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Pitsford Weather Centre 

 
Pitsford Weather Centre is based at Pitsford School, 4 miles north of Northampton. The centre maintains 
the official Met Office climate station for Northampton, keeps a record of the county’s changing weather, 
publishes a monthly weather report as well as providing a weather forecast for the local area. Weather data 
is recorded by a combination of two automatic weather stations that are routinely calibrated against 
traditional instruments and a manual observation site that is used to record official observations. The site 
has kept a continuous record since 1998 and holds weather records for Northamptonshire as far back as 
1880.  

Official site name: Pitsford, Northampton 
DCNN station number: 4374 

Rainfall ID: 159590 
COL station number: 91012 

 
Registered Office 

 
Pitsford School 

Pitsford 
Northampton 

NN6 9AX 
 

Tel. 01604 880306 Extension 314 
Email. office@northantsweather.org 

Web. www.northantsweather.org 
 

Patrons 
 

  
 

Alex Deakin and Michael Fish MBE 
 

Centre Manager 
 

Mr M J Lewis 
 

ICT Technician 
 

Mr D Leach 
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Mrs J Robson 

 
  



Pitsford Weather Centre  – Monthly Weather Report – September 2021 

 3 

REVIEW OF THE MONTH  
 

 
 
Headline:  A quiet start with some very warm days by the second week.  A very wet day on the 14th, 
but otherwise fairly dry and settled. Turning cooler and more unsettled in the final week. 
 

September began with high pressure dominating the weather right across the UK.  This high maintained it 
influence right through to the second week. Initially, however, the centre of the high was positioned to the 
north-west and this encouraged somewhat cool and cloudy air to move in across the country from the North 
Sea.  Most days saw little or no sunshine.  However, there was a change from the 5th onwards as the 
centre of the high migrated towards first Scandinavia and then eastern Europe. This introduced warmer air 
from the south and temperatures climbed in some strong sunshine reaching 30.1C at Pitsford on the 7th. 
In fact, temperatures were high enough between the 6th and the 8th for a mini heatwave to be declared. 

The 9th saw a distinct change in the weather as a weak low and some occluded fronts drifted in from the 
Atlantic. The day started fine, but ended with some heavy and thundery showers. Low pressure remained 
on the scene for the next couple of days and produced further showers on the 10th.   

High pressure then developed across the UK on the 12th, although this time it would not have such a strong 
influence on the weather. Frontal systems continued to feed in showery rain across western areas, but 
across the county it did stay dry for a few days, albeit with a fair amount of cloud.  It remained reasonably 
warm with temperatures in the low 20s.  By the 14th, the high had retreated into the continent to allow more 
unsettled conditions to develop across the UK.  The county experienced some prolonged and, at times, 
heavy rain through the morning on the 14th which resulted in some localised flooding, but this rain gradually 
eased later in the day. A total of 16.8mm of rain fell from this storm at Pitsford.  Some weak occlusions 
drifted eastwards over the next few days, but the weather remained dry albeit cloudy.  Some cooler 
overnight temperatures started to produce some early morning mist and fog.  There was some good 
sunshine on the 18th, before more unsettled weather arrived on the 19th with more active frontal systems. 
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High pressure began to influence the weather across the UK from the south-west from the 20th bringing 

some good spells of sunshine. However, there were some chilly starts with some patchy mist and fog to 

start the day on the 22nd. With the sunshine came some warmer temperatures with temperatures typically 

climbing into the low 20s on most days. The high began to slip away to the south on the 25th and weak 

frontal systems introduced more cloud. In the days that followed towards the end of the month, low pressure 

came to dominate bringing more unsettled and distinctly autumnal weather marked by freshening winds, 

showers and longer spells of rain.  However, as frontal systems passed through there were some brighter, 

sunnier spells. Temperatures also began to fall away towards the end of the month with a first grass frost 

being recorded early on the 30th.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
Field of poppies near Wellingborough.  
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CLIMATOLOGICAL STATISTICS 

 
The following statistics constitute the station’s climatological record for September 2021. Statistics for air 
temperatures, grass minima and rainfall are calculated using data from the centre’s official Met Office 
monitoring site. All other statistics are derived from data logged by the automatic weather station.  
 

Summary for September 2021 
 
Statistics marked * are calculated from the station’s official Met Office record. Other records are calculated from automatic 
weather station data. Departures from the average are calculated based on new averages for 1991-2020. See appendix 2. 
 
 

Air Temperatures*:             

The Highest Maximum: 30.1 C on  07 at  14:56 

The Lowest Maximum: 13.9 C on  29 at  16:10 

The Highest Minimum: 16.0 C on  10 at  03:23 

The Lowest Minimum: 4.7 C on  29 at  02:12 

The Mean Maximum: 21.1 C         

The Mean Minimum: 10.9 C         

The Overall Mean: 16.0 C         

Difference from the Monthly Mean: +1.6 C         

              

Relative Humidity:             

Highest Relative Humidity: 100 % on 01 at  02:31 

Lowest Relative Humidity: 49 % on 08 at  15:20 

Mean Relative Humidity: 86.9 %         

              

Dew Point:             

The Highest Dew Point: 18.7 C on 06 at  13:20 

The Lowest Dew Point: 4.2 C on 30 at  02:50 

The Mean Dew Point: 12.9 C         

              

Rainfall*:             

Total: 52.6 mm         

Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 90.1 %         

Duration of Rainfall: 13.3 hrs         

Highest 24 hour fall (0900 to 0900): 16.9 mm on 28     

Rain Days (>/=0.2mm): 10           

Wet Days (>/=1.0mm): 9           

              

Sunshine:             

Total Duration of Bright Sunshine: 133.7 hrs         

Sunniest day: 13.3 hrs on 07     

No. of days without sunshine: 5           

Percentage of the Monthly Mean: 98.9 %         

              

The Highest Solar Radiation 867 W/m2 on 03 at  13:10 

The Highest UV Index 3.3   on 03 at  13:00 
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Pressure (reduced to sea level):             

The Highest Pressure: 1030.3 mb on 01 at  10:00 

The Lowest Pressure: 1002.9 mb on 26 at  08:14 

Mean Pressure: 1018 mb         

              

Winds             

Run of wind (mean over 24 hrs): 26.6 miles         

The Highest Average Wind Speed: 7.8 mph on 29 at 14:47 

Run of wind (cumulative): 797.2 miles         

Highest Maximum Gust: 26.6 mph on 29 at 15:05 

Bearing of Maximum Gust:  305           

No. of gusts of 50mph or more: 0           

The Average Daily Wind Speed: 1.1 mph         

              

Winds from the Following 
Directions: 

            

N 3           

NE 3           

E 3           

SE 4           

S 6           

SW 2           

W 5           

NW 4           

Calm 0           

              

Grass*              

Lowest Grass Minimum: -0.9 C on 29 at 06:40 

              

Concrete             

Lowest Concrete Minimum: 5.6 C on 30 at 02:20 

              

Evaporatranspiration: 55.17 mm         

              

Days with:             

Thunder: 1           

Hail <5mm: 0           

Hail >/=5mm: 0           

Snow or snow & rain: 0           

Snow lying: 0           

Fog: 2           

Air Frost: 0           

Duration of Air Frost: 0 hrs         

Ground Frost: 1           

Gales: 0           
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MET OFFICE OFFICIAL CLIMATOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Report Date / Time

Grass 

Temp.

