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Pitsford Weather Centre 

 
Pitsford Weather Centre is based at Pitsford School, 4 miles north of Northampton. The centre maintains 
the official Met Office climate station for Northampton, keeps a record of the county’s changing weather, 
publishes a monthly weather report as well as providing a weather forecast for the local area. Weather 
data is recorded by a combination of two automatic weather stations that are routinely calibrated against 
traditional instruments and a manual observation site that is used to record official observations. The site 
has kept a continuous record since 1998 and holds weather records for Northamptonshire as far back as 
1880.  

Official site name: Pitsford, Northampton 
DCNN station number: 4374 

Rainfall ID: 159590 
COL station number: 91012 
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Pitsford School 

Pitsford 
Northampton 

NN6 9AX 
 

Tel. 01604 880306 Extension 314 
Email. office@northantsweather.org 

Web. www.northantsweather.org 
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Mr M J Lewis, BSc(Hons), FRGS, FRMetS, CGeog 
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REVIEW OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
 
Headline: Initially cool and largely dry, but with a heatwave developing in the second week.  A 
return then to unsettled conditions, culminating in an intense autumn storm in the final week.  
 
The run up to August saw low pressure developing in the North Atlantic tracking northwards towards 
Iceland. A cold front associated with this low drove eastwards across the UK on the 1st, with pressure 
remaining slack in the days that followed, the Azores high making only very tentative extensions north-
eastwards.  The last day of July was hot, but the cold front introduced fresher air for the start of August. 
Nevertheless, there were several days on good sunshine in the first week and daytime temperatures 
typically rose to the low 20s.  A ridge from the Azores high did reach our shores on the 4th, but quickly 
pulled away again on the 5th as a succession of weak frontal systems crossed England and Wales. No 
rain was associated either with the front on the 1st or those which moved in on the 5th, although the latter 
did introduce a fair amount of cloud and it also turned quite breezy as pressure fell to the north-west. 
 
Weak frontal systems would hang around on the 6th giving another largely cloudy day with trace amounts 
of drizzle, but subsequently the weather began to be influenced by high pressure developing over 
southern Scandinavia and the Baltic countries. This encouraged the movement of very warm air across 
the continent northward to the UK and the temperatures gradually rose.  Another area of high pressure 
developed across northern Britain on the 9th, extending to become fairly stationary over Scandinavia and 
the North Sea.  Dry conditions prevailed across the county and a heatwave ensued for much of southern 
and eastern England. Temperatures at Pitsford reached 33.4C on the 7th and, whilst the next couple of 
days were a little cooler, the heat had returned by the 10th and over the next few days temperatures 
topped 30C.  
 
The heatwave came to an abrupt end on the 13th with some significant thunderstorms during the morning 
which brought some notable rainfall totals. High pressure over Scandinavia had disappeared by the 14th 



Pitsford Weather Centre  – Monthly Weather Report – August 2020 

 4 

and for the next few days a pressure gradient would lie across the UK with high pressure and generally 
fine weather across northern Britain and the south mostly influenced by low pressure. This would be a 
generally cloudy period across the county with some showers and still the occasional thunderstorm with 
the air remaining very humid. By the 18th, the area of low pressure had extended its influence across the 
whole of the UK. However, the low was relatively benign on the 17th and 18th with some good spells of 
sunshine for the county.  
 
The next main development would see another deepening low move up from the south-west late on the 
19th and into the 20th.  The 19th started dry at Pitsford, but outbreaks of rain arrived later in the day. The 
20th was a drier day, but the wind picked up through the afternoon as the low merged with a second 
system, again moving up from the south-west. This low cleared north-eastwards over the next few days, 
but it remained quite windy with gusts at Pitsford typically exceeding 30mph on most days apart from the 
23rd and most days saw some showers. 
 
Pressure fell rapidly to the south-west on the 25th giving rise to a named storm, Francis, that tracked 
across northern areas late on the 24th and through the 25th. The county would first see some significant 
rainfall totals associated with this system – 17.6mm was recorded at Pitsford in the 24 hour period ending 
at 0900GMT on the 25th – although the main impacts came with the strong winds which developed later 
that day as the storm pulled away. Several fallen trees and branches blocked roads across the county 
and their were power cuts to several villages.  
 
Francis was still close by over the North Sea early on the 26th maintaining strong northerly winds down 
the east coast, but a ridge of high pressure was building in to provide some eventual respite from the 
stormy conditions. However, the ridge was a very transient feature and on the 27th was giving way again 
to low pressure which would result in fairly unsettled conditions for the next couple of days. As the August 
Bank Holiday weekend approached and the month came to a close, high pressure would make for more 
settled weather with some spells of sunshine, but temperatures would remain depressed for the time of 
year. 
 
 
 
 

 
The track of Storm Francis across the British Isles between 0hrs on the 25th and 0hrs on the 26th 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL STATISTICS 

 
The following statistics constitute the station’s climatological record for August 2020. Statistics for air 
temperatures, grass minima and rainfall are calculated using data from the centre’s official Met Office 
monitoring site. All other statistics are derived from data logged by the automatic weather station.  
 

Summary for August 2020 
 
Statistics marked * are calculated from the station’s official Met Office record. Other records are calculated from automatic 
weather station data. 

 

Air Temperatures*:           
 

The Highest Maximum: 33.2 C on  12 at  15:48 

The Lowest Maximum: 14.9 C on  29 at  14:38 

The Highest Minimum: 19.3 C on  11 at  06:23 

The Lowest Minimum: 4.6 C on  31 at  04:23 

The Mean Maximum: 23.2 C         

The Mean Minimum: 13.3 C         

The Overall Mean: 18.3 C         

Difference from the Monthly Mean: +1.5 C         

              

Relative Humidity:             

Highest Relative Humidity: 100 % on 01 at  10:00 

Lowest Relative Humidity: 51 % on 07 at  14:49 

Mean Relative Humidity: 84.6 %         

              

Dew Point:             

The Highest Dew Point: 21.6 C on 10 at  16:10 

The Lowest Dew Point: 5.8 C on 31 at  23:20 

The Mean Dew Point: 13.6 C         

              

Rainfall*:             

Total: 75.8 mm         

Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 138.6 %         

Duration of Rainfall: 2.8 hrs         

Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 17.6 mm on 24     

Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 10           

Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 9           

              

Sunshine:             

Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 122.8 hrs         

Sunniest day: 14.5 hrs on 20     

No. of days without sunshine: 8           

Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 69.3 %         

              

The Highest Solar Radiation 1018 W/m2 on 30 at  13:20 

The Highest UV Index 5.4   on 05 at  13:10 
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Pressure (reduced to sea level):             

The Highest Pressure: 1023.2 mb on 08 at  01:08 

The Lowest Pressure: 994 mb on 25 at  20:30 

Mean Pressure: 1013.7 mb         

              

Winds             

Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 62.4 miles         

The Highest Average Wind Speed: 22.3 mph on 28 at 21:58 

Run of wind (cumulative): 1933.1 miles         

Highest Maximum Gust: 45.4 mph on 25 at 17:40 

Bearing of Maximum Gust:  198           

No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0           

The Average Daily Wind Speed: 2.6 mph         

              

Wind Directions             

N 10           

NE 2           

E 1           

SE 1           

S 8           

SW 2           

W 4           

NW 3           

Calm 0           

              

Grass*:             

Lowest Grass Minimum: -1.6 C on 31 
  

              

Concrete:             

Lowest Concrete Minimum: 8.9 C on 31 at 05:20 

              

Evaporatranspiration: 84.85 mm         

              

Days with:             

Thunder: 3           

Hail <5mm: 0           

Hail >/=5mm: 0           

Snow or snow & rain: 0           

Snow lying: 0           

Fog: 0           

Air Frost: 0           

Duration of Air Frost: 0 hrs         

Ground Frost: 2           

Gales: 0           
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MET OFFICE OFFICIAL CLIMATOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS  

 
 

Report Date / 

Time

Max. 

