will develop but further cold spells are probable and temperatures over the period as a whole are most 
likely to be below the seasonal average. Further spells of rain, sleet and snow are possible in all regions 
and night-time frosts develop readily during the drier and quieter spells. 

 

 

This report is provided by The Weather Outlook. It does not necessary represent the opinion of 
forecasters at Pitsford Weather Centre. 
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SPECIAL REPORT:  Remembering the life of Philip Eden 
 
Philip Eden, who has died 
aged 66, was a 
meteorologist, weather 
historian, avid collector of 
arcane weather statistics and 
one of the very few people to 
make a living out of private 
forecasts. 

He sold his material to local 
radio stations all over Britain, 
and to national newspapers, 
most notably The Daily 
Telegraph, where he 
contributed a daily “Weather 
Watch” column from 1998 to 
2012, and The Sunday 
Telegraph, where he was a 
columnist from 1986 until 
forced to retire by illness 
towards the end of 2015. 

In addition to information about the latest weather trends in Britain and around the world, devotees of 
Eden‟s columns could expect to be entertained with diversions ranging from references to the weather in 
the diaries of Samuel Pepys, to the definition of a “squaw winter” (the first serious frosts of the autumn on 
the eastern seaboard of the US, without which, it is said, a true Indian summer cannot occur) and the 
difference between “raining cats and dogs” and “raining stair-rods” (six millimetres). But Eden himself 
derived the greatest satisfaction from demolishing the various claims of the “never had it like this before” 
brigade. 

“Having spent more than 30 years in the forecasting business,” he wrote in 2008, “I have become rather 
proprietorial about the weather, and become quite cross when other people blame extreme weather for 
their own shortcomings … Those we charge with looking after the nation‟s infrastructure … routinely 
blame „unprecedented‟ weather when they fail to do their job. It provides a handy excuse for 
government‟s failure to maintain adequate flood defences or the water companies‟ lack of financial 
provision for drought.” 

Agencies such as the 
Met Office and the 
Environment Agency, 
he claimed, seemed 
sometimes to be 
selecting the statistics 
their political masters 
wanted to hear. During 
the summer floods of 
2007, for example, 
much was made of the 
claim that May, June 
and July comprised the 
wettest such three-
month period in 242 
years of records – a 
key statistic in the 
Government‟s review of 
the official response to 
the floods. 

A Philip Eden article in The Sunday 
Telegraph, December 2000 
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But, Eden pointed out, it was only the wettest May-to-July period: “If you look at all the three-month 
periods on record, May-July 2007 was merely the 42nd wettest; in other words, such a large total will 
recur once every six years, on average. In fact, higher rainfall totals occurred in the winter of 2002-3 and 
the autumn of 2000.” Extreme weather, he maintained, “is part and parcel of our climate and it is wrong to 
treat it as new every time it happens”. 

Similarly, though Eden described himself as a “fully signed-up member of global warming”, which he had 
started to write about in the 1980s, he objected when people linked it to unusual weather events: 
“Individual weather events have very little to do with the broad thrust of climate change.” 

Eden was often critical of the Met Office, but had a lot of sympathy for his fellow forecasters who found 
themselves on the receiving end when things went wrong. “We have poor old Mike Fish‟s „hurricane‟ 
being aired yet again,” he wrote in May 2003, after early forecasts for the Spring Bank Holiday (though 
not those made 72, 48 and 24 hours before) turned out to be wrong. “Don‟t the critics realise that trotting 
out a bad forecast made in 1987 is a considerable compliment to the skill of weather forecasters during 
the past 16 years? Has no forecast gone wrong since then?” 

 

Geoffrey Philip Eden was born in 
Luton on July 14 1951, the day 
before St Swithun‟s Day, the son of 
Edmund Eden, an engineer at 
Vauxhall Motors and part-time 
musician, and his French wife, 
Céline, née Malpeyre, a tailor. He 
was educated at Luton Grammar 
School followed by Luton Sixth Form 
College. 

From as early as he could remember 
he wanted to be a weatherman. He 
described his youthful self as a 
“classic anorak” and was just nine 
when his first meteorological paper 
was published in his school 
magazine. He also earned pocket 
money from Luton Council by 
forecasting which roads would need 
gritting during winter. 

Eden took a BA in Geography 
followed by an MSc in Meteorology at 
Birmingham University, but instead of 
following the conventional path into 
the Met Office, he stayed in the 
private sector. For a time he worked 
in Aberdeen preparing forecasts for 
the North Sea Oil industry at a time 
when most of the production 
platforms were being built. It was at 
this time, he recalled, that he first 

encountered the British habit of blaming the weather forecast for everything. 