Min. 

Temp. 

(last 24hr)

Max. 

Temp. 

(last 24hr)

Rainfall 

Accumulat

ion

02/09/2021 09:00 11.5 12 16.4 0.1

03/09/2021 09:00 12.6 12.6 17.2 0.1

04/09/2021 09:00 1.4 8 20.7 0

05/09/2021 09:00 7.6 11.6 21.3 0

06/09/2021 09:00 6.9 11.9 26.1 0

07/09/2021 09:00 8.1 13.3 28.4 0

08/09/2021 09:00 7.4 11.7 30.1 0

09/09/2021 09:00 8.3 14.3 29.5 tr

10/09/2021 09:00 13 15.5 24 2.3

11/09/2021 09:00 12.5 16 21.7 5.7

12/09/2021 09:00 6.8 12.1 21.9 0

13/09/2021 09:00 10.9 12.4 18.9 0

14/09/2021 09:00 9.9 12.5 20.6 4.6

15/09/2021 09:00 13.4 13.8 16 12.2

16/09/2021 09:00 4.5 9.9 19.2 0.1

17/09/2021 09:00 3.4 9.8 21.1 tr

18/09/2021 09:00 4.1 9.6 20.9 0.1

19/09/2021 09:00 6 11.1 23.5 tr

20/09/2021 09:00 3.9 8.6 19.3 0.2

21/09/2021 09:00 2.1 8 23.5 0

22/09/2021 09:00 2.1 8.8 19.9 0

23/09/2021 09:00 2.1 10.1 20.3 0

24/09/2021 09:00 3.4 8.9 22.7 tr

25/09/2021 09:00 9.8 14.3 23.2 0

26/09/2021 09:00 6 12 22 0

27/09/2021 09:00 7.7 11.5 22.1 4.4

28/09/2021 09:00 3.1 11.4 16.5 1.9

29/09/2021 09:00 4.2 6.5 17.7 16.9

30/09/2021 09:00 -0.9 4.7 14.2 1.1

01/10/2021 09:00 3 5.2 13.9 2.9
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DAILY WEATHER LOG 

   
A daily summary of the weather recorded at Pitsford Weather Centre during September 2021.  Note 
that the temperature and rainfall statistics are derived from the automatic weather station log and 
are not official figures apart from the extreme values for temperature and rainfall where Met Office 
official data has been substituted. 
 
1st: Continuing cloudy. Largely dry, although some spells of light rain or drizzle through the afternoon. 
Max. 16.9 °C Min. 12.0 °C Rain tr mm Gust 11.9 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 
 
2nd: Another day without any sunshine, but remaining generally dry. Max. 17.8 °C Min. 13.5 °C Rain 0.0 
mm Gust 11.4 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 
 
3rd: A dry day with limited amounts of sunshine. Feeling warmer than of late through the afternoon. Max. 
21.3 °C Min. 9.9 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 7.8 mph Sunshine 2.0 hrs 
 
4th: Remaining cloudy, but dry. Max. 21.4 °C Min. 12.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 7.8 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 
 
5th: A warm day with prolonged spells of sunshine. Max. 25.8 °C Min. 13.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 9.6 mph 
Sunshine 11.5 hrs 
 
6th: A misty start, but an otherwise fine day with good spells of sunshine. Becoming very warm by late 
afternoon and with temperatures topping those throughout August. Max. 27.5 °C Min. 14.8 °C Rain 0.0 
mm Gust 3.6 mph Sunshine 8.2 hrs 
 
7th: Another hot day with largely unbroken sunshine and just a light breeze. Max. 30.1 °C Min. 13.4 °C 
Rain 0.0 mm Gust 5.8 mph Sunshine 13.3 hrs 
 
8th: Continuing hot. Some initial mist clearing quickly to prolonged spells of sunshine. Max. 29.4 °C Min. 
15.3 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 19.5 mph Sunshine 12.5 hrs 
 
9th: A cooler day. Some spells of sunshine, but heavy and thundery showers breaking out through the 
afternoon and evening. Max. 22.5 °C Min. 15.8 °C Rain 1.6 mm Gust 14.3 mph Sunshine 1.6 hrs 
 
10th: Heavy shower through the morning, but then generally dry until late evening. Further showers 
overnight. Max. 21.3 °C Min. 16.0 °C Rain 0.9 mm Gust 6.5 mph Sunshine 0.3 hrs 
 
11th: A fine day. Dry with some spells of sunshine. Max. 22.2 °C Min. 12.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 12.3 
mph Sunshine 3.3 hrs 
 
12th: A dry day, but remaining very cloudy. Max. 18.9 °C Min. 12.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 8.1 mph 
Sunshine 0.7 hrs 
 
13th: Continuing rather grey and cloudy, but dry. Max. 20.5 °C Min. 12.6 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 8.5 mph 
Sunshine 0.3 hrs 
 
14th: Prolonged and heavy rain through the morning, easing off to drizzle later. Max. 16.1 °C Min. 13.7 °C 
Rain 11.3 mm Gust 9.8 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 
 
15th: Dry through the day and cloudy, although some spells of sunshine coming through by late 
afternoon. Max. 19.2 °C Min. 11.0 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 7.4 mph Sunshine 2.9 hrs 
 
16th: Early morning mist clearing to a dry day with spells of sunshine. Max. 21.5 °C Min. 11.0 °C Rain 0.0 
mm Gust 5.1 mph Sunshine 5.5 hrs 
 
17th: Early morning mist and fog quickly clearing to reveal a fine day. Mainly cloudy, but with some 
limited spells of sunshine. Max. 20.0 °C Min. 10.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 6.9 mph Sunshine 1.8 hrs 
 
18th: A fine day with some pleasant morning sunshine and feeling warmer than of late. Clouding over 
later but remaining dry. Max. 22.6 °C Min. 12.4 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 4.3 mph Sunshine 3.8 hrs 
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19th: A few light showers to start the day, but otherwise dry. Remaining generally cloudy with just some 
occasional brighter spells. Max. 18.7 °C Min. 9.5 °C Rain 0.1 mm Gust 8.7 mph Sunshine 0.5 hrs 
 
20th: Dry with good spells of sunshine. Max. 19.1 °C Min. 9.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 8.3 mph Sunshine 
6.7 hrs 
 
21st: A chilly start, but an otherwise fine day with some good spells of autumnal sunshine. Max. 19.8 °C 
Min. 9.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 8.5 mph Sunshine 7.2 hrs 
 
22nd: Early morning patchy mist and fog clearing to leave a fine day with prolonged spells of sunshine. 
Max. 20.8 °C Min. 10.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 12.3 mph Sunshine 11.8 hrs 
 