Temp. 

(last 

24hr)

Grass 

Temp.

Rainfall 

Accumul

ation

Min. 

Temp. 

(last 

24hr)

02/08/2020 09:00 24.4 3.9 0 9.4

03/08/2020 09:00 23 1.9 0 9.4

04/08/2020 09:00 20 -0.5 0 6.5

05/08/2020 09:00 21.7 * 0 16.1

06/08/2020 09:00 25.4 13.4 0 16.6

07/08/2020 09:00 26.4 8.2 0 14.1

08/08/2020 09:00 33.4 14.9 0 18.6

09/08/2020 09:00 27 14.3 0 14.5

10/08/2020 09:00 25.8 * 0 16.1

11/08/2020 09:00 30.6 14.1 0 17.9

12/08/2020 09:00 33.2 14.8 0 19.3

13/08/2020 09:00 34.2 14.3 0 16.5

14/08/2020 09:00 20 15.4 12.5 15.4

15/08/2020 09:00 24.6 14.4 0.1 14.5

16/08/2020 09:00 24.6 * * 15.8

17/08/2020 09:00 22.3 * * 15.6

18/08/2020 09:00 24.4 * * 14.2

19/08/2020 09:00 25.1 * * 14.4

20/08/2020 09:00 19.6 * * 12.6

21/08/2020 09:00 24.7 * * 14.1

22/08/2020 09:00 23 * * 13.6

23/08/2020 09:00 21.4 * * 14

24/08/2020 09:00 20.8 * * 10.5

25/08/2020 09:00 20.9 * * 14.8

26/08/2020 09:00 20.7 * * 14.7

27/08/2020 09:00 20.7 * * 11.3

28/08/2020 09:00 15.9 4.9 16.9 9.9

29/08/2020 09:00 17.2 8.5 6.8 10

30/08/2020 09:00 14.9 8 0.1 9.4

31/08/2020 09:00 15.5 1.5 0 7.6

01/09/2020 09:00 17.4 -1.6 0 4.6  
 
 

* Data not available owing to observer holiday. 
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DAILY WEATHER LOG  
   
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Weather Centre during August 2020.  Note 
that the temperature and rainfall statistics are derived from the automatic weather station log and 
are not official figures apart from the extreme values for temperature and rainfall where Met Office 
official data has been substituted. 
 

1st: A noticeably cooler than the 31st, but continuing dry, fairly warm and with some good spells of 
sunshine. Max. 24.2 °C Min. 10.2 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 23.3 mph Sunshine 6.8 hrs 

2nd: A warm day with protracted spells of sunshine, although turning cooler in the breeze and during 
cloudier spells later. Max. 22.8 °C Min. 10.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 24.2 mph Sunshine 10.1 hrs 

3rd: A dry day with plenty of sunshine although feeling cooler than of late. Negligible breeze. Max. 19.2 
°C Min. 8.4 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 19.7 mph Sunshine 9.0 hrs 

4th: Fair. Some spells of sunshine, but equally quite a lot of cloud at times bringing the odd passing light 
shower through the morning. Breezier. Max. 20.9 °C Min. 15.7 °C Rain tr mm Gust 20.8 mph 
Sunshine 4.5 hrs 

5th: A dry day, but remaining rather cloudy with quite a brisk breeze through the afternoon, gradually 
dying away towards evening. Max. 23.9 °C Min. 17.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 28.0 mph Sunshine 0.8 hrs 

6th: A mostly cloudy day with some occasional spells of drizzle. Temperatures on the rise. Winds falling 
light. Max. 25.1 °C Min. 15.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 12.3 mph Sunshine 0.3 hrs 

7th: A hot day with plenty of strong sunshine through the morning. Clouding over later with some 
occasional very light showers. A humid night. Max. 32.3 °C Min. 18.9 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 15.9 mph 
Sunshine 10.1 hrs 

8th: Not quite so hot during the morning, but a very warm day nonetheless with prolonged spells of 
sunshine. Max. 27.2 °C Min. 14.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 23.0 mph Sunshine 12.4 hrs 

9th: Breezy at first with a fair amount of cloud, but sunshine coming through by late morning and the wind 
easing. Another warm day. Max. 26.0 °C Min. 16.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 16.3 mph Sunshine 6.2 hrs 

10th: A hot day with prolonged spells of strong sunshine. Max. 30.6 °C Min. 18.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 15.4 mph Sunshine 9.1 hrs 

11th: Continuing very hot and humid with prolonged spells of strong sunshine. Max. 32.8 °C Min. 19.5 °C 
Rain 0.0 mm Gust 7.6 mph Sunshine 11.5 hrs 

12th: Another hot day with some strong sunshine through the morning. Turning cloudier into the 
afternoon with thunder heard during the evening from local storms, but no precipitation observed at 
Pitsford. Max. 33.8 °C Min. 16.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 13.9 mph Sunshine 8.4 hrs 

13th: A grey, misty and very humid start to the day and then a significant thunderstorm during the 
morning delivering some significant rainfall totals. Dry for the rest of the day, but cloudy and misty with 
high humidity. Max. 19.7 °C Min. 15.3 °C Rain 10.7 mm Gust 18.1 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

14th: A dry day, cooler than of late, and mostly cloudy although with some sunshine for a time through 
the afternoon. Max. 24.5 °C Min. 14.4 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 16.6 mph Sunshine 1.0 hrs 

15th: Cloudy, but dry through the morning. Showers late afternoon, then dry for a time before rain moves 
in overnight. Max. 19.3 °C Min. 15.7 °C Rain 8.6 mm Gust 17.2 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 
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16th: Grey and misty to start, but generally dry. Heavy and thundery showers through the 
afternoon. Max. 22.2 °C Min. 15.4 °C Rain 5.3 mm Gust 8.3 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

17th: Dry during the daytime with light winds and some spells of sunshine. Showers during the evening, 
but then dry overnight. Max. 22.9 °C Min. 14.8 °C Rain 0.8 mm Gust 11.0 mph Sunshine 4.4 hrs 

18th: A dry day. Largely cloudy, but some spells of sunshine. Max. 23.8 °C Min. 15.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 19.9 mph Sunshine 4.4 hrs 

19th: Dry to start, but cloudy and with rain arriving by late morning and continuing through the afternoon. 
Dry during the evening, but further showers early in the night. Max. 20.1 °C Min. 13.7 °C Rain 9.2 mm 
Gust 23.7 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

20th: A fine day, dry with lengthy spells of warm sunshine. Wind picking up overnight into the 
21st.  Max. 23.4 °C Min. 15.1 °C Rain 0.2 mm Gust 38.5 mph Sunshine 14.5 hrs 

