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Pitsford Weather Centre 

 
Pitsford Weather Centre is based at Pitsford School, 4 miles north of Northampton. The centre maintains 
the official Met Office climate station for Northampton, keeps a record of the county’s changing weather, 
publishes a monthly weather report as well as providing a weather forecast for the local area. Weather data 
is recorded by a combination of two automatic weather stations that are routinely calibrated against 
traditional instruments and a manual observation site that is used to record official observations. The site 
has kept a continuous record since 1998 and holds weather records for Northamptonshire as far back as 
1880.  

Official site name: Pitsford, Northampton 
DCNN station number: 4374 

Rainfall ID: 159590 
COL station number: 91012 

 
Registered Office 

 
Pitsford School 

Pitsford 
Northampton 

NN6 9AX 
 

Tel. 01604 880306 Extension 314 
Email. office@northantsweather.org 

Web. www.northantsweather.org 
 

Patrons 
 

  
 

Alex Deakin and Michael Fish MBE 
 

Centre Manager 
 

Mr M J Lewis 
 

ICT Technician 
 

Mr D Leach 
 

Reprographics 
 

Mrs J Robson 
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REVIEW OF THE MONTH  
 

 
 
Headline:  Generally unsettled. Most days generally cloudy with limited spells of sunshine and 
occasional showers. Temperatures below average. 
 
August began with a northerly flow across the British Isles controlled by low pressure sitting over 

Scandinavia. A number of weak weather fronts worked southwards and over the next few days pressure 

would remain slack across the UK before an active low pressure system moved up from the south-west on 

the 5th.  Through this period the weather across the county would be rather changeable with some dry and 

sunny weather punctuated by occasional showers. More prolonged rain occurred overnight on the 5th 

associated with the arrival of a more active frontal systems. 

Low pressure remained fairly stationary across the UK over the next few days, but by the 9th this system 

had started to fill. Consequently, the weather remained unsettled with some brisk winds and spells of heavy 

rain, most notably between the 8th and the 9th. Despite the unsettled conditions, daytime temperatures 

remained in the low 20s.  

A ridge of high pressure appeared to move up from the south-west on the 10th, but this quickly receded as 

more frontal systems worked in off the Atlantic associated with the next area of low pressure. Over the next 

few days this low tracked slowly north-westwards resting over the Western Isles by the 14th and then 

subsequently filled. Most days during this period were a mix of sunshine and predominantly afternoon 

showers. High pressure then developed across the Atlantic, but its influence on the UK weather was not 

before a more discrete area of low pressure introduced spells of showery rain on the 15th. However, once 

the high did arrive its influence was very much restricted to the south-west. Most other parts of the UK 

would continue to be influenced by mostly cloudy airflow from the north-west brining some occasional light 

showers.  From the 17th onwards, low pressure deepening over Scandinavia would reintroduce cooler air 

from the north and a run of cold fronts which worked southwards. 
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It looked as if the high to the south-west would gain a greater influence across the UK on the 18th, but very 

quickly weak frontals worked southwards affecting most parts of the UK whilst the high worked preferentially 

into continental Europe. The 18th started with some promising sunshine, but the afternoon saw increasing 

amounts of cloud which remained on the 19th, introducing showers in some places.  High pressure did 

gain a foothold into the south-eastern corner of the UK from the 20th, with frontal systems being mainly 

confined to western and northern areas. Temperatures across the county began to climb and although 

there remained a fair amount of cloud, it was rather warm and humid for a couple of days.  

Frontal systems broke in again across the whole of the UK on the 21st which was an unsettled day across 

the county with fairly prolonged spells of rain. Gradually though high pressure to the south-west gradually 

drove in towards the UK and by the 24th was firmly established across the whole of the country. The high 

remained in place across the UK for the remainder of the month, although as its centre drifted to the north-

west on the 26th, a cold front worked southwards off the North Sea introducing much cooler air. In fact, the 

27th was quite a chilly day across the county with temperatures struggling at 17.0C. The county would be 

dogged by cloud, although with the arrival of the Bank Holiday weekend on the 28th spells of sunshine re-

appeared and temperatures correspondingly recovered.  
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CLIMATOLOGICAL STATISTICS 

 
The following statistics constitute the station’s climatological record for August 2021. Statistics for air 
temperatures, grass minima and rainfall are calculated using data from the centre’s official Met Office 
monitoring site. All other statistics are derived from data logged by the automatic weather station.  
 

Summary for August 2021 
 
Statistics marked * are calculated from the station’s official Met Office record. Other records are calculated from automatic 
weather station data. Departures from the average are calculated based on new averages for 1991-2020. See appendix 2. 
 
 

Air Temperatures:             

The Highest Maximum: 23.6 C on  04 at  15:41 

The Lowest Maximum: 16.2 C on  31 
  

The Highest Minimum: 15.5 C on  20 at  06:29 

The Lowest Minimum: 7.7 C on  28 at  04:34 

The Mean Maximum: 20.2 C         

The Mean Minimum: 12.3 C         

The Overall Mean: 16.3 C         

Difference from the Monthly Mean: -0.8 C         

              

Relative Humidity:             

Highest Relative Humidity: 100 % on 01 at  10:00 

Lowest Relative Humidity: 54 % on 04 at  17:11 

Mean Relative Humidity: 89 %         

              

Dew Point:             

The Highest Dew Point: 17.7 C on 12 at  16:40 

The Lowest Dew Point: 8.7 C on 29 at  04:40 

The Mean Dew Point: 13 C         

              

Rainfall:             

Total: 37.5 mm         

Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 66.4 %         

Duration of Rainfall: 14.8 hrs         

Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 18.1 mm on 21     

Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 16           

Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 13           

              

Sunshine:             

Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 79.2 hrs         

Sunniest day: 11.6 hrs on 04     

No. of days without sunshine: 5           

Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 43.4 %         

              

The Highest Solar Radiation 1079 W/m2 on 07 at  11:40 

The Highest UV Index 4.5   on 12 at  13:00 
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Pressure (reduced to sea level):             

The Highest Pressure: 1030.3 mb on 31 at  09:37 

The Lowest Pressure: 998.7 mb on 07 at  14:03 

Mean Pressure: 1017.6 mb         

              

Winds             

Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 38.3 miles         

The Highest Average Wind Speed: 9.1 mph on 08 at 15:50 

Run of wind (cumulative): 1186 miles         

Highest Maximum Gust: 33.8 mph on 08 at 15:49 

Bearing of Maximum Gust:  228           

No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0           

The Average Daily Wind Speed: 1.6 mph         

              

Winds from the Following Directions:             

N 11           

NE 0           

E 0           

SE 3           

S 7           

SW 3           

W 3           

NW 4           

Calm 0           

              

Grass              

Lowest Grass Minimum: 2.5 C on 29 at 04:00 

              

Concrete             

Lowest Concrete Minimum: 10 C on 29 at 05:50 

              

Evaporatranspiration: 67.1 mm         

              

Days with:             

Thunder: 0           

Hail <5mm: 0           

Hail >/=5mm: 0           

Snow or snow & rain: 0           

Snow lying: 0           

Fog: 0           

Air Frost: 0           

Duration of Air Frost: 0 hrs         

Ground Frost: 0           

Gales: 0           
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MET OFFICE OFFICIAL CLIMATOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS  
 

 
 

 
 

*Data not available  -  no ground frosts assumed 

 
 
 

Report Date / Time

Grass 

Temp.