23rd: Continuing fine and dry with good spells of sunshine. Visibility good from the outset. Max. 22.7 °C 
Min. 9.5 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 20.1 mph Sunshine 8.8 hrs 
 
24th: A dry day, becoming warm with spells of sunshine. Max. 23.4 °C Min. 14.7 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 
10.7 mph Sunshine 3.6 hrs 
 
25th: Continuing dry. Some spells of sunshine, but generally rather cloudy. Feeling humid, especially 
through the morning. Max. 20.5 °C Min. 12.8 °C Rain 0.0 mm Gust 6.7 mph Sunshine 2.9 hrs 
 
26th: Another fine day with prolonged spells of warm sunshine. Showery outbreaks of rain first thing on 
the 27th. Max. 21.6 °C Min. 15.1 °C Rain 0.8 mm Gust 21.3 mph Sunshine 8.0 hrs 
 
27th: A sharp shower mid afternoon, but an otherwise dry day with spells of sunshine. Early rain clearing 
before 10am. Max. 17.3 °C Min. 8.9 °C Rain 0.7 mm Gust 23.5 mph Sunshine 6.3 hrs 
 
28th: Dry throughout much of the day with spells of sunshine. Clouding over later with showery rain 
during the early evening. Observations not available. 
 
29th: Dry throughout the day with good spells of sunshine. Outbreaks of rain early on the 30th. Max. 13.9 
°C Min. 4.7 °C Rain 0.7 mm Gust 26.6 mph Sunshine 8.7 hrs 
 
30th: Dry through the morning. Showers and outbreaks of rain through the evening and overnight. Max. 
15.6 °C Min. 10.7 °C Rain 1.3 mm Gust 26.6 mph Sunshine 0.0 hrs 
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DAILY HIGHS AND LOWS – SEPTEMBER 2021  

 
The following table presents the maximum and minimum values for all weather elements recorded by the 
automatic weather station. The maximum and minimum values for temperature and rainfall December deviate 
from the official Met Office climatological observations presented earlier. However, regular calibration of the 
sensors is carried out against standard pattern instruments to ensure that they remain as accurate as possible.  
The reset time for daily readings is standard at 0900 GMT. Permission to use the data for commercial purposes 
must be sought in writing from the centre manager, Pitsford Weather Centre, Pitsford School, Moulton Lane, 
Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AX.  
 

  
 

 
 
 

Date

High wind 

gust (mph)

Bearing of 

high gust 

(°)

Time of 

high gust

Minimum 

temp (C) 

Time of 

Minimum 

temp

Maximum 

temp (C)

Time of 

max temp

01/09/2021 11.9 355 20:33 12 06:11 16.9 16:19

02/09/2021 11.4 358 16:12 13.5 10:00 17.8 15:28

03/09/2021 7.8 2 22:10 9.9 05:21 21.3 15:11

04/09/2021 7.8 23 07:21 12 05:09 21.4 16:05

05/09/2021 9.6 15 13:18 13.6 06:49 25.8 17:28

06/09/2021 3.6 181 12:56 14.8 06:27 27.5 15:19

07/09/2021 5.8 130 16:07 13.4 06:15 29.6 14:56

08/09/2021 19.5 140 14:15 15.3 06:23 29.4 15:17

09/09/2021 14.3 161 16:42 15.8 04:12 22.5 15:49

10/09/2021 6.5 287 18:34 16.1 03:23 21.3 17:20

11/09/2021 12.3 220 15:58 12.6 06:26 22.2 14:33

12/09/2021 8.1 51 02:48 12.5 06:39 18.9 16:17

13/09/2021 8.5 71 20:55 12.6 05:17 20.5 15:06

14/09/2021 9.8 358 04:03 13.7 06:02 16.1 13:41

15/09/2021 7.4 293 14:28 11 04:07 19.2 18:11

16/09/2021 5.1 243 16:17 11 06:29 21.5 14:03

17/09/2021 6.9 121 14:03 10.8 07:19 20 13:57

18/09/2021 4.3 127 10:58 12.4 04:57 22.6 15:53

19/09/2021 8.7 311 23:42 9.5 06:18 18.7 17:21

20/09/2021 8.3 344 12:45 9.5 02:50 19.1 16:21

21/09/2021 8.5 306 16:51 9.5 07:23 19.8 16:18

22/09/2021 13.4 257 09:22 10.7 06:49 20.8 15:29

23/09/2021 20.1 308 12:57 9.5 07:00 22.7 16:16

24/09/2021 10.7 276 18:39 14.7 10:00 23.4 16:14

25/09/2021 6.7 138 20:41 12.8 06:56 20.5 14:23

26/09/2021 24.8 269 08:48 11.4 09:45 21.6 15:14

27/09/2021 23.5 267 15:28 8.9 04:15 17.3 14:39

28/09/2021 22.6 130 14:44 6.7 07:14 17.2 12:57

29/09/2021 26.6 305 15:05 6.3 02:12 13.8 16:10

30/09/2021 26.6 212 15:10 10.7 10:00 15.6 04:14
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Where no rainfall is recorded, the station returns a default time of 09:00 (GMT) or 10:00 (BST). 

 
 
 
 

Date

Minimum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

min 

pressure

Maximum 

pressure 

(mb)

Time of 

max 

pressure

Maximum 

rainfall  

rate 

(mm/hr)

Time of 

max 

rainfall  

rate

Total 

rainfall  

(mm)

01/09/2021 1028 09:06 1030.3 10:00 0 10:00 0

02/09/2021 1022.5 06:22 1028.5 10:18 0 10:00 0

03/09/2021 1019.3 05:22 1023 10:45 0 10:00 0

04/09/2021 1018.3 17:24 1021.4 09:54 0 10:00 0

05/09/2021 1020.3 17:18 1023.2 09:28 0 10:00 0

06/09/2021 1021.6 05:45 1023.4 10:45 0 10:00 0

07/09/2021 1015.8 09:55 1022.2 10:04 0 10:00 0

08/09/2021 1009.9 05:42 1015.9 10:03 0 10:00 0

09/09/2021 1009 17:22 1011.6 09:52 13.2 09:26 5.7

10/09/2021 1011.5 10:00 1016.9 09:53 3.6 10:00 0.9

11/09/2021 1016.5 13:43 1019.7 09:49 0 10:00 0

12/09/2021 1018.9 17:26 1020.5 00:56 0 10:00 0

13/09/2021 1013.8 09:17 1020 10:00 9.6 09:23 4.6

14/09/2021 1012.8 16:29 1015.6 09:51 24 10:43 11.3

15/09/2021 1015.5 10:00 1018.3 09:31 0 10:00 0

16/09/2021 1015 05:31 1018.5 10:56 0 10:00 0

17/09/2021 1013.8 17:17 1015.8 09:17 0 10:00 0

18/09/2021 1013.8 03:33 1015.7 10:33 0 10:00 0

19/09/2021 1015.4 10:00 1022.4 09:50 1.2 10:38 0.1

20/09/2021 1022.2 10:03 1029 09:58 0 10:00 0

21/09/2021 1026.5 04:24 1029.2 10:03 0 10:00 0

22/09/2021 1019.1 06:56 1027.2 10:02 0 10:00 0

23/09/2021 1016.2 06:25 1019.9 10:00 0 10:00 0

24/09/2021 1014.6 16:06 1016.5 10:13 0 10:00 0

25/09/2021 1011.9 05:17 1016.1 10:21 0 10:00 0

26/09/2021 1002.9 08:14 1013.1 10:37 4.8 08:32 2.2

27/09/2021 1007.1 10:01 1017.9 02:05 6 15:30 0.7

28/09/2021 1011.1 20:19 1017.7 09:53 19.2 19:53 14.4

29/09/2021 1017.6 10:00 1024 23:26 3.6 05:52 1

30/09/2021 1007.8 06:18 1019.3 10:00 1.2 16:15 1.3
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Date