21st: A blustery day with frequent showers, especially through the afternoon. However, spells of sunshine 
separate the showers. Max. 23.4 °C Min. 13.8 °C Rain 3.0 mm Gust 35.3 mph Sunshine 3.2 hrs 

22nd: A mostly fine day. Sunny spells and varying amounts of cloud. Max. 21.1 °C Min. n/a  Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 33.8 mph Sunshine n/a 

23rd: A bright start, but clouding over later in the day with showers. Max. 20.5 °C Min. 11.5 °C  
Rain 0.0 mm Gust 20.0 mph Sunshine n/a 

24th: A fine day with good spells of sunshine, but heavy rain arriving in the night associated with Storm 
Francis. Max. 21.2 °C Min. 15.0 °C   Rain 17.6 mm Gust 30.6 mph Sunshine n/a 

25th: Heavy rain clearing during the morning to leave the remainder of the day dry. However, strong 
winds developing and lasting throughout the day and well into the night. Max. 20.9 °C Min. 14.9 °C  
Rain 0.0 mm Gust 45.4 mph Sunshine 0.7 hrs 

26th: A dry day with the wind gradually easing and mostly cloudy with just a few spells of 
sunshine. Max. 20.6 °C Min. 12.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 28.0 mph Sunshine 2.6 hrs 

27th: A dry, but generally cloudy morning followed by outbreaks of rain through the afternoon. Becoming 
drier through the evening with the rain returning overnight into the 28th. Max. 15.3 °C Min. 10.4 °C 
Rain 13.4 mm Gust 9.6 mph Sunshine 0.3 hrs 

28th: An unsettled day with outbreaks of rain, heavy at times. Max. 16.5 °C Min. 10.2 °C Rain 6.3 mm 
Gust 41.6 mph Sunshine 0.3 hrs 

29th: A cool day, quite breezy and mostly cloudy. Some outbreaks of very light rain during the afternoon 
but otherwise dry. Max. 14.7 °C Min. 9.6 °C Rain tr mm Gust 30.2 mph Sunshine 1.3 hrs 

30th: Continuing rather cool and cloudy with the breeze falling light later in the day. Some brief glimpses 
of sunshine towards evening. Max. 15.6 °C Min. 8.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 21.3 mph Sunshine 1.3 hrs 

31st: Another mostly cloudy day, but with limited spells of sunshine through the morning. Feeling warm in 
the sunshine, but cool later in the day with thickening cloud. Max. 17.3 °C Min. 6.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 2.5 mph Sunshine 2.6 hrs 
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DAILY HIGHS AND LOWS – AUGUST 2020    

 
The following table presents the maximum and minimum values for all weather elements recorded by the 
automatic weather station. The maximum and minimum values for temperature and rainfall August deviate 
from the official Met Office climatological observations presented earlier. However, regular calibration of the 
sensors is carried out against standard pattern instruments to ensure that they remain as accurate as 
possible.  The reset time for daily readings is standard at 0900 GMT. Permission to use the data for 
commercial purposes must be sought in writing from the centre manager, Pitsford Weather Centre, Pitsford 
School, Moulton Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  

 

Date

High wind 

gust (mph)

Bearing of 

high gust 

(°)

Time of 

high gust

Minimum 

temp (C) 

Time of 

Minimum 

temp

Maximum 

temp (C)

Time of 

max temp

01/08/2020 23.3 251 17:02 10.2 05:18 24.2 14:54

02/08/2020 24.2 254 12:03 10.6 05:36 22.8 16:35

03/08/2020 19.7 296 14:50 8.4 05:02 19.2 13:04

04/08/2020 20.8 159 22:46 15.7 11:33 20.9 17:00

05/08/2020 28 217 17:02 17 04:37 23.9 15:06

06/08/2020 12.3 220 18:04 15.7 06:14 25.1 17:03

07/08/2020 15.9 328 07:36 18.9 05:57 32.3 14:48

08/08/2020 23 28 17:47 14.5 06:02 27.2 13:57

09/08/2020 16.3 319 10:04 16 06:35 26 17:47

10/08/2020 15.4 22 11:49 18 06:32 30.6 16:45

11/08/2020 7.6 360 06:25 19.5 06:23 32.8 17:45

12/08/2020 13.9 47 17:18 16.8 06:28 33.8 15:48

13/08/2020 18.1 356 07:16 15.3 05:43 19.7 14:08

14/08/2020 16.6 36 07:42 14.4 04:53 24.5 17:00

15/08/2020 17.2 360 20:20 15.7 02:16 19.3 12:21

16/08/2020 8.3 358 19:16 15.4 07:57 22.2 14:37

17/08/2020 12.1 199 09:56 14.8 01:53 22.9 17:00

18/08/2020 19.9 194 11:41 15 04:43 23.8 16:57

19/08/2020 23.7 107 01:27 13.7 06:37 20.1 02:09

20/08/2020 38.5 209 06:48 15.1 22:52 23.4 14:07

21/08/2020 35.3 188 15:05 13.8 06:08 23.4 13:33

22/08/2020 33.8 255 17:20 14.3 06:10 20.6 15:00

23/08/2020 20 270 17:10 11.5 05:50 20.5 14:00

24/08/2020 30.6 160 09:40 14.7 09:00 21 16:20

25/08/2020 45.4 198 17:40 14.9 06:40 20.6 15:10

26/08/2020 28 276 10:40 12.4 03:10 20.4 17:30

27/08/2020 9.6 26 19:00 10.4 02:37 15.3 10:06

28/08/2020 41.6 339 21:54 10.2 21:10 16.5 13:25

29/08/2020 30.2 332 10:45 9.6 05:47 14.7 14:38

30/08/2020 21.3 291 13:18 8.8 06:29 15.6 14:34

31/08/2020 2.5 165 13:09 6.6 04:23 17.3 15:09  
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd: 
 

Date

Minimum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

min 

pressure

Maximum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

max 

pressure

Maximum 

rainfall  

rate 

(mm/hr)

Time of 

max 

rainfall  

rate

Total 

rainfall  

(mm)