Min. 

Temp. 

(last 

24hr)

Max. 

Temp. 

(last 

24hr)

Rainfall 

Accumul

ation

02/08/2021 09:00 * 10.6 18 1.7

03/08/2021 09:00 * 11.3 18.7 1.6

04/08/2021 09:00 * 12.3 20.2 0

05/08/2021 09:00 * 12.5 23.6 0

06/08/2021 09:00 * 14.5 20.5 2.8

07/08/2021 09:00 * 11.6 21.6 0.8

08/08/2021 09:00 * 13.5 20.4 0.8

09/08/2021 09:00 * 11.4 19.7 0.4

10/08/2021 09:00 * 11.5 21.3 5.2

11/08/2021 09:00 * 12.5 23.6 0

12/08/2021 09:00 * 12.7 22.3 0

13/08/2021 09:00 * 12.6 21.7 0.5

14/08/2021 09:00 * 13.6 21.8 0

15/08/2021 09:00 * 13.5 23.4 0.2

16/08/2021 09:00 * 11.2 22.4 2.3

17/08/2021 09:00 5.6 11 17.3 0.4

18/08/2021 09:00 11.1 13.6 18.5 0.4

19/08/2021 09:00 12.1 12.8 19.8 0

20/08/2021 09:00 * 15.1 22.5 0.1

21/08/2021 09:00 * 15.5 22.4 0

22/08/2021 09:00 8.4 13.5 19.5 18.1

23/08/2021 09:00 10.2 13.6 21.6 2

24/08/2021 09:00 3.6 9.7 20.7 0

25/08/2021 09:00 * 13.6 20.5 0

26/08/2021 09:00 12.6 14 17.8 0

27/08/2021 09:00 11 11.4 17.9 0

28/08/2021 09:00 3.7 9.8 17 0

29/08/2021 09:00 2.5 7.7 20.7 0

30/08/2021 09:00 12 12.4 17.4 0

31/08/2021 09:00 9.2 11.9 16.3 0.2

01/09/2021 09:00 12 11.6 16.2 0
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DAILY WEATHER LOG  
   
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Weather Centre during August 2021.  Note that 
the temperature and rainfall statistics are derived from the automatic weather station log and are 
not official figures apart from the extreme values for temperature and rainfall where Met Office 
official data has been substituted. 
 

1st: Initial light rain turning heavy at times through the morning, but clearing to a dry afternoon. Max. 18.0 
°C Min. 10.6 °C Rain 1.7 mm Gust 5.6 mph Sunshine 0.2 hrs 

2nd: Mostly cloudy. Dry through much of the day, but with a heavy shower during the evening. Isolated 
showers again overnight. Max. 18.7 °C Min. 11.3 °C Rain 1.6 mm Gust 8.5 mph Sunshine 0.8 hrs 

3rd: A dry day, but with limited spells of sunshine. Max. 20.2 °C Min. 12.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 8.1 mph 
Sunshine 1.9 hrs 

4th: Dry, warm and sunny. Max. 23.6 °C Min. 12.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 11.4 mph Sunshine 11.6 hrs 

5th: Dry through the morning with spells of sunshine. Showers breaking through the evening and continuing 
overnight. Max. 20.5 °C Min. 14.5 °C Rain 2.2 mm Gust 23.3 mph Sunshine 2.8 hrs 

6th: Initial showers clearing to leave a dry day with some spells of sunshine. Breezy. Max. 21.6 °C Min. 
11.6 °C Rain 0.8 mm Gust 27.3 mph Sunshine 4.9 hrs 

7th: Dry through the morning, showers breaking out through the afternoon. Brief spells of sunshine. Less 
breezy than the 6th. Max. 20.4 °C Min. 13.5 °C Rain 0.8 mm Gust 27.7 mph Sunshine 2.4 hrs 

8th: Mostly cloudy and continuing unsettled with showers during the afternoon and evening. Brisk breeze. 
Max. 19.7 °C Min. 11.4 °C Rain 0.4 mm Gust 33.8 mph Sunshine 0.9 hrs 

9th: Heavy rain through the morning and further showers during the evening. Sunny spells in between. 
Max. 21.3 °C Min. 11.5 °C Rain 5.2 mm Gust 22.1 mph Sunshine 2.8 hrs 

10th: A dry day, becoming very warm later with spells of sunshine. Max. 23.6 °C Min. 12.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 9.6 mph Sunshine 3.7 hrs 

11th: A dry day with some good spells of sunshine. Turning cloudier later with the approach of a weather 
front, but having little impact otherwise. Max. 22.3 °C Min. 12.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 11.9 mph Sunshine 
4.0 hrs 

12th: Mostly dry with spells of sunshine. Sharp shower mid afternoon. Max. 21.7 °C Min. 12.6 °C Rain 0.5 
mm Gust 15.2 mph Sunshine 6.2 hrs 

13th: A dry day. Largely cloudy, but with some spells of sunshine. Max. 21.8 °C Min. 13.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 19.2 mph Sunshine 3.3 hrs 

14th: Mainly dry and warm, albeit cloudy with limited spells of sunshine. Light winds. Shower mid afternoon. 
Max. 23.4 °C Min. 13.5 °C Rain 0.2 mm Gust 9.2 mph Sunshine 1.6 hrs 

15th: Dry for much of the day and warm. Largely cloudy, but with some brighter sunnier spells. Showery 
rain during the evening. Max. 22.4 °C Min. 11.2 °C Rain 2.3 mm Gust 16.6 mph Sunshine 2.4 hrs 

16th: Occasional light rain initially easing off and then cloudy for much of the morning. The odd light shower 
through the afternoon, but skies then clearing to reveal some brief sunshine. Cool compared with recent 
temperatures. Max. 17.5 °C Min. 11.5 °C Rain 0.1 mm Gust 18.1 mph Sunshine 1.6 hrs 
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17th: An overcast day. Cool with a fair breeze. Dry during the daytime, but some showers overnight into 
the 18th. Max. 18.2 °C Min. 13.9 °C Rain 0.4 mm Gust 20.8 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

18th: A dry day. Cloudy through the morning, but spells of sunshine coming through during the latter stages 
of the afternoon. Max. 19.9 °C Min. 13.1 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 20.6 mph Sunshine 5.1 hrs 

19th: Another dry day, although showers observed at a distance during the evening. Mostly cloudy, but 
with some limited spells of warm sunshine. Max. 21.6 °C Min. 15.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 8.9 mph 
Sunshine 0.9 hrs 

20th: Dry, but predominantly cloudy. Some hazy sunshine through the morning and feeling warm and 
humid. Max. 21.1 °C Min. 15.9 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 5.6 mph Sunshine 0.6 hrs 