Avg temp 

for the day 

(C)

Total wind 

run 

(miles)

Highest 

avg wind 

speed 

(mph)

Time of 

high avg 

wind 

speed

Lowest 

humidity 

(%)

Time of 

low 

humidity

Highest 

humidity 

(%)

01/09/2021 14.3 51.3 4.2 15:44 78 16:38 100

02/09/2021 15.3 39.2 4.2 16:18 77 15:28 100

03/09/2021 14.9 27.4 3.7 14:46 66 15:12 100

04/09/2021 16.2 14.8 2.7 11:10 74 16:10 100

05/09/2021 19.2 5.5 3.3 11:39 63 15:50 100

06/09/2021 21 0.5 0.7 14:59 62 15:41 100

07/09/2021 21.3 4.9 2 15:42 59 15:10 99

08/09/2021 21.5 18.4 3.9 15:26 49 15:20 100

09/09/2021 18.4 24.5 4.1 18:07 83 13:02 100

10/09/2021 17.8 12.6 3.1 18:33 85 17:16 100

11/09/2021 16.5 13.5 3.7 15:01 63 14:24 100

12/09/2021 15.8 17.5 4.1 02:27 75 12:12 100

13/09/2021 15.9 17.4 2.8 21:42 70 14:36 100

14/09/2021 14.8 23.2 3.9 20:23 99 01:58 100

15/09/2021 14.7 11 3.3 14:34 73 15:29 100

16/09/2021 15.6 5.9 2.1 14:49 69 16:38 100

17/09/2021 15.7 6.5 2.4 14:16 72 13:56 100

18/09/2021 17 2.4 1.4 13:14 72 15:24 100

19/09/2021 14.1 33 4.8 08:45 74 18:18 100

20/09/2021 14.1 26 4.7 16:07 68 16:41 100

21/09/2021 14.3 9 3.5 10:36 69 15:30 100

22/09/2021 14.8 22.2 5.2 09:19 71 15:34 100

23/09/2021 15.6 26.3 5.2 13:06 64 15:10 100

24/09/2021 17.9 17.2 3.5 15:23 72 10:37 100

25/09/2021 16.2 7.8 3.4 20:38 83 16:11 100

26/09/2021 17.2 78 6.8 08:49 80 12:02 100

27/09/2021 12 57.9 7.3 15:29 100 10:00 100

28/09/2021 11.5 62.1 5.9 09:42 97 06:18 100

29/09/2021 9.9 58.7 7.8 14:47 61 16:26 100

30/09/2021 14.4 102.5 6.8 14:06 85 09:41 100
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd:   
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Date

Time of 

high 

humidity

Total 

sunshine 

(hrs)

High heat 

index (C)

Time of 

high heat 

index

High app 

temp (C)

Time of 

high app 

temp

Low app 

temp (C)

01/09/2021 02:31 0 16.9 16:19 17.8 16:18 11.8

02/09/2021 00:50 0 17.8 15:28 18.5 15:19 13.6

03/09/2021 23:53 2 21.3 15:11 22.4 15:13 9.9

04/09/2021 04:05 0 21.4 16:05 23.8 16:05 12.4

05/09/2021 05:06 11.5 25.8 17:28 29.5 17:28 14.7

06/09/2021 01:48 8.2 29.5 15:19 31.7 15:19 16.3

07/09/2021 07:11 13.3 32.6 15:06 34.1 14:55 14.2

08/09/2021 02:56 12.5 30.8 14:28 32.1 14:31 17

09/09/2021 13:16 1.6 22.5 15:49 25.9 15:49 17.4

10/09/2021 10:00 0.3 21.3 17:20 23.9 17:23 17.8

11/09/2021 02:01 3.3 22.2 14:33 23.9 13:12 13.3

12/09/2021 06:32 0.7 18.9 16:17 20.7 16:17 12.9

13/09/2021 02:24 0.3 20.5 15:06 22.1 15:06 13.3

14/09/2021 10:00 0 16.1 13:41 18.1 13:44 14.3

15/09/2021 10:00 2.9 19.2 18:11 21.1 18:11 11.3

16/09/2021 10:00 5.5 21.5 14:03 23.9 14:03 11.3

17/09/2021 01:34 1.8 20 13:57 21.4 16:05 11.1

18/09/2021 10:00 3.8 22.6 15:53 25.4 15:53 13.1

19/09/2021 11:01 0.5 18.7 17:21 20.3 17:21 8.8

20/09/2021 02:07 6.7 19.1 16:21 19.8 17:50 9.2

21/09/2021 23:44 7.2 19.8 16:18 21.4 16:18 9.4

22/09/2021 01:30 11.8 20.8 15:29 22.6 15:32 10.4

23/09/2021 01:19 8.8 22.7 16:16 24.5 16:16 9.2

24/09/2021 22:04 3.6 23.4 16:14 26.5 16:13 15.4

25/09/2021 10:00 2.9 20.5 14:23 23.3 14:23 13.6

26/09/2021 10:00 8 21.6 15:14 25.4 14:32 10.4

27/09/2021 10:00 6.3 17.3 14:39 18.8 14:39 8.3

28/09/2021 10:00 1.5 17.2 12:57 18.2 12:15 5.1

29/09/2021 10:00 8.7 13.8 16:10 13.5 14:37 4.8

30/09/2021 15:35 0 15.6 04:14 16.1 00:44 9.6
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Daily Highs and Lows ctd: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date

Time of 

low app 

temp

High 

hourly 

rain (mm)

Time of 

high 

hourly 

rain

Low wind 

chill  (C)

Time of 

low wind 

chill

Dominant 

wind dir 

(°)