01/08/2020 1016.6 16:47 1018.6 08:42 0 10:00 0

02/08/2020 1016.7 18:36 1018.6 10:01 0 10:00 0

03/08/2020 1017.9 11:11 1019.8 23:55 0 10:00 0

04/08/2020 1013.1 05:14 1018.2 11:28 0 10:00 0

05/08/2020 1013.4 13:42 1018.8 09:38 0 10:00 0

06/08/2020 1018.5 10:00 1020.4 08:46 0 10:00 0

07/08/2020 1018.4 17:30 1022.7 09:54 0 10:00 0

08/08/2020 1021.7 09:51 1023.2 01:08 0 10:00 0

09/08/2020 1017.9 05:21 1021.9 10:00 0 10:00 0

10/08/2020 1014.1 17:54 1018.4 10:08 0 10:00 0

11/08/2020 1014.3 18:26 1016.6 10:09 0 10:00 0

12/08/2020 1013.3 17:24 1015.3 10:03 0 10:00 0

13/08/2020 1014.1 18:00 1016 10:49 25.2 11:26 10.7

14/08/2020 1014.5 16:00 1016.8 08:57 0 10:00 0

15/08/2020 1012.4 07:22 1016.8 10:22 25.1 04:37 8.7

16/08/2020 1009.1 05:16 1013 11:12 15.6 17:04 5.3

17/08/2020 1008.3 16:44 1009.9 09:28 3.6 20:34 0.8

18/08/2020 1006.6 09:55 1010.2 22:13 0 10:00 0

19/08/2020 1000.6 01:21 1006.8 10:05 6 12:48 9.2

20/08/2020 1000.1 06:22 1006 11:09 2.4 09:33 0.2

21/08/2020 1002.2 10:00 1011.1 09:20 8.4 19:21 3

22/08/2020 1011.1 10:00 1016.2 09:40 0 00:00 0

23/08/2020 1015.3 05:40 1017.1 21:10 0 00:00 0

24/08/2020 1000.7 09:50 1016.4 10:10 10.8 08:00 17.6

25/08/2020 994 20:30 1011.6 09:50 0 00:00 0

26/08/2020 1011.6 10:00 1017.5 22:50 0 00:00 0

27/08/2020 1002.7 06:07 1014.2 10:02 22.8 08:35 14

28/08/2020 1002.7 10:08 1010.3 09:43 6 20:00 6.3

29/08/2020 1010.3 10:00 1017.5 09:45 0 10:00 0

30/08/2020 1017.5 10:00 1021.3 08:47 0 10:00 0

31/08/2020 1019.9 04:29 1021.4 10:23 0 10:00 0  

 
 
 
 
Where no rainfall is recorded, the station returns a default time of 09:00 (GMT) or 10:00 (BST). 
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd: 
 

Date

Avg temp 

for the day 

(C)

Total wind 

run 

(miles)

Highest 

avg wind 

speed 

(mph)

Time of 

high avg 

wind 

speed

Lowest 

humidity 

(%)

Time of 

low 

humidity

Highest 

humidity 

(%)

01/08/2020 17 24.4 6.4 19:03 65 14:50 100

02/08/2020 16.8 27.8 5.9 12:05 55 17:02 94

03/08/2020 14.5 30.8 8.2 14:59 58 12:54 95

04/08/2020 17.8 60.5 5.8 09:48 57 13:26 97

05/08/2020 19.4 52.1 8 17:56 63 13:33 100

06/08/2020 20.6 8.3 2.5 14:28 100 10:00 100

07/08/2020 24.5 25.8 7.5 07:45 51 14:49 100

08/08/2020 19.7 84.1 7.6 18:03 71 14:08 100

09/08/2020 19.7 36.1 3.9 08:14 76 15:07 100

10/08/2020 23.4 19.6 3.9 11:34 69 14:32 100

11/08/2020 25.4 4.2 1.5 14:29 59 17:01 100

12/08/2020 24 22.7 5.5 02:00 58 13:49 100

13/08/2020 17.5 57.2 7.9 07:24 90 10:40 100

14/08/2020 17.9 49.1 5.2 13:16 77 16:55 100

15/08/2020 17 39.8 4.7 20:30 85 12:27 100

16/08/2020 17.7 4.8 2.9 19:25 87 15:20 100

17/08/2020 17.7 5.7 2 08:51 66 16:25 100

18/08/2020 18.9 15.9 3.2 14:49 72 14:33 100

19/08/2020 17.8 53.4 6.1 02:18 78 09:52 100

20/08/2020 18.9 101.5 15.1 06:53 53 15:35 100

21/08/2020 17 138.6 18.7 15:12 68 13:34 100

22/08/2020 16.8 117.5 8.4 17:20 67 17:20 86

23/08/2020 15.3 76 8 16:50 65 13:20 88

24/08/2020 17.1 46.3 13.5 09:30 67 11:40 100

25/08/2020 16.7 262 15.7 15:50 73 23:10 100

26/08/2020 15.9 35.9 12.1 10:40 100 10:00 100

27/08/2020 12.7 3.4 2.1 19:06 83 12:52 100

28/08/2020 11.9 257.3 22.3 21:58 79 09:43 100

29/08/2020 11.5 237.3 17.9 10:50 72 14:02 100

30/08/2020 12.1 35 10 10:04 66 13:28 100

31/08/2020 12.1 0 0 13:09 58 12:10 100  
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd:   
 

Date

Time of 

high 

humidity

Total 

sunshine 

(hrs)

High heat 

index (C)

Time of 

high heat 

index

High app 

temp (C)

Time of 

high app 

temp

Low app 

temp (C)

01/08/2020 10:00 6.8 24.2 14:54 27 15:49 10.1

02/08/2020 07:19 10.1 22.8 16:35 23.7 16:04 10.3

03/08/2020 05:23 9 19.2 13:04 19.5 13:04 7.7

04/08/2020 06:43 4.5 20.9 17:00 21.6 18:04 15.5

05/08/2020 19:04 0.8 23.9 15:06 25.4 14:49 19.4

06/08/2020 10:00 0.3 25.1 17:03 31.3 18:12 17.6

07/08/2020 10:00 10.1 36.5 14:45 36.9 15:04 20.1

08/08/2020 23:30 12.4 29.5 13:57 30.8 13:58 14.6

09/08/2020 22:09 6.2 26 17:47 30.6 17:47 16.9

10/08/2020 02:10 9.1 37.1 16:45 36.6 16:45 20.5

11/08/2020 02:46 11.5 39.8 16:25 39 17:45 22.5

12/08/2020 01:36 8.4 42 15:49 40.1 14:18 18.3

13/08/2020 10:01 0 19.7 14:08 23.3 19:08 14.8

14/08/2020 10:00 1 24.5 17:00 28 16:53 14.8

15/08/2020 14:35 0 19.3 12:21 21.5 09:55 16.6

16/08/2020 10:00 0 22.2 14:37 26.4 14:37 17.2

17/08/2020 10:00 4.4 22.9 17:00 25.4 17:01 16.2

18/08/2020 00:24 4.4 23.8 16:57 26.8 16:58 16.6

19/08/2020 10:00 0 20.1 02:09 22.9 01:45 14.7

20/08/2020 07:06 14.5 23.4 14:07 24.7 14:07 13.6

21/08/2020 19:17 3.2 23.4 13:33 23.5 13:33 14.1

22/08/2020 10:00 0 20.6 15:00 21 16:30 13.2

23/08/2020 06:10 0 20.5 14:00 20.5 13:40 11.4

24/08/2020 14:30 0 21 16:20 25.2 16:20 12.2

25/08/2020 10:00 0 20.6 15:10 21.3 15:10 11.5

26/08/2020 10:00 0.3 20.4 17:30 23.7 17:30 13.1

27/08/2020 10:00 0.3 15.3 10:06 17 10:49 10.6

28/08/2020 10:00 0.3 16.5 13:25 17.1 13:16 3.5

29/08/2020 17:53 1.3 14.7 14:38 12.1 14:35 5.9

30/08/2020 04:41 1.3 15.6 14:34 15.2 14:34 8.4

31/08/2020 03:09 2.6 17.3 15:09 17.3 15:09 5.6  
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd: 
 

Date

Time of 

low app 

temp

High 

hourly 

rain (mm)

Time of 

high 

hourly 

rain

Low wind 

chill  (C)

Time of 

low wind 

chill

Dominant 

wind dir 

(°)