21st: An unsettled day with showers and longer spells of rain. Feeling quite humid in between the showers 
through the morning. Max. 18.6 °C Min. 14.0 °C Rain 5.6 mm Gust 5.6 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

22nd: Mostly dry, but remaining rather cloudy. Light showers early on the 23rd. Max. 21.0 °C Min. 13.7 °C 
Rain 0.2 mm Gust 9.4 mph Sunshine 0.8 hrs 

23rd: A dry day with some good spells of sunshine. Feeling warm in the sunshine. Clear skies to end the 
day. Max. 21.3 °C Min. 11.3 °C Rain 0.1 mm Gust 9.4 mph Sunshine n/a 

24th: A fine day with good spells of warm sunshine. Max. 20.8 °C Min. 13.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 14.3 mph 
Sunshine 5.6 hrs 

25th: A dry day. Generally cloudy and feeling noticeably cooler. Max. 18.0 °C Min. 14.1 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 20.4 mph Sunshine 0.1 hrs 

26th: Another dry day, but continuing cloudy and with limited spells of sunshine mainly confined to the early 
evening. Max. 17.9 °C Min. 11.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 16.3 mph Sunshine 1.0 hrs 

27th: Another dry, but cloudy day and feeling noticeably cooler, if not chilly at times. Max. 16.7 °C Min. 10.9 
°C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 9.4 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

28th: Continuing dry. Sunny spells with varying amounts of cloud. Max. 21.1 °C Min. 9.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 9.8 mph Sunshine 3.5 hrs 

29th: Little change. Another dry and largely cloudy day. Cooler. Max. 17.4 °C Min. 12.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm 
Gust 13.2 mph Sunshine 2.2 hrs 

30th: Another rather cool and overcast day. Mostly dry. Some feint drizzle through the morning and a light 
shower during the evening. Max. 16.5 °C Min. 12.2 °C Rain 0.3 mm Gust 12.5 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 

31st: No change. The anticyclonic gloom continues with dry, yet grey and overcast conditions. 
Cool. Max. 16.6 °C Min. 12.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 13.4 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 
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DAILY HIGHS AND LOWS – AUGUST 2021 

 
The following table presents the maximum and minimum values for all weather elements recorded by the 
automatic weather station. The maximum and minimum values for temperature and rainfall December deviate 
from the official Met Office climatological observations presented earlier. However, regular calibration of the 
sensors is carried out against standard pattern instruments to ensure that they remain as accurate as possible.  
The reset time for daily readings is standard at 0900 GMT. Permission to use the data for commercial purposes 
must be sought in writing from the centre manager, Pitsford Weather Centre, Pitsford School, Moulton Lane, 
Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  
 

  
 

 
 

Date

High wind 

gust (mph)

Bearing of 

high gust 

(°)

Time of 

high gust

Minimum 

temp (C) 

Time of 

Minimum 

temp

Maximum 

temp (C)

Time of 

max temp

01/08/2021 5.6 313 11:17 10.6 04:29 18 16:04

02/08/2021 8.5 355 18:05 11.3 05:01 18.7 15:04

03/08/2021 8.1 150 10:58 12.3 05:55 20.2 17:42

04/08/2021 12.1 117 09:55 12.5 05:41 23.6 15:41

05/08/2021 23.3 142 15:55 14.5 04:04 20.5 13:07

06/08/2021 27.3 248 13:35 11.6 05:30 21.6 15:41

07/08/2021 27.7 215 09:02 13.5 05:11 20.4 14:20

08/08/2021 33.8 228 15:49 11.4 03:03 19.7 16:00

09/08/2021 22.1 175 15:15 11.5 03:03 21.3 15:33

10/08/2021 9.6 165 09:35 12.5 06:22 23.6 17:58

11/08/2021 11.9 200 14:56 12.7 06:41 22.3 16:56

12/08/2021 15.2 202 19:30 12.6 02:25 21.7 12:59

13/08/2021 19.2 228 16:05 13.6 06:27 21.8 16:40

14/08/2021 9.2 244 12:23 13.5 05:01 23.4 17:11

15/08/2021 16.6 300 00:17 11.2 04:25 22.4 13:41

16/08/2021 18.1 321 11:43 11.5 23:42 17.5 17:37

17/08/2021 20.8 280 13:47 13.9 06:24 18.2 13:21

18/08/2021 20.6 303 12:36 13.1 05:05 19.9 17:35

19/08/2021 8.9 243 13:40 15.3 06:04 21.6 15:06

20/08/2021 5.6 201 13:34 15.9 06:29 21.1 12:35

21/08/2021 6.5 311 09:01 14 07:17 18.6 13:58

22/08/2021 9.4 314 12:09 13.7 03:56 21 15:08

23/08/2021 10.5 57 09:44 11.3 02:38 21.3 16:32

24/08/2021 14.3 360 17:48 13.7 06:44 20.8 16:09

25/08/2021 20.4 346 07:59 14.1 08:14 18 16:30

26/08/2021 16.3 331 17:02 11.5 06:12 17.9 15:47

27/08/2021 9.4 358 01:45 10.9 02:45 16.7 14:20

28/08/2021 9.8 360 14:29 9.6 04:34 21.1 15:51

29/08/2021 13.2 8 21:34 12.5 06:50 17.4 14:31

30/08/2021 12.5 360 19:44 12.2 03:37 16.5 17:38

31/08/2021 13.4 343 10:46 12.5 06:57 16.6 14:51
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Where no rainfall is recorded, the station returns a default time of 09:00 (GMT) or 10:00 (BST). 

 
 
 

Date

Minimum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

min 

pressure

Maximum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

max 

pressure

Maximum 

rainfall  

rate 

(mm/hr)

Time of 

max 

rainfall  

rate

Total 

rainfall  

(mm)