“Money was spent at a rate of millions of pounds per day, but inevitably occasional mistakes were made 
by the engineers and mariners in charge of operations. When that happened, the daily log would blame it 
on „an unexpected strengthening of the wind‟ or „a sudden increase in wave height‟ which was not 
forecast. Although inexperienced and therefore shocked by these blatant untruths, I had to keep my 
mouth shut.” 
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In 1983 he was hired as weather presenter by the London radio station LBC and soon proved himself a 
natural as a broadcaster. For 10 years, with just a few simple words each morning, Eden would tell 
Londoners what the weather would do that day and it was said that many people in the capital did not get 
dressed until they had heard his forecast. 

From 1994 he became well known as chief network weather presenter on BBC Five Live, where his 
colleague Tom Fort recalled him “thrusting his fingers through an unkempt thatch of hair as he waited to 
pronounce on the likelihood of showers in the South-West or of sunny intervals with a brisk wind over 
Orkney”. 

As well as his columns for the Telegraph titles, Eden established the climate-uk website and published 
popular books about Britain‟s favourite topic of conversation. These included Weatherwise: The Sunday 
Telegraph Companion to the British Weather (1995); Weather Facts (1995); The Secrets of the Weather 
(1997); Flood (2000); The Daily Telegraph Book of the Weather (2003) and Change in the Weather 
(2005). 

In his last book, Great British Weather Disasters (2008), Eden paired such extreme weather events as 
the Big Snows of 1881 and 1990, and the fog/smogs of 1873 and 2007, in the cause of showing how lazy 
and irresponsible the “unprecedented” excuse is. 

He also observed, of claims by insurance companies that increased payouts were evidence of a “more 
unstable” climate, that they were more likely to be evidence of a society more willing to take out property 
insurance. 

In 2000, however, he had observed how vulnerable to bouts of bad weather Britain‟s high-tech, highly 
mobile society had become: “Our forebears would have shrugged their shoulders, hauled on an extra 
layer or two of clothing, grumbled a bit and got on with their lives. Nowadays we just grumble.” 

Though tenacious in argument, Eden was a modest, unassuming man who would go out of his way to be 
helpful and encouraging to amateur meteorologists. He was prompt at answering even the most trivial 
weather-related question. 

A keen cricket fan (he also contributed thoughts on the weather to Wisden Cricketers‟ Almanack), Eden‟s 
other interests included classical music (he played the clarinet), musicals, France (where he and his 
brother kept a holiday home in the Limousin), and cutting down trees. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Meteorological Society in 1980, served as its vice-president from 
2007 to 2009 and was awarded the society‟s Gordon Manley Weather Prize in 2001 and 2010. He was 
trustee and director of the Chilterns Observatory Trust from 2007. 

Philip Eden, who was unmarried, had been suffering from Lewy Body dementia. 
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APPENDIX 1: Weather Centre Instrumentation 

 
In 2016 the weather station moved to full 
automation for weather recording. Two 
automatic weather stations are in use – a 
Climatica Executive model built to our 
specifications by Instromet Weather Systems 
Ltd and a Davis Vantage Pro 2 Plus station. The 
two stations complement each other with their 
differing capabilities.  However, in the event of 
shutdown due to maintenance the presence of a 
second station means that the weather record 
continues unbroken.  The existing manual 
instruments are maintained for routine 
calibration.   
 
The following inventory indicates how we record 
different aspects of the weather and which station is used as a primary capture device. 
 
 
Temperature 
 
Electronic sensors (Instromet) positioned inside a Stevenson screen alongside sheathed pattern 
thermometers (dry, wet, maximum and minimum) which are used for calibration.  A second large pattern 
Stevenson screen contains a thermograph, hygrograph and a Piché evaporimeter. 
 
Solar Radiation 
 
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record solar radiation and UV radiation.  
Electronic sunshine recorder (Instromet) calibrated against a UK Met Office Mk II Campbell-Stokes 
sunshine recorder records the hours and minutes of bright sunshine.  
 
Rainfall 
Electronic rainfall sensor (Instromet) calibrated against a standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge . 
Tilting siphon rainfall recorders with daily and weekly clocks.  
 
Wind Direction & Wind Speed 
 
Anemometer and wind vane (Instromet) calibrated against an analogue wind vane, totalising cup-counter 
anemometer.   
Metcheck generator type anemometer and electrical wind vane. 
 
Atmospheric Pressure 
 
Electronic barometer (Davis VP2 Plus) calibrated against a Precision Aneroid Barometer.  
Open-scale micro-barograph.  
Fortin mercurial barometer (no longer in use) 
 
Surface Temperature 
 
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record the temperatures of a concrete slab and an artifical grass 
surface, also recording the instances of ground frost.  
 
Lightning 
 
Boltek LD-250 lightning detector and Astrogenic software records the locations and severity of 
thunderstorms.  
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APPENDIX 2:  
 
1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford 
 

  
Mean Max 

(C) 
Mean Min 

(C) 
Mean 

(C) 
Rain 
(mm) 

Sunshine 
(hrs) 

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49 

February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5 

March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2 

April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3 

May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7 

June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1 

July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7 

August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2 

September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3 

October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1 

November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4 

December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4 

Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9 
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