01/08/2020 05:18 0 10:00 10.2 05:18 276

02/08/2020 05:36 0 10:00 10.6 05:36 287

03/08/2020 05:02 0 10:00 8.4 05:02 322

04/08/2020 11:33 0 10:00 15.7 11:33 189

05/08/2020 04:37 0 10:00 17 04:37 184

06/08/2020 06:14 0 10:00 15.7 06:14 174

07/08/2020 07:10 0 10:00 18.9 05:57 343

08/08/2020 05:20 0 10:00 14.5 06:02 7

09/08/2020 06:45 0 10:00 16 06:35 357

10/08/2020 06:49 0 10:00 18 06:32 26

11/08/2020 06:33 0 10:00 19.5 06:23 49

12/08/2020 06:45 0 10:00 16.8 06:28 19

13/08/2020 07:23 7.5 11:55 14.8 07:23 349

14/08/2020 05:19 0 10:00 14.4 04:53 354

15/08/2020 02:55 4.1 04:44 15.7 02:16 8

16/08/2020 07:57 5 17:42 15.4 07:57 359

17/08/2020 06:34 0.6 20:46 14.8 01:53 185

18/08/2020 04:43 0 10:00 15 04:43 177

19/08/2020 06:37 2.4 12:48 13.7 06:37 150

20/08/2020 07:02 0.2 09:32 14.9 07:04 161

21/08/2020 06:14 1.6 19:31 13.8 06:08 183

22/08/2020 07:30 0 00:00 14.3 06:10 218

23/08/2020 01:30 0 00:00 11.5 05:50 257

24/08/2020 09:30 0 00:00 13.4 09:30 161

25/08/2020 04:40 0 00:00 13.8 10:00 219

26/08/2020 03:10 0 00:00 12.4 03:10 286

27/08/2020 02:37 4.8 09:24 10.4 02:37 15

28/08/2020 21:34 3.2 20:04 6.6 21:34 331

29/08/2020 10:33 0 10:00 7.9 05:32 330

30/08/2020 06:30 0 10:00 8.8 06:29 341

31/08/2020 06:51 0 10:00 6.6 04:23 109  
 
 



Pitsford Weather Centre  – Monthly Weather Report – August 2020 

 15 

UK WEATHER REVIEW 
 
August 2020  
 
On the 4th, there were road and rail closures across the Central Belt and evacuations at Granock Valley 
and Tillicoultry. A landslip closed the rail line near Helensburgh and another landslip blocked the A83 at 
the Rest and be Thankful.  

Thunderstorms caused some impacts between the 7th and 17th. On the 10th, there was flooding in 
Aberystwyth, Gower and Llandeilo in Wales, the A5 was flooded and there were some localised power 
shortages in Creedigion and Gower.  

On the 11th, in Scotland lightning damaged the signalling system in the Pitlochry area leading to rail 
disruption and the A68 closed due to a landslip. On the 12th in Scotland, thunderstorms led to 
evacuations at a holiday home park, flooding on roads and rail and school closures with rail disruption on 
some Edinburgh and Aberdeen routes. The very heavy rain from the thunderstorms seems likely to have 
been a factor in the landslip that caused a train derailment near Stonehaven, which tragically led to three 
fatalities and a number of casualties. Between the 12th and 17th, in Wales, a landslip blocked the 
Shrewsbury to Llandrindod Wells line, and there was flooding around Wrexham in mid Wales. There was 
also flooding in Cumbria, Blackpool and the Midlands. Flooding affected the east and south-east of 
England too, especially St Albans, Suffolk and the M25.  

Between the 19th and 21st, there were impacts from Storm Ellen. In Northern Ireland there was flooding, 
fallen trees, the Foyle Bridge was closed to high sided vehicles and several hundred were without power. 
In Wales, flooding affected the A48, fallen trees blocked the line between Tywyn and Barmouth, there 
were restrictions on the A55 and around 200 properties in south Wales lost power. In eastern England 
fallen trees caused delays to road and rail, and fallen trees on wet roads may have contributed to a 
number of deaths.  

On the 25th there were many impacts associated with Storm Francis, with flooding, fallen trees and 
power outages. Flooding especially affected Glasgow, the west of Scotland, the M8, Newcastle and 
Pembrokeshire. There were speed restrictions on the rail network in Wales, fallen trees in Cardiff and 
over 12000 without power in mid and north Wales with evacuations in north Wales. A woman was hurt by 
a fallen tree in the east of England.  

On the 27th, rain and localised thunderstorms brought flooding and fallen trees in Northern Ireland, while 
in Broxburn people had to be rescued from their homes due to flooding. In London, the rail line between 
West Hamstead Thameslink and St Albans was flooded. Road and rail closures affected South Western 
routes, especially in Devon and Cornwall, with property flooding in Plymouth. 

 

Source: The Met Office 
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UK WEATHER DIARY   
 
England  

1st to 5th 

A slack westerly flow brought sunshine and scattered showers on the 1st and 2nd, the showers heaviest 
and most frequent in the north, and on the 2nd showers turned thundery over parts of Teesside and the 
North York Moors. Most places had fewer showers on the 3rd, but some sharp ones developed over East 
Anglia, locally thundery in Suffolk. The 4th was sunny in the south-east with 13.9 hours of sunshine at 
Eastbourne (East Sussex) but cloudy and windy elsewhere, with rain from the Midlands northwards 
clearing north-eastwards but more rain moving across Cumbria and Northumberland in the evening. The 
5th continued bright in the south-east with rain in the north-west, and belts of rain crossed most areas 
from late morning, heaviest in the west, with the far south-east staying largely dry.  

6th to 13th  

A southerly and then easterly flow brought in hot continental air. Most areas started off cloudy on the 6th 
with a little rain and drizzle in the south, but it turned sunny and dry in the south and southeast. It became 
hot in many areas on the 7th with a high of 36.4 °C at Heathrow and Kew Gardens (London); most places 
remained fine, but scattered showers and thunderstorms over the south-west spread north and east. The 
night of the 7th/8th was unusually warm with Langdon Bay (Kent) not falling below 22.3 °C. Between the 
8th and 11th, it was widely hot and sunny but low cloud proved slow to clear at times in Midland and 
northern counties, especially on the 9th. Thunderstorms in Devon and east Cornwall on the 10th spread 
northwards into north-west England. Thunderstorms broke out widely on the 12th with 103.8 mm of rain 
at Hollies (Staffordshire). There were more thunderstorms in the south on the 13th, while it was dry and 
sunny in the north-west and cloudy in the north-east.  

14th to 18th  

Most areas were cloudy on the 14th and 15th, with some rain or showers and thunderstorms in the south 
on the 14th, spreading to most parts on the 15th, but the north-west had further dry sunny weather. Most 
of the country had a cloudy day on the 16th with showers and longer spells of rain at times, and some 
thunder in East Anglia and the south-east. On the 17th, rain in the north cleared by early afternoon, with 
showers, scattered thunderstorms and some bright intervals in the Midlands and south. There was further 
rain in the north on the 18th, and fog early on in the northeast, with sunshine and showers, with thunder 
in places, in the Midlands and south.  