01/08/2021 1012.4 10:00 1016.4 08:41 2.4 10:24 1.7

02/08/2021 1014.2 04:33 1016.4 10:23 6 19:00 1.6

03/08/2021 1013.4 17:38 1014.9 09:10 0 10:00 0

04/08/2021 1008.6 09:48 1014.9 10:00 0 10:00 0

05/08/2021 999 06:09 1008.7 10:02 7.2 09:36 2.8

06/08/2021 999.7 10:32 1002.9 22:30 9.6 11:14 0.8

07/08/2021 998.7 14:03 1004.6 09:35 3.6 13:07 0.8

08/08/2021 1004.6 10:00 1011.4 09:47 3.6 19:28 0.4

09/08/2021 1011.2 10:43 1015.4 09:12 13.2 10:56 5.2

10/08/2021 1015.2 10:00 1018.2 09:22 0 10:00 0

11/08/2021 1016.8 17:30 1018.2 10:05 0 10:00 0

12/08/2021 1016.7 16:54 1019.7 09:54 4.8 15:01 0.5

13/08/2021 1019.3 04:14 1020.5 22:39 0 10:00 0

14/08/2021 1014.5 06:27 1019.9 10:00 2.4 14:21 0.2

15/08/2021 1012.1 18:08 1016.8 09:55 4.8 21:54 2.3

16/08/2021 1016.7 10:01 1021 00:01 1.2 13:21 0.1

17/08/2021 1017.4 09:46 1018.9 10:00 1.2 02:16 0.4

18/08/2021 1014.5 06:16 1017.6 10:03 0 10:00 0

19/08/2021 1013.2 19:05 1016.3 09:45 0 10:00 0

20/08/2021 1016.1 05:47 1017.6 22:51 0 10:00 0

21/08/2021 1014.6 19:57 1018.5 09:51 3.6 17:13 18.1

22/08/2021 1018.4 10:00 1027.3 09:44 1.2 06:06 2

23/08/2021 1027.2 10:00 1029.7 09:58 1.2 06:04 0.1

24/08/2021 1026.1 05:20 1029.7 10:00 0 10:00 0

25/08/2021 1021.7 05:24 1026.5 10:21 0 10:00 0

26/08/2021 1021.6 17:25 1023.5 09:48 0 10:00 0

27/08/2021 1023.4 10:00 1025.9 08:25 0 10:00 0

28/08/2021 1024.4 04:42 1025.9 10:00 0 10:00 0

29/08/2021 1024.4 19:01 1026 09:56 0 10:00 0

30/08/2021 1025.8 10:10 1028.7 09:43 2.4 22:56 0.3

31/08/2021 1028.5 10:12 1030.3 09:37 0 10:00 0
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Date

Avg temp 

for the day 

(C)

Total wind 

run 

(miles)

Highest 

avg wind 

speed 

(mph)

Time of 

high avg 

wind 

speed

Lowest 

humidity 

(%)

Time of 

low 

humidity

Highest 

humidity 

(%)

01/08/2021 14 7.1 4.7 11:32 77 09:29 100

02/08/2021 14.7 2.1 3.7 18:10 70 11:17 100

03/08/2021 15.9 2.3 2.2 12:22 68 18:04 100

04/08/2021 17.8 8.8 4.1 09:33 54 17:11 100

05/08/2021 16.2 62.5 9 15:59 71 13:14 100

06/08/2021 16.1 71 7.1 13:39 65 15:28 100

07/08/2021 16 58.1 6.2 09:06 71 14:01 100

08/08/2021 14.8 39 9.1 15:50 75 15:13 100

09/08/2021 15 16.4 6.3 19:08 100 10:00 100

10/08/2021 17.5 11.2 3.1 11:12 100 10:00 100

11/08/2021 17.8 27.9 3.6 15:16 100 10:00 100

12/08/2021 16.8 32 4.2 17:42 100 10:00 100

13/08/2021 17.4 38.6 5 13:27 100 10:00 100

14/08/2021 17.8 18.1 3.5 11:37 100 10:00 100

15/08/2021 16.3 55.8 5.3 00:25 100 10:00 100

16/08/2021 14.2 57.8 6.3 12:30 70 18:29 100

17/08/2021 16 65.3 6.7 13:49 78 09:22 100

18/08/2021 16.2 40.7 7.3 12:42 73 12:26 100

19/08/2021 17.8 9.4 2.3 13:43 68 12:27 100

20/08/2021 18 3.8 1.4 13:56 72 12:35 100

21/08/2021 16.1 9.5 3.9 08:40 84 13:20 100

22/08/2021 16.6 38.7 4.7 12:13 79 15:10 100

23/08/2021 15.5 34.6 4.1 10:25 65 15:39 100

24/08/2021 16.4 42.9 4.8 17:07 75 15:15 100

25/08/2021 16 59.8 6.4 08:25 76 09:52 100

26/08/2021 14.7 74.2 6.4 17:36 68 16:44 100

27/08/2021 13.8 59 4.3 12:46 74 14:23 100

28/08/2021 14.8 29.7 4.2 06:58 62 17:23 100

29/08/2021 14.7 72.3 5 08:06 72 14:33 98

30/08/2021 14 78.4 6.4 09:00 75 19:00 100

31/08/2021 14.2 59 5.5 17:56 80 15:06 100
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd:   
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Date

Time of 

high 

humidity

Total 

sunshine 

(hrs)

High heat 

index (C)

Time of 

high heat 

index

High app 

temp (C)

Time of 

high app 

temp

Low app 

temp (C)

01/08/2021 10:00 0.2 18 16:04 19.6 15:45 9.6

02/08/2021 19:16 0.8 18.7 15:04 20.1 15:04 11.7

03/08/2021 00:12 1.9 20.2 17:42 22 17:37 13

04/08/2021 04:13 11.6 23.6 15:41 25.2 15:41 13

05/08/2021 16:10 2.8 20.5 13:07 21.1 13:08 15.3

06/08/2021 10:00 4.9 21.6 15:41 22.4 15:22 11.2

07/08/2021 00:40 2.4 20.4 14:20 21.3 14:11 13.1

08/08/2021 11:01 0.9 19.7 16:00 21.5 17:50 11.8

09/08/2021 10:00 2.8 21.3 15:33 25.1 15:33 12

10/08/2021 10:00 3.7 23.6 17:58 29.1 18:18 13.3

11/08/2021 10:00 4 22.3 16:56 26.6 16:56 13.5

12/08/2021 10:00 6.2 21.7 12:59 25.2 13:00 13.2

13/08/2021 10:00 3.3 21.8 16:40 25.4 16:32 14.7

14/08/2021 10:00 1.6 23.4 17:11 28.5 17:11 14.5

15/08/2021 10:00 2.4 22.4 13:41 26.6 13:51 11.1

16/08/2021 10:00 1.6 17.5 17:37 17.6 17:37 11.6

17/08/2021 21:07 0 18.2 13:21 19.2 17:55 14.4

18/08/2021 04:19 5.1 19.9 17:35 20.8 17:35 13.8

19/08/2021 21:58 0.9 21.6 15:06 24.2 18:17 16.9

20/08/2021 00:19 0.6 21.1 12:35 23.2 14:49 17.8

21/08/2021 10:00 0 18.6 13:58 21 13:58 14.8

22/08/2021 10:00 0.8 21 15:08 23.1 16:28 14.2

23/08/2021 22:29 8.3 21.3 16:32 22.3 16:32 11.3

24/08/2021 23:58 5.6 20.8 16:09 22.6 16:09 13.8

25/08/2021 02:23 0.1 18 16:30 19.3 16:16 12.3

26/08/2021 05:51 1 17.9 15:47 17.6 15:48 11

27/08/2021 01:05 0 16.7 14:20 16.9 16:20 10.1

28/08/2021 03:22 3.5 21.1 15:51 22.3 15:52 9.5

29/08/2021 08:31 2.2 17.4 14:31 17.6 16:14 11.7

30/08/2021 21:31 0 16.5 17:38 16.9 17:35 9

31/08/2021 01:25 0 16.6 14:51 17.1 14:54 12.1
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date

Time of 

low app 

temp

High 

hourly 

rain (mm)

Time of 

high 

hourly 

rain

Low wind 

chill  (C)

Time of 

low wind 

chill

Dominant 

wind dir 

(°)