01/09/2021 06:29 0 10:00 12 06:11 355

02/09/2021 10:00 0 10:00 13.5 10:00 14

03/09/2021 05:21 0 10:00 9.9 05:21 29

04/09/2021 05:24 0 10:00 12 05:09 55

05/09/2021 06:50 0 10:00 13.6 06:49 73

06/09/2021 06:27 0 10:00 14.8 06:27 156

07/09/2021 06:34 0 10:00 13.4 06:15 127

08/09/2021 06:51 0 10:00 15.3 06:23 104

09/09/2021 04:31 3.9 09:57 15.8 04:12 158

10/09/2021 03:28 4.7 10:15 16.1 03:23 239

11/09/2021 06:38 0 10:00 12.6 06:26 253

12/09/2021 07:03 0 10:00 12.5 06:39 54

13/09/2021 04:17 3.9 09:44 12.6 05:17 73

14/09/2021 05:03 8.1 11:28 13.7 06:02 339

15/09/2021 04:07 0 10:00 11 04:07 299

16/09/2021 06:29 0 10:00 11 06:29 252

17/09/2021 07:19 0 10:00 10.8 07:19 171

18/09/2021 04:57 0 10:00 12.4 04:57 146

19/09/2021 06:42 0 10:00 9.5 06:18 319

20/09/2021 04:04 0 10:00 9.5 02:50 337

21/09/2021 07:30 0 10:00 9.5 07:23 303

22/09/2021 07:07 0 10:00 10.7 06:49 240

23/09/2021 07:07 0 10:00 9.5 07:00 270

24/09/2021 10:09 0 10:00 14.7 10:00 250

25/09/2021 07:00 0 10:00 12.8 06:56 142

26/09/2021 09:47 1.4 08:37 10.7 09:16 160

27/09/2021 04:06 0.6 15:37 8.9 04:15 202

28/09/2021 07:22 6.8 20:14 6.2 07:22 189

29/09/2021 03:01 0.5 06:22 6.3 02:12 274

30/09/2021 10:02 0.3 00:38 10.3 10:02 175
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UK WEATHER REVIEW  
 
September 2021  
 
The spell of settled weather was broken around the 8th when there were thunderstorms in very warm and 
humid air. Damage was caused in Eastbourne on the 10th due to a lightning strike, and some trains to and 
from Hastings were disrupted due to signalling issues caused by lightning. In the south-west there were 
some reports of surface water flooding. There were reports of flooding in Flintshire, and across parts of the 
Wirral where some schools were forced to close.  
 
In the East of England there were reports of flooding on the 14th, affecting the A414 in Harlow, one road 
in Hinxton, and the entrance to Cambridge railway station, as well as property flooding in Kings Lynn. In 
London there were reports of flooding around Tower Bridge, and long delays on the Piccadilly line, the 
District line, the A41, and the A406 North Circular. There were also reports of flooding at Peckham Rye, 
and the Blackwall Tunnel was closed due to flooding.  
 
On the 19th in Norfolk a person was rescued from a car stranded in floodwater. The main road through 
Melford (Essex) was impassable, and parts of Sudbury were flooded due to heavy rain.  
 
On the 27th in Scotland, one lane of the M8 West Street on-ramp was closed due to flooding. There were 
reports of flooding on the A469 in Wales on the 27th, and a tornado was observed in Humberston 
(Lincolnshire), damaging some homes and vehicles. The following day had reports of standing water 
around Swansea and at junction 43 of the M4. On the 30th trains were delayed at Talerddig and North 
Llanrwst due to speed reductions imposed due to wet conditions. Elsewhere, fallen trees blocked roads 
and railway lines across parts of the east and south-east of England, including London 
 
 
Source: The Met Office 
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UK WEATHER DIARY  
 
England 

1st to 8th  

It was generally cloudy on the 1st, with patchy light rain for eastern coastal counties. The 2nd was overcast 
for all parts too, with patchy rain or drizzle over the south-east, cloud breaking in the north-west later on. 
The 3rd was again cloudy, though remaining mostly dry, with cloud tending to break in southern areas 
during the morning. The 4th was brighter in the south-west, but mostly cloudy elsewhere with patchy rain 
or drizzle in some areas. Any mist and fog soon cleared to give a fine, bright and warmer day on the 5th, 
though with rain pushing into the far north-east in the evening. The 6th began cloudy for many, with 
widespread mist or fog patches along with patchy rain in the east, generally clearing by the afternoon to 
give warm sunshine except in the far north. After any early mist or fog patches, the 7th was sunny and very 
warm, though some cloud encroached into the south-west by late afternoon, Hartpury College 
(Gloucestershire) warmest with a maximum of 30.8 °C. It was a warm night, with a minimum of 20.2 °C at 
Hastings (East Sussex), then mostly sunny on the 8th, warm and locally hot, but rain and isolated 
thunderstorms pushed into the south-west, quickly weakening, and further thunderstorms moved into the 
south east by dusk, with cloud continuing to spread north-eastwards but most northern and eastern areas 
remaining sunny.  

9th to 19th  

Many areas began wet on the 9th, with heavy showery rain, though the Midlands and south-east began 
the day fine; some thunderstorms developed in northern areas, while the east remained brightest and 
warmest. The 10th was mostly cloudy with some showers, locally thundery in the east, but also sunny 
spells, especially in the north-east. The 11th saw some sunshine, but also patchy rain or drizzle in some 
areas. The south-east began fine on the 12th, but it was mostly cloudy elsewhere with isolated mist or fog 
patches, and patchy rain in places; cloud thickened in the afternoon with more organised rain pushing into 
the north-west. Rain and drizzle in western areas on the 13th, reaching central counties at times, was 
occasionally heavy over the north-west, while East Anglia and parts of the south-east were fine and bright, 
with further rain spreading later into the south-west. Fog in parts of the south-west on the 14th lasted until 
late morning, while rain over the rest of the country moved north and east through the day, turning 
particularly heavy across the east Midlands and East Anglia in the afternoon, but clearing most parts by 
evening. Many areas began cloudy on the 15th, with drizzly rain in some central parts, though 
north western areas were brighter, and most places saw some sunshine later. Much of the south started 
foggy on the 16th, but it became largely sunny and quite warm everywhere. After another foggy start in the 
south on the 17th, most areas were bright, but cloud increased in the west with rain into westernmost 
counties from early afternoon. The north-west was cloudy with some rain on the 18th, after isolated patches 
of early fog, with drier and brighter weather further south and east, and the odd heavy shower; it was quite 
warm. Bands of cloud and fragmented rain pushed eastwards during the 19th, while western areas were 
brightest.  

20th to 26th  

The 20th saw sunshine for most areas, though south-eastern areas remained mostly cloudy with isolated 
showers. The 21st started mostly cloudy, any scattered mist or fog patches clearing by midday, with sunny 
spells for many by the afternoon, especially in the south. The 22nd was breezier for some, but with further 
sunshine especially towards the south-east. There was more cloud on the 23rd, with isolated patchy rain 
or drizzle, although the sun broke through in some central and southern areas. The 24th was a warm day, 
with sunshine in south-eastern areas, but with more cloud and breeze further north and west bringing 
patchy rain or drizzle at times. It was rather cloudy on the 25th, with fog in places clearing by midday, 
patchy rain or drizzle at times, but some sunny spells developing in the afternoon, and remaining warm. 
Central and north-eastern areas were fine and bright on the 26th following some early mist or fog, with 
more cloud elsewhere giving isolated showers and sunny intervals.  