19th to 25th  

It remained unsettled and became windy at times. Rain, heaviest in the south, spread north and east on 
the 19th, followed by a brighter day on the 20th with scattered showers and increasingly strong winds in 
the west. Bands of rain, heaviest in the west, swept north-eastwards across the country overnight 
20th/21st, followed by sunshine and scattered showers on the 21st with gales in some exposed parts. It 
remained showery on the 22nd, the showers turning thundery in central and eastern counties, with some 
persistent rain moving into the north-west late in the day. The 23rd was a cloudy and showery day for 
most. Many areas continued cloudy on the 24th, but with some sunshine in central and north-western 
parts, and thunderstorms broke out in the south-east. A belt of rain associated with Storm Francis spread 
north-eastwards overnight 24th/25th, and persisted in the north for most of the day, while southern areas 
were brighter with scattered showers, and it was very windy with gales in some places.  

26th to 31st  

It remained unsettled and turned cooler. The 26th was a dull day in the north with some light rain, brighter 
with some isolated showers in the south, and again windy (though not generally as windy as the 25th) 
with gales locally along exposed coasts. Persistent rain spread from the south-west on the 27th, with 
thunder in parts of the south and east, followed by brighter weather with scattered showers, and exposed 
parts of the south were windy. The 28th saw persistent rain in the north-east which headed south through 
the east Midlands and western parts of East Anglia, with sunshine and showers and scattered 
thunderstorms elsewhere, and gales locally along exposed eastern coasts. The 29th was cool and 
cloudy; the east saw scattered showers and longer spells of rain, with a high of only 11.5 °C at Loftus 
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(North Yorkshire), but the west was drier and brighter. A ridge of high pressure brought mostly dry and 
increasingly bright weather on the 30th and 31st, though with variable amounts of cloud. Ravensworth 
(North Yorkshire) fell to 0.6 °C early on the 31st.  

Wales  

1st to 5th  

A westerly flow brought scattered showers and variable amounts of cloud on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd, and 
the showers were thundery over Snowdonia for a time on the 2nd. A cloudy wet southwesterly type set in 
on the 4th and 5th, bringing patchy light rain on the 4th, and a band of heavier, more organised rain 
spread from the west on the 5th, with strong winds in exposed parts.  

6th to 13th  

The weather turned hot with showers and thunderstorms at times but some early fog patches in places. 
The 6th started mainly bright but turned cloudier with a little light rain and drizzle. The 7th, 8th and 9th 
were warm, dry and sunny for most after dull misty starts in many parts, with 13.6 hours of bright 
sunshine at Valley (Gwynedd) on the 8th. The 10th was cloudier, with showers, turning thundery by mid-
morning, spreading north across western coastal counties, and another cluster of storms developed 
across the north by late afternoon with more showers developing across central parts. Most places were 
sunny and warm or very warm on the 11th, with thundery showers developing in the south late afternoon 
and moving northwards into central parts during the evening. The 12th was hot in places with a high of 
33.5 °C at Usk (Monmouthshire), but thunderstorms developed off the west coast in the early afternoon 
and spread inland, becoming widespread and persisting well into the evening. The night of the 12th/13th 
was notably warm with Porthmadog (Gwynedd) falling no lower than 20.0 °C. Showers became confined 
to the south during the morning of the 13th, but another area of showers and longer spells of rain spread 
from east to west during the afternoon, turning thundery, particularly to the west of Snowdonia.  

14th to 18th  

The 14th and 15th had some sunshine in the north, but the south had more cloud with the odd isolated 
thunderstorm. Showers developed widely on the 16th following a misty start with patchy fog, turning 
thundery in the south by late afternoon. The 17th started off foggy in some places in the north, and 
showers became widespread by late morning, with scattered thunderstorms developing in the afternoon, 
mostly in the south. The 18th was generally cloudy and showery, the showers heaviest and most frequent 
in the south, turning brighter and drier from late afternoon.  

19th to 25th  

It was very windy on the 19th, and two areas of rain spread from the south during the day, with a record-
breaking (for August) gust to 79 mph at Capel Curig (Gwynedd). It remained very windy with bright or 
sunny intervals and scattered showers on the 20th and 21st, with gales in exposed parts on the 21st. The 
22nd and 23rd continued showery and rather less windy, with sunny spells developing especially in parts 
of the west from early afternoon on the 23rd. The 24th was mostly dry and bright in the north, but with 
scattered showers and then some patchy rain especially affecting south-western counties. Storm Francis 
brought a very wet night on the 24th/25th, and it remained very wet in the north on the 25th with 94.2 mm 
of rain at Capel Curig, though with brighter and drier spells in the south-west.  

26th to 31st  

It turned cooler, initially unsettled but turning more settled from the west. There was sunshine and 
scattered showers with strong winds at times on the 26th. Another depression brought a wet day on the 
27th with a high of only 12.1 °C at Lake Vyrnwy (Powys), with brighter weather and scattered showers 
developing in central and southern parts. The 28th started mainly cloudy, though with sunshine at first in 
the south, and showers developed with some thunderstorms in the south, mostly clearing off southwards 
before dusk. Showers were isolated on the 29th, which was a mainly bright though rather breezy day. 
The night of the 29th/30th was cool in places with a minimum of 1.4 °C at Sennybridge (Powys), followed 
by a mainly dry bright day but with showers in the far north-west and south-west. The 31st was dry with 
variable amounts of cloud.  
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Scotland  

1st to 5th  

The first three days were generally showery, cloudy on the 1st and 3rd, brighter on the 2nd, and the 
showers turned thundery across the north-east on the afternoon of the 2nd. A moist southwesterly flow 
brought a cloudy wet breezy day on the 4th with 99.0 mm of rain at Inveruglas (Dunbartonshire), and 
further belts of rain affected mainly central and southern parts on the 5th.  

6th to 12th  

The weather turned brighter and warmer but with some thunderstorms at times. The 6th was a mainly 
sunny day in the north and east, but cloud increased from the south-west through the day. Showers and 
longer spells of rain spread from south-west to north-east during the day on the 7th. The 8th and 9th were 
generally dry and sunny, with 14.4 hours of sunshine at Edinburgh Gogarbank on the 8th and at Fair Isle 
on the 9th, but the 9th was somewhat cooler along the east coast. The 10th was mostly cloudy except in 
the west, and thunderstorms reached the south-west by mid-afternoon, affecting the Central Belt by 
evening and persisting into the early hours of the 11th. The 11th was mainly warm and sunny for most 
but with more thundery showers spreading from the south, producing severe thunderstorms for Tayside, 
Grampian and Aberdeenshire overnight and through the morning of the 12th. Dundrennan 
(Kirkcudbrightshire) fell no lower than 17.8 °C overnight 11th/12th. Thunderstorms developed over the 
south-west in the afternoon on the 12th, and Threave (Kirkcudbrightshire) reached 28.8 °C during the 
day.  

13th to 18th  

With a slack easterly flow, the 13th and 14th were warm and sunny in the west, but cooler with low cloud 
in the east. Low cloud was more widespread on the 15th and 16th, but it was warm and sunny in the 
north-west, and isolated showers affected the Borders late in the afternoon on the 16th. A belt of rain 
spread north and west through the country on the 17th, with mist and fog plaguing the coasts. Fog in 
eastern coastal counties mostly cleared by mid-morning on the 18th, but persisted into the afternoon in 
the far north, with showers or longer spells of rain in the south, and showers developed across the north-
west in the afternoon, turning thundery over the northwest Highlands and the Moray Firth.  