01/08/2021 11:32 1 11:13 10.6 04:29 6

02/08/2021 05:01 1.5 19:36 11.3 05:01 4

03/08/2021 05:55 0 10:00 12.3 05:55 136

04/08/2021 06:14 0 10:00 12.5 05:41 139

05/08/2021 06:57 0.6 20:16 14.5 04:04 149

06/08/2021 05:45 0.8 11:13 11.6 05:45 189

07/08/2021 05:59 0.3 13:06 13.4 05:59 187

08/08/2021 03:03 0.3 19:27 11.4 03:03 224

09/08/2021 03:03 4.1 11:44 11.5 03:03 239

10/08/2021 06:22 0 10:00 12.5 06:22 258

11/08/2021 06:41 0 10:00 12.7 06:41 187

12/08/2021 03:07 0.4 14:59 12.6 02:25 186

13/08/2021 06:34 0 10:00 13.6 06:27 198

14/08/2021 05:03 0.2 14:21 13.5 05:01 192

15/08/2021 05:43 1.9 22:28 11.2 04:25 270

16/08/2021 00:07 0 10:00 11.5 23:42 295

17/08/2021 08:23 0.3 02:21 13.9 06:24 301

18/08/2021 05:24 0 10:00 13.1 05:05 290

19/08/2021 10:00 0 10:00 15.3 06:04 218

20/08/2021 06:29 0 10:00 15.9 06:29 198

21/08/2021 07:17 1.2 02:24 14 07:17 303

22/08/2021 03:56 0 10:00 13.7 03:56 324

23/08/2021 02:57 0 10:00 11.3 02:38 9

24/08/2021 06:22 0 10:00 13.7 06:44 357

25/08/2021 08:25 0 10:00 13.5 08:25 345

26/08/2021 06:12 0 10:00 11.4 06:01 341

27/08/2021 03:04 0 10:00 10.6 03:04 343

28/08/2021 04:34 0 10:00 9.6 04:34 357

29/08/2021 06:42 0 10:00 12.2 06:42 347

30/08/2021 09:01 0.3 23:12 11.8 03:41 345

31/08/2021 06:47 0 10:00 12.4 06:47 347
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UK WEATHER REVIEW  
 
August 2021  
 
The first half of August was broadly unsettled, with plenty of rain between the 5th and 13th. The second 
half was drier, except for the 20th and 21st, with high pressure developing by the 23rd and remaining near 
northern UK thereafter. Scotland, especially the west, was often warm by day, whereas further south warm 
days were much fewer. Many areas were drier than usual for the month, with less than half the average 
total rainfall in some places, and the wettest areas were south-east England, eastern Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. Western Scotland fared well for sunshine, though many other areas were duller than average, 
especially central and eastern England where some stations had their dullest August in records going back 
60 or more years.  
 
The provisional UK mean temperature was 15.0 °C, which is 0.1 °C above the 1981-2010 long term 
average. Maxima were above normal over Scotland and Northern Ireland but below normal for most of 
England and Wales, while minima were slightly above normal in most areas. Most parts of the UK had less 
rainfall than average, with below half the average amount in parts of the English Midlands, Lincolnshire, 
East Anglia, and western Scotland. The UK overall had 73% of average August rainfall. Sunshine was 
above average for western Scotland, but below average for most other areas, with only around 60% of 
average for much of the Midlands, East Anglia, central southern England, and Shetland; the overall figure 
was 79% of average.  
 
The UK monthly extremes were as follows: A maximum temperature of 27.2 °C was recorded at Tyndrum 
(Perthshire) on the 25th. A minimum temperature of 0.3 °C was recorded at Braemar (Aberdeenshire) on 
the 31st. In the 24 hours ending at 0900 UTC on the 9th, 74.2 mm of rain fell at Spadeadam (Cumbria). A 
wind gust of 51 knots (59 mph) was recorded at Needles (Isle of Wight) on the 9th. Weather impac 
 
Source: The Met Office 

 

Great Doddington 
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UK WEATHER DIARY 
 
England.  

1st to 9th  

The 1st was mostly cloudy, with some heavy showers which became organised into bands, and 
increasingly frequent and thundery in the far south. Early sunshine on the 2nd was short-lived for most 
areas, as cloud increased, giving slow-moving heavy showers, mostly from the Midlands southwards, 
particularly heavy over the Isle of Wight, with the best of the sunshine in the north- west. After any mist or 
fog cleared, the 3rd began mostly fine, but cloud readily developed to bring scattered slow-moving showers, 
some heavy and thundery; however Whitby (North Yorkshire) saw 13.9 hours of sunshine. The 4th started 
similarly, again with cloud soon building, to give heavy thundery showers in some northern and central 
areas. Early sunshine in central and eastern areas on the 5th gave way to cloud and rain, locally heavy 
and thundery, which spread in from the west, persisting throughout the day, with southern and western 
areas remaining cool. The 6th was breezy in places, with sunshine and blustery showers, though cloudier 
in the far north; showers continued to develop, becoming more widespread and intense with thunderstorms 
breaking out, especially in southern and eastern counties. Some southern counties started very wet on the 
7th, as an area of heavy or very heavy rain with isolated thunderstorms moved away, then bands of 
showers, some heavy and thundery, swept eastwards through the day, merging in parts of the north 
Midlands and the north-west later, and it was breezy at times in exposed parts. Heavy rain early on the 8th 
gave way to a mixture of sunshine and showers; some showers were heavy and thundery, amounting to 
74.2 mm at Spadeadam (Cumbria), but many places were drier by evening. Early rain in the south-east 
soon cleared on the 9th, with scattered showers elsewhere, though Yorkshire and some western areas 
were brighter; showers became more widespread and thundery, coalescing into bands of rain, while parts 
of the south became windy with Needles (Isle of Wight) recording gusts to 59 mph.  

10th to 18th  

Showers were more isolated on the 10th, and it was warm in places, with some sunshine especially further 
south. Central and eastern areas started sunny on the 11th, with more cloud elsewhere and blustery 
showery rain pushing into the west. After a sunny start in central areas on the 12th, most areas were cloudy, 
with patchy rain in some southern areas, and rain into the north later. The 13th was cloudy with light 
showers across the south, but brighter further north. The 14th was mostly cloudy for the Midlands and 
north, with patchy rain, but drier and brighter over southern areas. The 15th was cloudy for most, with 
patchy rain mostly in northern and western parts, but East Anglia was brighter and warmer, Cavendish 
(Suffolk) reaching a maximum of 26.4 °C. The 16th began cloudy except in the far south, with rain spreading 
south-eastwards through the day – albeit largely missing the south-west – followed by sunny periods in the 
north-east. The 17th was cloudy for most areas, with patchy rain or drizzle lingering in parts of the Midlands 
and north. The best of any limited sunshine on the 18th was in north-eastern and central southern areas, 
with patchy rain or drizzle in a few places elsewhere.  