27th to 30th  

After a dry start in the east on the 27th, rain across the bulk of the country, heavy in places, moved quickly 
east during the morning, then it brightened up but with scattered blustery showers spreading eastwards, 
and isolated thunderstorms in the south during the afternoon; it was windy with Needles (Wight) reporting 
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gusts to 74 mph. After a bright start in the east on the 28th, rain or showers elsewhere spread east during 
the day, turning persistent and heavy across most parts, with isolated thunderstorms during the afternoon 
in the south, White Barrow (Devon) recording 76.6 mm of rainfall, and it was much cooler too with Pennerley 
(Shropshire) reaching only 10.8 °C. The 29th was much brighter, with scattered showers across the west 
spreading to central and eastern counties in the afternoon. After a cold night, Kielder Castle 
(Northumberland) falling to 0.7 °C, the 30th became wet and windy with showers or longer spells of rain, 
heavy at times, for all parts.  

Wales  

1st to 8th  

The 1st was dull and overcast, and the 2nd was mostly cloudy although the sun eventually broke through 
late in the afternoon. The 3rd began mostly overcast, with just the odd spot of rain or drizzle in places, but 
brighter spells developed in some southern and south-eastern counties during the afternoon. The 4th was 
dry, with the best of the sunshine in the southeast. The 5th was dry, warm, and mostly sunny, after any 
mist and low cloud had cleared. Scattered mist and fog patches early on the 6th cleared, leaving plentiful 
sunshine and a very warm day. The 7th was sunny, and very warm or locally hot, Gogerddan (Dyfed) 
recording a maximum temperature of 30.7 °C. The warmth continued overnight into the 8th, with Aberporth 
(Dyfed) recording a minimum of 20.5 °C, then the north started sunny before cloud spread from the south, 
giving a mixture of sunny spells and heavy showers, with thunder in places, and it was again very warm.  

9th to 18th  

It was wet with heavy rain in parts of the south early on the 9th, the rain pushing northwards and fragmenting 
to give heavy and thundery showers with sunny spells at times. Much of the 10th was cloudy, with isolated 
fog patches lingering until midday, and rain or showers continuing throughout the day, becoming heavier 
in the afternoon. On the 11th, northern parts were cloudy with rain or drizzle continuing in places, but central 
and southern areas were brighter and drier. The 12th was mostly cloudy, with rain soon pushing into the 
west, patchy at first but more organised by the afternoon. The 13th started dull, with rain and drizzle, this 
soon turning patchy and clearing northwards, but further rain moved into the south-west in the afternoon, 
spreading north and east to most counties by early evening. Rain in the east cleared away by midday on 
the 14th, then it became brighter with occasional showers. Fog early on the 15th in some central and 
northern counties quickly cleared, then all areas were fine, though some cloud bubbled up later. Some fog 
was seen in southern parts on the morning of the 16th, which was otherwise a fine day. After a bright start 
on the 17th, cloud increased with patchy rain affecting western and central areas from early afternoon 
onwards. The 18th started with patchy rain, with heavier and more persistent rain developing later.  

19th to 26th  

A band of cloud and patchy rain crossed eastwards through the morning of the 19th, followed by long spells 
of sunshine with the odd shower. After a chilly night, St Harmon (Powys) falling to 1.9 °C, the 20th was 
mostly dry and sunny after any early fog patches. The 21st was dry with sunny spells. The 22nd saw more 
cloud and a breeze, with patchy light rain in places. The 23rd started cloudy for many areas, with some 
patchy rain, and was windy in exposed spots, but it was increasingly sunny by the afternoon for most. The 
24th was mainly dry, bright and warm. The 25th was rather cloudier, with some patchy rain or drizzle, and 
sunny spells developing near the north coast. After some early brightness in the north, the 26th was mostly 
cloudy with isolated showers, and windy in exposed locations.  

27th to 30th  

Widespread, locally heavy, rain early on the 27th, cleared during the morning, then it was brighter with 
scattered showers, and isolated thunderstorms in the early afternoon. The 28th was very wet, with 
widespread, locally heavy, and persistent rain, and unseasonably cold with temperatures at Sennybridge 
(Powys) struggling to only 10.8 °C. The 29th was a day of sunshine and scattered showers. The 30th was 
wet and windy, with showers and spells of rain, heavy at times, affecting all parts through the day, 
Treherbert and Mumbles (both Mid-Glamorgan) recording 70.8 mm of rain and 58 mph gusts respectively.  
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Scotland  

1st to 8th 

The 1st was a fine and warm day, with sunshine in most areas but cloudier in the north and east. The west 
began sunny on the 2nd, with cloud elsewhere dissolving by mid-afternoon. The 3rd was cloudier, with the 
odd spot of rain or drizzle in places, brighter in the Northern Isles for a time, and cloud tending to break 
over central and western parts during the afternoon. The 4th was rather cloudy with some patchy rain or 
drizzle. The 5th started mostly cloudy with isolated showers, but brighter further south, with heavy rain soon 
spreading from the west to all parts. Most areas were cloudy on the 6th, with patchy rain or drizzle most 
persistent in central and southern areas. After a mild night, Grangemouth (Stirlingshire) recording an 
overnight minimum of 17.2 °C, the 7th was fine, isolated mist or fog patches soon clearing to give a fine 
warm afternoon in the south, but remaining cloudier further north-west. Most areas were sunny and very 
warm on the 8th, Floors Castle (Roxburghshire) reaching 29.1 °C, but further north and west it was cloudier 
with rain in places, some heavy and thundery.  

9th to 19th  

The 9th was a wet day, with bands of heavy and thundery rain pushing northwards through the morning, 
lingering in the west and the far north, followed by showers and occasional sunny spells. There were sunny 
spells and scattered showers on the 10th, after early mist and fog patches, with heavy rain developing late 
and continuing overnight, particularly in northern and eastern areas. Northern areas continued wet on the 
11th, the rain heavy in places and lingering in the far north and Northern Isles, but further south it was 
brighter with just patchy rain at times. The 12th was mostly cloudy and cooler, with some rain or drizzle in 
places, but brighter spells at times. The 13th began cloudy, with occasional rain and drizzle at first, but 
sunny spells developed in many areas, with isolated showers breaking out in western and southern parts. 
The 14th was generally overcast, with rain spreading northwards through the day, but becoming lighter and 
patchier in the afternoon. The 15th started cloudy for most, with early fog patches in some areas soon 
clearing, and brighter spells developing, especially in the south-west, but scattered showers over western 
parts spreading eastwards during the afternoon. After patchy rain cleared the north-east during the morning 
of the 16th it was generally fine, but cloud increased from the west in the afternoon with patchy rain for 
central and southern parts and more persistent and locally heavy rain across the west. Most areas started 
with rain on the 17th, this rain tending to die out into the afternoon, but further rain moved into the west and 
became heavy and persistent by evening. Most areas were cloudy on the 18th, with heavy rain pushing 
into the Western Isles and far west in the morning, and scattered showers elsewhere, then further heavy 
rain developing in central areas overnight. The 19th began cloudy and wet, with heavy rain in parts of the 
north-east, followed by sunny spells and showers.  