 

19th to 25th  

A spell of wet and windy weather set in. The 19th had a foggy start in the north and east, with showers 
briefly developing across the Central Belt, and patchy rain spread from the south from mid-afternoon, 
affecting most parts overnight and clearing northwards from mid-morning on the 20th. Scattered showers 
followed behind on the 20th, then showers and longer spells of rain spread northwards through western 
areas, and it turned very windy with a gust to 62 mph at South Uist (Western Isles). A band of persistent 
heavy rain swept north-eastwards on the 21st followed by sunshine and scattered showers, and gales in 
exposed places in the south-west. It was mainly bright with scattered showers on the 22nd for most, but 
mainly cloudy and dry in the Northern Isles. Most places were cloudy on the 23rd, with rain in the west, 
south and Central Belt turning more showery, and just isolated showers in the north. Loch Glascarnoch 
(Ross & Cromarty) fell to -0.4 °C early on the 24th; some central and eastern parts had occasional rain 
and drizzle during the 24th but it remained mostly dry and bright elsewhere. Storm Francis brought a very 
wet day for most on the 25th, with strong winds in places and gales in very exposed parts, but the 
Northern Isles remained largely dry.  

26th to 31st  

It turned cooler, remaining unsettled for a time, but became more settled near the end of the month. More 
rain spread eastwards on the 26th, followed by scattered showers, but parts of the north and Northern 
Isles remained dry and bright. The 27th was a wet day for most, and heavy afternoon downpours, 
thundery at times, tracked north-westwards, but the far north and Northern Isles again remained largely 
dry. Rain moved off southward on the 28th, though scattered showers followed behind in the north and 
north-east and persisted on the 29th, when a few penetrated further south into central counties, with 
strong winds in exposed locations; many places were dry and bright, but Balmoral (Aberdeenshire) 
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reached only 10.4 °C. The 30th was mostly dry and bright after a cool start, while the 31st was dry if 
rather cloudy.  

Northern Ireland  

1st to 5th  

A westerly flow brought showers and longer spells of rain on the 1st, and sunshine and scattered, locally 
heavy, showers on the 2nd. The 3rd was a mostly cloudy day with a few showers dying out during the 
afternoon. An area of rain spread eastwards through the country on the night of the 3rd/4th, and the 4th 
was cloudy with rain across northern and western areas. Rain, very heavy at times, spread to most parts 
on the 5th, clearing later followed by drier weather with sunny intervals.  

6th to 15th  

It started off mainly dry and sunny on the 6th apart from some isolated fog patches, but cloud spread 
from the south-west, with isolated showers moving into the west and south-west late afternoon. The night 
of the 6th/7th was warm with a minimum of 16.6 °C at Magilligan (County Londonderry), and on the 7th 
bands of showers spread eastwards through the day, turning locally heavy at times. Most places were 
warm and sunny on the 8th after a foggy start in the west, with 13.4 hours of bright sunshine at 
Magilligan. The 9th was dry and warm, if fairly cloudy; the 10th started dry and bright but rather cloudy, 
but showers and longer spells of rain spread from the south from late afternoon. It was fine and warm on 
the 11th, though cloudier in the south-east. The 12th had persistent fog and mist near the north coast, but 
was otherwise dry and bright. There were isolated thunderstorms early on the 13th, and some fog 
patches, clearing away leaving a dry day with variable amounts of cloud, and a high of 25.4 °C at 
Thomastown (County Fermanagh). The 14th and 15th started off with widespread mist and fog but some 
sunshine came through in most places.  

16th to 25th  

The weather turned unsettled from the 16th, and windy from the 19th. The 16th was generally cloudy with 
scattered showers, and rain in the east on the morning of the 17th spread westwards to all parts by mid-
afternoon after a dry, cloudy start. Showers and longer spells of rain crossed the country on the 18th. A 
deep depression brought rain, mainly light and patchy, northwards during the afternoon of the 19th, and a 
cloudy and very windy day followed on the 20th as bands of showers and longer spells of rain crossed 
the country from late morning, with gusts to 63 mph at Glenanne (County Armagh). Heavy persistent rain 
moved away northwards on the 21st followed by sunny intervals, scattered showers and strong winds. A 
belt of rain spread eastwards through the country on the 22nd, followed by scattered showers, and there 
was another spell of rain early on the 23rd followed by scattered showers, these locally heavy and 
thundery. The 24th started off dry and sunny, with some isolated fog patches, but cloud and rain 
associated with Storm Francis headed in from the south-west during the afternoon, with 76 mm falling at 
Trassey (County Down). The 25th was wet and windy with just a brief respite early afternoon when the 
rain turned light and patchy in places.  

26th to 31st  

It turned cooler but eventually became more settled. The 26th was a day of sunshine and scattered 
showers, then another depression brought a cloudy wet day on the 27th. Rain moved off southwards on 
the 28th followed by windy weather with sunshine and just isolated showers. It was bright with scattered 
light showers on the 29th, with a chilly northerly airflow and a high of just 13.4 °C at Altnahinch (County 
Antrim). The night of the 29th/30th was chilly with a minimum of - 0.1 °C at Katesbridge (County Down), 
followed by sunshine in the east and cloudy weather further west with isolated showers, turning cloudy 
elsewhere also. The 31st was dry with variable amounts of cloud. 

 

Source: The Met Office 
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NOTABLE WEATHER ACROSS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
 

13 August 
 
3 days of temperatures soaring above 30C culminate in spectacular thunderstorms during the evening of 
the 12th, but more especially during the morning of the 13th when 10.7mm of rain is recorded at Pitsford 
and over 3,000 lightening strikes recorded in a large thunderstorm that tracked slowly through the county 
from the south-east. 
 

 
Trends in temperature at Pitsford, Northampton showing daytime maxima peaking above 30C on the 
10th, 11th and 12th August. The impact of the storm on the 13th clearly dampened the rise in 
temperature which was forecast to reach 27C. 
 
24 and 25 August 
 
A deepening low, Storm Francis, tracks across northern areas introducing heavy rain and strong winds 
across much of the county. A total of 17.6mm of rain is recorded at Pitsford in the 24 hour period ending 
at 0900 GMT on the 25th with gusts reaching 45.4mph. High winds cause trees and branches to fall onto 
roads across the county. A large bough blocks the northbound carriageway on the A508 near the junction 
for Courteenhall and another tree falls onto the roundabout between A4256 Eastern Way, Braunston 
Road and Ashby Road. In Byfield, between Banbury and Daventry, a large tree falls onto a smaller tree 
but and blocked the A361 and another tree blocks the Welford Road in Chapel Brampton. The storm is 
also responsible for power losses to many homes and businesses. 
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Weather data captured by the automatic weather station at Pitsford showing the intense rainfall overnight 
into the 25th followed by the strong winds which develop later in the day. 
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OUTLOOK FOR SEPTEMBER 2020  

A mainly settled start is expected in the south of the UK as we enter the second week of September with 
fine and dry weather. Although, with clearer skies and lighter winds, mist or fog may form on some nights. 
More unsettled spells of weather are expected in the north of the UK with rain and strong winds for many, 
with a risk of this pushing further south at times. Temperatures should be around average for the time of 
year, however it may be a little cooler than such for some. Although confidence is low for the latter part of 
this period, it is more likely that we will see a spell of more settled weather for a time, especially across 
southern counties. 