19th to 22nd  

Most areas started cloudy on the 19th, any localised mist and fog soon clearing; sunny spells developed 
in some areas, but also bands of showers, some heavy, with the occasional rumble of thunder. The 20th 
started mostly fine, with brightness in some eastern areas, but with isolated light showers at first, before 
further showery precipitation moved into western and northern parts during the afternoon, but it remained 
mainly dry elsewhere. The 21st saw a lot of cloud, with bands of rain pushing north-eastwards, including 
some heavier bursts, but the far south-west became brighter with sunny spells, triggering several 
thunderstorms, and isolated thunderstorms developed later in the West Midlands. After a mild night, with 
Cromer (Norfolk) not falling below 16.6 °C, the 22nd was mostly cloudy, with thunderstorms clearing from 
the south-east, and showers, often heavy, developing in northern and eastern areas, while central and 
western areas were rather brighter.  

23rd to 31st  

The remainder of the month was settled, but often cloudy. The 23rd saw some early mist and isolated 
patchy rain or drizzle in parts of the south, but was an increasingly bright day for many areas. The 24th 
brought sunshine for most places, though the Midlands were cloudier with patchy rain in places. The 25th 
was again cloudy in central areas, with drizzle at times, but brighter further south and in the north-west. 
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The eastern half of the country was cloudy and cool with a brisk wind on the 26th, but cloud cleared in most 
western areas to give some sunshine. Most areas began cloudy on the 27th, with fog patches at first in the 
far south-west; patchy rain affected some eastern and central parts for a time, but cloud tended to break 
up elsewhere with bright spells in places. After a colder night, with Shap (Cumbria) falling to 1.9 °C, the 
28th was sunny for many, though central and south-eastern counties saw more cloud, with a few showers 
feeding off the North Sea into parts of East Anglia and the south-east. Many central and eastern parts had 
early fog on the 29th, then most areas were cloudy and cool, with a few showers in the north-east, but 
some sunshine further south and west. The 30th was overcast almost everywhere, with persistent light rain 
or drizzle for eastern counties, and Brizlee Wood (Northumberland) struggled to a maximum of only 12.8 
°C. The 31st was similarly cloudy and cool, again with light rain and drizzle for eastern counties.  

Wales  

1st to 9th  

The 1st was partly cloudy with isolated showers, but brighter by late afternoon. After a sunny start on the 
2nd, cloud increased and showers developed, especially in central and south-eastern areas. The 3rd again 
started mostly sunny, with cloud soon increasing and very isolated showers developing, but Aberdaron 
(Gwynedd) recorded 12.7 hours of bright sunshine. The 4th was very similar, and Aberdaron was again 
sunniest with 12.7 hours. By contrast, the 5th was wet, with some heavy rain and frequent showers, Capel 
Curig (Gwynedd) recording 53.0 mm. The 6th saw sunshine and blustery showers, with strong winds 
around coasts, Aberdaron recording gusts to 48 mph. The 7th was wet with bands of blustery showers, 
some heavy with thunderstorms, sweeping eastwards through the day, and breezy again. The 8th started 
with heavy rain, which eased off into the afternoon to give increasing sunny spells, and continuing windy. 
After early sunshine on the 9th, cloud increased with showers developing, coalescing into longer spells of 
rain, heavy at times.  

10th to 21st  

The 10th started with some mist and drizzle, but was brighter by the afternoon. The 11th saw showery rain 
in parts of the south, before heavier rain edged in from the west for the afternoon, with winds increasing. 
After a mostly sunny start, cloud increased during the 12th with isolated showers, and it was windy in 
exposed parts. The 13th was mostly cloudy with a few showers, but remained drier and brighter in the 
north-west. It was cloudy on the 14th, early fog in the south west soon clearing, with patchy rain in places, 
and heavier rain pushing in by late afternoon. The 15th was mostly cloudy, with rain at times. It was again 
mostly cloudy on the 16th with isolated showers, and remaining breezy in exposed parts. The 17th was 
mostly cloudy, but showers were fewer. It was mild overnight into the 18th, with Cardiff Bute Park not falling 
below 16.2 °C, then mostly cloudy but fine. The 19th saw sunny spells and scattered showers developing 
in the east. The 20th began dry, apart from isolated showers in the north-west at first, but an area of 
showery precipitation moved into the south and west during the afternoon, getting heavy in places as it 
continued north-eastwards. Further rain on the 21st cleared away north-eastward in the afternoon, with a 
few heavy and thundery showers developing.  

22nd to 31st  

The last ten days were more settled, though rarely warm. The 22nd was mainly fine, with isolated showers, 
and on the 23rd, after any localised fog had cleared, there were sunny spells with the odd shower. The 
24th was dry, but remained rather cloudy except in southern areas. Cloud cover on the 25th cleared south-
eastwards in the afternoon, with Porthmadog (Gwynedd) reaching a maximum of 24.5 °C. The 26th began 
cloudy and misty, but became warm by the afternoon with long spells of sunshine. After a cold night, with 
St Harmon (Powys) dropping to 1.0 °C, the 27th was mainly sunny, though with cloud over the Borders at 
times. The 28th was widely sunny, after isolated fog patches had quickly burned off, and the 29th was 
similar but with perhaps slightly more cloud. The 30th and 31st were overcast and cool, with a few 
outbreaks of light rain or drizzle on the latter, Libanus (Powys) struggling to a maximum of only 13.2 °C on 
the 30th and Lake Vyrnwy (Powys) reaching only 13.2 °C on the 31st.  
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Scotland  

1st to 13th  

Central and western areas saw sunny spells on the 1st, while scattered showers continued for a time across 
Grampian and Tayside, then it became mainly fine in the afternoon except in northern and eastern areas. 
The 2nd was sunny in some areas, but rather cool and cloudy in the north east with Fair Isle (Shetland) 
reaching a maximum of only 11.9 °C. After early sunshine in the east, the 3rd was mostly cloudy with some 
showers. The north started wet on the 4th, then a band of heavy rain pushed in from the west, along with 
heavy thundery showers, though these largely missed southern and eastern areas, with sunny spells here. 
The 5th soon saw rain and showers into western and northernmost areas, spreading to most parts by the 
afternoon. Eastern areas began very wet on the 6th, with heavy rain moving north and west, this turning 
more showery, with frequent showers elsewhere, heavy and thundery at times, though the Northern Isles 
missed most of the rain; it was windy in exposed parts, especially the Northern Isles. It was mild overnight 
into the 7th, with Kinlochewe (Ross & Cromarty) not falling below 15.6 °C, then a mainly cloudy day, with 
showers, becoming more widespread over many areas, some of them turning heavy in southern and 
western areas, with occasional thunderstorms, but sunny spells developing in eastern and northern parts 
during the afternoon; the Shetland Islands were breezy at times. The 8th was mostly cloudy, with rain and 
frequent heavy thundery showers developing but also sunny intervals; however it remained largely fine in 
the far north, the Northern and Western Isles, with Stornoway (Western Isles) having 13.9 hours of 
sunshine. Most areas were cloudy on the 9th, with rain and showers, becoming more widespread and 
thundery into the afternoon. Any fog soon cleared on the 10th, with showers in central and northern areas 
becoming widespread and persistent, some heavy and thundery, though it remained drier and brighter in 
the south. Heavy and persistent rain in the west on the 11th swiftly moved through most areas, clearing 
eastwards to give brighter skies in the west. Some early sunshine on the 12th gave way to increasing cloud, 
as heavy and thundery rain swept in from the west, brought in by strong winds, South Uist (Western Isles) 
reporting gusts to 52 mph through the day, but the rain fragmented later to give sunny spells. The 13th was 
wet for many, with rain most persistent and heaviest in the north-west, Achnagart (Ross & Cromarty) 
recording 50.0 mm, but with drier and brighter weather in southern and eastern areas.  