20th to 25th  

Southern and eastern areas started sunny on the 20th, while other areas were cloudier and breezy with 
some rain, this cloud spreading to most parts by the afternoon. The 21st was mostly cloudy, with isolated 
showers in the Northern Isles, patchy rain affecting some northern parts with strong winds in the north-
west, but increasingly sunny in the afternoon, and warm in the east. The 22nd saw rain, after early sunshine 
in the east, with heavy rain spreading south-eastwards and strong winds in exposed areas. After sunshine 
for a time in the north, the 23rd was mostly cloudy, with cloud and rain pushing in, becoming locally heavy 
in the far north and Northern Isles, and strong winds in exposed parts, Fair Isle (Shetland) recording gusts 
to 69 mph. The 24th was rather cloudy and breezy in western areas with light rain at times, but brighter 
and warmer further east. Showery rain affected western areas at times on the 25th, which was cloudy for 
most areas but with some sunshine in the north-east during the afternoon.  

26th to 30th  

The 26th was cloudy and windy, with showery rain at first, but some brightness in the east, followed by 
heavy rain spreading in from the west, giving a fall of 37.4 mm at Tyndrum (Perthshire). The 27th was much 
cooler, with widespread and sometimes heavy rain clearing eastwards, replaced by brighter conditions but 
with showers becoming widespread and locally heavy, and a few thunderstorms across the south late in 
the afternoon, and temperatures at Strathy East (Sutherland) reaching only 9.8 °C. Western areas had 
showers from the start on the 28th, becoming heavy and prolonged with isolated thunderstorms in the 
afternoon; other areas began fine, but rain spreading into southern and central areas during the morning 
and persisting until evening late into the day. The east began fine and bright on the 29th, but showers 
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across the west and south spread eastwards to all parts by the afternoon. A cold night followed, Aboyne 
(Aberdeenshire) falling to -1.4 °C, and the 30th became wet and windy with showers and spells of rain, 
heavy at times, affecting all parts throughout.  

Northern Ireland  

1st to 7th  

All areas began cloudy on the 1st but turned brighter by midday. Fog in western parts cleared by late 
morning on the 2nd, then it was mostly cloudy, but with breaks developing from the east by late afternoon. 
The 3rd and 4th were mostly overcast, with just the odd spot of drizzle in places. After early sunshine on 
the 5th, heavy rain arrived in the west by the afternoon and persisted until late. The 6th brought patchy rain 
or drizzle to some places, with occasional breaks in the cloud giving some sunny spells. After a very mild 
start to the 7th, Castlederg (Tyrone) and Magilligan (Londonderry) both having not fallen below 16.7 °C 
overnight, isolated mist or fog patches soon cleared to give a mainly sunny and warm afternoon.  

8th to 18th  

The 8th saw some sunny spells, and it was very warm, with showers and fragmented rain pushing 
northwards through the day, and Ballywatticock (Down) reaching a maximum of 25.7 °C. There was a 
mixture of sunshine and heavy showers on the 9th, showers becoming fewer by the afternoon but not 
before Banagher (Londonderry) had recorded 48.6 mm. Showers soon developed on the 10th, coalescing 
into longer spells of rain in the east. The north was wet on the 11th, with heavy rain in places, but the south 
remained mainly bright and dry. The 12th was dry, but cooler, with only a few sunny intervals. The 13th 
was mostly dull and overcast, with some rain and drizzle, turning more showery in the afternoon, especially 
in the south. It was cloudy with a few showers, locally heavy, on the 14th, and continued mainly overcast 
on the 15th with further rain and drizzle. The 16th was again cloudy, with further light rain or showers 
throughout. The 17th was wet, with rain in most places persisting through the day. After a bright start, 
especially further east, heavy rain slowly edged in from the west on the 18th.  

19th to 26th  

The 19th was a day of sunshine and scattered showers. After early brightness, the 20th was rather cloudy 
with patchy rain at times. On the 21st, cloud broke up to give increasing amounts of sunshine by the 
afternoon. After early sunshine on the 22nd, cloud and wind soon increased with patchy rain developing. 
The 23rd soon became overcast, with a few spots of rain, and it was breezy in the north with Orlock Head 
(Down) recording gusts to 43 mph. The 24th was cloudy, with patchy rain for some areas. It was mostly 
cloudy on the 25th too with isolated heavy showers developing later. The 26th saw some early brightness 
along with patchy rain in parts, before heavy and persistent rain pushed in during the afternoon, but it 
remained warm.  

27th to 30th  

The 27th was bright and breezy, with some showers, and isolated thunderstorms during the afternoon. The 
28th began bright but chilly, with showers developing by the afternoon, becoming increasingly widespread 
and locally heavy with isolated thunderstorms, the temperature at Banagher (Londonderry) reaching only 
12.5 °C. After another cold night, Katesbridge (Down) falling to 1.7 °C, the 29th brought sunshine and 
scattered showers. The 30th was wet and windy with showers or longer periods of rain, some heavy, 
affecting all parts through the day, and Ballypatrick (Antrim) reporting gusts of 43 mph. 
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NOTABLE WEATHER ACROSS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  
 

6, 7 and 8 September 

Temperatures soar into the high 20s and low 30s resulting in a mini heatwave across the county. 
Temperatures at Pitsford on the 7th peak at 30.1C, warmer than any day recorded in August. 

14 September 

Prolonged and heavy rain during the morning results in localized flooding across parts of the county. A total 
of 16.8mm of rain is recorded during the storm event, 4.6mm in the 24 hour period ending at 10:00BST on 
the 14th with a further 12.2mm in the following 24 hours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Towcester 
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OUTLOOK FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 

All parts of the UK will be unsettled with showers or longer outbreaks of rain through the first week of 
October. The rain will become heavy and persistent. There will also be windy spells with a risk of gales in 
places. Temperatures will be generally close to or slightly below the seasonal average. Later in the week 
it may begin to turn drier and calmer in southern and central regions. Things remain more mixed in the 
north. 

Southern and central regions have a good deal of dry and quiet weather through the second week. Cloud 
amounts will vary, but in sunny spells it could feel pleasant. Night-time fog will be an increasing risk. In the 
north a more changeable picture is likely, leading to an ongoing possibility of showers or longer spells of 
rain. On occasion fragmenting bands of rain may push down into southern counties.   

For the remainder of the month drier than average conditions are favoured. To begin with the risk of rain is 
probably the greatest in the north-west, but later on it may transfer to southern England. Temperatures will 
start close to or slightly above the seasonal average. A cooling trend is forecast and it may become chilly 
towards the end of the month. That will lead to an increasingly widespread risk of frost and fog. 