Although confidence is low for the period up to the end of September, more settled weather is expected 
with lighter winds and drier conditions, especially for the south. Any unsettled weather with rain and 
stronger winds will most likely affect northern counties, however this may push further south at times. It is 
expected that it will feel a touch cooler than usual for the time of year. 

Source: The Met Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer sunshine providing a perfect backdrop to a typical country cottage in Harlestone. 
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SPECIAL REPORT: Is climate change driving our extreme 
weather? 
 
According to the Met Office, last year saw a string of temperature records broken as climate 
change continues to heat Britain up. The hottest temperature ever recorded came in July last year, when 
Cambridge University Botanic Gardens reached 38.7C. A new publication by the Met Office, its 
annual State of the UK Climate report, published on what was due to be the hottest day of the year, has 
laid out a series of other records broken in 2019, all of which confirm the UK is getting hotter and hotter. 
 

 

Last year also saw the hottest ever winter temperature of 21.2C, measured at Kew Gardens in London on 
26 February. The mildest February day on record was logged last year, when the lowest temperature was 
only 13.9C, at Achnagart in the Scottish Highlands on 23 February. The hottest ever December day was 
28 December 2019, when the mercury soared to 18.7C at Achfary, also in the Highlands. 

Although 2019 was only the 12th warmest year on average since records began, its average 
temperatures were still 1.1C higher than the long-term trends from 1961 to 1990. All of the 10 warmest 
years on record have come since 2002, and one data series for central England which stretches back 
even further to 1659 shows the 21st century has been warmer than the three preceding centuries. 

“Our report shows climate change is exerting an increasing impact on the UK’s climate,” said Mike 
Kendon, the report’s lead author from the Met Office. “This year was warmer than any other year in the 
UK between 1884 and 1990, and since 2002 we have seen the warmest 10 years in the series. By 
contrast, to find a year in the coldest 10 we have to go back to 1963 – over 50 years ago.” 

Climate change is not just having a warming impact but also making other kinds of weather more 
extreme.  Last year saw significant flooding across Britain, including in Lincolnshire, the Pennines, South 
Yorkshire, and the East Midlands. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/temperature
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/climate-change
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/climate-change
https://rmets.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/joc.6726
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/uk-weather-news-forecast-latest-hottest-day-of-year-a9647221.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/flooding
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Dr Mark McCarthy, head of the Met Office’s National Climate Information Centre, said 2019 was the 
latest in a series of especially wet years, and for northern England marked the ninth most rainfall in a 
year since records began in 1862. “It’s worth noting that since 2009 the UK has now had its wettest 
February, April, June, November and December on record – five out of 12 months.” 

Professor Richard Allan, a climate scientist from the University of Reading, said: “The record hot days 
and sticky nights observed in the UK during 2019 are an expected result of a warming climate that is 
intensifying heatwaves as well as heavy rainfall events, whenever they occur. What is not captured in 
these reports are the remote consequences of climate change that are increasingly affecting our country 
through effects on global food prices, environmental degradation and national security.” 

Dr Friederike Otto, from the Environmental Change Institute at the University of Oxford, said the Met 
Office report was just another piece of evidence which showed how climate change could already be felt 
in British weather. “For heatwaves, climate change is a real game changer. Rapid analysis from the 
World Weather Attribution initiative showed that the record-breaking 38.7C heat in Cambridgeshire in 
2019 was made at least twice as likely due to climate change.” 

As the UK’s warming continued, we should expect to see more and more heatwaves, as well as both 
droughts and floods, as a result of climate change. 

“Climate change isn’t happening gracefully,” said Professor Martin Siegert from Imperial College London. 
“The weather records that have been broken inform us to expect more records as global warming 
continues; more heatwaves and droughts, more rainfall and floods, and more snow and icy-cold blasts. 
The longer we leave it until we reduce our greenhouse gas emissions to net zero, the worse our future 
weather is likely to be.” 

 
 
Devastation wrought by wildfires in California, US.
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APPENDIX 1: Weather Centre Instrumentation 

 
The weather at Pitsford is recorded using a 
manned climate station (Met Office official data) 
and two automatic weather stations which 
upload data regularly to our website and 
smartphone apps.  The automatic weather 
stations are designed by Instromet Weather 
Systems Ltd and Davis. 
  
The following inventory indicates how the 
different aspects of weather are recorded.  
  
Temperature 
  
Electronic sensors (Instromet) positioned inside a 
Stevenson screen alongside sheathed pattern thermometers (dry, wet, maximum and minimum) which 
are used for calibration.  A second large pattern Stevenson screen contains a thermograph, hygrograph 
and a Piché evaporimeter.  Official Met Office temperature data is obtained using a Vaisala HMT 
temperature logger and sheathed pattern minimum thermometers.  
  
Solar Radiation  
  
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record solar radiation and UV radiation.  Electronic sunshine 
recorder (Instromet) calibrated against a UK Met Office Mk II Campbell-Stokes sunshine recorder records 
the hours and minutes of bright sunshine.   
  
Rainfall 
 
Electronic rainfall sensor (Instromet) calibrated against a standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge . 
Tilting siphon rainfall recorders with daily and weekly clocks. Official Met Office rainfall data is obtained 
manually using a 5” Met Office pattern raingauge.  
  
Wind Direction & Wind Speed  
  
Anemometer and wind vane (Instromet) calibrated against an analogue wind vane, totalising cup-counter 
anemometer.  Metcheck generator type anemometer and electrical wind vane.  
  
Atmospheric Pressure  
  
Electronic barometer (Davis VP2 Plus) calibrated against a Precision Aneroid Barometer.  Open-scale 
micro-barograph.  Fortin mercurial barometer (no longer in use)  
  
Surface Temperature 
  
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record the temperatures of a concrete slab and an artificial grass 
surface, also recording the instances of ground frost. The grass minimum temperature using a sheathed 
pattern minimum thermometer is recorded as official Met Office data.  
  
Lightning  
  
Boltek LD-250 lightning detector and Astrogenic software records the locations and severity of 
thunderstorms.   
  
Manual Observations 
  
Manual observations are made of visibility, cloud cover, state of the ground and snow depth.  
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APPENDIX 2:  
 
1981-2010 Climatological Averages for Pitsford 
 

  
Mean Max 

(C) 
Mean Min 

(C) 
Mean 

(C) 
Rain 
(mm) 

Sunshine 
(hrs) 

January 7.2 1.8 4.7 55.3 49 

February 7.5 2.2 4.9 41.2 69.5 

March 10.2 4 7.4 45.6 100.2 

April 13.4 5.4 9.4 54.8 151.3 

May 16.6 8.2 12.8 56.9 175.7 

June 19.6 10.2 15.4 53.6 167.1 

July 22.4 11 17.5 52.9 179.7 

August 22.1 10.7 16.8 54.7 177.2 

September 18.8 8.3 14.2 61.5 136.3 

October 14.7 7 10.9 67.5 90.1 

November 10.2 3.7 7.2 59.4 54.4 

December 7.5 2.4 5 55.1 41.4 

Year 14.2 6.2 10.5 658.5 1391.9 
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