14th to 21st  

The 14th was mostly cloudy, with some showers, occasionally heavy, but brighter at times in some areas. 
On the 15th, after patchy rain and mist lingered in places, cloud soon broke up to give sunny spells, with 
showers mainly affecting parts of the north, some heavy. The 16th was mostly cloudy with patchy rain in 
the west, but brighter and drier further east. Inland there was some sunshine on the 17th, with more cloud, 
patchy rain or drizzle and breeze elsewhere. After a sunny start for many on the 18th, cloud increased to 
give some rain or drizzle in parts of the Western Isles and Grampian. The 19th was cloudy for most places, 
with patchy rain or drizzle for some. After some earlier brightness in the south, the 20th was mostly cloudy, 
with some rain and drizzle for a time especially in parts of the north-east, some brighter spells in parts of 
the north-west later, but showers over south-western parts during the afternoon moving north and east, 
occasionally heavy in the west; meanwhile the Northern Isles remained largely dry. It was a mild night, with 
Achnagart getting no lower than 15.6 °C, then the 21st was cloudy and wet with persistent rain slowly 
tracking northwards throughout the day, albeit missing the far north-east again.  

22nd to 31st  

The rest of the month was mainly settled and dry. The 22nd was mostly cloudy, with mist and fog in some 
central and eastern locations lingering in places, sunny spells and showers elsewhere with the showers 
becoming more widespread by midday, though mainly fine in parts of the north. A mostly cloudy start on 
the 23rd, with mist and fog in places clearing by midday, gave way to longer spells of sunshine, especially 
in the west, and only isolated showers. The 24th was sunny and very warm for many places, following 
some mist and fog in central and eastern areas, with localised light showers on the Aberdeenshire coast. 
The 25th was a similar day, albeit remaining cloudy in the far north and the Northern and Western Isles, 
and warm again with Tyndrum (Perthshire) recording a maximum of 27.2 °C. A cloudy start for many on 
the 26th gave way to sunny and warm conditions by the afternoon away from the far east. After another 
cloudy start on the 27th, with patchy fog across parts of the Highlands at first, many parts turned sunny 
once more. Sunshine on the 28th, especially over the mainland, gave way in the north later as cloud spread 
in. The 29th was broadly cloudier and cooler, with a few showers mainly across the north and east. The 
west had some sunshine on the 30th, but the east was dull with drizzly rain. After a cold night, Braemar 



Pitsford Weather Centre  – Monthly Weather Report – August 2021 

 19 

(Aberdeenshire) falling to 0.3 °C, the 31st began bright across western counties but became cloudy 
everywhere with patchy rain and drizzle for eastern and southern parts.  

Northern Ireland  

1st to 9th  

The 1st was partly cloudy, with very isolated showers, but brighter by late afternoon. After an unseasonably 
cold night, with Katesbridge (Down) recording a minimum of 1.8 °C, rain pushed in from the west early on 
the 2nd, soon weakening and fragmenting, followed by isolated showers and sunny spells. The 3rd saw 
scattered showers, some heavy and slow-moving, and sunny intervals. On the 4th a band of rain pushed 
eastwards, fragmenting to give frequent showers, often heavy and thundery, with sunshine in between. 
The 5th was wet, a heavy band of rain sweeping through most parts, along with frequent showers. The 6th 
was cloudy, with showers becoming more persistent and intense through the day and isolated 
thunderstorms developing. At first on the 7th the showers were mainly in the south-west, with bright spells 
elsewhere, but showers became more widespread by the afternoon, some heavy with thunderstorms, with 
45.2 mm of rain at Magilligan (Londonderry). The 8th was breezy and wet, with showery rain continuing 
throughout, followed by a mixture of sunshine and showers on the 9th.  

10th to 21st  

The 10th remained mostly cloudy but with much fewer showers. Heavy rain on the morning of the 11th 
slowly cleared eastwards, followed by much brighter weather. After a sunny start on the 12th, a band of 
cloud and rain swept in by mid-morning, soon followed by sunshine and showers, some heavy and 
thundery, and strong winds with Orlock Head (Down) recording gusts to 45 mph. The 13th saw patchy rain, 
followed by a mixture of blustery showers and sunny spells into the afternoon. It was mostly cloudy on the 
14th, dry and fine in the north, but with rain pushing in from the south. Early fog in the north soon cleared 
on the 15th, then there was patchy rain at times, but with cloud breaking up in the afternoon. The 16th was 
cloudy and cool with some rain or drizzle, and temperatures struggling to only 13.1 °C at Altnahinch 
(Antrim). The 17th and 18th brought further patchy rain or drizzle, some mist and fog in the north lingering 
into the afternoons. The 19th again saw drizzle in places and north-coast mist, but also occasional sunny 
spells. Patchy rain at first on the 20th gave way to a more organised broad band of rain moving in from the 
south and west, heavy in places, but tending to fizzle out and fragment as it moved north-eastwards; 
exposed parts were breezy at times. A mild night, with Ballywatticock (Down) not falling below 15.3 °C, was 
followed by patchy rain at first on the 21st, becoming more organised and heavier by the afternoon.  

22nd to 31st  

On the 22nd isolated showers and early fog soon cleared from the north, and cloud broke up from midday 
leading to some longer spells of sunshine. The 23rd was mostly sunny, and became warmer, any fog and 
isolated showers soon clearing; some fair-weather cloud appeared for a time in the afternoon, before 
dissipating to allow further sunshine. The 24th was largely fine, sunny and warm. The 25th was similar, 
after isolated fog, though some cloud developed in the far north by late afternoon, Thomastown 
(Fermanagh) reaching a maximum of 25.9 °C and Aldergrove (Down) recording 12.6 hours of bright 
sunshine. The 26th saw cloud, mist and fog, lingering into the afternoon in places, but became brighter and 
warmer later, with a similar day to follow on the 27th. It was mainly sunny on the 28th, though cloud 
increased from late morning over northern and north-western counties. The 29th, 30th and 31st were all 
broadly cloudy but dry. 
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NOTABLE WEATHER ACROSS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  
 

There were no weather reports during August.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canal near Braunston 
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OUTLOOK FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 

High pressure is expected to be in charge across the UK at first. Most areas will see a continuation of dry 
weather with variable cloud and some spells of sunshine. Over the first weekend outbreaks of rain may 
start to spread to some southern and western areas, with mostly dry weather continuing elsewhere. 
Temperatures are likely to be close to average for most, but rather cool in eastern regions. Into the following 
week it is likely that an unsettled spell of weather will develop, bringing showers or longer spells of rain 
across many parts of the UK. The wettest conditions will probably be across northwestern areas with the 
driest weather in the south and southeast. Temperatures are likely to be near or a little above average. 