 

Source: The Weather Outlook 

 

 

 

 

Early morning fog surrounding Borough Hill, Daventry 
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SPECIAL REPORT: Preparing for Winter Weather 

 

Nearly 40% of people living in Britain have been caught out by severe winter weather, according to the 
latest research conducted by the Met Office.  

The research shows that of those who had been impacted by severe weather, over a third said they were 
caught out due to a lack of preparation.   

The Met Office conducted a survey of over 2000 adults across Britain to assess how prepared the public 
feels for winter weather and some of the most common impacts included over half of people having 
activities impacted, almost a quarter having dealt with power cuts and 19% who experienced a broken 
boiler.  

The survey comes as the Met Office launches its winter #WeatherReady campaign, aiming to help the 
public to be prepared ahead of potential severe weather.  Supported by Cabinet Office, WeatherReady 
brings together expert advice on travel, protecting property and looking after health and wellbeing to help 
the public stay prepared for any weather.    

Paymaster General Penny Mordaunt MP said, “The UK faces the risk of severe weather throughout the 
year. From central government through to individuals and communities, we must all be prepared and we 
all have a role to play in minimising the impact it can have on us. The Met Office WeatherReady campaign 
reminds us all to think ahead and consider how we might be impacted by severe weather this coming 
winter. By following a few simple steps, you can reduce the impact of weather on you, your families and 
homes, and your wider community.”  

Reassuringly, three quarters of people questioned said they felt prepared for winter weather this year, with 
over half of people adjusting their heating systems to help stave off the cold. In addition, 62% of those with 
vulnerable neighbours say they would check in on them during times of severe weather. Almost half of 
respondents suggested that disruption to travel was one of the impacts that caused them the most 
problems, highlighting the importance of preparing vehicles for winter travel and making contingency plans 
for times of severe weather.   

 

Chief Executive of the Met Office Penny Endersby said, “The message behind WeatherReady – one of the 
Met Office’s flagship campaigns - is all about empowering individuals and communities to take control of 
how the weather impacts them. By collaborating with partners, local resilience forums, emergency 
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responders and communities across the UK, we’re able to develop and deliver expert advice to help 
businesses, communities and individuals take action to mitigate the impacts of severe weather and be 
prepared for any conditions.”  

Over half of those surveyed said they check the weather forecast daily, but with so many still being caught 
out by severe weather, the importance remains for people to take action when seeing severe weather in 
the forecast and stay prepared for severe weather throughout the year.   

Head of Civil Contingencies at the Met Office Will Lang said, “It’s great that three quarters of the public 
surveyed say they feel prepared ahead of the winter weather but this shouldn’t lead to complacency when 
there are simple steps everyone can take so they are better prepared for severe weather.  People can be 
affected by severe winter weather in different ways and it’s important for everyone to be aware of the 
impacts severe weather can bring. With WeatherReady, we work with experts around the country to provide 
the UK public with advice to help them stay safe throughout the year.” 
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NEWS FROM THE WEATHER CENTRE 
 

 
 
A Met Office site inspection was made on 2nd September and the enclosure was graded ‘good’. During the 
inspection the Vaisala temperature unit in the Stevenson screen was replaced. 10 minute temperature data 
will eventually be read off the old unit and uploaded to the WOW website.  The screen was found to be a 
in a good, clean condition requiring no additional work. No issues were found with the raingauge, although 
the bare patch was noted as ‘sunken’ requiring some infill with soil to make it flush with the ground surface. 
The grass minimum thermometer was replaced, having drifted out of calibration. 
 
The Met Office has recommended that the school approach the adjoining landowner with a view to reducing 
the height of the hedge to the south of the enclosure. This will reduce the amount of shading experienced 
during the winter months.  
 
A small team of Sixth Form volunteer observers has taken over the running of the Met Office enclosure this 
month. During the past 18 months, the task of daily weather recording had fallen on the centre manager 
owing to the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions which saw the suspension of the Duke of Edinburgh scheme 
and the switch to online learning, both of which removed the body of volunteer observers. However, the 
centre is now back in the hands of the school’s Sixth Form continuing the tradition of student involvement 
with the weather centre which began over 23 years ago.  
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APPENDIX 1: Weather Centre Instrumentation 
 
The weather at Pitsford is recorded using a 
manned climate station (Met Office official data) 
and two automatic weather stations which upload 
data regularly to our website and smartphone 
apps.  The automatic weather stations are 
designed by Instromet Weather Systems Ltd and 
Davis. 
  
The following inventory indicates how the 
different aspects of weather are recorded.  
  
Temperature 
  
Electronic sensors (Instromet) positioned inside a 
Stevenson screen alongside sheathed pattern thermometers (dry, wet, maximum and minimum) which are 
used for calibration.  A second large pattern Stevenson screen contains a thermograph, hygrograph and a 
Piché evaporimeter.  Official Met Office temperature data is obtained using a Vaisala HMT temperature 
logger and sheathed pattern minimum thermometers.  
  
Solar Radiation  
  
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record solar radiation and UV radiation.  Electronic sunshine recorder 
(Instromet) calibrated against a UK Met Office Mk II Campbell-Stokes sunshine recorder records the hours 
and minutes of bright sunshine.   
  
Rainfall 
 
Electronic rainfall sensor (Instromet) calibrated against a standard 5” Met Office pattern raingauge . Tilting 
siphon rainfall recorders with daily and weekly clocks. Official Met Office rainfall data is obtained manually 
using a 5” Met Office pattern raingauge.  
  
Wind Direction & Wind Speed  
  
Anemometer and wind vane (Instromet) calibrated against an analogue wind vane, totalising cup-counter 
anemometer.  Metcheck generator type anemometer and electrical wind vane.  
  
Atmospheric Pressure  
  
Electronic barometer (Davis VP2 Plus) calibrated against a Precision Aneroid Barometer.  Open-scale 
micro-barograph.  Fortin mercurial barometer (no longer in use)  
  
Surface Temperature 
  
Electronic sensors (Davis VP2 Plus) record the temperatures of a concrete slab and an artificial grass 
surface, also recording the instances of ground frost. The grass minimum temperature using a sheathed 
pattern minimum thermometer is recorded as official Met Office data.  
  
Lightning  
  
Boltek LD-250 lightning detector and Astrogenic software records the locations and severity of 
thunderstorms.   
  
Manual Observations 
  
Manual observations are made of visibility, cloud cover, state of the ground and snow depth.  
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APPENDIX 2:  
 
New 1991-2020 Climatological Averages for Pitsford 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year

Mean max (C) 7.3 7.9 10.5 13.8 17.0 20.1 22.3 21.8 18.8 14.5 10.2 7.4 14.3

Mean min (C) 1.5 1.5 2.8 4.8 7.5 10.3 12.3 12.3 10.0 7.4 4.2 2.2 6.4

Rainfall (mm) 53.6 42.7 40.1 41.5 52.2 51.0 50.9 56.5 58.4 65.4 60.5 56.0 628.8

Sunshine (hrs) 47.2 67.9 104.3 149.7 188.8 174.8 185.8 182.3 135.2 91.1 54.7 45.9 1427.7