Confidence decreases towards the middle of the month, partly due to possible continued heightened 
tropical storm activity. However, there is an increasing signal for a more unsettled spell, the focus for this 
likely to be toward the west or northwest of the UK, with the south and southeast perhaps holding on to 
drier weather. These less settled conditions are likely to continue into the start of the third week, before a 
trend toward drier weather late in the month, especially across the south. Temperatures are likely to be 
near to or a little above average for the time of year. 

 

 

 

Source: The Met Office 

 

 

 

Norton.  
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SPECIAL REPORT: Extreme summer weather across 
Europe 

 
 
A low-pressure vortex circling over Europe and hemmed in by other weather fronts is what is believed to 
have triggered the catastrophic flooding in Germany and neighbouring counties. Meteorologists believe the 
intense weather system may have also caused the flash floods in London as well as heavy rainfall in 
surrounding areas. 
 
The low pressure appeared to have been held in place by adjacent weather systems, causing continuous 
and highly concentrated downpours. 

The Deutscher Wetterdienst, Germany's equivalent to the Met Office, said that the storms had been so bad 
because "Bernd" was "surrounded by high-pressure systems and was therefore unable to move on".  

What happened in London? 

The UK Met Office said the downpours that caused flooding in London were likely linked to the weather 
events in Europe. Grahame Madge, from the Met Office, said: "What tends to happen with these quite big 
country-scale features is that other weather patterns around them will be influenced. It's affected the flow 
over the UK and contributed to some of these intense showers." Madge said showers moving across 
southern areas of the UK began to converge, so mild spells of rain combined to make more intense 
downpours. 

"When there's heat and moisture in the system, that can lead to very heavy downpours. They're sporadic 
in nature and where they do occur, they can be very intense," Madge said. 
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Are extreme weather events becoming more frequent? 

Extreme weather events are hitting Europe more frequently as climate change warms the continent, experts 
agree. 2020 was Europe’s hottest year since records began over 300 years ago, according to analysis of 
global weather stations by Berkeley Earth, and eight of the 10 hottest ever years have been in the past 
decade.  The continent’s average temperature is now roughly 2C warmer than it was at the start of the 20th 
century - an increase that has come with a growth in extreme weather. For example, warmer air holds more 
water which, in turn, can lead to extreme downpours.  

One recent study by academics at the Institute for Technology in Zurich suggested that between 1981 and 
2013, Europe saw a 45 percent increase in the number of days with heavy rainfall compared to the previous 
30 years. This has coincided with a large increase in severe flooding events, which grew more than 
threefold between the Eighties and the 2000s.  
 
Flooding can also come from rising sea levels, particularly impacting low-lying areas of Europe, such as 
the Netherlands and Belgium. Globally, sea levels have increased by around 20cm since 1900 but this 
could jump to up to 80cm in Europe by the end of the century as global ice caps melt, according to the 
European Environment Agency (EEA).  

Meanwhile, data shows southern Europe has become drier and hotter, with droughts increasing since the 
1950s, and rivers  running lower during the summer months. Increased heat has also been attributed to 
forest fires in parts of the continent where they were previously rare. In 2018, more countries suffered forest 
fires than ever recorded before, including Sweden, which suffered the worst fires in the country’s modern 
history. 

 

A rescue boat is carried by a special purpose vehicle in the flooded Ehrang neighbourhood in Trier, western 
Germany  
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Is it linked to climate change? 

The German interior ministry has blamed global warming for the floods. 

Speaking with German tabloid Bild, Horst Seehofer said preparation for such events needed to be better 
as they were likely to be more frequent in future. "These extreme weather conditions are the consequences 
of climate change," Seehofer said. "We have to prepare much better for this, including when it comes to 
flood protection." 

Because a warmer atmosphere holds more water, climate change increases the risk and intensity of 
flooding from extreme rainfall. 

 

A shepherd surveys in his dead flock of goats following a devastating wildfire on Evia, Greece. 
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APPENDIX 1: Weather Centre Instrumentation 
 
The weather at Pitsford is recorded using a 
manned climate station (Met Office official data) 
and two automatic weather stations which upload 
data regularly to our website and smartphone 
apps.  The automatic weather stations are 
designed by Instromet Weather Systems Ltd and 
Davis. 
  
The following inventory indicates how the 
different aspects of weather are recorded.  
  
Temperature 
  
Electronic sensors (Instromet) positioned inside a 
Stevenson screen alongside sheathed pattern thermometers (dry, wet, maximum and minimum) which are 
used for calibration.  A second large pattern Stevenson screen contains a thermograph, hygrograph and a 
Piché evaporimeter.  Official Met Office temperature data is obtained using a Vaisala HMT temperature 
logger and sheathed pattern minimum thermometers.  
  
Solar Radiation  
  
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record solar radiation and UV radiation.  Electronic sunshine recorder 
(Instromet) calibrated against a UK Met Office Mk II Campbell-Stokes sunshine recorder records the hours 
and minutes of bright sunshine.   
  
Rainfall 
 
Electronic rainfall sensor (Instromet) calibrated against a standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge . Tilting 
siphon rainfall recorders with daily and weekly clocks. Official Met Office rainfall data is obtained manually 
using a 5” Met Office pattern raingauge.  
  
Wind Direction & Wind Speed  
  
Anemometer and wind vane (Instromet) calibrated against an analogue wind vane, totalising cup-counter 
anemometer.  Metcheck generator type anemometer and electrical wind vane.  
  
Atmospheric Pressure  
  
Electronic barometer (Davis VP2 Plus) calibrated against a Precision Aneroid Barometer.  Open-scale 
micro-barograph.  Fortin mercurial barometer (no longer in use)  
  
Surface Temperature 
  
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record the temperatures of a concrete slab and an artificial grass 
surface, also recording the instances of ground frost. The grass minimum temperature using a sheathed 
pattern minimum thermometer is recorded as official Met Office data.  
  
Lightning  
  
Boltek LD-250 lightning detector and Astrogenic software records the locations and severity of 
thunderstorms.   
  
Manual Observations 
  
Manual observations are made of visibility, cloud cover, state of the ground and snow depth.  
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APPENDIX 2:  
 
New 1991-2020 Climatological Averages for Pitsford 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year

Mean max (C) 7.3 7.9 10.5 13.8 17.0 20.1 22.3 21.8 18.8 14.5 10.2 7.4 14.3

Mean min (C) 1.5 1.5 2.8 4.8 7.5 10.3 12.3 12.3 10.0 7.4 4.2 2.2 6.4

Rainfall (mm) 53.6 42.7 40.1 41.5 52.2 51.0 50.9 56.5 58.4 65.4 60.5 56.0 628.8

Sunshine (hrs) 47.2 67.9 104.3 149.7 188.8 174.8 185.8 182.3 135.2 91.1 54.7 45.9 1427.7


